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Thank you to Dr. Trevor Brighton, our former editor. 
 

Stephen Coates 

 

      Dr. Trevor Brighton reluctantly retired as 

the editor of the Society's Journal at the end of 

2019, a role he diligently fulfilled over a 

period of forty years, beginning in 1979 

(editing what was then entitled "Miscellany", 

the Journal's predecessor) and continuing to 

serve in that capacity until 2019, with the 

exception of a short intervening period when 

he and Pat lived and worked away from the 

district. Throughout this period, not only was 

he editor, but also a prolific contributor, publishing eighty three 

articles which encompassed a huge variety of subjects relating to 

the history of the area including: Bakewell parish church, 

Bakewell during the Civil War and during the Napoleonic Wars, 

Ashford marble, Chatsworth House and Haddon Hall - their 

collections and estates, the Old House, Hassop Hall and 

Tissington Hall. His articles also featured many famous people 

who were associated with Bakewell, either as locals or visitors, 

including the Gell family, White Watson, the Cockertons, William 

Cole, Dr. E. M. Wrench, William Wordsworth, John Constable 

and J.M.W. Turner.   

 

 On behalf of all members may I record our most grateful and 

sincere thanks to Trevor for all that he has done over such a 

prolonged period to define and maintain the quality of this highly 

respected publication. Trevor's appetite for sharing his knowledge 

and research is yet to be satiated; two more of his contributions 

appear elsewhere in this edition! Thank you Trevor, not just for 

this, but for all you have done and continue to do so assiduously 

for this Society. 

 

 



Jan Stetka - A Tribute 
 

George Challenger 

 

 Because of ill health, Jan resigned as Chairman 

of the Bakewell and District Historical Society in 

2019 and his successor, Stephen Coates, asked me 

to write an appreciation.  

 I had pleasure in proposing him as chairman at 

the 2004 AGM following Trevor Brighton’s 

resignation as chairman and becoming president.   

 He had impressed many members with his  

historical research on the Burton area revealed in 

his publications Edward the Elder’s Burgh in 1997 and From Fort to 

Field in 2001. He gave a talk on the subject in 1998 followed by a walk. 

Burton is just south of Bakewell and includes the Anglo Saxon burgh by 

Coombs  Road. 

 He organised a wonderful event in Parsonage Field in which Bakewell 

Youth Theatre enacted the 920 peace agreement with the Danes in 

Bakewell, leading to the unification of England under Edward the Elder, 

Alfred the Great’s son.   

 He gave talks and led a number of outings, many on archaeological 

subjects. I particularly remember those to the British Museum, Durham 

cathedral, Stanton Moor, Nether Haddon deserted medieval village and 

the Moot Low (Moatless Plantation) on Calton Pasture. 

 He organised projects on a number of subjects including -  
 

•  Bakewell’s Viking Age sculptures. 

•  Excavating the original site of Bakewell’s Anglian cross    

 shaft near Hassop road roundabout. 

•  Collaborating with Bakewell Town Council in rescuing the  

 Castle Hill  motte from the dense shrubs which obscured its 

 form to reveal the view over the town which made it so 

 suitable a vantage point for controlling movement across 

 the river. 

•  Researching the route used by salt traders going past the 

•   motte on their way from Cheshire to towns to the east. 



•  Excavating the 6th cottage at the Old House as part of the 

 major museum project. 

• Instrumental in providing the sculpture in the museum’s 

 courtyard. This represented a quarter of one end of the 

 Hewes and Wren waterwheel which helped to power 

 Lumford cotton mill.  

 

 
 

The Danes submit to Edward the Elder 

 

 
 

Visit to Stanton Moor 



       His mathematical* background and experience in business were 

invaluable in budgeting and in helping to manage the major project 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and others.  

 

 The membership thank Jan for all these contributions and for his 

friendship and wish him a healthy and peaceful retirement. 

 

* He described how he developed a computer language which he called Ada 

(which was used in a defence project) in tribute to Ada Lovelace, Byron’s 

daughter who wrote the first computer program in collaboration with Charles 

Babbage, the builder of the first mechanical computers,. 

Alan Turing acknowledged Lovelace’s insights when developing his ideas for 

computing. After working at Bletchley Park, where the Colossus computers 

were successful in breaking German military codes, he led a team at the 

National Physical Laboratory designing the Automatic Computing Engine, the 

first stored - program computer. Turing worked there when a former Society 

member, Dr Charles Goodwin, was its Deputy Director . 

