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Chair’s Review and Report for 2023 
 

Ken Smith 
 
 
Introduction 
 Like so many people and organisations, the Society and the Museum 
continued, to a significant extent, to return to normality during 2023.  Our 
programme of talks was reinstated and our summer social and its meal 
occurred, as did our ‘thank you’ lunch for Museum volunteers.  Some 
trustees left the Board, while others were appointed – including your new 
Chair!  The Museum could only open for five days per week, not least 
because our volunteer numbers aren’t yet up to our pre-Covid levels, 
though the sterling efforts of our Museum Manager, Dr Mark Copley, 
and those who do volunteer are welcomed, lauded and fully deserving of 
our thanks.  This situation notwithstanding, our visitor numbers and 
revenue streams are only marginally below target in increasingly 
straitening economic times for everyone.  We expect to end the year with 
financial reserves maintained which is a tribute to all concerned.  My 
thanks to all who have contributed to achieving this. 
 

The Society 
 While the worst of the Covid pandemic might be over, its impacts, 
along with the economic downturn, have continued to be felt in a number 
of ways; one was the cancellation of the talks programme that has proved 
so popular with members.  A further impact of that necessary decision 
was a drop in membership of the Society, as that member benefit was no 
longer available.   
 Since September 2023, we have reinstated the talks programme and 
members and non-members have been entertained with information 
about Beauchief Abbey, Derbyshire toll roads and the boot and shoe-
makers’ strikes in Stoney Middleton and Eyam from 1918-1920.  A full 
monthly programme of talks is now in place up to July 2024; dates have 
been agreed for the talks programme for 2024-25 and the task of filling 
those slots has been started.  Anyone who has attended talks elsewhere 
that they think might be appropriate for the Society do please get in touch 
with me. 
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Subscriptions 
 While we hope that provision of more benefits for members of the 
Society will encourage new members to join, and old Members to re-join, 
Trustees have to face the reality of costs versus income.  We will be 
holding the subscriptions at their current levels for the next calendar year.  
However, because of the increase in costs of services and materials, 
analysis of the costs of membership provision against membership 
subscription income, shows that subscriptions now only just cover the 
cost of providing the journal, the newsletters, free access to the Museum 
and the ancillary costs of running the Society.  It is likely that Trustees 
will have to consider a small increase in the annual Society subscription 
for 2025 onwards if costs continue to rise as they have to date.   
 One of the main benefits that Members receive for their subscription 
is the Journal.  In recent years it has become more difficult to fill those 
pages.  I know people are increasingly busy, but I am equally sure there 
is a bevy of authors out there who, if they can only carve out the time, 
could provide articles that would be of interest to the membership.  Please 
think about committing pen to paper (as it were) and support your Society 
through the pages of the Journal. 
 

Trustees 
 At the start of my tenure as Chair, at the AGM in May 2023, the 
Society had only six Trustees, having accepted the resignation of my 
predecessor as Chair, Sir Kevin Barron.  Advertising for more Trustees 
was already in hand by the time of that AGM, which resulted in six 
applications.  Following interviews in late June, a further three Trustees 
were appointed to the Board: Richard Hildebrand, Peter Mahood and Lisa 
Simpson.  They bring with them a range of skills that is already proving 
beneficial to the Society, including local knowledge, historical data, 
volunteering experience, public/community engagement and historical 
analysis, marketing, sales and boardroom experience.  Brief biographies 
of each appeared in the September Newsletter (Issue 74).   
 

Volunteers 
 Prior to the Covid pandemic, the Society was blessed with support 
from more than 80 volunteers who provided a wide range of support for 
the Museum and the Society.  While this number fell significantly during 
the pandemic, as time has passed and with it the beneficial contribution 
of vaccinations and a return of confidence in gathering together, the 
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numbers have increased and currently total some 66 people.  
Nevertheless, despite the best efforts of our Museum Manager, Mark, and 
our volunteer cohort, there are insufficient numbers of people, at present, 
to open the Museum for more than 5 days per week.  My thanks to all 
those volunteers who so willingly donate their time and effort to the 
Society and to keeping the Museum open and functioning to the delight 
– from the feedback from visitors (and described by Ann Treneman in 
The Times on 25 November as ‘..a wonderful museum..’) – of all who 
cross the threshold. 
 Efforts continue to be made to recruit additional volunteers to enable 
us to welcome more people to enjoy and learn from the Museum’s 
exhibits.  These have included leafletting every house in Bakewell which, 
sadly, resulted in no-one coming forward.  The Board has approved Mark 
making a grant application for support to enable us to appoint another 
member of staff in 2024, as a way to return to opening seven days per 
week and to see if we can increase visitor numbers, and therefore our 
income, over the year sufficient to be able to continue with such an 
arrangement thereafter.  At the time of writing, we await the response to 
our grant application. 
 

In Memoriam 
 We remember those members of the Society who passed on during 
2023. 
Carol Newsom 
 Carol’s father, John Newsom, was the distinguished educationalist 
who, in 1963, led the Government Committee that produced the Newsom 
Report into the need for better education for “pupils of average and less-
than-average ability”. Carol followed her father into the education 
profession, initially teaching what was known then as ‘Domestic 
Science’. In 1967 she was appointed Bursar at High Peak College, 
Buxton, a post she held until her retirement in 2003. It was then that she 
became an enthusiastic and generous volunteer at The Old House and it 
was undoubtedly her early professional experience that led to her 
becoming affectionately referred to as ‘the pickle lady’ because of the 
renowned pickles and jams that she produced and selflessly provided for 
raffles. Carol was highly respected in her profession and her past students 
would always greet her fondly and enthusiastically during any chance 
post-retirement encounters. Carol was also a member and past president 
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of Buxton Soroptimists International as well as an active member of the 
local fundraising branch of the RNLI. 
Alan Martin 
 Alan, the son of a Nottingham coal miner, was a qualified mining 
engineer who worked as a quarry manager in the south and east of 
England, as well as in Africa. He later moved to Stanton in Peak as 
manager of the quarry there. He became chairman of the parish council 
and was drawn into BDHS by his wife, Jane. Eventually they settled in 
Bakewell. 
 Alan was a keen owner of vintage cars and for several years 
represented the Society by driving one in the Bakewell Carnival. He had 
an extensive knowledge of local geology, including Ashford marble. 
 He will be remembered by many museum volunteers and Society 
members as the 'soup dragon' for his contributions to numerous social 
events at the museum making gallons of soup over the years, and as 
'Simon the Cellarer' manning the bar on convivial evenings. 
 

