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Programme of talks 2025

23 Jan The 1724 Map of Over Haddon.
The Village Society and
its Agrarian Economy. Peter Barker

27 Feb Derbyshire Almshouses. Peter Chivers

27 Mar Elizabethan portraiture —
the hidden meanings. Jackie Morgan

24 Apr Cheese-making villages in Staffordshire
and Derbyshire Alan Salt

22 May The Sitwells of Renishaw. Richard Godley

26 June The Work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel
-Engineer extraordinaire. Peter Rix

24 July Aqueduct Cottage: from a gateway for
commerce to a gateway to nature. Ian Hooker

All talks take place at the Friends Meeting House in Bakewell.
7.00pm for tea & coffee. Talks start at 7.30pm.
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Chair's Report for 2024

Ken Smith

Introduction

While last year I noted that the Society and its various activities were
returning to something like normality, post the Covid pandemic, this year
has seen some significant successes. These mostly involve the Museum
where we appointed a Museum Assistant and moved back to opening 7-
days per week; the public access point was moved and the Tudor Hall
refurbished; a very successful quilts exhibition generated a lot of interest
and visitors; and our visitor numbers suggest we have had a successful
year, perhaps the most successful year.

The Society

The reinstated talks programme has continued, with a wide range of
subjects being delivered to Society members and non-members. These
included such diverse subjects as the archaeology of Sheffield castle,
Georgian rural life in the Peak District, the life and works of Barnes
Wallis and three Peakland villages in the Second World War. Average
attendance at the talks was 24. A full programme exists for 2025 and
work continues to populate the calendar into 2026.

Whereas refreshments were offered to attendees after the talks up to
July, from September onwards refreshments have been made available
prior to the meeting, as few people were staying after the presentations.
The impact of this change is to be assessed to see whether it will continue
in this new format into the future.

At the same time, we have been experimenting with streaming the
talks, to enable Society members who cannot attend in person, to see and
hear the presentations. Inevitably, there have been some teething
troubles, but we hope to be able to make this facility available to members
in the first quarter of 2025.

Mention must also be made of the work of our new Membership
Secretary, Linda Latif, for her work in keeping members informed of
events and opportunities over the year. Also thanks to her predecessor,
Anne Smedley, for her work supporting the membership.

I noted last year that Trustees would be reviewing the level of
subscription against the costs incurred and suggested that this might
mean an increase from 2025 onwards. I trust members will be pleased to
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learn that we have been able to hold subscriptions at their current rate for
the next year.

One of the main benefits of membership of the Society is the Journal,
which has been more than ably edited by Peter and Marian Barker for a
number of years. Two things flow from this: the first is the customary
call for members (and others) to put pen to paper and provide copy for
the journal. Without people doing so, this benefit and the insights it gives
into elements of the past of Bakewell and its environs, will be lost. Once
again, I exhort people to provide our editors with the material that they
need to maintain the quality and quantity of content for the journal.

Secondly, after editing the journal so successfully for a number of
years, Marian and Peter feel that it is time to pass the baton on to someone
else. As I have noted in our Newsletter, a volunteer, or volunteers, to
take on this task, is needed in the next 12-18 months. Anyone interested,
or think they know someone who might be interested, please have a word
with Marian or myself.

Society membership has increased slightly over the year and stood at
174 in December. It seems that the increased opening times for the
Museum and our presence at events such as the Bakewell Country
Festival and pop-up exhibitions in the Information Centre, have raised
our profile and this has manifested itself in a 5% increase in membership
compared with 2023. Welcome to those who have joined in the last year.

Trustees

Your trustees continue to meet on a monthly basis as the task of
running the Society, the Old House and the Museum is an ever-present.
These meetings comprise two-hourly meetings in odd-numbered months
and one-hour meetings in even-numbered months, both to provide
continuity and to address issues that require input on more than a two
monthly basis, which would otherwise be the case. This has been
particularly fruitful while addressing issues such as ensuring our policies
are both up-to-date and appropriate, and pursuing grant-aid to address
such disparate issues as the maintenance of the Old House, where its
status as a listed building brings with it both constraints and
opportunities, and an initiative to identity where the Society and the
Museum should be heading over the next 10-15 years, and what steps
need to be taken to ensure we get there. While we were not successful
with an application for MEND grant (Museum Estate & Development)
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towards the costs of these initiatives, we have been having fruitful talks
with the National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLHF) and an initial
application is likely early in 2025.

Up to the AGM, in May, the Society had ten Trustees (though it is
permitted a total of twelve). However, two trustees (Peter Mahood and
Emily Bowyer-Kazadi) have stood down for personal reasons and
another, Marian Barker, reached the end of her tenure, leaving only seven
trustees to run the Society. Steps have been put in place to advertise for
more trustees in the first quarter of 2025, and it is hoped that successful
candidates will be acknowledged at the Society’s AGM on 22 May.

Volunteers

Once again it is my pleasure to acknowledge the debt that we owe to
our volunteer task force, for the work they do both front of house,
welcoming our visitors, imparting information and persuading people to
spend in the shop, as well as those who toil behind the scenes, to ensure
that the displays and their contents are appropriate and in the best
possible condition.

Data supplied by our Manager Curator, Dr Mark Copley, indicates that
museum activities in 2024 were supported by over 80 volunteers, who
provided 3335 hours of volunteer time in 2024. Over the year, 12
volunteers left — with many thanks for all your great work over your time
as a volunteer - and we recruited a further 19 people. Overall, our
volunteers number 67, excluding Trustees, for whom a pre-season buffet
and end-of-season thank-you buffet lunch was provided. We also held
our Summer Social in August, for members of the Society. Grateful
thanks are extended to Pat Green and the catering team for the provision
of food at these events and a heartfelt thank you to all those who
volunteered during 2024.

In Memoriam

We remember those members of the Society who passed on during
2024. In the spring we learned of the death of Jan Stetka. During the 13
years he was Chair of the Society he made a significant contribution to
the Old House Museum and the early history of Bakewell.

In the autumn, we learned the sad news of the death of Trevor
Brighton after a short illness. Trevor was an early member of the
Society and a former Chair and President, contributing significantly to
the development of Bakewell Old House Museum and the overall

6



Chair’s Report for 2024

development of the Society since its inception 65 years ago, as well as
making many contributions to the Society's Journal.
They are sorely missed. Obituaries appear in this Journal.

The Old House Museum

Spring was an extremely busy period at the Museum because, as the
intention was reported in my last Review and Report, the public entrance
was moved to the former Industrial Gallery and the main hall was
refurbished into something akin to its Tudor usage. This change has been
successful on a number of fronts, including an improved entrance to the
Old House for visitors; a more-appropriate flow through the ground-floor
Tudor rooms; a much warmer environment for volunteers at the welcome
desk; and, not least, an improved visitor spend through the shop.

Provision for visitors was enhanced last year by the very popular
Treasured Quilts exhibition and its various associated activities and retail
elements, as well as the use of the new Community Exhibition Space,
which was used first by Over Haddon History Group and then by Peak
Rail Association. Other attractions over the year included musicians
Sirinu performing on replica Tudor instruments and the Ghoul’s Games
at Halloween. At the same time, the part-time appointment of Kelsey
Power, as Museum Assistant, enabled by a grant of £11,436 from the
Derbyshire Dales UKSPF Community Resilience Grant Scheme, meant
that we were able to open 7-days per week rather than the 5 days per
week in 2023. Given the success of this initiative, the arrangement
continues into 2025.

The nett effect of these improvements and attractions has been one of
if not the best visitor figures in 22 years, with a total of 8966 people
entering the Museum (differing calculation methods over time mean
comparisons are difficult prior to 2022, although 9158 people are
recorded as visiting in 2012). Inevitably, the gross figures hide some
variations, so while overall numbers were up 41% against 2023, the
numbers of schools visitors and town tour participants were down against
target, although group visitor numbers exceeded target.

Another result of these activities and increased visitor numbers is that
income for 2024, 97% of which is derived from Museum activities,
stands at around £70,000 (subject to ratification in due course by our
Treasurer), an increase on 2023 of some 42%. While that is to be
welcomed, overall the Society made a loss of around £8,000 as a result
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of one-off expenditure on surveys and the like needed to inform what
repairs, and at what cost, are needed to the Old House. Worth noting as
well, an industry-accepted methodology for estimating the impact our
visitors have on the local economy, suggests they contributed £106,525,
over and above their spend at the museum.

The Old House

As I noted last year, the Covid pandemic and its associated social
distancing meant that some maintenance and repair work remained in
abeyance for several years and a backlog has now built up. As I have
noted above, one grant application towards these costs was unsuccessful
and we are now seeking funding from the NLHF towards the costs of the
various repairs that are needed. If successful, it will mean that many
pieces of work can be done in one go, rather than spread over a number
of years, with the associated disruption carrying on for longer than
necessary. While such disruption would mostly be carried out during the
period when the Museum is closed, disruption even during that quiet
period would nevertheless occur.

While the maintenance and repair work that has been identified is
costly and beyond our means to pay for in one go — hence the seeking of
grant support — it is reassuring to note that there are no significant or
serious works needed; the Old House remains in good heart, but in a
building of such antiquity there will always be necessary works. With a
listed building, the additional need for listed building consent adds both
to the time needed to make arrangements and often adds to the costs.

Conclusions

2024 has undoubtedly been a good year for the Society and for
Bakewell Old House Museum. Our visitor numbers are up, our income
is up (though our costs outstripped our income nevertheless) and we have
benefited from Kelsey’s appointment as Museum Assistant to support
Mark in running the Museum on a seven days per week basis during our
open period. Thanks to both of them for their sterling work and thanks
also to our band of hardy volunteers for their work front of house and
behind the scenes, as well as to our Trustees for all their work over the
year. We, of course, hope that this year’s successes will translate into
2025. Although the economic outlook looks less than favourable, I am
sure everyone will be doing their best to ensure that 2024 was not a one-
off and I wish everyone every success in the future.
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Jan Stetka, 1944-2024
Chairman, Bakewell & District Historical Society, 2004-2018.

Trevor Brighton

The son of a Czech paratrooper, Jan
and his wife Jean settled in Bakewell
near Burton Closes. After graduation Jan
set up his own computer business. It
prospered. He was able to retire early and
concentrate on his interest in local
history.

He joined the Bakewell and District
Historical Society and was soon elected
as its chairman. This was due to the skill he displayed in the museum’s
financial affairs, his liaison with George Challenger in securing lucrative
grants from the National Lottery (enabling the new gallery and toilet to
be built) and his research into key areas of Bakewell’s background.