 

 Reporting on the visit to Tatton Park led by Trevor in 2004, Jan mentioned 

that his father trained as a paratrooper there during the war. His father escaped 

over the mountains from Czechoslovakia, first from the Nazis and later from 

the Communists. 

 
 

      RUTLAND ARMS HOTEL - New publication. 
 

     Members will be aware of the recent acquisition and 
refurbishment of the Rutland Arms by the Coaching Inn 
Group Ltd. The Group management have an interest in 
exploring the history of their constituent inns. 
      To this end Mr Will Swales was commissioned by 
the Group to research and write a history of the hotel.  
The result is the publication of 'The Rutland Arms. A 
Brief History' in well-illustrated booklet form.  It is a 

wide-ranging and interesting account of the hotel's history from its founding in 
1803. The booklet cites a number of articles from the Society's journal and    
 acknowledges the Society's contributions.  The hotel makes copies available free   
 to patrons of the hotel, available when restrictions allow re-opening.  
 

 

 



Chair's Review & Report for 2020 
 

Stephen Coates 

Introduction. 

 2020 has been described by many as a "strange" year and for some of 

us, much happened and much remained the same; the Society is no 

exception and had its share of ups and downs. Instead of  opening daily 

for the usual thirty two week season we managed just eight weeks and 

then for just three days per week which had an enormous effect on 

income. However, we attracted a number of financial grants which, to a 

degree, helped to alleviate this situation and we also submitted a 

successful bid to Arts Council England in the form of a creative project 

with a beneficial legacy. Pandemic restrictions also caused delays to 

progress in respect of our review of governance, with considerable and 

continuing delays to the actioning of our application to the Land Registry 

and strict limitations on holding AGMs.      
 

Trustees & Volunteers. 

 Jane Martin for many years has been dedicated to supporting the 

Society in so many ways, including as a Trustee and Newsletter editor. 

For very good reasons Jane decided earlier in the year to stand down, 

although she continues to be involved in many other areas of our 

activities. Thank you Jane for efforts past and for those we still enjoy and 

appreciate. 

 We welcome Joyce Janes as successor to Jane as Newsletter editor. 

Joyce is already committed to our work in so many ways as well as being 

an active and dedicated member of the "Writers in the Peak". Thank you 

Joyce for taking this on. 

  David Wilbur retired as a Trustee from the end of 2020. We are 

grateful to David for taking on the initial analysis of the building survey 

report in March 2019 and for helping to prioritise its findings and 

supervise aspects of its implementation to date.   

 Jan Hambleton has stepped back from leading the catering team, a job 

she began some 28 years ago and has raised many thousands of pounds 

for the Society. Throughout this time Jan has produced fare with flair 

whilst maintaining an eye for detail in her hearty presentations. Thank 

you Jan for everything you have done and we look forward to continuing 

to enjoy your company as you move into retirement.    



 A year ago I reported that we continue to look for Trustees and that we 

plan to put in place a recruitment process. Unfortunately, we have not 

achieved this mainly because of the restrictions imposed by the pandemic 

and the need to spend more time attending to more day to day challenges. 

We continue to recognise that recruitment of volunteers of all types 

remains one of our  highest priorities as we move into 2021.  
 

In Memoriam. 

 We remember those members of the Society who passed on during 

2020. Mrs. Pat Brighton and Miss B.D. Chapman (of Enniskillen, 

Northern Ireland).  May they rest in peace.  
 

The Old House Museum and the Arts Council England Project. 

 By the time of our March Council and Board Meetings the portents of 

coronavirus were ominous as we sat cautiously distanced from one 

another even before this became the norm. Anita as Manager was a key 

member of the meeting because it was apparent that government 

restrictions would prevent the planned opening to the public the 

following week. It was still expected she would spend at least part of her 

time in the office where she had suggested she would tackle some of 

those 'rainy day jobs' whilst working from home for the remainder. In the 

event, working in the office wasn't an option in the early days and we 

agreed a revised programme of work. We recognised the need to keep in 

regular contact with our loyal volunteers, without whom we can't operate. 