 

The Old House Museum 
 Under the professional and extremely enthusiastic guidance of our 
Museum Manager, Dr Mark Copley, the Museum is regaining its strength 
and popularity after the pandemic impacts. While the uncertain economic 
outlook and the cost-of-living impacts of inflation have reduced 
everyone’s discretionary spend, visitor numbers have been only slightly 
down on targets for this year, which themselves were reduced against the 
2019 figures because of our only opening for five days per week this year 
instead of seven. 
 At the time of writing (1 December 2023) the draft figures suggested 
the following  -  No. of visitors                 6051 (target 6953) 

       Visitor income (including Group Visits)     £38,900 
       Grants                                           £3,099 
       Legacies, donations, gift-aid               £4,442 
           Members’ subscriptions                         £2,180 
             Total income (unratified)                               £48,621 
 

 Two social events have been held at the Museum this year.  On 
Saturday 19th August a summer social event was held, enabling members, 
volunteers and Trustees once again to meet, this time in the convivial 
surroundings of the courtyard.  On 20th November an end-of-season 
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buffet lunch was provided as a thank-you event for volunteers and the 
sterling work they had done in keeping the Museum open.  Both events 
enabled your new Chair to introduce himself to people.  On both 
occasions Pat Green provided and over-saw the provision of food and 
refreshments.  Pat has also been providing refreshments at the end of each 
of the monthly talks that the Society has reinstated at the Friends Meeting 
House.  She is roundly thanked for the dedicated input she makes to these 
and other activities, as are those people who have helped her on each of 
these occasions. 
 

The Old House 
 Activities are in hand for the Old House, both internal and external.  
The last quinquennial (five-yearly) review of the building identified a 
range of repairs and maintenance issues that need to be addressed, some 
more urgent than others.  Covid and social distancing prevented many of 
these being undertaken, as well as curtailing the income streams needed 
to pay for these works.  A grant application towards the necessary works, 
while accepted at Expression of Interest (EoI) stage, was withdrawn 
following a site visit from Historic England, when it became clear that 
the work necessary to complete and submit an application, including 
planning permission and listed building consent, was just not feasible in 
the time available.  Instead, it is our intention to submit another EoI in 
2024 when we feel that we will be better prepared and have all the 
necessary ducks lined up (though that is no guarantee of success, of 
course). 
 Meanwhile, plans have been implemented for developing the 
houseplace into a more evocative rendition of a Tudor room, to provide 
a more appropriate visitor flow through the ground-floor Tudor rooms 
and enhance visitor experience and improve overall management 
(including warmth for welcoming volunteers!).  This means moving the 
entrance and all of its associated paraphernalia out of the houseplace and 
into the industrial gallery.  A grant application has been made to the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund which, unfortunately, proved 
unsuccessful.  While we are still going ahead with this change, it is 
inevitable that we will have to drop some of the more ambitious elements, 
at least temporarily, as they will be unaffordable. 
 

 
 



Conclusions 
 As the impacts and restrictions of the Covid pandemic begin to wain 
further, the Society has begun to regain the ground that has been lost since 
2019.  The Museum, operating at reduced opening hours, has attracted 
over 6000 visitors whose contributions have meant that we have covered 
our costs in 2023.  At the same time, we are progressing plans to open 
seven days per week next year, along with moving the visitor entrance 
and developing the houseplace experience, with all the benefits that we 
believe will accrue as a result.  The Society talks programme has been 
reinstated and is, so far, attracting audiences of 25-30 people each month.  
We have increased our Board of Trustees, bringing in skills and expertise 
that will benefit the Society and the Museum.  While much of our work 
is achieved at little or no monetary cost, some costs are unavoidable and 
an increase in Society subscriptions may be on the horizon for 2025.  A 
huge word of thanks is due to our growing band of dedicated volunteers 
who are so generous with their time and enthusiasm (and in that I include 
our Trustees) – numbers are rising again towards pre-Covid levels, 
though we aren’t there yet – without whom nothing would be possible: 
whether it be house-front or behind the scenes at the museum, managing 
the monthly talks or running the Society through the Board of Trustees. 
I must thank Mark for his enthusiasm and dedication to the Museum, both 
in supporting our volunteers as well as ensuring that our visitors have the 
best possible experience when visiting the Old House Museum.  Thank 
you all for your contributions to a successful 2023 and I look forward to 
working with you all for an even more successful 2024! 
 
Ken Smith 
Chair of Trustees 
December 2023 
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Bakewell & District Historical Society  
founded 70 years ago in 1954. 

 
 2024 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the Bakewell & 
District Historical Society and the saving of the Old House from 
demolition. The following is an extract from an article written by Michael 
Plant in the BDHS Journal 2004 marking the 50th anniversary entitled  

 

How the Parsonage House was saved 
and the Historical Society formed. 

 
 Long before the question of demolition was raised, many of the 
cottages within what was then known as Cunningham Place had been run 
down to the extent of being slums and at least some of them had been 
condemned as unfit for human habitation.  ... Demolition orders were 
served on the property's owner, Miss V.K. Harrison on December 23rd, 
1952.  These asked Miss Harrison if she intended to make the building 
fit for human habitation or to make an offer as to future use.  
Unfortunately, no offer was made and neither Miss Harrison nor her 
agent, John Marchant Brooks, attended the Council meeting on January 
28th, 1953, at which the matter was considered, so it was hardly 
surprising that demolition orders were made.  These were sealed in 
March 1953 giving Miss Harrison the right to appeal to the County Court.  
No appeal was made. 
 Meanwhile, Charles Bradbury, a local builder, had been carrying out 
investigations of his own and these revealed that Cunningham Place was 
a good deal more than a collection of ramshackle slums.  Fortunately Mr 
Bradbury had a sense of history, ... his mother had lived in Cunningham 
Place as a girl.  He was willing to buy the relevant part of the building 
(the oldest) provided that the demolition order were lifted.  Weeks of 
work revealed features of the original house that had been hidden for 
generations, but which clearly showed that it was of considerable 
antiquity and quality.  Nothing could be done, however, until the 
demolition order was withdrawn.  
 This is where John Marchant Brooks enters the story, as he was one 
of the people to whom Charles Bradbury turned in his efforts to have 
Cunningham Place preserved.  Not only was Mr Marchant Books Miss  
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Harrison's agent, he was also a leading member of the local community  
and thus as likely as anyone to influence others.  It is clear, however, that 
a number of other people had an important part in the preservation of the 
building.  Both Mr Bradbury and Mr Marchant Brooks praise Mrs 
Needham of the Bakewell Pudding Shop, Maurice Goldstone, the antique 
dealer, and George Butler, the artist, for the prominent part they played. 
Mr Marchant Brooks enlisted the support of a number of experts in the 
field of historic buildings and, although he appears to have a stay of 
execution, he did not succeed in having the demolition order lifted.  It 
seems that for the time being, at least, no one was able to convince those 
in authority that Cunningham Place was of sufficient importance to merit 
saving. 
 As Miss Harrison was financially unable to bring the cottages up to 
standard or to pay for the demolition, she had indicated her willingness 
to sell the whole building for next to nothing.  Mr Bradbury mentions a 
sum of £30.  The Council, too, was worried that the expense of demolition 
might become a charge on the rates ... so this may have been an added 
reason why nothing was done for several months. 
 Those who wished to see the building preserved faced three problems.  
Not only did they have to show that it was worth preserving, they had to 
acquire and they also had to find a use for it afterwards. Mr Bradbury 
always favoured the creation of a house, but all the others were coming 
to the conclusion that the building become a museum, and that an 
historical society should be formed as a first step.  Thus the Historical 
Society and the Museum have always gone together, one has always been 
the reason for the other. 
 Back in 1954 the most formidable problem to be overcome was 
ensuring preservation and this was at last achieved, when in October 
1954 the building was finally listed.  Eighteen months of effort and 
persistence had had their reward and the inaugural meeting of the 
Historical Society took place the same month on October 22nd, 1954, at 
George Butler's house in Castle Street. Eleven people attended and they 
elected John Marchant Brooks as their first Chairman. Another important 
item of business was to accept the generous offer of the Harrison family 
to make a deed of gift of the three cottages which now form the parlour, 
buttery and terrace.  The houseplace cottage was added in 1955, and the 
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remaining two cottages were the subject of a later gift. [They were still 
occupied until the 1960s.] 
 The second meeting of the Society was held in the same place a month 
later, at which thirteen new members were elected...  By this time 
Cunningham Place had been inspected by Alan Reed, the architect for 
the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, and he suggested that 
the building was indeed late medieval, giving it a construction date of 
about 1450. (Further research later gave a date of 1534.) 
 The meeting of December 1954 was the first to be held at the Bakewell 
Pudding Shop by courtesy of Mrs Needham.  This was the venue until 
1961 ...  At this meeting Lord John Manners was proposed as our first 
President, an office he held until 1971. 
 The original name adopted by the Society for Cunningham Place was 
'The Old Priest's House', but ... early in 1955 it was decided to drop the 
word 'Priest's' from the title. 
 