Jan made the time to immerse himself in the activities of the Society
and it flourished accordingly. He concentrated his attention on two areas
of research which linked very closely. The first was the Anglo-Saxon
period, a passion engendered by the fact that he lived within the
Domesday village of Burton. There was much for Jan to investigate — the
Saxon field system, the fortified burh and the 9th century Saxon-Viking
Cross.

He contributed material on the field systems in the Society’s Bakewell
the Ancient Capital of the Peak. He then proceeded to question the old
assertions that Castle Hill was the site of the burh. He dismissed this as
unlikely, switching his attention to Burton and the field names and
medieval land ownership. He located the site of the burh in the field
across the River Wye from Burton. Additional evidence on the landscape
enabled him to do this without digging.

The Society received a grant from the Aurelus Charitable Trust to
publish Jan’s paper entitled King Edward the Elder’s Burh: the lost
village of Burton by Bakewell, published in 1997. In 2001 he had his
second book published, From Fort to Field — The Shaping of the
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Landscape of Bakewell in the 10th Century. This was based on twelve
‘talks and walks’ he led in 2000.

Elated by the reception his publications received he now turned his
attention to the 9th century cross in the churchyard. Time was eroding its
detail and he felt, like the chairman who preceded him, that it should be
taken inside. Despite great efforts to carry this out he too was
unsuccessful in the face of opposition from English Heritage.

Undeterred, he now turned his attention to tracing the original location
of the cross, which has been moved to where it now stands outside the
east end of the church. He was aware of the 19th century myth that Prince
Arthur (elder son of Henry VII) stayed at Haddon Hall and that whilst
walking near Hassop the Prince allegedly had a vision of the cross by the
wayside. Jan decided to gather members of the Society as a digging party.
They conducted an excavation in the field near the present Hassop
roundabout. Jan’s aim was to try to find the stone foundations which he
believed would have been necessary to support the cross. He was
unsuccessful, but he did reveal an old track-way to Bakewell and in doing
so gave many members the pleasure and anticipation involved in amateur
archacology. Unfortunately, there is no evidence that Prince Arthur ever
came to Haddon.

‘:_‘ PO o
s dewieiive QR T
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Jan talking to a group in Arkwright Square, Bakewell
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Jan Stetka 1944-2024

Despite this disappointment he still strove to prove the cross is not
standing in its original position and obtained a grant to have an
excavation carried out around its base. This dig featured on the BBC’s
weekly programme ‘Country File'. He successfully revealed that the
damaged stump of the cross was resting on skeletal remains, which were
radiocarbon-dated. This revealed they were from a later period than the
cross itself, proof that the cross had been moved from its original
position.

Sadly, Jan suffered a number of setbacks due to ill-health. These
prevented his plans for further research about the Norman Motte and
Bailey on Castle Hill. His last achievement at the museum was to begin
the paving of its forecourt with setts.

Society members will remember Jan for the many walks he conducted
round the fields of Bakewell and the outings to look at Anglo-Saxon
remains in Yorkshire, Durham, and Northumberland as well as the salt
route from Cheshire to Derbyshire. His contributions to BDHS have been
invaluable. He is much missed.

We extend our condolences to his wife Jean and the family.

[See also a tribute by George Challenger in the Society Journal 2021.]
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Dr. Trevor Brighton,
17 March 1936 - 26 September 2024

Michael Hillam

Although born in Chesterfield, Trevor Brighton's
home for most of his long and healthy life was in
Bakewell, with Pat his wife of over 60 years. They
shared their home with their children Mark and Clare,
and a selection of English, Irish and Gordon Setter
dogs - always males. He died aged 88, also in
Chesterfield. News of his death was received as an
evening lecture was ending at a Bakewell and District
Historical Society (BDHS) meeting. This seemed
highly appropriate as he was so passionate about the
continuation of lectures and visits for the society.

Trevor was born into a coal mining family living in Staveley,
Derbyshire. While respecting that his father Harry worked underground
as a miner, Trevor's own interests were academic. He showed no
inclination to work below or above ground in the coal industry, however
valuable that was for the country. He went to Staveley Grammar School
and his mother Alice supported Trevor at school in his wish to focus on
history, despite contrary advice from his head teacher.

He won a place to study History at University College, London, where
he achieved an honours BA in 1958, before moving on to Nottingham
University to train and qualify as a teacher in 1959. He received an MA
from Hull University in 1968 and his D.Phil from York University in
1978, with a thesis on Enamel Glass Painters in York 1585-1795. He
also became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and the Society of
Antiquaries, as well as an adviser to the York Glaziers Trust, which
sought his guidance after lightning caused the July 1984 fire.

His first post as a school history teacher was in Chester in 1959,
followed by a head of department role in Hull in 1961. He moved into
post-16 teaching when he became senior History Lecturer at St. John’s
College, York, in 1964. He was appointed Head of the History
department at Matlock College in 1969, Head of the Art History
department at Sheffield Polytechnic in 1973 and Dean of the faculty of
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Dr. Trevor Brighton 1936-2024.

Art & Design there in 1979. While retaining his home in Bakewell, he
accepted two posts in Sussex, first as Head of Bishop Otter College in
1982, and then in 1983 as deputy Director of West Sussex Institute of
Higher Education, later to become Chichester University.

Notwithstanding his splendid academic qualifications and a
distinguished career in teaching, with multiple job changes, he was
content and stimulated to live 55 years, 1969-2024, in the same home in
the rural, but active, town of Bakewell. Trevor demonstrated his
wordsmith skills when renaming his home Heald Bank. It was on a road
named The Yeld. He explained that Yeld, Heald and Bank each had the
same root and meaning.

Assuming responsibility came naturally to him. He played a
significant role in Bakewell's activities. He was intrigued by the history
embedded in the town’s oldest building, All Saints’ Church, dating from
at least 940. He recorded detailed plans and architectural drawings for
each separate section of the church. At different times he was a member
of the Parish Church Council and sang in the choir. He also served as a
member of Bakewell Town Council and became Mayor of Bakewell,
making written contributions to its publicity and marketing. He devised
the accurate and original heraldic arms (shield) for the town. Heraldic art
was one of his special interests, along with architectural history. When
some felt the district council was failing to safeguard Bakewell’s
heritage, during the refurbishment of the town centre, Trevor with two
others defeated existing Bakewell councillors to become independents on
Derbyshire Dales District council.

He wrote the definitive history of the town Bakewell, the Ancient
Capital of the Peak. Other books he wrote included The Discovery of the
Peak District, Mrs Ann Greaves & The Bakewell Pudding, The
Almshouses of St. John's Hospital Bakewell, and Thomas Smith of Derby
1721-1767, Pioneer of the Picturesque. He was the single most prolific
contributor to the learned Journal of BDHS, which he edited for many
years. He provided articles for several other publications like The Journal
of Garden History and The Antiquaries Journal. White Watson, a local
polymath, was a recurring interest for Trevor. He did much research on
the estates of Chatsworth and Haddon Hall with co-operation and support
of the two dukes. It is no surprise he was very much in demand as a
speaker and adviser across the Peak District. His preparation was
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meticulous and his delivery without notes. He was a willing enthusiast
for any opportunity to spread knowledge and enhance the standing of the
Historical Society and the Old House Museum, locally and regionally.
An article about the society and the museum by the late Michael Plant,
reprinted in the 2024 BDHS Journal, records "the society and museum
have always gone together, one has always been the reason for the other".
Together these two institutions were a major interest for Trevor. Along
with others he sought to maximise what could be learned about the
background and history of the different parts of the Old House Museum
building. This would all have been lost if the 1954 town council had won
their attempts to demolish what were then dilapidated buildings. Later
they were confirmed to date from 1534, in the reign of Henry VIII. Trevor
was equally enthusiastic that Bakewell should have a thriving history
society as well as a museum in a Tudor house. He was variously
Chairman and President of BDHS and the editor of the Journal, seeking
out potential writers of articles as well as being a prodigious contributor
himself. He also served the region as a Director of the East Midlands
Museum Service.

One of Trevor's attributes that marked him out as someone special was
his photographic memory, enabling him to absorb, remember and recall
information quickly and accurately, though he did say in later life it was
"getting a bit woolly round the edges". He could be forceful in debate
especially about historical issues, standing his ground, saying "Show me
the evidence" and then perhaps dismissing what was put to him.

His copper-plate hand writing was also a speciality and perhaps
predictably he never bought a computer. He needed saints with great
patience to transcribe his books and his constant flow of articles. One
new 'welcome desk' volunteer who had heard of him before her first
session, asked her partner on the desk "Is he quite bright then?" "More
than that" came the reply, "he's a real scholar".

He was a good story teller of past escapades, like getting totally lost
as a student, in a thick fog in a London park, after a night out. A slow
moving taxi emerged from the gloom and a distinctive female voice
asked if he would like a lift. He recognised the voice of Edith Sitwell
from Renishaw Hall, near Chesterfield. He climbed in, to find Marilyn
Monroe, a well known visitor to Renishaw, sitting with Edith.
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Trevor was a very accomplished cook, like his wife Pat, and dinner
parties he organised were memorable for the quality of fish and game
served, enhanced by the Georgian silver and elegant antique glassware
which graced the table.

Trevor also had an extensive knowledge of classical music and
composers. He derived much pleasure from attending local chamber
music concerts and listening to his vast collection of recorded music.
Similarly he had been active in various sports which gave him particular
pleasure and he continued to be interested in televised sport, especially
cricket and rugby, which often provided topics for discussion. He
welcomed visits by family and friends, particularly if they brought a dog
with them. He told stories of two phone calls he received when different
setters of his managed to escape his garden security. One call from the
police announced, “Your dog is playing with the buses in Rutland
Square" and another from a licensee assured him, "Your dog is quite safe
in the tap room and he is getting through the beer and crisps being fed to

him".

%

1 Faese
Trevor being interviewed outside the museum for BBC 'Antiques Road Trip'
in the summer of 2022 on the history of the Bakewell Pudding.
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Trevor's wife Pat, whom he met as a fellow student at University
College London, enabled so much of what Trevor could achieve, by
tolerating and supporting each of his job changes, as well as the
inordinate time he spent on research and writing. Trevor became Pat's
end of life carer, willingly and lovingly, before her death at home in 2020.
Trevor had volunteered that his first two dates with Pat had been slightly
unconventional - one to a dog show and one to an art exhibition.

