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Chair’s Report for 2022
Sir Kevin Barron

As the new chair of the BDHS I would like to share some of my
background and experiences with you. Firstly, however, I would like
to pay tribute to the ex-chair, Stephen Coates, who has led the BDHS
to a highly professional position with a robust business plan ready to
be delivered by a committed team of staff and Trustees. In fact, the
professionalism and commitment I have observed from my involvement
so far has greatly impressed me.

My wife, Andree, and I have had a home in the Hope Valley since
2011 and firmly consider ourselves part of the ‘wider Peak District’ that
the BDHS serves. However, since childhood, and until quite recently, I
lived in the village of Maltby near Rotherham from where I left school at
the age of 15 and joined my father and elder brother at Maltby colliery.
After 18 years working underground as a coal miner, I was elected to
Parliament in 1983 to represent the Rother Valley constituency which
included the village of Maltby.

I have felt extremely privileged to be a Member of Parliament for
over 36 years where I worked mainly within the committee structures,
the parliamentary energy select committee being the first of many. In
1993 1 proposed a private members bill to ban tobacco advertising and
promotion but, sadly, this was unsuccessful at the time not becoming law
until 2001.

In 2005 I was elected chair of the health select committee and,
having become passionate about anti-smoking policy, I led the campaign
for a comprehensive ban on smoking in public places. This campaign
succeeded and became law in 2007 after which I was honoured to be
made a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians. In 2010 I became
Chair of the Standards and Privileges Committee, a difficult role in that I
was chair throughout the notorious MPs’ expenses scandal. The House of
Commons cross party committee structure has provided me with skills of
diplomacy and objectivity, essential skills for any chair! I was honoured
to receive a knighthood from the queen in 2014.
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Outside of Parliament I was a Trustee of the National Coal Mining
Museum for 15 Years, the experience of which has made me very excited
to become involved with the BDHS and its museum.

I am delighted to say that the Society’s business plan for 2023-25
has recently been approved by the Trustees and museum committee and
I am looking forward to working with the team to deliver this exciting
remit. Whilst the plan quite rightly focuses on income generation, it is
its vision that excites me, using key phrases such as ‘gem of a museum’,
‘fun, interesting and inspiring to all’ and ‘tell the story in a unique
and compelling way’; a vocabulary that should delight and engage our
customer base and embed us even more into our local community and
beyond.

Of course, the vision must be delivered through values which have
integrity, and the values approved by the team are honest and compelling.
There is no need for trendy acronyms here, but just the overarching
endeavour to ‘be responsible and all play a part’. To use a well-worn
phrase the Society is ‘punching well above its weight’, compared to its
size and financial resources, due to the passion and commitment of its
volunteers, staff, committee, and Trustees.

As we move into an economic recession, we are hopeful that visits
to the museum will hold up and pleased to see that they are already
increasing back to pre-pandemic levels. I would like to formally thank
all those who have helped in the past and continue to support the BDHS,
particularly the wonderful group of 58 volunteers as, without their
commitment, the Society would not be in the strong position it currently
is, within the heart of our wonderful community.



Some highlights from the Old House Museum 2022

Our new Museum manager, Mark Copley, thanking the volunteers
at the beginning of the new season March 2022.

The Queen's Jubilee party for friends and neighbours at the Museum in June.
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Halloween at the Museum.




Stephen and Mandy Coates
ready to tell seasonal stories at
the Museum's Christmas event.




Jane Martin, 1943-2022

Trevor Brighton

This Society has lost one of its most loyal and dedicated members.
Jane Martin gave unstintingly of her time and effort and was involved in
almost every aspect of its work.

Naturally friendly, engaging and dependable, everyone knew Jane.
She and her husband Alan moved from Cambridgeshire to Stanton
in Peak in 1999 and quickly became involved in our Society and the
operation of our Museum. She became a member of the Council and the
Museum Committee and seldom missed any of the Society’s lectures,
outings or social events. She moved into Bakewell in 2010.