 
Members of the Society in front of the great fireplace in 1956. 

Mrs Willis, Maurice Goldstone, Mrs Butler (front), Mrs Brooke, Laurence 
Knighton, Mrs Pavio Knighton, Mr Willis, Charles Bradbury, Mrs Needham, 

Mr Needham, Mr Morgan, George Butler, Reg Broomhead. 
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 Much money was needed for renovation work, and this was carried 
out by volunteers and by professional builders, Charles Bradbury and 
Malcolm Sellors.  Funds were initially raised by the membership through 
social events and loans from the members, who were few in number in 
the 1950s.  Indeed, there were only 57 paid up members at the 1958 AGM 
so an enormous amount was achieved by very few people.  Progress was 
such, however, that the first room of the Museum was opened in 1959 by 
the Bishop of Derby. 

 

 
 

Museum opening ceremony 1959 with the Bishop of Derby and John 
Marchant Brooks (Society chairman).  

Violet Harrison, who gave the house to the Society, is seated at the entrance. 
 
 
Further information on the early days of the Society and the Museum can 
be found in BDHS Journals, e.g.1990, 1996, 1998, 2003, 2004. 
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The Derbyshire family of Bakewell 
 

Marian Barker 
 

 In 2023 the museum received a family history enquiry regarding a 
shop in Matlock Street. The Derbyshire family had owned a bakery and 
cafe at No.3 Matlock Street in the 1930s and 1940s. Unfortunately, the 
museum did not have any old photographs showing this shop, but the 
enquirer, Mr Roger Derbyshire, generously forwarded the information he 
had about his family's connection with Bakewell reaching back into the 
19th century.  
 Prior to the time of the 1861 census the family were living sometimes 
in Darley Dale and sometimes in Chesterfield, but in 1861 Jonathan 
Derbyshire, born 1805,  previously recorded as a carpenter, was recorded 
as a wheelwright living at Rose Cottage, Vicarage Lane, Bakewell.  
(Vicarage Lane is now Monyash Road.)  His family subsequently moved 
to Water Street, Bakewell. Other addresses recorded are Hill Cottage and 
Acre Wall Terrace. 
 They had seven children, the boys attending the National School in 
Bakewell. Two of the boys eventually worked with him as wheelwrights.  
Son Joseph, b1834, took over the business after the death of his father in 
1872. 
 At the time of the 1871 census there were eight wheelwrights recorded 
in Bakewell, including Jonathan and Joseph, i.e. Bagshaw, Redfearn, 
Robinson, Sexey, Wager and Carter. By 1881 there were ten 
wheelwrights listed - Frost, Punchaby, Needham (2), Woodiwiss, 
Howarth and Wager (3). Joseph Derbyshire had two apprentices. Until 
the arrival of motorised vehicles, horse drawn carts, wagons and coaches 
provided many opportunities for business in the repair and construction 
of wheels.  
 Joseph and his wife Mary had ten children, eight boys and two girls, 
and in 1881 were living at 3 Matlock Street. It is possible that the family 
operated the wheelwright business behind the property. The third son, 
George, also became a wheelwright and is recorded as living at 3 Matlock 
Street with his parents. The second son, John Henry, became a 
blacksmith and following many years living at Matlock Street, 
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subsequently set up a business in Baslow. His address given at his death 
was 'The Forge', Baslow. 
 In 1920, when property belonging to the duke of Rutland was sold off,  
No.3 Matlock Street appeared as Lot 664 indicating that it was let to A. 
J. Derbyshire (Arthur) for £25 per year. On the ground floor there were a 
sitting room, living room and a pantry. Also listed were a motor cycle 
shop and garage. On the two floors above were six bedrooms, and a 
bathroom. Gas and water were laid on. 
 

 
 

 
  
                 
 
 
 
 
 

Matlock Street 
 

Page and section of map from the Rutland sale catalogue of 1920. 
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 The youngest son, Arthur b1882, grandfather to the compiler of this 
family history, was also employed in the family business as a 
wheelwright, subsequently described as a coach builder and in 1911 a 
cycle dealer. During WW1 he is described as a motor engineer and 
repairer of Matlock Street.  It is interesting to note that under the Lighting 
Order of 1916 he was required to give evidence for the defence of a 
motorist who had been charged with failing to obscure his vehicle's 
headlights. Arthur told the court that there had been a great deal of 
misunderstanding amongst his customers as to the proper meaning of the 
new Lighting Order for motor cars.  During the war he also volunteered 
to become a Red Cross volunteer stretcher bearer in the Red Cross Men's 
Department in Bakewell. 
 At some point in the 1930s Arthur decided to have a change of 
employment. In the 1939 Register he is recorded having a 'bread, 
confectionery and cafe'  business at their home in Matlock Street.   
 
 

 
 

Matlock Street, Bakewell, 1920s 
photograph from Bakewell Old House Museum collection. 
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Arthur and Rosa with their children c1918. 
Back row- Arthur, Kathleen and Cecil.  

Front row - Peter and John (father of Roger Derbyshire) 
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Arthur and Rosa at the rear of the cafe at 3 Matlock Street. 
 

 

 
 

Arthur's wife Rosa in the washing up area at the back of the cafe. 
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Arthur's son, Peter, assisted in the 
family business, delivering bread and 
cakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sylvia Adlington also worked in the 
cafe in 1934. 
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In 1940 Arthur and Rosa advertised for staff to assist. 
 