Bakewell without Trevor, leaves a huge gap. The tall, upright man
with a full head of dark hair, and that incredible memory, will live in our
thoughts for a very long time.

Our genuine sympathy goes to Mark and Clare, his children, and to
his brother, Philip.



The Painting, the Historian and the Vicar

Lillias Bendell

This tale begins with the discovery, amongst family memorabilia, of a
framed water colour painting depicting a typical Levant scene of
merchants in Arab dress, coast and dhows in the background.

A signature in the lower left corner is by a W. Wray. A recent artist of
that name paints in a modern genre and is not thought to be connected.

Painting signed by W. Wray

Signature enlarged
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Curiosity about the signature of the painter and the subject matter led

a trail to the Rev. William Ulithorn Wray, the former incumbent, 1764 -
1808 of St Helen’s Church, Darley Dale. The signature was checked
against the Darley Dale Marriage Registers for 1784 ! and a convincing
flourish on the ‘W’ suggests that we have identical letters for W. Wray.
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In 1997, an article by Julie Bunting appeared in the Peak Advertiser
Taxing Times’ about the wig powder tax. This was a tax imposed by

William Pitt in 1795 to raise funds for the Government to finance the
Napoleonic Wars. It was repealed in 1861. Reverend Wray, his wife and
daughters all subscribed to the annual tax of £30.

Contact with Julie Bunting resulted in her directing me to the late

Ernest Paulson, local historian and biographer of Rev. William U. Wray.
A letter to Mr Paulson enquiring about the background of the vicar, and
the possibility of his having artistic talents, met with a very detailed and
interesting reply, a copy of which follows.
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Ernest Paulson's letter 14" May, 1997
Dear Mrs Bendell

I have always thought that Wm U Wray had some artistic talents though
they may have been of the ‘look what I can do’ variety.

Why should I think so?

(a) His remorseless pursuit of Wm Gilpin and the picturesque.

(b) His scheming and plotting to get Cowper under his roof.

(c) His possession of a water colour —a W.S.G. view of Darley Church
which is the only Gilpin | cannot locate. It came to me that it was a Wray.
It was last heard of in Eastbourne in 1852 in the household of the Misses
Wray.

(d) Wm U W'’s father made his money in the Levant trade. Wm U made
the Grand Tour. Did he visit Palestine?

(e) His other talents? He’d spent his inheritance from Jms. Wray,
merchant of London, by 1764 when he left Wexford (Windsor) and came
to Darley. He has a great talent for borrowing, but not repaying.

That, briefly is my opinion of W.U.W. It is upheld by the Dalton family.
W. U. Inherited a baronetcy in 1805 — but no money and died in 1808.

One greater than | — Prof. J P Barbier, Head of the Department of
French, University of Edinburgh, who | reckon must have retired by now,
probably to his native Canada, would never let me have Gilpin’s
biographical note on Wray. You may be able to contact him through the
University, but he agreed with me that Wray was not what Wray would
have you think he was!

Barbier on Gilpin is excellent. On Wray he is caustic. | recommend his
books on Gilpin.

Did Mrs Bunting tell you that copies of Wray’s letters to Gilpin, which
are in Birmingham Public Library, have been deposited by me in the
County Record Office at Matlock? They are worth reading, if only to show
how I arrived at my opinion of a pouter-pigeon of an 18thC cleric.

I have tried to represent W.U.Wray as | found him. | hope you will not
think me unfair. Many things that he had or caused to be made are still
here. Curiously enough my mother’s family found him, ‘The Man on the
White Horse’- a grasping landlord.

Yours sincerely
Ernest Paulson
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PS. if you manage to get hold of the Gilpin Memorial on Wray which
appeared in The Gentleman’s Magazine for (I think) 1809, will you let me
know.
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Part of handwritten letter from Ernest Paulson

Gleaning from the biography of W.U. Wray, he had the ability to
‘network’ in intellectual circles, including his association with William
Gilpin, an amateur artist with whom he corresponded.

The Wray family had an ancestral connection with the Levant trade
and had travelled extensively, so it would be likely that an artistic
impression of this type should be found. A full biography of Wm. U.
Wray by Ernest Paulson, running to 30 pages, is in the Derbyshire
Miscellany .

The letters between Gilpin and Wray that are mentioned have not
come to light as yet.
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I did locate the Gilpin Memorial to William Wray in the Gentleman s
Magazine and forwarded it to Mr Paulson as requested. Sadly, he being
of frail health and advancing years it is supposed that he didn’t survive
to read the account in June 1997.

The loss of Mr Paulson was also great in the world of campanology.
For many years he was a leading member of the Derby Diocesan
Association of Church Ringers at St. Helen’s, Darley Dale.

He was a regular contributor to the Derbyshire Miscellany with many
witty articles e.g. Folk tale, ‘Captain Kettle’ and ‘The Wriggling Road °.

After 1997 all the historical records of Ernest Paulson were deposited
with Derbyshire Record Office *.

Finally, the true story of the origins of the watercolour in question may
never be known for sure and it would also have been a tribute for him to
have seen the painting.

References

1. DRO Darley Dale St. Helen’s marriage register - 1784
2. DRO DMO09

3. DRO DMO07

4. DRO 4775
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Sir Jack Longland

Michael J. Hillam

Jack Longland was Director of Education for Derbyshire from 1949
until his retirement in 1970, when he was knighted for his services to
education. His 21 year stint in that post remains longer than any of his
previous or subsequent directors. He and his family were residents of
Crich from 1949-59. Then they moved to Bakewell, where he lived until
his death in 1993, at the age of 88. He lived in “Bridgeway”, very close
to the River Wye’s medieval bridge, with his wife and four children, two
of whom still live in the town and are members of Bakewell & District
Historical Society (BDHS). Unsurprisingly he became one of Bakewell’s
most prominent residents, but arguably he was at least as well known,
nationally and internationally, for aspects of his life and interests beyond
developing, guiding and having overall responsibility for education in
Derbyshire.

Mountaineering was the first of his additional claims to fame. He was
a young and fit fellow, at university and in the years beyond, despite
being a dedicated pipe smoker. He established a significant reputation as
a rock climber and mountaineer - from North Wales to Mount Everest.
Rock climbers today, in the 2020s, still refer to “Longland’s Climb”, the
route he devised in 1928 to scale the previously unclimbed West Buttress
of Clogwyn Du’r Arddu (known as Cloggy) in Snowdonia. His climb,
with illustrations, now features in current rock climbing guidebooks. He
derived enormous pleasure from a 40™ anniversary climb of the same
route with son Nick and daughter Vicky, plus some grandchildren. Jack
was then in his mid-60s.

While at Cambridge University he became a very talented rock
climber and demonstrated that he was able to cling lizard—like to smooth
and near vertical surfaces in a way that few others could match. He
seemed fearless without being reckless though, according to a Climber’s
Club article, he did once describe a move as ‘strenuous, not dangerous’
even though the belay was 40 ft below him. So had he fallen the total
drop on to his hemp rope would have been 80ft. He was also a roof
climber while at Cambridge, but he had to avoid all publicity for the latter
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Jack Longland at Pen y Pass, Snowdonia
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in case the university authorities became aware and decided to take
disciplinary action.

Later In 1933, aged 27, he was chosen to be part of the Everest
expedition. It was his first time at high altitude, but it was Longland, with
two others, who had the distinction of setting up Camp VI at 27,500 feet.
This was then the highest camp ever established and just 1,500 ft from
the summit. The route beyond was ill-defined and complex.

The weather was very cold so their goggles became frozen, but if they
removed them their eyelashes froze together. It was relatively quiet, and
peaceful but then nature seemed to go mad in an instant, with ferocious,
howling and screaming winds. The winds drove the blinding snow,
causing a complete white-out. Longland and his accompanying eight
sherpas were then ‘fighting for their lives’, according to Hugh Ruttledge,
the leader of the 1933 expedition. Some of the accompanying eight
sherpas, already exhausted and dispirited, became reluctant to attempt to
move. The forceful Longland could foresee disastrous consequences if
they did not stay together, attempt to reach the safety of a lower camp,
and proceed via a less dangerous route than the one they had climbed up.

Longland encouraged, supported and cajoled the team to descend the
crest of a ridge, which had not previously been reconnoitred, in an
attempt to return to Camp V. He shepherded the sherpas in close file and
had regular counting checks made to ensure no one had become detached
from the group. Progress was slow and demanding, complicated by
finding the remains of a tent. The collective resolve to reach safety
gradually strengthened and after considerable effort, with absolute and
tiring concentration, they managed to identify green tents in the distance.
They were in sight of Camp V and no one had been lost. The descent took
two hours, but, according to McDonald in The Story of the White Hall
Centre, Longland described them as ‘the longest two hours of my life'.
Ruttledge pronounced this retreat as Jack Longland’s ‘most celebrated
mountaineering achievement, a great epic in the Everest saga’.

Longland’s quick wit, sense of humour - and modesty - meant that if
asked later about the descent he would claim confidentially, ‘Of course I
was lost at the time'. He addressed the seriousness of the situation by
establishing, subsequently, proper training and qualifications for
mountain safety. He was to become chairman of the Mountain
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Leadership Training Board, from 1964 to 1980. Trained mountain
instructors and indoor climbing walls enhanced interest and safety. Mark
Reeves, in one obituary described Jack Longland as ‘the godfather of the
climbing profession'.

The tent remains that Longland’s group found were confirmed later as
from the tent used by Mallory and Irvine in 1924. Each had perished.
Mallory’s body was found 75 years later in 1999. No trace was found of
Irvine or his camera, which might have confirmed whether or not they
did reach the summit.

Longland also climbed in Greenland, though his main role there was
to support and act as a ‘mountain-minder’ for the group of scientists with
whom he had travelled. He spent a total of eight seasons in the Alps, and
in the mid-1930s he climbed the Matterhorn, with his wife Peggy. They
had set off exceedingly early one morning and apparently returned in
time for a delayed breakfast. At the time this was said to be the fastest
return climb by a female mountaineer - without falling.

He was unable to join the 1938 Everest expedition because of new
work commitments at home. He could have joined the 1936 expedition,
but declined as a matter of principle, because of his serious concerns
about the leadership and the middle class composition of the group, with
its sprinkling of army and government officials, an interesting insight into
his personality.

Another activity, that led to Jack Longland’s name, and voice, being
recognised across the country, was broadcasting. If you are more than a
certain age you may recall having heard him as a chairman or panellist
on 'Country Questions', 'Round Britain Quiz' and 'Any Questions?'. He
took over as chairman of 'My Word' from John Arlott and spent 20 years
complementing and sparring with Dennis Norden and Frank Muir, who
described Jack as a ‘no nonsense perfectionist’.