Trained as a teacher at Bletchley Park College she possessed what
most good teachers have — an ability to communicate with people of
all ages and excellent skills in organisation. This served her well in
welcoming visitors to our Museum as well as being involved in so many
of our activities. Jane was involved in organising our annual Christmas
lunch at first with Jan Hambleton and later with Jo Longland-James. Jane
also helped Jan in providing our excellent salmon and strawberry suppers
and many other Museum events. On these occasions her husband Alan,
whom she christened the ‘soup dragon’ cooked a variety of heart-warming
dishes as well as serving as the barman. In 2014 Jane and Anita Spencer
masterminded the Society’s 60th anniversary lunch at Thornbridge Hall.
Jane and I helped to promote and organise our annual historical quiz
which was always well received.

Three of Jane’s significant achievements were firstly to re-organise
and enliven the Society’s Newsletter. She made it more informative,
introduced photographs and a breadth of humour. Always organised, she
had it printed and supervised its distribution.

Secondly, and perhaps more importantly she became involved with
the Society’s collection of costumes. Always an elegant dresser, the
history of fashion and costume fascinated her. She joined the costume
group and learned much from the late, redoubtable, Nancy Pulley. On
Nancy’s death Jane assumed responsibility for the team. Jane, with Anita
(museum manager), Jan, Elizabeth Wilbur, Ann Newcombe, and many
others, later had to struggle for the salvation of the costume collection
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from the dreaded carpet beetles. The evacuation of the whole collection
into deep freezers involved lots of the Society’s members. Jane and Susan
Hillam (and some beetles) were filmed by a television crew. They, and the
museum, appeared on varying regional news programmes.

The start of another of Jane’s achievements began when she offered
a Victorian wash day experience (in costume) for a visit by Bakewell
infants’ school. This was accepted, was successful, and repeated many
times. So began themed national curriculum visits to the museum.

Among Jane’s many interests were art and crafts. She attended life
drawing classes and craft activities at Stanton. She joined the group,
formed by Gill Roberts, to create a second tapestry about the history of
Bakewell. Jane studied the hangings by ladies’ groups in surrounding
villages and published her findings in our 2019 journal. She was also a
very active member of the U3A Theatre group.

It was Jane’s suggestion to write to HM the Queen to mark her
platinum jubilee, as the Society and Museum had existed for close to 70
years. A delightful letter of thanks was received.

For enriching this Society with your generosity and friendship
we thank you, Jane, and send our sincere condolences to Alan and all
your family.




French families in 19th century Baslow.

Monsieur Gabriel Tintillier of Church Terrace.
The Misses Meot de Montmusard of ‘The Woodlands’.

Ann Hall

Introduction

When 1 first came to Baslow in 1978, Chris and I lived at 1 Church
Terrace, sharing the block of five with four other families in Church
Street. The terrace extends around the corner into School Lane where
there are four more old houses. I have had time during the covid lock-
down to research the area and came across the name of Gabriel Tintillier
who was born in France. In my experience it is unusual to discover a
working man, who was not British by birth, living in a rural village like
Baslow in the second part of the 19th century.

I started to investigate. Having completed my research into Gabriel
Tintillier and his family life in Baslow, I found that in the 1891 census
there were two more people with a French last name living in Baslow.
Curiosity got the better of me and I continued to research why the Meots
came to Baslow and about the other families which passed into their lives.

In the past I have often researched people with common names and
this fact has resulted in a great deal of work to ensure that I am following
the correct family history trail. In this case I soon found that I was in luck.
Both Tintillier and Meot are very unusual surnames, even in France.
Most of the people with the name Tintillier originate from the area around
Boulogne Sur Mer and this is still the case today. Nearly every one of the
Tintillier records in the English General Register Office births, marriages
and deaths (GRO BMD) are related to this Baslow family. Similarly
an Ancestry search could find only a few records and this has made my
task a little easier. This is also true of the name Meot with the family
originating from Dijon, although in their case there were more problems
with transcription and misspelling.
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in Church Terrace, School Lane, Baslow
(https://maps.nls.uk/index.html)

Why did Gabriel Tintillier come to Baslow?