Two good girls aged 18 to 25 years for housework  
and help in small cafe business. 

Wages 17s 6d per week and good outings. 
 
 Two of their sons assisted in the family business delivering bread and 
cakes in the area.  After Arthur died in 1946 Rosa continued managing 
the business, but after her death in 1951 the two sons were less successful 
and the cafe and bakery closed a year later. 
 
 

 
 

Matlock Street 2023.  Using the map accompanying the Rutland sale 
catalogue it is probable that Arthur and Rosa's bakery and cafe were at the site 

of today's 'Graze Cafe & Gifts'. 
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 Included in the family story is an account of the wedding of Mary 
Elizabeth Derbyshire, born 1868, daughter of Joseph Derbyshire.  Mary 
married John Edward Paul in Bakewell parish church in 1897. He was a 
steel roller, but also a professional footballer from Glasgow.  He played 
football for Derby County from 1894 to 1897.  The Derbyshire Times 
reported on an ... 

Interesting wedding at Bakewell. 
On Thursday last a wedding which excited a great amount of 
interest in Bakewell, especially in football circles, took place at 
the Parish Church...  Among those present were members of the 
City football eleven. 
The bride was given away by her brother, Mr George 
Derbyshire.  She was attired in a blue grey corded dress trimmed 
with white satin and lace and a hat to match, bouquet of roses, 
white heather and stephanotis, and a gold brooch set with pearls, 
gift of the groom... 
The list of presents included:   
Groom to bride, a gold watch and chain and gold brooch set with 
pearls.  
Mr Joseph Derbyshire, father, table cutlery. 
Mrs Derbyshire, mother, bed linen and china. 
Mr and Mrs Thomas Derbyshire, Chesterfield, 2 white table 
cloths and a pair of polished brackets. 
Mr and Mrs John Derbyshire, Bakewell, cream jug, sugar basin, 
2 cake stands, butter cooler and afternoon tea cloth. 
Mr and Mrs George Derbyshire, Bakewell, bread board, paste 
pin, picture, buffets, white counterpane and bread knife. 
Mr Joseph Derbyshire, bookshelf and soapbox 
Mr J Stevenson, best man, Derby,(County footballer) massive 
brass fender and fire irons... 
 

 The couple moved to Bristol where John played from 1899 to 1901. 
They then returned to Bakewell and set up a fruiterer's shop. By 1939 
they had moved to Chesterfield where John was employed as a hydrogen 
cylinder inspector for a tube manufacturer. He died in 1942 and an 
obituary in the local paper had a photo of him in his playing days.  
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 Mr Derbyshire's father, John, attended Lady Manners School and 
these photos from the 1930s were included in the family story. 
 

 
 

Part of official school photo 1936 
 

 
 

Lady Manners School hockey team 1935 
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Lady Manners School boarders 1935 
 
 

 
 

Lady Manners School cricket team 1935 
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Lady Manners School play 1934 
 

 

School play 1934.  John Derbyshire is threatening with the cosh. 
 
 
 

The Derbyshire family of Bakewell

25



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George = Margaret 
1784 

| 
Jonathan 

                              1805 - 1872  = Sarah Bentley 
                  | 

                  __________________________|__________________________ 
         Jeremiah         Joseph            Mary     Elizabeth     John     Jonathan     George 

                                            1829                        1834                     1837            1839             1841            1845                1847            
                                                                  = Mary MacConnell 

   ________________|_________________________________________ 
Thomas      John H      George     Joseph     William     Mary     Frederick     Helena     Jonathan     Arthur 

          1850              1861                1863             1865           1865            1868             1872                 1874                 1877           1882                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                      = Rosa Davies          

                                                                      _________________________________|             
  _________________|____________________ 

Kathleen     Arthur     Cecil     John     Christopher(Peter) 
                                                                1911              1912          1913       1921                1925 

 

 
Part of the Derbyshire family tree 
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A Pinch of Snuff   
 

John Corbridge and Trevor Brighton 
 

 In 1920 a very extensive programme of refurbishment and renovation 
of Haddon Hall was carried out under the direction of John, son of Henry, 
the 8th duke of Rutland.  Under an agreement between John and his 
father, Haddon Hall became the possession of John, Marquis of Granby.  
 The financial circumstances leading to this arrangement are recounted 
in an article published in the 2020 edition of the BDHS Journal 1 and a 
lengthier account can be found in a book by Catherine Bailey2.   
 John had developed an intense love of Haddon and also a keen interest 
in art, history and particularly ceramics. The house had not been lived in 
since 1704 and fulfilment of John's romantic dream of the house required 
major works.  The early 1920s saw a costly programme embarked upon 
with repairs of fabrics, furnishings and exposure of 15th century wall 
paintings long covered by whitewash.  Restoration of reredos showing 
scenes from the Passion was completed. Between 1923 and 1925 the 
Banqueting Hall was re-roofed.  Externally, a major clearance of the 
garden was accomplished and modifications to the terrace. These 
restorations were of a very labour intensive nature and required a highly 
skilled labour force of craftsmen. 
 John's father, the 8th duke, died in 1925 and John became the 9th duke 
in that year during the period of the restorations. 
 A newspaper article 3 records the new duke's mark of gratitude for the 
skills and efforts of the workforce which numbered about 90 men.  (We 
have not discovered any record of women involved.)  The duke invited 
the men to a Thursday lunch held in the Banqueting Hall at Haddon.  
After the lunch the duke addressed the gathering with an account of the 
restoration and a general history of the Hall. For the workers the highlight 
must have been the distribution of small silver boxes. Inside the lid was 
inscribed the name of the recipient.  The oldest worker was Mr T. Howard 
who expressed thanks on behalf of the assembled gathering. 
 Among the men was Mr Herbert Mountney the godfather of Society 
member and co-author of this article, John Corbridge. He was a carpenter 
and recipient of a commemorative box. Enquiry has established that the 
snuff box is still in the Mountney family.  John has recently managed to 
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purchase at auction a box inscribed with the name of D. Sheldon and it is 
this which is shown below. 
 

 
 
 

Silver and enamel snuff box,  
gilt interior, 4.7cm long, weight 57.3g. 
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 Taking a pinch of snuff made from dried and ground tobacco leaves is 
seldom seen today. As a means of clearing the nasal passages it was 
widely used by the gentry in the 18th century when fashionable dandies 
took it with an affected flourish. The Industrial Revolution saw the habit 
taken up by men in dusty and fume-riddled industrial occupations. 
 Snuff manufacturing became a minor national industry and Joseph 
Wilson founded, in the 1840s, a famous factory in Sheffield which is still 
in business today. 
 The small silver boxes presented by the duke of Rutland to the 
craftsmen who helped to restore Haddon Hall were made to hold snuff. 
This contradicts the report of the occasion by the Derbyshire Times3 
which describes the items as match boxes. Made from silver or base 
metals and incorporating a striking pad, such match boxes were 
commonly known as ‘vestas’. Matches were sold in strips of six and the 
term vesta alludes to the town from where, in classical mythology, six 
spotless virgins came to tend the sacred fire which Aeneas brought back 
from Troy. However, these presentation silver boxes did not have a 
striking pad. 
 Snuff is an onomatopoeic word. The powder is taken from the small 
oblong box by the index finger and thumb. It is placed on the back of the 
other hand then snuffed into both nostrils. 
 The presentation snuff box shown here is one of many which were 
presumably identical in design and by the same maker. The box is 
impressed with the following marks by the London Assay Office: 
     a lion passant to denote the standard of English silver, 
      a lion’s/leopard’s head for the city of London, 
      a date letter for 1927, 
      a maker’s mark, Cohen & Charles. 
 