He was described in The Times as ‘the perfect chairman, courteous,
receptive, self-effacing and clearly well-liked by the team’. His ability to
combine wisdom, common sense, pithy responses, one-liners and
humour meant he was welcomed by the BBC, and worked for them for
nearly four decades. McDonald reports in his widely researched White
Hall book that Longland took part in over one thousand radio
documentaries and shows.
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Jack Longland seems to have been destined for an exceptional life
from his early days, encouraged in part by the hopes and expectations of
his father, a Cambridge graduate and vicar. The academic journey to the
post of education director of one of the country’s larger counties began
at three fee paying schools, a day prep school in Leamington, the
musically strong Cathedral Choir School in Worcester, and then Kings
School, Worcester. When questioned about this relatively privileged
background he told the interviewer, ‘That’s what little gents were
supposed to do’. He had grown up in a variety of vicarages that were
characterised by a plethora of books, music, fiercely academic
discussions and his father leaving him in no doubt as to the high
expectations he had for his son. He was described in John Harding’s
obituary as ‘from the establishment, but critical of it and not an
establishment man himself .

Jack Longland went to Cambridge, where some colleges had been
established as theological institutions to train clergy. Reeves reports in
his obituary that about 30% of Cambridge students of the time were the
sons of clergy. Longland’s record at Jesus College, where he gained a
double first in History and English, having previously read Classics for
two years, indicates his place there was earned on merit alone.

Jack Longland was also a talented athlete, gaining a blue for pole
vaulting. He cleared 111t 6ins in the varsity match, just four inches below
the then national record. He missed out on selection for the 1924 Olympic
games, a disappointment for him. He claimed that as a committed pole
vaulter he had developed exceptionally strong fingers, an asset for a rock
climber. He was photographed demonstrating his vaulting prowess at a
height of 18,000 feet on his way to the Himalayas. Colleagues, with arms
aloft, are shown holding the bar while he flies over, to the amazement
of watching Tibetans. He improvised with a section of wireless mast in
the absence of an approved pole.

Another unusual activity that gave Longland pleasure was to climb
later with fellow mountaineer Geoffrey Winthrop Young, who had a
prosthetic leg after a First World War injury. Young, determined to
continue his mountaineering, designed an adaptable prosthetic leg with
different detachable feet to cope with snow and rocks, the latter including
protruding nails to fit into cracks and crevices. John Harding’s eulogy
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reported not just that Longland’s most enjoyable memory was taking
Young, in 1929, over The Grepon in the Mont Blanc massif, but that it
was Young who had organised the 1928 Snowdonia meeting when Jack
devised ‘Longland’s Climb'.

Longland spent a brief and unlikely spell with other undergraduates,
as a strike breaker at Hull docks during the nine day general strike in May
1926. They unloaded immobilised food ships, and much faster than the
norm. While the hungry, and the ship owners, were appreciative, abuse
from wives of dockers did make them think more deeply about the
underlying issues. He soon returned to finish his Cambridge exams.

His first full time post was as an English lecturer from 1930 to 1936
at the Durham colleges, later Durham University. His father had seen the
post advertised and encouraged Jack Longland to apply. For three years,
Jack has reported, he rose at 3.00am and wrote one lecture till 6.00am
and a second from 6.00am - 9.00am. He then delivered the first lecture at
9.00am and the second at 10.00am. He has said he delivered twelve
lectures a week for three years, and regarded his professor as ‘lazy’.

Durham, in the depression of the 1930s, had a profound effect on the
impressionable Jack Longland. It was also a very formative part of his
life as he met his future wife Peggy, née Margaret Harrison, a daughter
of the famous Harrison & Harrison organ making family. The friendship
started at a Red Cross ball. Long lasting love found a way forward for
them, though there were complications, as each was engaged to another
at the time. They married in 1934. Each worked to support the
unemployed, mostly Durham miners, with their underfed children and
their cramped houses under the tip.

He was horrified by the futility of the conditions. The state of the coal
mines made him decide he wanted to take ‘the mainline express to a new
world, with fair shares for all', as he later reported to the Bakewell Civic
Society. He thought statutory education was the way to achieve this. Jack
Longland’s focus on those much less fortunate than himself was
sharpened significantly in 1934 when he met and became a close friend
of John Newsom, later Director of Education for Hertfordshire and, later
still the author of the major 1963 report on underprivileged children.
Entitled Half our Future, it concerned raising the potential of all children.
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Newsom had undertaken social work on some London housing
estates. He moved to Durham where he soon became responsible for the
county’s Community Service Council. He quickly decided he needed an
Education Officer and that it should be Jack Longland, whom Newsom
thought was wasted as a university don in an ivory tower. They set out to
establish a system of adult education for those who had practically
nothing, and were, in effect, on a scrap heap, unemployed, with no
prospects, but with a starving family to support. They were each critical
of absentee owners of the coal mines, Longland becoming a supporter of
nationalisation. He thought this would get rid of owners who did not care
and whose only concern was profit. By 1938 Newsom had left to become
Director of Education for Hertfordshire and Longland took over the
Community Service Council.

Soon there was a call from Newsom about a proposition he had for
Longland. Newsom had not a single graduate to support him in his new
role and he wanted Longland as his deputy to help meet the needs of the
children of Hertfordshire. Longland was taken by Newsom to meet the
Chair of Hertfordshire’s Education Committee. There was no advertising
of the post, no shortlisting or formal interview, but by then it was war
time. They chatted at length about their common background in literature
and rather less about education. There was a five minute break, after
which Longland was called back into the room and congratulated on
being made Deputy Education Officer for the county, another post in
which he had to learn on the job. Longland described his appointment as
one of the worst of the war and was completely open about his perceived
inadequacies like no awareness of the work of county councils, no
professional training for the role, and no experience of teaching in a
school.

Jack Longland learned quickly under the dynamic Newsom, who was
soon to encourage him to apply for director posts. In 1942 Longland was
called for interviews for posts in Nottinghamshire and Dorset, but they
were on the same day. He opted for the Dorset interview, claiming he
knew nothing about Nottingham while Dorset had attractions like rock
climbing and walking. He was surprised he had to make a speech to the
whole county council. He thought his most telling point was that he had
put Dorset ahead of Nottingham on the day. He was appointed as Director
of Education.
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Jack Longland described the need, in 1942, to bring Dorset into the
twentieth century. The county was rural with many small primary
schools, often with earth closets, and a few good grammar schools, but
with little understanding of how secondary education might be, other than
as a grammar school or an extension of junior schools. Butler’s planned
1944 Education Bill was to be the first significant national change since
1902, when local education authorities (LEAs) replaced school boards,
and fee paying secondary (post 12) schools were introduced. The 1944
Act was to make secondary education compulsory, up to age 15, and free
for the first time. Longland’s main role in Dorset had been selling rural
reorganisation throughout the county, even though war-time shortages
meant there was little in the way of finance, or materials, available to
merge or rebuild tiny schools, sometimes with just one or two teachers.
Longland was clear that the councillors were the decision makers, but
Longland and his team put forward the policies.

Longland had worked closely with like-minded individuals at regular
unofficial meetings, like the ‘All Souls Group’, to try to ensure that the
Butler Bill included what they thought it ought to contain. It produced its
own Green Paper and most of their suggestions were included. The group
thought the secondary school system had barely changed since 1902. It
needed to. John Newsom and John Maud, later Lord Redcliffe Maud
who became the Permanent Secretary at the Department of Education,
added gravitas to the group. ‘An exciting time to be working” was Jack
Longland’s description of the period.

He found a lack of perception and planning for options after the age
of 11, except in a few grammar schools. His main task became to
implement options that demonstrated a good education could be provided
for children who did not pass into a grammar school. Senior schools were
becoming secondary moderns, with a broader curriculum and expanding
age range. He saw his policy as putting the 1944 act into practice. He
maintained his contact with John Newsom, who continued as Jack
Longland’s strongest and most formative influence. The link was
between the two families, not just between the two educator fathers, and
extended to joint holidays, with wine, in Provence and the like after the
war.

After his years in what he called the ‘squire-archy’ of Dorset Jack
Longland became Director of Education for Derbyshire in 1949. So what
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were the attractions of Derbyshire for Jack Longland to work here, to
bring his family to live here and for his children to be educated? It offered
progression, it was one of the bigger counties, and would be more of a
challenge than Dorset. He found the atmosphere among councillors
favourable for change. Collectively, he thought there seemed to be an
acceptance that they had not done nearly as much in the past as they ought
to have done.

Efforts were made to persuade Longland to change career direction
and move into a school. A good contact of his was headmaster of
Winchester College, who dangled the offer of the post of Second Master,
with the carrot of taking over when the head retired. ‘Not my line of
country', said Longland of the chance. ‘I might have gone for it. I'm glad
I didn’t. I’'m not a natural headmaster".

As Director for Derbyshire he admitted he had to learn about
comprehensive education. He was used to the idea of grammar schools
and admired what many had given to the overall education system. He
saw what had been senior schools, now secondary moderns, closing the
gap to grammar schools as fifth and a few sixth forms were developed.
He accepted an invitation to the United States to talk about English
education, and so was able to see many of their ‘high schools'. These
were comprehensive, and established in rural and city areas. There were
things wrong with their system, but overall it did enable a significantly
higher proportion of their students to proceed to higher education. He
wanted to replicate this higher progression rate. With his sense of social
justice, he decided that streaming by different schools, grammar and
secondary moderns, was not what he called ‘a real life situation'.

Derbyshire was a Labour controlled county council when Jack
Longland arrived, but he declared it ‘not in the least left wing, except for
Mr Skinner of Bolsover'. He described the plan that he and his colleagues
devised as ‘almost entirely unprincipled'. He meant that he and his staff
looked at each area individually and devised a plan round what they saw
working well there. They avoided a system that led to a single solution
that everyone had to conform to and the county ended up with a varied
and mixed system, but one that was entirely comprehensive.