Gabriel Tintillier first appears on English census records in 1871
living at Church Terrace, Baslow with his wife Elizabeth and two
children, Ann Elizabeth and Joseph Thomas. The record is a mine of

information and suggested several lines for further enquiry.
Gabriel Tintillier, head, 59, gardener, born Samer, France (1812)
Elizabeth Tintillier, wife, 48, born Bubnell, Derbyshire (1823)
Ann E, daug, 8, born St Etienne, France (1863)

Joseph Thomas, son, 6, born St Etienne, France (1865)

11
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Firstly, I investigated Gabriel’s connection to Baslow through his
wife who was born locally. There are two possible candidates. The
first is Elizabeth Sharman. All the censuses from 1871 to 1901 give
Elizabeth Tintillier’s place of birth as Bubnell in 1822/23. These details
are consistent with Elizabeth Sharman who came from an agricultural
labourer’s family who lived in one of the now demolished cottages at
Bubnell Farm. When it was demolished her mother moved to live in
Moorland View (Moorside Cottage), Bubnell Lane (the smaller of the
two cottages next to the entrance to Bubnell Hall, now one house). I have
been unable to locate Elizabeth on the 1841, 1851 or 1861 census and her
absence could be explained by the fact that she was working in France
where she could have met Gabriel Tintillier.

The second candidate is Elizabeth Hearnshaw who is proposed by the
Hearnshaw family historian, Terry Wall (https:/hearnshaw.one-name.
net/). Her place of birth was Baslow in 1820 and she lived in Baslow
until at least 1841. Like Elizabeth Sharman she is missing from the 1851
and 1861 census, but there is a record of a Baslow burial for an Elizabeth
Hearnshaw in 1843 which might explain her absence! The significance
of living in Bubnell as opposed to Baslow is not so obvious today, but in
those times there were clear distinctions between the two villages and
someone from Bubnell would not be mistaken for a Baslow resident.
Although Elizabeth Sharman is the more likely candidate I do not have
conclusive proof for which local family Gabriel’s wife came from. (The
usual sources of marriage registration and children’s birth certificates are
not available to me in this case as these events occurred in France.)

Next, I researched the children. They were both born in St.Etienne
which is 7 km from Boulogne sur Mer, and 11 km from Samer, France
where their father was born. They were given the nationality of ‘British
by parentage’, presumably through Elizabeth, their mother. The mystery
is how Elizabeth and Gabriel came together to have these children. One
possible explanation is that Elizabeth may have travelled to France where
she met Gabriel, an unusual event in those times. Elizabeth may have
been quite young (possibly under 20 when she left Baslow) and remained
there for up to three decades. To speculate, Elizabeth had the children in
her 40s suggesting that she may have been in service while in France.
For a period of time Boulogne was a fashionable spa town similar to
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Eastbourne where the Cavendish family owned property. It is only a
short channel crossing over to Boulogne where they may have set up a
residence to take advantage of the delights of Boulogne sur Mer. Maybe
they were in need of English speaking staff such as Elizabeth. Another
possible Cavendish family connection to Gabriel in France is suggested
by the fact that he worked in Chatsworth gardens when he moved
to Baslow.

Alternatively, Gabriel may have come to Baslow prior to the early
1860s where he met Elizabeth and returned to his home region with
her where they had the children. By 1871 the family had come back
to Baslow.

According to Chatsworth Servant Database, Gabriel became a
gardener at Chatsworth House in 1871 and he retired in 1881 with a
pension which also benefitted his widow after his death in 1896, until
1903 when she died.