 
 

 The snuff box was hand raised from two small plates using small 
hammers and punches. The base is plain and undecorated; the lid is an 
example of repoussé work whereby the silver plate is placed on a bed of 

A pinch of snuff 
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pitch and the decoration is lightly hammered from the reverse side. In 
this way a long aerial view of Haddon Hall from the west appeared, 
embossed in low relief on the lid. Green enamel was then lightly fired 
into the design to represent the gardens. A thumb lever was then soldered 
onto the lid. 
 The lid and base were then joined by an ingenious “invisible” hinge, 
strengthened by the insertion of top and bottom plates and gilded inside 
to prevent corrosion. After being buffed the completed snuff box was sent 
to be assayed and was ready for presentation.  
 
 
1.  Barker, Peter.  BDHS Journal 2020, The Sale of the Duke of  
         Rutland's Bakewell Estate 1920. 
2.  Bailey, Catherine. The Secret Rooms. A True Gothic Mystery,    
  Penguin/Viking, 2012. 
3.  Derbyshire Times, 3rd Sept, 1927. 
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Cricket in Longstone, Derbyshire, in the 19th century 
 

Richard Hurst 
 

 This article is based, unless another reference is given, on newspaper 
reports from The British Newspaper Archive.1  It is not a history of cricket 
in general, but tells the story of the sport in Longstone, Derbyshire and 
in villages nearby.2 
 As an introduction we can refer to David Griffin, Heritage Officer for 
Derbyshire County Cricket Club 3 who writes of cricket in Derbyshire in 
the 18th century. 
 

The first recorded reference of cricket played in Derby was in 1785, when 
a single wicket match took place on 4th August in what is now the Frist 
Gate area between Edward Smedley and Thomas Hadley.  Smedley won 
by eight notches, but a dispute then led to a fight between the two men 
which Smedley also won.  However, even earlier than that, Wirksworth 
defeated Sheffield on 1st September 1757 at Brampton Moor, 
Chesterfield.  There's also a painting dating from 1789 by Derby's Joseph 
Wright which shows the children of Swanwick Hall preparing to play 
cricket 4 and in 1792 a Derby side played Castle Donington in Derby. 
 

 In addition, John Shawcroft, in his book, Cricket Grounds of 
Derbyshire 5, though he describes the origins of cricket in the county as 
'sketchy', refers to William Cavendish, 3rd duke of Devonshire, as the 
first Derbyshire cricketer to make a name for himself, mentioning that he 
played in a cricket match in Hyde Park in 1730.  He also refers to a match 
played at Bakewell Common in May 1775. 
 Although there is this evidence of cricket being played in Derbyshire 
in the 18th century, it is in the 1830s and 1840s that we see cricket being 
taken up in Longstone and nearby villages.  The history page of the 
Chatsworth Cricket Club website records that cricket was played by 
estate workers at Chatsworth from 1832 with the continuing support of 
successive dukes of Devonshire.6  Chatsworth Park, as noted in 
newspaper reports, was also the venue for cricket matches involving 
teams from villages not connected with Chatsworth.  For instance  - 
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Derbyshire Courier 14th September 1839  
We understand that on Monday next, a match will be played in 
Chatsworth Park between eleven of Totley and eleven of Hathersage 
clubs,  
 

and a report in the same newspaper for 22nd July 1843 says in reference 
to Baslow Wakes:  
 

The forthcoming wakes is very likely to be attended with an unusual 
quantity of cricket matches, which will come off in Chatsworth Park... 
 

presumably at the recently opened cricket ground, described in the 
following report from the Buxton Herald Thursday 8th June 1843 - 
 

Cricket - The cricket players of Edensor and Pilsley have had the 
gratification of having had an opportunity afforded them for making a 
debut on the splendid new cricket ground at Chatsworth Park, by a 
challenge from Calver and Curbar union club, but have respectfully 
declined to accept it.  In reference to the new cricket ground at 
Chatsworth, we beg leave to remark, that amongst the many admirers and 
supporters of this favourite amusement, none have been found equal to J 
Paxton Esq of Chatsworth gardens, whose liberality and kindness upon 
all occasions have been manifested in the highest degree, and entitle him 
to the eulogium bestowed upon him by all parties. 
 

 David Griffin also refers to the duke of Devonshire as being a member 
of the South Derbyshire Cricket Club formed in 1835 7 and clearly, the 
dukes of Devonshire were very much involved in cricket over the years 
as players and supporters of the game both at Chatsworth and its 
surrounding villages, Edensor, Pilsley, Beeley and Baslow.  In addition, 
as a major landowner in Longstone, the family, with its influence on what 
took place in the village, would probably have encouraged the game. 
 The popular Wakes Week sport of bear and bull baiting was mercifully 
banned in 18358 and, according to newspaper reports from the 1840s, this 
appears to have resulted in alternative sports such as cricket being 
introduced into Wakes Week festivities in villages which included 
Ashford, Baslow, Chapel en le Frith, Curbar, Froggatt, Hassop and 
Hathersage. 
 The following two reports document when people from Longstone 
first played cricket and when matches first took place in the village. 
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Buxton Herald Thursday 22 June 1843 
Ashford Wakes - Last week the annual feast of this interesting village and 
an unusual degree of amusement and innocent pleasure was enjoyed by 
the worthy villagers and their friends.  The inclemency of the weather at 
the commencement deducted to some degree from their wonted 
amusements: but the great change which occurred towards the middle of 
the week, greatly compensated for the inconvenience experienced in the 
rainy part of the week.  On Thursday, which was extremely fine, a cricket 
match was played at Ashford between eleven of Ashford and Longstone 
and eleven of Foolow which was won by the latter in one innings. 
 

Derbyshire Courier Saturday 5 October 1844 
Longstone Wakes - At this feast, which has just terminated, there was no 
lack of 'friends' feasting, or amusement, but moderation seemed the order 
of the day.  On the wake eve, G. Moorwood, Esq. of Thornbridge, 
distributed a fat sheep amongst the poorest of the inhabitants, 
accompanying each piece of mutton with a quarter of a stone of flour, 
some potatoes and apples.  The inhabitants highly appreciate this 
seasonable and substantial gift.  The great improvement manifesting 
itself among the people is worthy of remark, for, but four years ago, and 
here might be seen the last remnant of barbarity - bear-baiting - with all 
its attendant blackguardism; instead of which, now we have cricketing, 
quoit playing, skittles, dancing, etc. 
 