An area used to single sex schools could have two comprehensive
single sex schools. An area with a grammar school that achieved results
comparable with independent schools, like Bakewell, should have a
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Sir Jack Longland, Director of Education for Derbyshire
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comprehensive school that is, in Longland’s words ‘a nest of
scholarship’. Any one school could have a sixth form fed by students
from different schools. He was relaxed about splits at ages other than 11,
like the Leicestershire scheme with junior and senior comprehensives.
He did not say ‘This is the solution for the whole county’. Rather, ‘This
suits Matlock, and that suits Bolsover, and that suits Melbourne. To hell
with consistency'. He thought that once it was determined there should
be all-in secondary schools, even if some disapproved, it was best to stick
with a framework of systems that were effective locally. Overall
Longland claims it was fun to work a system out, without absolute
uniformity across the county, without, he emphasised, ‘any principles’
and, of course, to get it accepted by the Education Committee and the
County Council.

There were some 5,000 teachers in the county, far too many for Jack
Longland to get to know personally. He has said he found relations with
them relatively easy and that they were decent people to work with, even
if it was necessary to get rid of the ‘occasional crook'. Relations with the
National Union of Teachers and Ronald Gould were good, providing a
bridge between the teachers and the LEA. Later this changed. He visited
a good number of schools to become aware of the different issues they,
and their students, had to face. He met many teachers when attending
speech days and also interviewed personally some students applying for
LEA grants to study at university. Former BDHS president Trevor
Brighton remembers being quizzed, as a sixth former at Staveley
Grammar school in 1954, by Longland, about his grant application to
study history at university. When asked if he had any questions he would
like to ask, Trevor was quickly put in his place by the director. Trevor
asked about the then current political scene, when Longland was really
seeking questions about the application process.

Jack’s family recall that he persuaded the education committee that,
in addition to whatever the grant students qualified for on moving into
higher or further education, each one should receive a £50 cheque from
the county, with an explanatory letter signed by the Director himself.

The Director’s links with the Ministry seem to have been quite
amiable. The LEAs and the Ministry were each trying to ensure the Butler
Act was implemented appropriately. Longland has reported he did not
encounter political interference. LEAs had to keep within the law and
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obey ministry directives. If they did that the development of the
education service was delegated to them. Longland saw the Ministry as
a sort of grandmother in the background, not interfering unless the LEA
did something ‘damn silly'. He thought this was a time when LEAs could
‘blossom, flourish and do good things'. Money, he thought, was not quite
so tight then and was available for some new buildings, and for things
like the Museum and Arts service. They were not perpetually told they
could not have the money.

Arguably one policy implemented by Jack Longland in Derbyshire
came about in part by chance, but it remains the most copied by other
LEAs. Against some opposition the newly arrived Director eventually
persuaded the county in 1950 not to sell, as they planned, the big house
they owned beyond Buxton. Longland bemoaned the failure of schools
to include outdoor pursuits in their sporting activities which seemed to
be limited to team games like cricket and rugby, hockey and netball, by
the physical education staff. PE staff were some of the sternest critics of
his vision for youngsters to appreciate the countryside beyond sports
pitches.

‘White Hall” was 1250 feet above sea level, sometimes marooned by
snow, on the edge of the moors, facing the open country of the High Peak,
with rock climbing, caving, canoeing, dinghy sailing, hill walking and
camping opportunities. It was a new idea, unique among LEAs for a few
years. The rooms available, the catering and residential facilities, meant
the centre could also be used for county wide activities like music.

Jack Longland won the argument, but it did take a decade for the flood
gates to open and for most LEAs to follow suit. He really wanted
youngsters to be given the chance to learn about rural life, open country,
mountains, rivers and hills, especially if they only knew an urban
landscape. Like all education he insisted activities should be enjoyed, and
not suffered. He also was a staunch supporter of such opportunities for
all children with disabilities, which did not make them less deserving.

Longland’s original plan for including outdoor activities alongside
learning undertaken inside schools, was eventually replicated in over a
hundred centres across the counties. They have not all survived, for a mix
of administrative and financial book-balancing reasons. However, the
fact remains that his 'White Hall' vision became a policy initiative that
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allowed youngsters across the country to experience an aspect of
education not previously available.

So what were the most significant changes in the 30 or so years Jack
Longland spent as an educational administrator? Longland himself
identified the huge move away from the 1870 Education Act and the Poor
Law, and the idea that there were two kinds of education — ‘one for the
gents and one for the lower classes’. He saw the closing of a vast social
gap as well as an educational gap as a truly significant change and
improvement. He welcomed the easier movement between the private
schools and the maintained sector if required, which he illustrated with
Bakewell’s Lady Manners School ‘a Jacobean grammar school, with a
long history of providing a scholarly sixth form and competing on more
than level terms with Derbyshire’s Repton and other well-known public
schools'.

Longland’s own four children, who knew their parents as Jack and
Mum, went to a variety of different types of school. His sons attended the
same fee-paying prep school but had diametrically opposing views of it.
They went to quite different private schools later. One daughter went to
a grammar school but transferred to a boarding school, while the other
went to a local junior school and then the local grammar school, destined
to become comprehensive in 1972. He says he could not see the faintest
difference between his daughter who attended the local schools and her
siblings. What counts, he claimed, is whether it is a good school. He
added two pertinent comments: first, that it was ‘rather naughty’ if you
are a Director of Education to pay for private education, and second, that
he would not necessarily repeat the process.

Jack Longland made the time, somehow, to serve for significant
periods on a wide variety of national and royal commissions, public
bodies, committees and advisory groups, eighteen in all. He was generous
with his time. He also played a role in the local Bakewell community and
met requests to deliver talks and lectures, based on his wide experience.
He enjoyed a full social life in Bakewell and was one of what became
known as the ‘Bitter Hour’ group who met up at least weekly in different
licensed hostelries from 1959 to 1980.

Some matrimonial concerns were raised about this, which led to an
annual dinner with wives. Elaborate menus, with detailed wine lists, for
these occasions were produced and illustrated with entertaining sketches,

34



Sir Jack Longland

according to the interests and background of the year’s ‘President’ or
dinner organiser. In 1970, Jack Longland’s presidential year, alongside
the menu, there is a sketch of a series of high rock faces. Climbers are
linked via a very long rope to which are tied several crates of beer and
barrels of wine. Ledges feature open bottles, while the wild life includes
a goat at the top about to butt the lead climber back down. Records of
‘Bitter Hour’ remain in the family collection of papers.

One lifetime highlight for Jack was for him to have served as President
of the Alpine Club, a post he said that gave him more pleasure than if he
had been made Archbishop of Canterbury. Women were first admitted
to the club under his presidency. Another highlight was his invitation,
when aged 86, to address the Royal Geographical Society’s celebration
of the 200™ anniversary of the birth of Sir George Everest who had been
Surveyor General of India. The mountain was named after him. Those in
the audience included Lord Hunt, British leader of the successful 1953
expedition, and Sir Edmund Hillary who reached the summit. Tenzing
Norgay also reached the summit but had died in 1986. A host of other
famous climbers were present. An honour indeed.

What enabled Sir Jack to become as successful as he was? John
Harding’s obituary described him as a polymath, as he achieved at such
a high level and in several contrasting fields. He had intellectual and
physical abilities. He had good judgement, critical intelligence and
vision. He was a natural leader, usually able to gain quick respect from
others. He could identify and minimise risks, and see a wider picture,
with long term potential and implications. He is said to have been short
with the pompous and verbose, and Peter Lloyd wrote in his Alpine Club
obituary that Longland could be quite combative. He was strict when he
saw the need, but his personality was such that he got on well with most
of his contacts in his professional career, and those he met outside it.

He did regret, in retirement, having to sit by and watch as he felt later
conservative governments undermined some of his work, according to
The Times. His great sense of fun remained an asset and he did think life
was very much to be enjoyed. His family was at the heart of his life. And
yes, of course, he had taken the children rock climbing when young, en
famille. Their interest and commitment varied, but Jack ensured they
were each attached securely to the rope. Bottom of the rope in his own
harness? The family dog!
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Might he have chosen to be able to have more family time? Or, might
he have decided to extend his career while in his prime — as he could
surely have done?

Sources consulted

Jo, Nick and Vicky Longland, his surviving children, who have been patient and
generous with their time and support. They have provided access to family
papers and their own photos.

Resources held in Derbyshire Records Office and accessed in several visits.

Various obituaries/eulogies:

The Times, 2 December 1993

The Independent, 4 December 1993, Michael Westmacott

Michael Dower, addendum to above, about National Parks,
11 December 1993

Ian Stuart, Address given at funeral service, All Saints’ Church,
Bakewell, 4 December 1993

John Harding, Eulogy at Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Jack
Longland, at Priory Church of St Bartholomew, 11 March 1994

Jim Perrin, The Essential Jack Longland

Jim Perrin, Steady as a Rock, Guardian

Mark Reeves, The Accidental Hero, Climbers’ Club and Climber
Magazine, 1993

Himalayan Journal, items by Hugh Ruttledge, Walt Unsworth,
Paul Nunn

Peter Lloyd, obituary in Alpine Journal

Talks and publications by Sir Jack Longland:

Recollections, Bakewell Civic Society, 8 October 1975, copy held by the
family

Lecture, The Public Servant’s Job, Sept 1977, copy in Derbyshire Record
Office

Transcript of interview, 24 pages long, held by the family, between Sir Jack,
and an unspecified interviewer — one from the BBC seems likely. Natalie
Ween from BBC did interview him specifically about “My Word.”
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Other sources:

Hugh Ruttledge, Everest, 1933,

Hugh Ruttledge, Everest The Unfinished Adventure, 1937

Pete McDonald, The Story of White Hall Centre: Outdoor Education
Across the Decades, 2018. Contains much detailed information
about Longland in its 730 pages. Downloadable to a kindle for
£1.49.

Paul Williams, Rock Climbing in Snowdonia, 1990

National Union of Track Statisticians, online

Tony Heaton ‘Visionary Mountaineer Geoffrey Winthorpe Young’ in
National Trust magazine
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Pilsley — from major crossroads to sleepy village.
The history of Pilsley routeways
from 1700 to the present day.

Ann Hall

Introduction

A while ago I was researching local routeways for the Bakewell
Crosses Project, 2013. I asked Ralph Lord for his advice and he kindly
prepared a map with all the old paths and roads in the area which he had
recognised in his role as a gamekeeper for the Chatsworth Estate and
when working with the local historian, Stephen Penny. Also, he had lived
in Pilsley until he married and was particularly well informed about this
area from firsthand knowledge. His map was consigned to the back of the
project file and other research interests have occupied my time. However,
I always knew that I should return to his map to make certain that some
of Ralph’s routes would not be lost from memory.