Anita suggested a weekly news and information bulletin which became 

the 'News Update' proving very popular and distributed not only to 

volunteers and members, but more widely to local and business contacts, 

local politicians as well as to our own friends and relatives. Producing a 

weekly version was ambitious, but thanks to Anita's zeal and to all who 

submitted material, it was much valued and helped us recognise the fear 

of loneliness and the importance of keeping in touch with one another in 

our various roles, as well as maintaining and promoting our presence and 

reputation to the local community and across our sector. A compilation 

of the News Updates represents a piece of living history.  

 During the first few weeks of the lockdown, we liaised closely with 

Museum Development East Midlands, the Association of Independent 

Museums, Marketing Peak District, local Councils and other visitor 

attractions in the area, collecting intelligence to aid decision-making 

about possible opening to the public. Government announced that 



museums could re-open from 4th July, but we decided this was too soon 

for us. We couldn't operate fully without the support of our seventy or so 

dedicated volunteers and we weren't sure at that time how many might 

be ready to return. Neither was it clear that the public at large would feel 

safe visiting our type of attraction. Nevertheless, we needed to plan for 

the possibility of opening at some point and Anita led on this, developing 

a comprehensive risk assessment, as well as planning and procuring the 

necessary personal protective and sanitisation equipment.  

 Being unable to open the museum meant that we would generate no 

regular income from our visiting public, from group and school visit 

bookings or from the already planned social, fundraising and paranormal 

events. We closely reviewed costs, most of which are fixed and as a 

Society we are fortunate that prudent attention to our finances in the past 

has resulted in the accumulation of a reasonable capital reserve.  

However, this would be quickly depleted without precautionary measures 

being put in place.  

 A high priority therefore was to seek potential grants to help us remain 

financially viable, initially for at least the next twelve months and 

Trustees were tasked to do this. With support from our District Council, 

we quickly managed to obtain an immediate government grant of £10k 

to help meet some of our general running costs. At the same time we 

evaluated schemes offered by Arts Council England and the Heritage 

Lotteries Fund. In early April we submitted an application for £23k grant 

under Arts Council England's Emergency Response Fund. This involved 

a lot of energy and planning and we were very fortunate to be one of just 

two museums in the whole of the East Midlands to receive an award. We 

were very grateful to Museum Development East Midlands for their 

support with our submission.  

 The project had a number of components which together enabled us 

to (1) develop an audio-visual social history account of the impact of 

Covid 19 on local inhabitants, organisations and businesses, (2) digitise 

existing oral history material making it more accessible for research 

purposes, (3) develop and install quick response (QR) codes in the 

museum to enhance our visitor offering and provide optional additional 

visitor information, (4) re-build and consolidate our website to include 

the facility for online presentation of digitised material for the benefit of 

the wider community, (5) install a new telephone and broadband network 



and infrastructure to support and underpin the project, and (6) pay part of 

the Manager's salary to implement the project for its six month duration.     

 Re-opening the museum was constantly under review and with 

expenditure (including a £1,500 grant from MDEM) on safety equipment 

to ensure Covid compliance, supported by large amounts of effort and 

enthusiasm from Anita, members of the Museum Committee, fellow 

trustees and several volunteers who felt confident to return to the cause, 

we opened for three days per week from 9th September until 31st 

October. This was a total of twenty four days and generated income of 

£2,900.  Our efforts were clearly appreciated by the public as we 

welcomed them in daily numbers at least equal to those of more normal 

times! We had been invited to be a local host of the 'Where's Wally' 

children's book reading promotion and fortunately our open period 

coincided with this national initiative, helping us bring fun to all the 

children and parents who visited. Perhaps this demonstrates that the 

lockdowns have emphasised just how important visitor attractions such 

as ours are. 

     When we re-open in 2021, the exciting Arts Council project, using 

twenty first century technology, will enable us to offer an enhanced 

experience and additional information for all our visitors via their smart 

phones and our new website. The audio-visual local history record, 

describing the effects of the pandemic in and around Bakewell, will also 

be accessible both as a gallery and as a series of films capturing poignant 

interviews with local people.    

 As well as the grants referred to above, the museum also benefitted 

from a generous award of £800 from the Derbyshire Dales District 

Council Local Projects Fund at the kind discretion of our Bakewell 

District Councillors, Alyson Hill, Alasdair Sutton and Mark Wakeman. 
 

"The Bakewell Witches". 