 None of the newspaper reports relating to Longstone Wakes gives any 
information about players or where in the village matches took place, 
though there is an indication in some of the reports that Wakes activities 
were organised in a croft near the church, presumably what we now know 
as Church Croft, where cricket matches could also have been played. 
 From the mid 1840s it would appear from newspaper reports that 
schoolboy and junior cricket began in various places in Derbyshire.  It 
was at this time that the value of playing organized sport in school was 
being recognised.  In an article on local history Sheila Hurst 9 writes:  
 

In 1837 Mr Scott was appointed Headmaster (of Longstone School) and 
proved to be an outstanding teacher.   

 

It is reasonable then to assume that Mr Scott was aware of these 
developments which resulted in the introduction of cricket at Longstone 
school and that he received support from the Rev.Hodson, as the 
following reports in the Derbyshire Courier from 1849 indicate: 
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Derbyshire Courier Saturday 8 September 1849 
Longstone School Feast - This annual treat came off on Wednesday last.  
The day being beautifully fine added very much to the pleasure of the 
festive throng.  At two o'clock those pupils who belong to the "School 
Cricket Club" assembled upon their grounds and commenced practising; 
the other boys were engaged in that and other amusements in a field 
adjoining.  At three o'clock the girls assembled in their school room and 
the boys in theirs, from whence they went in order to a small croft close 
to the church where tables were fixed for them.  Each girl carried in her 
hand a small, but very neat bouquet of flowers.  Grace was sung by the 
choir, and in a minute were seated.  Tea and cake were served in 
abundance and ample justice was done to both.  Several of the 
neighbouring ladies and gentlemen attended and took great interest in 
the affair; the number of children was about 140.  After tea the Evening 
Hymn was sung by all present.  The boys then retired to their various 
games, the cricketers played a well contested match (being engaged to 
play Ashford club in the Wakes week).  The Rev. J.S. Hodson was so 
delighted with the skill evinced that he presented the club with the price 
of a new ball, 6s.  About half past seven all retired highly pleased with 
their entertainment. 
 

Derbyshire Courier Saturday 22 September 1849 
Longstone V Ashford.  A very interesting cricket match was played at 
Great Longstone on Tuesday between eleven of Longstone School Club 
and the same number of the Ashford Junior Club.  The play on both sides 
was excellent, but great disparity between the two parties.  The following 
is the score: 

 
 Newspaper reports of cricket matches played by Longstone School 
Club do not mention where the games were played in the village, with 
the exception of the above report from 8th September 1849:  
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The School Cricket Club assembled upon their grounds and commenced 
practising.   

 

Presumably this means what is now the school field.  The report from 
22nd September 1849 gives the names of the boys who played for the 
club.  From the census return of 1851 it is possible to glean the following 
information.  The ages of the boys in 1849 ranged from 7 to 14, but only 
three of the boys were under 10 years old.  Nine of the boys lived in either 
Great or Little Longstone with the other two residing at the school, one a 
boarder and the other a servant.  Most of the village boys were the sons 
of farmers, agricultural labourers or similar. 
 The final aspect of cricket from the 1830s and 1840s is that a number 
of newspaper reports refer to cricket matches between cricket clubs from 
villages in fairly close proximity to Longstone as well as other parts of 
Derbyshire.  For instance, 
 

Derbyshire Courier 14 September 1839  We understand that on Monday   
 next a match will be played in Chatsworth Park between eleven of  
 Totley and eleven of Hathersage clubs.  
 

Derbyshire Courier 11th October 1845 A match came off at this place on   
 Monday, the 6th instant, between the members of the Stoney    
 Middleton and Curbar clubs.  
 

Derbyshire Courier 7th August 1847 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
 two matches at cricket were played between the Froggatt and Curbar 
 clubs for two new balls. 

 

 Moving into the 1850s it seems that cricket in Longstone continued to 
take the form of games arranged as entertainment during Wakes weeks, 
and were held both there and in adjoining villages.  There is, however, an 
interesting article which appeared in the Derbyshire Advertiser and 
Journal on Friday 26th September 1856 which details a game during 
Longstone Wakes week between Longstone and Middleton and which 
was won by the latter.  The report goes on - 
 

... and no wonder, there being no ground here where the young men can 
practise, which is much to be regretted, for they are passionately fond of 
the game, and nothing would more conduce to improvement than the 
manly game of cricket.   
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This comment suggests that cricket in Longstone was becoming a more 
organised game involving some form of cricket club.  This view is 
supported by an article in the Derbyshire Courier Saturday 5 June 1858. 

 

ASHFORD v LONGSTONE A cricket match was played at Ashford on 
Monday last being the feast Monday, between eleven of Ashford and the 
same number of the Longstone club which was won by the latter in one 
innings with eight runs to spare. The day was remarkably fine which 
caused a large concourse of people to assemble as spectators.  The 
bowling of Messrs Furniss and Hayward, as well as that of W. Hallows 
and R. Smith, was good considering the state of the ground where the 
match took place.  The scores are as follows. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
In addition there is a further report which makes reference to the 
Longstone club. 
 

Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal Friday 30 July 1858 
Midland Railway Club v Longstone.  On Saturday last the 24th inst., a 
match was played on the Midland Railway Cricket ground between 
eleven of that club and of the Longstone club.  The Midland having won 
the toss sent their opponents to the wickets, who after good and steady 
play retired with the small score of 32.  The Midland then handled the 
willow and obtained 92. Longstone then went to the wickets and had 
obtained 41 runs with 8 wickets down when rain put an end to the 
proceedings.  Altogether a very agreeable day was spent.  The winning 
club in this instance is to compete with that of the Great Northern 
Railway Club on the Doncaster race course on Monday next; much 
interest is felt between each club to the result.  The match is expected to 
be a well contested one. Below is the score:- 

Bakewell & District Historical Society

36



  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 As reported in the Derbyshire Courier another match was played by 
Longstone against the Midland Railway Club in 1859 and in this they 
fared better than in the previous year.  The Midland Railway Club was 
important in the sporting life of Derby.  It was formed by a group of 
Midland Railway accounts clerks as the Midland Railway Cricket and 
Quoits Club and later added other sports, including football.10 
 As the Midland Railway Cricket Club was playing cricket to a high 
standard it is difficult to explain why it should have played games against 
Longstone.  It may have been a promotional exercise in connection with 
the future development of the railway line in 1860, particularly as the 
Rev.G.C.Tooth, Wm.Longsdon, Jno.Sleigh and others connected with 
the railway, accompanied the Longstone players. 
 By 1859 it would appear that Longstone had become a club who were 
now playing competitive cricket. 
 