I have looked at old maps on the National Library of Scotland website
and they are the bases of maps that [ have used to illustrate this article. I
examined those in the Chatsworth archive and the Derbyshire Record
Office. I have asked other local people about their memories and ideas
and used books and online resources. This article is a chance to gather
information about Pilsley routeways into one place, concentrating on
aspects of the topic which are not commonly known and to photograph
old features which are still in existence. I found that this research
reflected the wider changes that roads made to small communities in
Derbyshire over time.

I have not attempted to describe all the paths around Pilsley: there are
several minor routes which had shorter lives or were more informal,
branching throughout the area.
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Map 1 showing settlements and their present-day linking routes
which are described in the article.
A Pilsley, B Bakewell, C Chatsworth, D Baslow, E Edensor, F Beeley,
G Ashford in the Water, H Hassop, I Longstone Edge.

Early packhorse routes and trackways used by carts.

The medieval to early 19" century routes may have developed along
paths used by our distant ancestors as there is evidence for extensive
trading around the country in much earlier times.

In the Peak District packhorses were often more useful than carts
which required larger number of drag animals to transport loads over the
hilly terrain. Routes over rivers were another obstacle if fords were not
practical, often making the ways focussed onto bridges. This results in
steep valley approaches which were difficult for carts and the teams of
six or more horses which were often necessary to scale these tracks.
These factors increased transport costs for goods passing over land
through the Peak District.
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Map 2 Burdett’s map of 1767 shows Pilsley A at the cross roads to two major
routes. One travelled from Baslow D in the north east to Bakewell B in the
south west. The other was from Hassop H in the north west via Bradley Lane
and Pilsley to Edensor E and Chatsworth C in the south east.

Pilsley village(A) was at a major crossroads as shown on Burdett’s
map (map 2). The village was on one of the general trading routes
between Chesterfield in the east and Bakewell in the south west (D-A-
B). Lead was one of the important goods moved from the mines in the
Peak District to the East Coast ports.
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X i Q o
Photo 1 The old road to Pilsley passed behind the thatched cottage as shown
by the earthwork left and centre. The modern road to Chatsworth A623 is on

the left and crosses the Rymas brook in the foreground (see map 3 for
location)

Over time the route (shown in red on the map below) has been
modified but some vestiges of the older route remain. From Baslow (D)
the road passed up Pilsley Lane behind the thatched cottage where an
earthwork is still visible (photo 1), rather than by the front of Thatch
Meadow as it does today. At the 'balks', shown on the Burdett map (map
2) there was a branch beyond the cottage for a direct route to Edensor (E)
and Chatsworth (C). A line of lime trees over the field now marks its lost
path.
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Map 3 to show the routes of earlier packhorse and cart routes through
Pilsley. Baslow to Bakewell in red and Hassop to Edensor and
Chatsworth and Cromford in blue.
Letters show the sites of the accompanying photographs.

1 Carriage /cart bridge over Rymas Brook 2 Clapper bridge over Rymas Brook

3 Holloway behind Thatch Meadow 4 old route from Baslow to Edensor

5 Old route in Pilsley through Duck Row 6 Cross base 7 Rock Cottage and chert
boulder 8 Site of chert boulder removed to Chatsworth 9 Holloway on old
Hassop to Pilsley route 10 stone trough 11 piers of pedestrian bridge over River

Derwent
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Photo 2 The old road from Baslow to Chatsworth
marked by a row of lime trees (see map 3).

As the cross country route entered Pilsley, as Baslow Lane, it passed
between two rows of cottages (Duck Row) rather than to the north as it
does today. These cottages are believed to be the oldest buildings in the
village dating from 1709.

Photo 3 Duck Row, Pilsley
The old road from Baslow entered the village between the old houses.
(see map 3)
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There were at least two possible trackways from Pilsley, south and
west to Bakewell. The more westerly still to this day passes as a footpath
over fields and past an old cross base, down a steep hill and over a stream
at Redway Farm. An alternative route went south along Handley Lane
towards a guide stoop at the top of Edensor Lane and onward to Ball
Cross.

Photo 4 The cross base on the route to Bakewell from Pilsley:
the top of the High Street is visible in the distance (see map 3).

The remaining arms of the crossroads are from the north east and south
west (H-A-E and blue on map 3). The Longstone Edge, Hassop, Bradley
Lane, Pilsley, Edensor and Chatsworth packhorse route is described by
Dodd and Dodd, from first hand observations by Hobbes in 1679.

In the early days there was a packhorse route from Hassop to the
northern end of Bradley Lane. It crossed the Rymas Brook (photo 6),
south of Hassop and is still traceable climbing in the woods and then lost
as it passed over the hill. At the A619 end, the road issued through a
distinct holloway directly opposite the little bridge at the lower end of
Bradley Lane (photo 5). This holloway has been infilled with tree
planting and has been almost lost from view in the 21st century.
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Photo 5 Holloway from Hassop which connected with the
lower end of Bradley Lane and Pilsley (see map 3).

Later another route from the brook skirted the hill making it
favourable to carts, some of which were likely to have been loaded with
heavy chert blocks. These two routes can be seen clearly on the 1864 OS
map. The two routes may be an example where a cart track took the
shallower way and the packhorses took the more direct hilly way.

The cart/carriage route is served by a substantial bridge over the
Rymas Brook and leads directly to the lodge with ornamental gates into
Hassop Park (see photo 12 below and on map 3) The packhorse route
crosses the brook by a clapper bridge and ford (6 on map 3). Then the
route winds up Bradley Lane and into the top of the High Street in Pilsley.

From Pilsley south towards Edensor and Chatsworth the road divided
into two routes. One passed south down the valley by Dunsa. The higher
route left Pilsley along the ridge now planted with trees and onto the
Chatsworth golf course. Then it passed south by the Archway and Lodges
(the Ranger’s House) or down to the old Chatsworth Bridge.
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Map 4 1864 OS map showing two routes from Hassop to the 1801 Baslow to
Bakewell road (13 bends) in the top left corner.
Also visible are the remnants of the 1813 Turnpike road from Edensor to

Ashford in the lower right of the map and described below under “The
Turnpike Era”.

The packhorses and carts at the Pilsley crossroads made it a very busy
village and four inns/pubs were believed to have supported this traffic
(Naylor) where packmen, carters and their horses could be refreshed.
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Photo 6 The clapper bridge over the Rymas brook looking north towards
Hassop (see map 3).

There are two local traditions about these times which I investigated
in more detail.

Transport of chert

Ralph Lord is certain that Pilsley village had been on an early route of
chert transport from Longstone Edge to Cromford canal and onwards to
the Potteries.

Cream wear had become very fashionable in the mid-1700s and the
pottery manufacturers experimented with clays to ensure its pure colour,
by omitting coloured impurities from its production. Chert, rather than
the usual millstones or metal balls, was used to grind calcified flint
because chert ground to a white paste during this process. (See Note 1.)
Calcified flint, also white, was for use as an agent to strengthen the clay

in the many potteries around Stoke, also being an ingredient of bone
china (25%).
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Flint mills required regular supplies of the specialised chert which was
quarried in Derbyshire. There were chert quarries on the southern side of
Longstone Edge at Scratter and records show that the stone was moved
from there to Cheadleton (Cheddleton), Leek Wharf and Cromford
(Barnatt et al. 2017). Wedgwood financed the building of the Hassop to
Leek turnpike (completed between 1765 and 1779, Roberts) to facilitate
chert transport. The chert blocks used as pavers were prepared at the
quarry to 16 to 18 inches thick, whereas the blocks used as runners were
transported as large boulders weighing up to 2 tons. (Bowring (sic) 1999
and Stuart 2005) This meant that carts had to be used for transport rather
than packhorses.

Pilsley is not on the Hassop to Leek turnpike and two questions arise.

Did chert pass through Pilsley?

There is some tantalising evidence noted by Ralph Lord. A large
boulder of chert in Pilsley High Street outside Rock Cottage is believed
to have fallen off a cart passing from Bradley Lane at the top of the street
and on the route to Edensor and Chatsworth. The boulder was originally
near the entrance to the farm shop and is believed to be too heavy to have
been lifted back onto the cart and was left by the side of the busy road.

=

Photos 7 and 8 Rock Cottage and chert
boulder (see map 3).
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Curiously there is another boulder of very similar size and material in
a field south of the Rowdale Toll Bar. It is also beside another old route
from Hassop to Pilsley and Bakewell. See Note 2.

There is another boulder which gives further supporting evidence to
the Pilsley via Dunsa chert route to Cromford. It was moved to Dunsa in
1820 (possibly from an inconvenient site nearby) and later moved into
Chatsworth gardens in the 1960s to be on view by Flora’s temple. When
I asked for permission to view it in 2024, the boulder had been moved
again and is presently outside public areas. Photographs show a cherty
limestone block similar to the Pilsley boulder. Two flattened sides
suggest that it may have been quarried although glacial transportation, as
documented by others, cannot be ruled out.

Photos 9 and 10 Chert boulders (see map 3) — on the left formerly from
Dunsa Lane and now stored on the Chatsworth Estate. On the right a chert
boulder in Hassop field on an old route from Longstone Edge southwards.

Why would chert pass through Pilsley rather than use the Hassop
to Leek Turnpike?

There is evidence that chert was transported to Cromford Canal
(opened in 1794) in the accounts of Robert Thornhill who worked the
Longstone chert quarries from at least 1784 (Thornhill, 1958 and
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Thornhill, 1785-1821). These show that Leek was a destination of some
of his chert, by the Hassop and Leek turnpike, but that the destination of
many tons of chert in the 1790s to 1820s was the Cromford basin. The
chert was taken from there to the Potteries by canal. It is quite amazing
from the view of 21 century journeys to contemplate that this very
circuitous journey via the Cromford Canal, the Trent River, the Severn
Trent canal and Cauldon canal was preferable to a much shorter journey
along the Turnpike. Furthermore, another route from Longstone Edge to
the Cromford basin via the turnpike road from Bakewell (along the
present day A6) also seems much more attractive.

However, the Hassop Leek turnpike was not without its problems.
Sometimes ten horses were required to overcome the very steep hills and
this makes transport much more expensive (Bowring, sic). Also, bad
weather over the moors may have suspended movement. The logistical
and economic benefits of the canal route via Pilsley to Cromford may
have meant this was a good proposition to help maintain supply. Tolls
were absent on the start of the route from Longstone Edge via Pilsley to
Rowsley where tolls
onwards to Cromford
became payable.

However, there is one
steep hill, up Bradley
Lane, which would still
require a team of horses
to move the chert. It is
interesting to note that
there is a drinking
trough in a meadow at
the lower end of the lane
which  could have
accommodated  such
teams of horses needing
refreshment.