 For some time, Anita had possessed a copy of the lyrics and music of 

a little-known modern folk song called The Bakewell Witches and during 

the making of the sound recordings for the QR codes this was mentioned 

to Thomas the sound engineer who, as part of the project, arranged and 

recorded a version of the song by Sheffield folk group, The Shivelights, 

for our exclusive use. Member Nicky Crewe, local historian, sometime 

manager at the museum and guide to Bakewell's ghost walks, as well as 

a huge contributor to the ACE project, further researched the song and 



this can be seen on the website. Parts of the song also add atmospheric 

backings to some of the QR point narratives. This was a truly 

serendipitous find and Nicky has done so much to research and develop 

it as an additional and interesting resource on the website. 
  

Maintenance of the Fabric of the Old House. 

 In spring, we approved the rebuilding, on safety grounds, of the 

uneven 'jitty steps' and this was completed during March to a high 

standard by a local stone mason. We continue to undertake other essential 

works highlighted by the 2019 property survey. Over the winter period, 

we plan to replace faulty floorboards in both the Toy Room and the 

Central Bed Chamber, as well as safety compliance work to the main 

stairs.     
 

Society Talks and Visits. 

 The year's programme of social events began as usual with January's 

New Year Lunch, this time at East Lodge, Rowsley, following the closure 

of Hassop Hall, our favoured venue for so many years. Thank you again 

to Jane Martin and Jo Longland James for organising and managing the 

transition of this event which followed our usual format. It was again 

well-supported and seemed to meet with the approval of all who attended 

and it was agreed to return there in 2021.  

 The programme of talks resumed in January and February and 

synopses appear below. By the time of the March meeting, pandemic 

lockdown restrictions were in place and the remainder of the 2020/2021 

programme was initially postponed and later cancelled. We thank Mandy 

Coates for planning and managing the programme of diverse and 

interesting talks  as well as the summer visits for the past five years. More 

than a year ago Mandy gave notice that she would relinquish this role in 

September 2020 in order to commit time to other activities. Despite many 

appeals in Newsletters and at meetings for someone to take over this role 

and to organise summer visits, no one has yet come forward. Sadly, it is 

possible that this long-standing and much-appreciated element of the 

Society's work may not survive.  
 

Summary of Talks for 2020.    

 In January the title of the talk was 'A Weird and Wonderful Peak 

District Church' and the speaker, Ann Lodder, introduced us to a hiding 

place in the Peak District linking it to Christian history, possibly Royalty 



and with literary connections mixed with a large dose of myth. This 

church is Lud’s Church. She looked at derivations of the name and the 

variety of people and names associated with the place. She recounted 

how 'Sir Gawain and the Green Knight' from Arthurian legend, tested the 

honour of Knights of the Round Table, challenging one to give him a 

blow to the neck with an axe which he would withstand, as long as the 

Knight would meet him in one year to receive an axe blow himself. The 

meeting to keep this promise is said to have been at Lud’s Church. In the 

14th century the ravine was used as a place of worship by John Wycliffe’s 

Lollards to hide from the persecution of the Catholic Church and 

monarchy. The next fugitive to use the Church was Robin Hood, and Ann 

showed that Sherwood Forest in medieval times extended this far and we 

know Robin as Robin of Loxley (Loxley Hall is in Staffordshire). Bonny 

Prince Charles, on his abortive march to take the English crown, is said 

to have spent a night sheltering in Luds Church when he was separated 

from his army. During the Luddite Riots (early 1800s) the Church once 

again became a refuge for wanted men. Lud's Church, a source of refuge, 

inspiration and conjecture over the years!  

 In February Mandy Coates talked about John Smedley and his Hydro. 

Born on 12th June 1803 in Wirksworth, Smedley junior was apprenticed 

in 1819 at his father’s spinning and hosiery business at Lea Mills, taking 

over its running in 1825. It took fifteen years of hard work and 

concentrated effort for the mill to succeed and be profitable, but Smedley 

felt he had done well. He married Caroline Harward in 1847 and they 

honeymooned in Europe, but on their return John was taken ill with 

typhus fever and took a long time to recover. As a result of his eventual 

cure he found a new religious direction and a need to help his fellow man. 