Buxton Herald Thursday 20 June 1859 
Cricket Match - On Saturday last a friendly game of cricket was played 
on the new cricket ground at Wye Head, betwixt the Buxton and 
Longstone Cricket Clubs.  The wicket, considering the long dry season 
and the newness of the ground, was got into the best possible condition.  
The ground was profusely decorated with small flags, thanks to the care 
and attention of Mr Upcher. The Longstone party first handled the willow 
and were disposed of for 60 runs; the Buxtonians then made their 
appearance at the wickets, but it was soon evident that they stood no 
chance against the splendid bowling of W.Foundsworth and W. Furness 
which was also well seconded by the field.  We were very glad indeed to 
see a considerable number of visitors and inhabitants present, among 
whom we noticed E.W.Wilmot, Esq. and family who seemed to take a 
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lively interest in the progress of the game.  In conclusion we would 
remark that until the Buxtonians pay more attention to fielding and get 
some better bowlers, they can never expect to compete successfully with 
a club like Longstone. The following is the score:- 

  
 It is also significant, as will become clear later, that the cricket 
matches from 1858 and 1859 featured two members of the Ward family, 
Thomas and Joseph, and three members of the Furness family, Robert, 
William and Thomas. 
 The years between 1860 and 1885 are an interesting period in the 
evolution of Longstone Cricket Club as there is conflicting information 
to clarify. On page 126 of Longstone Records, published 1906, G.T. 
Wright wrote -  
 

The present Cricket Club dates from 1885 and the Secretary is Mr 
William Nadin whose predecessors were respectively Messrs John Davis, 
George Ward and Thomas Davis.  About 25 years before that date a club 
was formed under the secretaryship of Mr George Ward, but after some 
years it became extinct.11 
 

 Firstly, Wright is more or less correct in suggesting the cricket club 
was formed about 1860.  However, according to the 1861 census, George 
Ward was only 15 years old, whereas his brothers Joseph and Thomas, 
who had played in the 1858 and 1859 games, were 21 and 24 
respectively, so it is more likely that one of George's older brothers was 
the first secretary, with George's time as secretary falling between that of 
Thomas and John Davis. The evidence for the comment about the 'present 
cricket club dating from 1885' comes from a newspaper report: 
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Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald Saturday 14 March 1885 
Cricket Club meeting - On Tuesday night March 10th a meeting was held 
at the White Lion Inn for the purposes of forming a cricket club for 
Longstone.  Mr John Thornhill occupied the chair and read a letter from 
Mr Gilson Martin to the effect that His Grace the duke of Devonshire had 
generously offered a cricket ground to the young men of Longstone.  The 
following resolution was carried unanimously - 'That a cricket club be 
formed and called the Longstone Cricket Club'. The following officers 
were elected for the year 1886 - President - Captain Smithers; Vice 
President - Mr Fleraven; Committee - Messrs Joseph Johnson, Isaac 
Bennett, Jasper Oliver, E.Welby and A. Bossom. Captain - Mr George 
Ward; Treasurer and Umpire - Mr John Thornhill, Honorary Secretary 
- Mr John Hutchinson, the Cottage, Great Longstone, who will be pleased 
to receive challenges at an early date. 

 

 As to whether the cricket club became extinct 'after some years', this 
is more difficult to prove or disprove from newspaper reports.  Whilst 
there are a number of reports of Longstone cricket matches in local 
newspapers between 1860 and 1885 they are not very regular.  This is 
partly due to the Derbyshire Times charging to insert cricket scores.  This 
resulted in very few cricket scores from any cricket clubs appearing in 
the newspaper.  In addition, it is likely that the cricket club only played a 
handful of games during a season.  I found reports on Longstone cricket 
matches from the years 1861, 1867, 1869, 1870, 1874, 1875, and 1884 
which may suggest a period of extinction  between 1875 and 1884.  There 
is, however, another newspaper report in 1899 which infers cricket was 
played continuously between 1874 and 1885. 
 

Derbyshire Times Saturday 25 November 1899 
Presentation at Great Longstone. A purse containing between four and 
five pounds has been presented to Wm. Morton for his services to the 
cricket club for a period of 25 years of service.  The presentation was 
made by Mr Rogers Dixon (the president) in the name of the club in a few 
aptly chosen words, and suitably responded to by Mr Wm. Morton who 
has for some years been the groundsman. The annual supper was also 
held at the Old Harrow Inn, when between 80 and 90 sat down to the 
good fare provided by host Johnson.  The chair was occupied by the 
president, who left no stone unturned to make the evening a success.  The 
music was of a high order. 
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 This report also provides evidence for the long held view that 
Longstone Cricket club was formed in 1874. In addition, from newspaper 
reports it would appear that the school cricket club continued between 
1860 and 1885.  One report refers to the school club playing a match at 
Thornbridge Hall. 
 The final question about this period is that of where Longstone Cricket 
Club played their cricket.  According to a report in the Derbyshire Times 
from March 1885 - 
 

His Grace the duke of Devonshire had generously offered a cricket 
ground to the young men of Longstone.   
 

Unfortunately, the report gives no indication as to the location of the 
cricket ground or whether the cricket club took up the offer. 
 However, in an article entitled A Sort of Social History of GLCC... 
which appeared in Under the Edge in April 2010, it was noted: 
 

For as our archives reveal, the first recorded entry of cricket being 
played on Kiln Croft (what we all now commonly refer to as the Rec.) 
was in 1860.   
 

Certainly cricket was played at Kiln Croft in 1897.  A report in the 
Derbyshire Times of 11 September 1897 about a court case in respect of 
an assault, reports:  
 

The complainant was James Murphy, Great Longstone... (who) was 
watching a cricket match from his garden...  
 

Robert Thornhill in Longstone Notes describes that a man named Murphy 
lived at Roseberry Cottage which was on the site of Western View and 
its garden extended some distance into Kiln Croft, now generally called 
the cricket field.  It is also known that Mr G. J. Furness gifted the 
recreation ground to the village in 1921.  In addition, in Longstone 
Records, there is a section detailing a survey of the Wright estate carried 
out in 1770 which indicates that Kiln Croft was occupied by Martin 
Furnace (Furness).  The Furness family had either owned or occupied 
Kiln Croft for some considerable time. Furthermore, as mentioned above, 
three members of the Furness family were playing cricket for Longstone 
in 1858 and 1859 and another member of the family played in the 1890s.  
It would be reasonable to assume that the Furness family made an 
agreement for the cricket club to play at Kiln Croft from the late 1850s 
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with the agreement continuing until 1921 at which point the land was 
gifted to the village. 
 A newspaper report in 1887 refers to a match at Edgestones (Monsal 
Head). 
Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald Saturday 1 October 1887. 

Longstone Cricket Matches: on Wakes Wednesday a cricket match 
Married v. Single was played in this village and the married gentlemen 
proved their superiority.  On Saturday a match was played on the 
Edgestone's ground between an eleven from Calver and a team got 
together for the occasion by Mr George Lowe, and as will be seen by the 
scores the visitors were in a fair way to being beaten when time was 
called.  The scores were Edgestone 92, Calver 19 for 6 wickets. After the 
match a capital supper was provided by Mr Lowe, and a convivial 
evening was spent. 
 