Photo 11 Stone trough at
the lower end of Bradley
Lane (see map 3).
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Lady Georgiana Cavendish and the Eyres of Hassop Hall

Another local story is that the route between Hassop via Pilsley to
Chatsworth was used for visits between Eyres at Hassop Hall and the
Cavendishes at Chatsworth House in the times of Georgiana, Duchess of
Devonshire (mistress of Chatsworth from 1774 to 1806). The substantial
carriage/cart route may have facilitated these communications. There is
an entrance into Hassop Hall directly opposite one of the routes emerging
from Pilsley (across the future B6001). The very grand lodge and gates
were not built until 1853 suggesting that at least some visits may have
been made at a later period. Inspection in the Chatsworth Archive has
found a family letter which describes one visit by Georgiana to Hassop
Hall making this connection not entirely fanciful.
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Photo 12 The carriage way from Rymas Brook to the Hassop Lodge gates
(just visible in the distance), running to the left of the curved hedge
from the bridge behind the photographer (see map 3).
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The Turnpike Era
Between 1739 and 1759 the first local turnpike road passed through

Edensor on the way from Bakewell via Chatsworth to Chesterfield and
Cromford, but it avoided Pilsley. However, in 1812 Potter planned the
first turnpike passing closer to Pilsley (Ashford to Edensor). It passed
from Edensor via Dunsa and south of Pilsley (shown in black on map 6)
and can be found on maps from this period (see 1864 OS Map 5).
Remnants of this road can still be observed as earthworks which are
shown in a Frank Parker video presented by Ralph Lord and Stephen

Penny.
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Map 5 Plan of the 1812 turnpike from Edensor to Ashford by Potter
Derbyshire Record Office Ref Q/RP/1/7/1-2
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Map 6 to show more recent routes via Pilsley. The 1812 turnpike in black,
the 1831 turnpike in purple and a pedestrian route from Pilsley
towards Chatsworth for estate workers in the 1900s in yellow.

By 1831 this early route was abandoned and Pilsley had its first and
only turnpike (purple). This new road tracked further north out of
Edensor, starting as the present day main road from Chatsworth B6012
towards Baslow. Where it passes through the Cuttings, it branches to
Pilsley as the B6048. This turnpike was a busy road with visitors from
Chatsworth now able to travel in comfort to Ashford where it joined the
Ashford to Buxton turnpike and then on to the spa town with all its
delights. To a certain extent the centre of Pilsley was bypassed, although
properties next to the route, Pilsley House also known as Top House, and
Pilsley School (1849) were built or upgraded to impress.

Extracts from the 6" Duke of Devonshire’s diary, quoted by Hugo
Read, show that on 12 October 1830 “I went to Edensor Inn and finally
settled road”. By 5 April 1831 “Walked to new Pilsley Road with Mill’s
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(the engineer)”. The rate of building infrastructure in those days was
impressive, even in winter.

The toll bar at Rowdale was built (1817/1823) at the expense of the
Duke of Devonshire to look especially attractive on this scenic drive from
Chatsworth to Buxton. In 1863 a gamekeeper’s lodge at Birchill started
to collect tolls as visitors turned off the Bakewell to Baslow Turnpike
(A619) towards Pilsley and Chatsworth (Hall).

The turnpiking of several local roads led to a gradual reduction in the
traffic passing through Pilsley with the 13 bends (A619) taking traffic
from Baslow to Bakewell from 1801 and the railway connections at
Rowsley (from 1849) Hassop and Bakewell (from 1863) were used for
the transport of chert from Bakewell. It was noted by Hudson that the
large boulders of chert were lined up at the station for inspection by the
chert merchants.

Modern times

Pilsley became a quieter backwater in recent times with only one
hostelry remaining in 1850 (The Devonshire Inn) and much of the
movement around the village was related to the estate workers who lived
and worked locally rather than through traffic as in earlier times.

Ralph remembers using a long-lost route when he walked to work
from Pilsley to Chatsworth in the 1950s. It was a footpath (yellow, on
map 6) down the fields from Pilsley and accessed by a gate and steps,
from the B6048, which still remain, although the footpath is out of use.
It crossed the B6012 and then over the Derwent by a small metal bridge
north of the Chatsworth caravan park. Many of the Pilsley folk used the
path to go to work in the large kitchen gardens in the grounds of Barbrook
House (demolished in the 1960s) or to other estate duties in the House,
Gardens and Park. He particularly remembers the long haul back up the
path at the end of a working day. The pillars of this bridge remain but it
was destroyed by floods in 1965 (Naylor). The water supply to Pilsley
was piped from Park Gate Farm over this bridge until mains water was
provided in 1966 (Taylor) and a concrete lined channel is still visible at
the approach to the bridge.

Ralph also remembers that carts from Pilsley would use a ford over
the Derwent south of the caravan site into the Park.
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Photo 13 Piers of the pedestrian bridge over the Derwent (see map 3).

Ralph has memories of gypsies who used to camp on the meadows at
the lower end of Bradley Lane in the 1940s when they were on their
migration between the farms of Staffordshire to the fields of Lincolnshire
for harvesting and farm labouring. They stayed with their horse drawn
caravans and carts for up to a week having a break between seasonal jobs.
The old trough would mean they had a ready water supply.

The traffic on the old turnpike route through Pilsley has increased
more recently with the development of the Chatsworth Farm Shop in the
old Stables south of Pilsley. Few of the visitors who sit in the cafg,
admiring the view looking towards Edensor Church, will know about the
many packhorse trains and the carts loaded with chert which passed down
the hill in front of them to Dunsa and beyond, in bygone times.
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Notes

1. Chert is described as a siliceous rock often found in association with
limestone which may permeate the rock to varying degrees. Chert, in its pure
form, is similar to flint and quartz and was used in prehistoric times as it
fractures in controllable ways and allows the manufacture of a range of stone
tools. This was common practice in the Peak District in the Mesolithic period
where there were no natural flint deposits.

When the term “chert” is used for the grinding of flint in the manufacture of
cream wear and bone china in the Potteries, it is not usually pure but rather the
rock is a composite of limestone with numerous bands of horizontal
microcrystalline chert (See Barnatt and Worthington 2017). Different amounts
of limestone within the chert make boulders of different hardness i.e. runners
within the grinding pan are less hard and pavers are harder so that the pan floor
does not need to be replaced as often, a time-consuming task.

2. Boulder dimensions. Pilsley - 94x71x51cms and Rowdale field - 104x70-
80x30-50cms and both are made of shiny blue chert.
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James Eastwood of Baslow:
A 17th Century Yeoman and his Kin

Lynn Burnet

High up on the inside wall in the dark northwest corner of St Anne's
church in Baslow is a board bearing the name of James Eastwood, he
being one of several benefactors to the poor of Baslow and Bubnell. This
article aims to bring him out of the shadows.

While researching family history in the 1990s I came across James's
will of 1695 in the Bagshaw Collection in Sheffield Archives, since
removed to Derbyshire Record Office (DRO). It is written in the
beautifully legible hand of John Stanley, the son of Thomas Stanley, the
Puritan rector of Eyam during the time of the plague. The choice of John
Stanley to draft his will leaves little doubt as to James's own religious and
political leanings. [See note 1]
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Part of James Eastwood's will written and signed by John Stanley of Eyam
in 1695. (DRO D7676/BagC/1618)
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His legacy to the poor of Baslow and Bubnell was the sum of ten
pounds, the interest thereof to be distributed to the most needy, once or
twice in the year, at the discretion of my executors these being his brother
William and William's son, William junior. The annual interest was ten
shillings. [See note 2] But James left more to posterity than ten pounds,
not least his will, which enabled me to trace the Eastwood family in 17th
century Baslow and from thence to Stainsby and Chesterfield.

James Eastwood's grandparents, John and Anne, were already in
Baslow in the 16th century. James was one of the eight children of their
son James Eastwood (1586-1637) and his wife Joan Sykes. All the
siblings are recorded in the Baslow baptisms register except for James
but it is likely he was born there in either 1626 or 1629. It appears that at
least at the time of his death he did not have a wife or any surviving
children and so his will is full of detail about his brothers, sisters, nieces
and nephews. From this and his sister Anne's will, also written by John
Stanley, can be gathered the following genealogical information. Some
dates from the Baslow and Bakewell parish registers have been added.
The first names in the following list are James's seven siblings.

1. Anne Eastwood (1616-1695) married Richard
Stevenson/Stephenson of Curbar and later lived in Bubnell. She
apparently had no surviving children by 1695.

2. John Eastwood (1619-1669) married Ann Brough in 1642 (died
1665). A posthumous son John Eastwood (1670-after 1695) was born
to his second wife Lydia Eastwood.

3. Alice Eastwood (1621-after 1695) married Roger Taylor and had a
daughter Ann Taylor who married Ralph Mellor of Over Haddon in
1687.

4. William Eastwood (1624-1707) married first Ellen who gave birth
to twins William and John Eastwood baptised in Bakewell in August
1656. Ellen was buried in Bakewell one month later. In the banns for
his second marriage, to Jane Rowbotham of Tansley in July 1657,
William is described as a tailor of Bakewell but it appears he soon
returned to live in Baslow. William's daughter Ann Eastwood married
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Henry Allsop and they had nine children. Both of the twins survived,
married and had children: the one surviving son of William Eastwood
(1656-1714) was Thomas Eastwood (1703-?) and the one surviving
son of John Eastwood (1656-1710) was Joseph Eastwood (1691-
1768). William Eastwood senior was the 5xgreat grandfather of
George Albert Eastwood, Mayor of Chesterfield.

5. Elizabeth Eastwood (1628-?) appears to have died young. No
further record of her has been found.

6. Margaret Eastwood (163 1-after 1695) married John Collier of
Bubnell and had daughters Mary Collier who married Edward
Heathcote of Longstone and Margaret Collier who married John
Dobbe of Bubnell in Bakewell in 1695.

7. Hellen Eastwood (1634-after 1695) was the only one of the siblings
to move out of the Bakewell area, to Langwith. She married first Joseph
Briggs in Chesterfield in 1656 and had sons Joseph Briggs and James
Briggs and daughter Sarah Briggs. Hellen's second husband was Arthur
Barker by whom she had a daughter, Hellen Barker.

Many of James Eastwood's neighbours in Baslow were unable to sign
their names, but James was literate. During the 1670s and 1680s he was
called upon as an appraiser of the probate inventories of more than a
dozen of his neighbours. In the will he wrote for his brother-in-law
Richard Stevenson of Curbar in 1671 he consistently spelled the word
'shillings' as 'sheellen', which suggests his own pronunciation.