So far I have found no evidence to clarify why Gabriel came to
Baslow. I have contacted both the Devonshire archivist and Daniel
Tintillier, a local historian in Boulogne to ask for further information. The
Devonshire archivist was unable to unearth any references to a family
connection to Boulogne sur Mer and Daniel was otherwise engaged and
unable to carry out the necessary searches.

Where did the Tintillier family live in Baslow?

The next query was to work out where the family lived. There were
nine houses in all in Church Terrace in those times, five in Church Street
and four in School Lane. Sorting out who lived in which cottage has been
complicated by the fact that the census recorders over the years did not
write the records in strict house order. David Dalrymple-Smith’s answer,
in his very useful °All about Baslow houses’, was to list all the names
without the exact residence. Also the Terrace has been given other names
in the past, such as Church View. This term is also used to describe
houses opposite the old bridge! After much thought I am sure that the
Tintillier family lived in the property which is now called Baslow Beauty
Salon (Beggars Roost) from 1871 to 1930.

The house is quite spacious with six rooms over three floors according
to the 1911 census. It is likely to have been very much like our house at
the other end of the terrace with a larger room at the front and a smaller
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room at the back on each floor with a space-saving boxed ‘Derbyshire
winder’ (staircase). There was an outbuilding (a privy?) to each house
on the bank at the back of the terrace with a shared access outside the
back doors.

Both Elizabeth Tintillier (1891) and her daughter Ann (1911) kept a
boarding house and the censuses show a succession of different lodgers
living with the family.

I have consulted the Baslow electoral rolls for 1885 and 1895 and
Gabriel Tintillier is named as having a vote, indicating that being born in
France did not disenfranchise him. Of course, his wife, although born in
England, died before she was given the vote, but her daughter Ann is on
the electoral rolls that I consulted in 1911, 1918, 1921 and 1926.

The junction of School Lane and Church Street.
From left to right, 5 Church Terrace, Coates Cottage, Baslow Beauty Salon/Beggars
Roost (home of the Tintilliers), Wits End Cottage, Kingfisher Cottage.
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There is reason to believe that Gabriel was held in high esteem by
the Cavendish family as he appeared in various newspaper reports of
two prominent family funerals. One was in 1882 after Lord Frederick
Cavendish was murdered in Phoenix Park, Dublin. A list of wreaths,
which starts with one from Queen Victoria, includes Monsieur Tintillier
who sent a cross of forget-me-nots. Poignantly, the cutting records that
‘Lord Frederick was the only one who had conversed with the old man
in French’.

names oeing attached. The wreaths from the
Quern and the Countess Strafford were both
placed on the coffin, as also, at the special
request of Lady Frederick, was that from the
Baslow Scheol children, which was made by
Mrs. Wrench. A request by

who has heen for many years a gar-
dener at Chatsworth, that he might be
allowed to contribute a floral offering to the
memery of Lord Frederick was granted. Lord
Frederick was the only one who had conversed
with the oid man in French, and this was a
circumstance remembered by the gardener
ith nifects ‘
Sheffield Daily Telegraph 13 May 1882 (British Newspaper Archive)

The second was the funeral of the 7" Duke of Cavendish in 1891.

Ireland), Mr. and Mrs. Barrow (Homewood, Kent), Mr,
l and Mrs, Wrench, Mrs. C. M. A. Dalton (Hastings),
the Rev H. R. Whelpton (vicar, and members of the
congregation of St. Saviour’s, Eastbourne), Mr. G,
Page (Hardwick Hall), Monsieur G. (the old
French gardener), the Servants at Devonshire House,
the Chatsworth and travelling household, the
parishioners of Beeley, the Mayor and Corporation of
Barrow-in-Furness, and the official staff of the Furness

Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser,
28 December 1891 (British Newspaper Archive)

15
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Both Gabriel (1895) and Elizabeth Tintillier (1903) were buried in
Baslow churchyard according to the parish register. David Dalrymple-
Smith did not identify their grave in his churchyard survey so it may have
no headstone.