 Whilst Edgestone comprised some Longstone cricketers, it was 'a 
team got together for the occasion by Mr George Lowe', the occasion 
being Wakes Week and Mr George Lowe being the new licensee of the 
Bull's Head (Monsal Head Hotel) who was doubtless hoping to attract 
some trade to his pub. 
 It seems very clear from increased newspaper coverage that cricket 
was flourishing throughout Derbyshire during the final 14 years of the 
19th century.  The same could be said for cricket in Longstone, but it is 
really only between 1897 and 1899 that there are regular reports of 
matches played by Longstone Cricket Club, and even then not every 
match they played was reported on.  It would appear that the Club was 
generally fairly successful.  For instance, a report in the Derbyshire Times 
of 18th September 1886 tells us that - 
 

The Longstone cricketers have been very successful this year - having 
won every match so far.  
 

However, there is no indication as to how many matches Longstone 
Cricket Club played in 1886. 
 Newspaper reports of cricket in Derbyshire during the 1890s also 
identify that there was a hierarchy of cricket clubs, based on their location 
and the cricket played.  A number of cricket leagues were now in 
existence and for the most part they were centred on Chesterfield and the 
industrial areas of east Derbyshire and west Nottinghamshire and 
comprised either colliery or other works teams. 
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 On the other hand, cricket clubs in the more rural areas of west 
Derbyshire played 'friendly' matches.  In addition, the cricket clubs 
playing friendly matches appear to fall loosely into two groups.  Firstly 
those based in the larger settlements, for instance Bakewell, Belper 
Meadows, Buxton, Darley Dale and Matlock.  These clubs generally 
played against other larger clubs and there was a good standard of cricket. 
This is borne out by some of the cricket clubs which played against 
Bakewell first team in 1897 including Buxton, Sheffield Wednesday,  
North East Manchester and Derby Midland as reported in the Derbyshire 
Times 17th April 1897. In addition, in 1895 two players for Belper 
Meadows scored centuries, as reported in the Derbyshire Times 28th 
September 1895. 
 The second group of cricket clubs, playing friendly matches, were 
basically village clubs like Longstone, Ashford, Cressbrook, Eyam, 
Rowsley, Stanton in Peak and Youlgrave.  They tended to play other 
village clubs. 
 During the first half of the 1890s Wakes Week, cricket both in 
Longstone and other villages provided Longstone Cricket Club with a 
number of its matches. 
 

Derbyshire Times Saturday 22 September 1894 
Longstone Wakes: The 'wakes' have been held at Longstone this week and 
as may be imagined there has been an influx of visitors into the quaint 
little village.  The usual auxiliaries to be seen at the wakes were present 
in goodly numbers and the visitors seemed to have a fair jovial time of it.  
At the White Lion the popular host and hostess, Mr and Mrs Buzzard, 
gave a public tea on Monday to which a large number sat down and 
afterwards dancing took place in the large club room, the Stoney 
Middleton brass band being engaged for the occasion. In fact they have 
played for dancing each evening of the week. On Thursday there was 
another public tea which was also well attended and in the evening the 
dancing room was well filled.  No fewer than four cricket matches have 
been played during the week.  On Monday, Sheldon, the visitors, and a 
good game ended in favour of the home team...   In Wakes week the 
Longstone Club have invariably played at least four matches and the year 
they disposed of Ashford for four runs still lives in the memory of all 
Longstone 'wicketers'. Two years in succession did Ashford get a severe 
drubbing... 
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The 1895 Wakes Week cricket was somewhat special as the following 
report describes:- 
 

Derbyshire Times & Chesterfield Herald Saturday 21 September 1895 
There have been great doings Longstone way this week.  The Wakes Week 
commenced on Sunday and the village has a somewhat busy appearance.  
Monday it was exceptionally thronged this being accounted for by a 
grand cricket match which had been arranged by the Longstone Club and 
Mr Solly, Cressbrook. The Longstone team was a very strong one as it 
included W. Storer, the County wicket keeper, Porter the bowler and 
Bennett also of County fame.  A very interesting afternoon's cricket was 
witnessed by a large number of spectators. 

 

 William Storer has been described by David Griffin as '...one of 
Derbyshire's greatest players...'. More information about his career can 
be found by following the links below. John Shawcroft 12 refers to George 
Porter as 'the Spondon giant' for he stood six feet two inches high and 
weighed fourteen stone three pounds.  His career began in 1881, much of 
his cricket being played in the leagues, although he returned to the county 
side later on. A back injury finished his career after only 36 matches in 
which he took 129 wickets for Derbyshire.  Afterwards he became an 
umpire, but died of sunstroke at Spondon in 1908, aged 46.  J. W. Bennett 
was a lesser known Derbyshire cricketer; he played only 16 matches for 
the county. 
 More detailed information about Longstone Cricket Club can be found 
in a number of newspaper reports which appeared between 1897 and 
1899 and which tell us that in 1897 there was a Longstone Reserve team.  
It is also possible to provide an analysis of the whole of the 1898 cricket 
season by making particular reference to the following report which sets 
out the Club's averages. 
 

Derbyshire Times Saturday 22 October 1898 
Longstone 1898. Matches played 20, won 12, lost 6, drawn  2. 
Longstone made 1038 runs for 184 wickets, opponents made 802 for 192 
wickets. 

 

 The main features of the matches were that they comprised a single 
innings per team and that scores were low.  On average the Longstone 
team scored 52 runs per game and their opponents 40 per game with each
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innings probably taking 20 to 25 overs.   The highest individual score by 
a Longstone player was 45 runs by G. Ward at Harpur Hill with 25 runs 
by F. Slack being the highest individual score by a Longstone player in 
Longstone.  There were a number of good bowling performances by 
Longstone players - W. Morton took 7 wickets for 10 runs at Cressbrook 
and J. Wild took 6 wickets for 8 runs, and Morton 4 for 8 against Rowsley 
at Longstone. 
 The school cricket team was still in existence in 1893 as shown in a 
photograph of 13 boys on page 216 of Longstone Records13 and it 
presumably continued after that date.   
 The census of 1891 recorded that the male population of Great 
Longstone and Holme was 245.14  It is not unreasonable to estimate that 
about 50 Longstone men and boys were active cricketers during the 
1890s.  This represents about 20% of the total male population. Having 
two teams it is likely the cricket club had a playing membership of 25 to 
30. 
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Longstone School Cricket Club 1893 
W.Orr, S.Morton, C.Booth, Mr Spanton, W.Maltby, B.Hambleton, A.Wager,  
G. Blackwell, T.Blackwell, F.Slack, W.Nadin, C.Brightmore, G. Hill. C.Ward   

 Finally, there is a photograph of Longstone Cricket Club players 
dating from 1890.  The photograph appears to have been taken at Kiln 
Croft and gives a good idea of both cricket attire and equipment at the 
time and the playing surface which seems to comprise unmown grass. 
 

 
 

Longstone Cricket Club 1890 
John Thornhill in top hat, Joshua Warrell Oliver with ball, 

Chris Ward with bat. 
(photograph from Picture the Past.org.uk) 
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