This 'cure' was hydrotherapy, the treatment of disease by water used 

outwardly and inwardly. The active component of treatment is 'hot and 

cold' with water as the vehicle. Smedley decided this was the way to help 

others and started treating sufferers free in his own home at Lea Mills. 

He then improvised a hospital next to the mill and a house on Matlock 

Bank was taken over in 1853. Within a year more space was needed. He 

started buying buildings on the present site and Smedley’s Hydro began 

to grow and so from the successful production of superior knitted 

underwear, John Smedley turned to the running of a primitive 

hydropathic establishment, knowing nothing whatever about the matter, 



except that he believed it had cured him. He built the ostentatious Riber 

Castle as a family home and after his death in July 1874 Caroline 

continued to lived there until her death in 1892. After John's death, Dr 

William Bell Hunter took over as medical director and the establishment 

continued to grow and flourish. Smedley was not the first to recognise 

the effects of water treatment on various illnesses, but it was he whose 

conviction and enterprise established hydrotherapy firmly in Matlock. 

For a century it became one of the most celebrated centres of the 'water 

cure'. Matlock was grateful and for all his faults, it was John Smedley 

who made Matlock what it is today.   
 

Governance. 

Incorporation of the Society. 

 The Special General Meeting of members in October 2019 approved 

the mandates needed to enable Council to proceed with an application to 

the Charity Commission to transfer the Society's assets from the former 

unincorporated charity to the new incorporated body and so lead to 

winding up the former. Charity Commission approval was gained in 

January and we immediately instructed solicitors to arrange the first 

registration of the Society's property at the Land Registry. This was a 

necessary requirement prior to transfer of the assets. We are advised by 

our solicitor that we still face months of delay by the Registry and thus 

asset transfer and the resultant wind-up of the unincorporated charity 

cannot yet be completed. We have begun banking with the Co-op Bank 

whose services, so far, appear better-suited to our needs.  
 

Annual General Meetings. 

 We were unable to hold our AGM in April, but it was a requirement 

that members had the opportunity to vote on the adoption of the Annual 

Report and Accounts of the unincorporated charity for 2019, so that these 

could be submitted to the Charity Commission before 31st October 2020. 

A postal vote was organised and the vote was unanimously in favour of 

adoption. It has not been possible to hold the inaugural AGM of the 

incorporated charity (the CIO), but as this remained essentially 'dormant' 

during 2019 there was nothing significant to report. It was therefore 

decided that this should take place by August 2021 although, pandemic 

allowing, it is hoped it will happen during April. We have notified the 

Charity Commission of this and have their acknowledgement.    

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riber_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riber_Castle


Subscriptions.  

 The Board decided on the need to increase subscriptions from January 

2021. The decision was not taken lightly and we thank everyone for 

renewing their membership which we believe continues to give good 

value. The pandemic adversely affected our financial position and despite 

a small amount of income from trading during the period we were open 

and some grant aid, we are having to draw on reserves to meet some costs. 

Thank you therefore for continuing to support our Society in one way or 

another. 
 

In Conclusion. 

 This has certainly been a challenging year. A year that on the one hand 

has reduced our financial resources whilst simultaneously stimulating our 

intellectual and creative capabilities to manage the situation and I am 

very proud to have been part of the team that has achieved so much during 

this demanding year.  

 In my mind, perhaps the single most beneficial outcome from all that 

has happened in our particular case will be the legacy from the Arts 

Council England project, because despite all that was going on around 

us, we managed to keep moving forward, developing and enhancing our 

offering. The support we asked of key volunteers, of trustees and of 

Anita, our Manager, were demanding and considerable, but at each stage 

everyone rallied enthusiastically, spontaneously, generously and 

professionally. In respect of the Arts Council England project we were so 

fortunate to have engaged with very professional, external suppliers who 

worked with us, not just for us. They advised us, fitted in with us and, 

because of this huge team process, our museum's offering to the public 

will, in the future, be even greater than it was before the pandemic. 

 Thank you to everyone who has played a part in helping to accomplish 

this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



'The Air of Freedom’ 

The Derbyshire Boot and Shoemakers Strike  1918 – 1920 
 

Steve Bond 

 

 In December 1917 John Buckle, an organiser for The National Union 

of Boot and Shoe Operatives (NUBSO), was asked to help the factory 

workers in Eyam and Stoney Middleton as part of his national role. He 

held meetings with workers in the Reading Room in Stoney Middleton, 
and the Bulls Head in Eyam. As a result, in January 1918, the Eyam 

branch of the union was formed, initially with 43 male and 46 female 

members. No workers from Stoney Middleton joined the union at first, 
 

 

 
 

 Boot and shoemakers strike parade, 1918.  Note the Eyam Variety players in 

their white uniforms.  Bands provided music for many of the strike marches and 

also at social events during the dispute.  Notice also the many children in the crowd.  