The Tintillier legacy in Baslow

Their daughter, Ann Elizabeth, never married and kept the house for
boarders until her death in 1930. She is mentioned in various newspaper
reports from 1916 to 1924 because she sent wreaths to the funerals of
local Baslow families.

The career of their son, Joseph Thomas Tintillier, can be followed in
the censuses, newspaper reports and the Chatsworth servants’ database.
In 1881 he was an apprentice to George Coates who ran the chemist
and grocery business in Corner Cottage, School Lane (the house at the
junction of Church Lane and School Lane). While working there he was
called to give evidence at the inquest into a fatal coach accident which
occurred at the junction. Ellis Cook fell off the roof of the coach as it
turned the corner and Joseph was witness to the slow pace of the horses.
(‘Accidental death’ was recorded which was not to the liking of ‘One
who was there’ in a letter to the editor, who wanted blame to be attached
to someone. Controversy was not a stranger to local newspapers even in
those days.)

In 1889 Joseph Thomas studied at the School of Science and Art
in Chesterfield where he passed Botany examinations and in 1891 he
was recorded as working as a gardener at Chatsworth. Later that year he
moved to Salford, details of which are given when he married a Beeley
girl, Rebecca Hawksworth. He became head gardener at the Buile Hill
estate in Pendleton and they never returned to live in Baslow. Their son
Joseph Francis became an electrical engineer working for Salford City
Council and later at its Agecroft power station. Joseph Thomas’s other
children did not marry and when Joseph Francis’s son died in his late
teens, the name of Tintillier from this family was destined to disappear
from the British record.

Why did the Misses Meot come to Baslow?
Sisters Fanny, aged 48, and Josephine Meot, aged 46, appeared on the
1891 census living on Banks Lane (Gorse Bank), Baslow with their aunt,



French families in 19thC Baslow

Susan Thompson, aged 75. As all three were born in Sheffield I
wondered at first if the last name Meot was a transcribing error for an
English name. Research showed in fact that their full name was Meot
de Montmusard which had been conveniently shortened by this time in
their lives. Fanny was a teacher of French and Music which supported a
French connection.

Further research found that Fanny and Josephine were half French
through their father Joseph who had married Frances Thompson from
Sheffield in 1842. They had three girls, Fanny (Frances Louise) b. 1843,
Josephine b.1844 and Henrietta b.1846. As I mentioned, such an unusual
name meant that the English career of Joseph Meot de Montmusard
was very easy to trace. He first appeared in newspaper records in 1838
advertising French lessons at Mr Atkinson’s School for Young Ladies
in Chesterfield. By 1840 he was giving French and Italian lessons in
Sheffield and from 1842 to 1858 he taught at the Wesley Proprietary
Grammar School, which gave good quality advanced education to Non-
conformists. (The Wesley buildings form the core of King Edward V11’s
School, Sheffield.) He continued to offer private lessons throughout this
period, advertising for pupils in local newspapers. He stopped teaching
at the College saying that he was overexerted. Unfortunately, he had
become depressed from 1857 as he believed that he had been deprived
of his share of the Chateau de Montmusard estate and the numbers
of his private pupils had fallen away. Sadly, he committed suicide in
Huckleback Woods, Heeley, in 1859.

This left Frances, his wife, with three girls to support and by the
Sheffield 1861 census she had taken in lodgers and Louisa (Fanny)
was giving French lessons. Ten years later Josephine joined Fanny as
a teacher of French and their mother Frances let apartments and their
sister Henrietta had married. Frances died in 1878 leaving the girls to
support themselves. It was not long after this that the two sisters moved
to Baslow.

One genteel way that middle class ladies could earn money at this
time was to take in respectable lodgers. In the 1881 Baslow census there
were nine lodging houses as well as larger inns, suggesting there would
be a ready income from visitors for the Misses Meot. A new house ‘The
Woodlands’ had been built around 1879 along with its semi-detached
partner ‘The Moorlands’ on Gorse Bank Lane, Baslow. These were large