In his own will James describes himself as a yeoman, because he
owned land, but he also mentions tools in his (work)shop. What kind of
trade James followed was a mystery until I came upon the probate papers
of Anthony Gregory of Calver, dated 1690, bearing the signature of
James Eastwood, who was described as a weaver. James left his tools to
John, the son of his deceased brother John if he thinks meet to follow his
trade or make use of them. Otherwise my mind and will is that the said
John Knowles shall assist him in the sale of them. James left some money
to John Knowles, but no hint as to who this man was. In the DRO there
is a collection of probate inventories from Youlgreave including a John
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Knowles, a weaver, who died 23 years after James. In her will of 1695
Anne Stephenson of Bubnell, James's sister, suggests that her nephew

John, son of John her late brother, was not in close contact with her as
she bequeathed him five pounds, if he shall be living, to come and receive

the same. Maybe nephew John Eastwood had been apprenticed to John
Knowles of Youlgreave.

John (bur. 1613)

James (bap. 1586)

|
Baslow and I | I
Bakewell
I;me:z,tmy John William James (yeoman)
John William (twins) John
Thomas Joseph (bap. Baslow 1691)
Joseph (bap. Stainsby 1725)
Northeast Derbyshire | |
18th & 19th centuries James Thomas

Thomas Joseph
(to Leicester)

Edward

George Albert

Outline pedigree chart of adult male Eastwoods mentioned in the text.
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James Eastwood's probate inventory was taken on 4 June 1695, two
days after his burial. It shows his house in Baslow to have been a small
cottage with a houseplace (kitchen/living room) and a parlour on the
ground floor and a chamber above each. Like most of his neighbours
James was a tenant of the Earl of Rutland and with the Earl's permission,
he bequeathed the tenancy to his brother William, a husbandman.
William's will of 1707 mentions the house that was James's as well as his
own house and unusually for a will he says where the houses were, at
Bridge End and Cock Hill (the hill where the Cavendish Hotel stands).

MoorseN\/

o

Church
EH Eastwood House
EC Eastwood Cottage

Q S School

Sketch map of part of Hathersage based on the 1899 OS map.
The extent of Eastwood's Farm in 1817 is indicated in green.
Eastwood House and Eastwood Cottage are present day names.
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James had four beds, the usual household items and some books.
Outside he had a barn, a cow, a heifer, a calf and a mare and husbandry
ware. By far his most valuable asset was money that was owed to him,
£162. He would have gained most of his wealth from property rather than
from weaving.

In the 1670s and 1680s James bought land in Hathersage, Little
(Nether) Ashop and Thornhill. He also owned a house and land in Curbar,
which he bequeathed to his nephew William Eastwood. His land in Little
Ashop and Thornhill he bequeathed to nephews James and Joseph
Briggs. Sister Anne received a house and land at Carr Head, Hathersage,
which she in turn bequeathed to her brother-in-law John Collier of
Bubnell, the husband of James and Anne's sister Margaret. Another house
and land in Hathersage, in the tenancy of Francis Bingham, that became
known as Eastwood's Farm, James bequeathed to his three-year-old great
nephew Joseph Eastwood, son of his nephew John. John was to receive
the income from this farm until Joseph reached the age of 21. [See note
3]

In 1707 the twins John and William Eastwood each inherited the
tenancy of a house in Baslow from their father William, one at Cock Hill
and the other at Bridge End. William junior was enjoying income from
his land at Curbar and John was enjoying income from his son Joseph's
farm in Hathersage. Unfortunately John died as result of a tragic accident
when Joseph was only 19. In December 1710 54-year-old John was
suffocated or 'damped' in a coal mine at Brampton. Joseph may have
remained in Baslow with his uncle William until William's death four
years later, but at some point he left for Stainsby near Hardwick Hall.

Stainsby isn't far from Langwith where Joseph Eastwood had Briggs
and Barker relatives. In 1718 in Ault Hucknall, Joseph married a local
woman, Rosamund Shepley, nine years his senior and possibly heiress to
a farm in Stainsby. According to a Derbyshire poll book of 1734 Joseph
Eastwood of Stainsby was owner of land in Hathersage. By virtue of his
being a freeholder of land worth more than 40 shillings in rent he was
entitled to vote in parliamentary elections. It is the evidence in this poll
book that enables a connection to be made between the 17th century
Baslow Eastwoods and the 18th and 19th century Eastwoods in the
Chesterfield area.
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Rosamund and Joseph had two daughters and one son, another Joseph,
who was born in 1725 when his mother was aged 43. This Joseph, a
farmer, married Lydia Peace in Ault Hucknall in 1749 and had nine
children, including two sons who survived to carry on the Eastwood
name. Lydia died in September 1772 and Joseph took a second wife in
October 1773, Elizabeth Clay, a widow. Joseph witnessed the entry
above his in the marriage register, the marriage in July 1773 between
Joseph Wright of Derby and Ann Swift of Ault Hucknall. It is unlikely
that Joseph had any connection to the already famous artist, but he may
have been acquainted with the 24-year-old bride. Alternatively he could
have just happened to be around at the time, probably as the
churchwarden. It is said that Joseph Wright of Derby married in secret
and therefore his own family were unlikely to have been present. Ann
Swift was the daughter of a lead miner and almost 15 years younger than
her husband.
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An extract from the Ault Hucknall marriage register of 1773
showing the marriage of Joseph Wright of Derby witnessed by Joseph
Eastwood and followed by his own marriage. (DRO microfilm M 418 vol 7)
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Joseph and Lydia's two sons, both baptised at Ault Hucknall, were
James (bap.1754) and Thomas (bap.1764). James Eastwood married Jane
Watkinson in Ault Hucknall in 1775 and Thomas Eastwood married
Sarah Smith of Hasland in Chesterfield in 1789. The first of Thomas and
Sarah's six sons was another Joseph, baptised in Chesterfield in March
1790. He became a blacksmith in Hasland and married Hannah. Joseph
and Hannah's second son, born in 1826, was Edward Eastwood who built
up the business of Chesterfield Carriage and Wagon Works (Eastwood
Wagon Works) and served the town as a JP, alderman and philanthropist.
His third son, George Albert, followed in his father's footsteps and served
as Mayor of Chesterfield three times during 1905-1907.

The Eastwood family proliferated in northeast Derbyshire, many of
them working in metal industries. Joseph the blacksmith of Hasland had
a cousin Thomas Eastwood who was born in 1795 at Wheatbridge in
Brampton, the tenth child of Joseph's uncle James. At about the age of 21
this Thomas, the author's 3xgreat grandfather, migrated to Leicester
where he became an iron moulder, no doubt at James Cort's newly
established iron foundry close to Thomas's home. Edward Eastwood also
lived in Leicester as a young man starting his distinguished career in
railways. In 1851 he resided with his wife and young son in St George's
Street, only a stone's throw from Leicester Union Workhouse where
Thomas was living out his final days.

When Joseph Eastwood of Baslow migrated to Stainsby he left behind
his young cousin Thomas Eastwood (bap.1703). Thomas married
Elizabeth Feasy in Bakewell in 1729 and soon afterwards had a daughter,
Margaret. Around the time of his marriage he appears twice in the
Bakewell constables' accounts, being paid for a fox and described as Tho:
Eastwood the huntsman. He and another man were also paid one shilling
and fourpence for cleaning St Mary's well in Bakewell. Thomas and
Elizabeth seem to have been just scraping by because in the year April
1731 to April 1732 Elizabeth Eastwood received several payments from
the overseers of the poor including four shillings to bury her two month
old son in Baslow. The last Eastwoods recorded in the 18th century
Baslow burials register are Margaret, in 1750, and Elizabeth in 1779,
presumably Thomas's 20 year old unmarried daughter and her elderly
mother. What happened to Thomas the huntsman is unknown.
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Notes

1. Thomas Stanley of Eyam wrote the will of Richard Coyle of Eyam in
1665 (which is available online through Findmypast.co.uk). Thomas and
John Stanley signed as witnesses. The signature of John Stanley is the
same as on James Eastwood's and Anne Stephenson's wills. As they
chose John Stanley to write their wills it is likely that both James and
Anne were Puritans.

2. In his will of 1707 William bequeathed to Samson White of Baslow
and Edward Heathcote of Bubnell the ten pounds that James had
entrusted to him. The money was in the hands of William Green of
Ashford. White and Heathcote were to invest it for the use of the poor.

3. Rosamund Meredith (1970) gives some history of Eastwood's Farm. A
farm then called Cowper's Farm comprising a messuage and several
(named) closes, originally part of the Fitzherbert's estate in Hathersage,
was sold in 1655. The purchaser was Richard Sylvester of Padley and the
tenant was Francis Bingham. James Eastwood purchased it sometime
after 1667 and left it to his nephew Joseph Eastwood in 1695. The
Binghams acquired what was by then called Eastwood's Farm sometime
between 1734 and 1762 and they sold to Henry Ibbotson of Hathersage.
Ibbotson passed it to his daughter Ruth Furness. By 1817 Eastwood's
Farm was owned and occupied by John Furness and comprised a
homestead and garden, half of Camp Green and several more closes,
totalling 7.3 acres. According to Meredith Eastwood House stands on the
site of the original homestead on Camp Green inherited by Joseph
Eastwood while Eastwood Cottage is likely to be on the site of buildings
originally on an adjacent farm.

In his will of 1697, John Collier left his two farms at Carr Head, named
Buckley's Farm and Boar Farm, to his grandson Edward Heathcote. The
latter is likely to have belonged to James Eastwood before 1695.
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The 1724 map of Over Haddon !

Peter Barker

The map of the manor of Over Haddon (see fig. 1) was drawn in 1724,
hence 30 to 40 years before the Agricultural Revolution. It was drawn at
the request of the manorial lord, Mr Thomas Coke of Melbourne Hall.

As presentation of the map is constrained by page size, portions of the

map will be expanded in order to examine specific points.

It is immediately apparent that the western side of the map is mainly
composed of large fields - the Slade, West Field and to the extreme west,
the Common. (see fig. 2) Portions of West Field are sectioned off by
parallel field walls, on the map labelled West Fields 1, 2 and 3. To the
north of these portions is the Slade, so called to this day. These fields are
'squarish' in shape though containing some long walls which provide sub-

divisions running north to south.
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fig.2 the western section of the map
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