The young ones were keen to join in, but also helped their parents by running 

errands for coppers and fetching messages.  The older ones (over 12) were either 

on strike or working in other jobs and boosting the family income. 

 

http://smhccg.org/wp-content/uploads/boot-making-strike-001.jpg


partly due to intimidation from the factory owners. Many, however, 

joined once the branch was formed. By February, most of the workers in 

the eight main firms still producing during the war (five in Stoney, three 

in Eyam) had joined the union. 

 John Buckle described the situation thus: 
 

‘They work 59 hours week, no bonus paid, and wages were 

near the bone. The worst I have seen. Can something be 

done for them? God help them all.’  
 

 Wages and conditions in the two villages were poor compared to other 

parts of the country. In Leicester, where the union was strong, men were 

earning between 75 and 100s (£5) for a 52½ hour week in 1918, whereas 

in Stoney Middleton and Eyam they were earning only 36s (£1.16 

shillings) for 59 hours. Women's wages in the local factories were only  

12-16s a week for 55-56 hrs. Women in other big footwear-making areas 

could earn twice or three times that much, and for a shorter week. 

 The vast majority of boot and shoe companies around the country 

recognised the union and entered into agreements with NUBSO. But in 

Stoney Middleton and Eyam, the employers’ attitude was hostile. On 12th 

January, William Slater, the Eyam Branch secretary was given a week’s 

notice by his employers, Ridgeway Brothers. The firm stated that they 

would have ‘no dictation from the union'. Mr Tom Barber, the Branch 

president, was sacked by E. West and Son. In total, at least 11 workers 

were dismissed because of their actual, or alleged, union involvement. 

 The companies refused to meet union representatives, or consider 

workers' requests for improvement in conditions or payment of a war 

bonus. The union approached the Government to intervene and help avert 

a strike, but the employers turned down an offer of conciliation by the 

Ministry of Labour. Because the dispute arose during the First World War, 

there was an obligation on companies and unions to seek arbitration to 

resolve differences. The local boot and shoe firms, however, were 

unwilling to go to arbitration. It was only after all these channels had been 

tried that the union resorted to strike action. 

 Many of the families involved had sons in the forces. At least one of 

the main firms, Heginbotham’s, had produced army boots, and another, 

Mason Brothers & Lennon, was repairing boots for the army. However, 

the union view was that workers returning from the war should be able 

to expect decent jobs to come back to. Employers should not exploit the 



war situation by worsening conditions, profiteering or refusing to 

recognise trade unions. A strike was a last resort, but in the circumstances 

they felt they had no alternative. 

 The strike began in March, with around 160 workers in eight firms 

involved. The strikers had four demands: recognition of the union; a 

reduction in hours to the nationally agreed 52.5  hour week; payment of 

a war bonus (agreed nationally by the union and the employers’ 

federation); and reinstatement of the workers dismissed for their union 

activities. 

 Taking strike action carried great risks. Workers could be sacked. They 

could be evicted from their homes as many were owned by employers or 

their friends. Making ends meet was a constant challenge. Whilst the 

union paid strike pay, it wasn’t enough to sustain families, and other 

income had to be sought. Family members who worked in different trades 

were able to help, and children played a key role e.g. running errands or 

helping to collect firewood.  

 The strikers held regular parades, headed by local bands, to gather 

support and boost morale. They also issued an appeal to NUBSO 

branches and other trade unions. They got good support from workers in 

Sheffield who brought over donations of cash and joined some of the 

parades. 

 Support also came from more unlikely quarters. The vicar of Stoney 

Middleton, the Reverend John Riddlesden, invited the strikers into St. 

Martin’s church for a special service. He preached on the theme of Cain 

and Abel’s story and its central question, ‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’, 

appealing to the conscience of local employers. 

 A local magistrate called William Nixon, who was to play a key role 

later in helping Stoney Middleton obtain mains water and sewage, tried 

to bring the sides together. A cutlery employer in Sheffield for over 50 

years, Nixon had considerable experience of working constructively with 

trade unions. He tried to persuade the local employers to meet with union 

representatives and avoid lasting damage to the social fabric of the two 

villages. The employers refused and Nixon was exasperated by what he 

regarded as their out of date thinking and stubborn attitude. 

 One of the Stoney Middleton firms did agree to have talks. In May 

1918, Heginbotham Brothers signed an agreement with NUBSO and the 

strike at their Prefect House Works was called off. Their pragmatic 



approach was probably because they’d had war contracts, and to get 

further contracts they’d need to adhere to nationally agreed pay and 

conditions. 

 However, the other employers refused to settle or accept a further offer 

of government arbitration in the summer which followed the intervention 

of Will Thorne, a Trade Union leader and MP who came to Eyam and 

asked questions about the strike in Parliament. The employers thought 

the strike would crumble in the cold winter months, but the strikers were 

determined to keep going. They came up with a new idea, to set up their 

own factory. 

 The workers and their union raised money for the new initiative in 

1919. Donations came from NUBSO branches, Sheffield munitions 

workers and the Daily Herald newspaper.  

 John Buckle obtained land in Eyam (just off Tideswell Lane) and an 

old army hut. The strikers helped to lay a track and erect a stone building 

for the engine to run the machinery. After a lot of work, the new factory 

opened in 1920. The aim was to run the works on a cooperative basis and 

initially about 40 women were employed on union rates and hours. 

 Their decision to pay Union rates placed extra pressure on the factory 

owners to settle, but the employers remained intransigent. With the 

cooperative factory now open, and with many of the men obtaining other 

work, NUBSO decided to call the strike off. It had lasted nearly two and 

half years, and is believed to be the longest ever strike in the footwear 

trade in England. 

 Although only one company had settled with the union, the strike did 

lead to better pay and conditions in the other factories, and it inspired 

workers in other local industries to join trade unions and seek 

improvements. Some strikers, however, were ‘blacklisted’ and had to 

seek work elsewhere. There were deep divisions in the villages. Some 

soldiers returning from the war had been used as strike breakers, whilst 

others supported the union.  

 The seeds sown during the strike did, however, eventually bear more 

fruit. During World War Two, when demand for boots was again very 

high, the local union branch was re-started and all the four local firms 

remaining recognised NUBSO and implemented nationally agreed pay 

and conditions. NUBSO continued to represent workers after the war, and 



its successor, the Community Union, has represented workers at William 

Lennon’s, the last remaining local company, from that time. 

 In 2018 local people came together to organise commemorative events 

in the two villages to mark the 100th anniversary of this historic strike. 

 

 
 

Strikers and supporters in Stoney Middleton. John Buckle is on the right wearing 

a bowler hat. To his right, in the trilby hat, is Bill Slater, the union branch 

secretary, sacked by Ridgeway Brothers. 

 

 

 

 The full story of the strike is told in a new book 'The Air of Freedom' 

by Steve Bond and Philip Taylor. Copies are available, priced £6 by 

post from: The Cordwainer, unit 8, Brough Business Centre, Bradwell, 

Hope Valley, S33 9HG.  Please add £2 for post and package and make 

cheques payable to S. Bond. 

 

 

 

 



James Brindley 1716-1772 

 
Mandy Coates 

 

  James Brindley came from the Peak 

District and is a son of Derbyshire. Most of 

Brindley’s work was outside our area, 

although the Chesterfield Canal is not too 

far away. Canals had a pivotal role in the 

late 18th and 19th centuries overcoming 

transport constraints to unlock the country’s 

trade potential. I am no expert in either 

canals or academic research, but felt I 

would like to pay homage to a man who was 

at the forefront of the industrial revolution. 

For an in-depth interpretation of this subject 

you should refer to James Brindley Canal Pioneer by Christine 

Richardson, President of the Chesterfield Canal Preservation Society and 

leading authority on Brindley. She was encouraged 'to find Brindley' by 

canal historian Charles Hadfield (1909-1996). 

 James Brindley was an English engineer. Although he was born 

in Derbyshire he lived much of his life in Leek, Staffordshire, becoming 

one of the most notable water engineers of the 18th century. He helped to 

create a new dimension in industrial transport. 

 His birthplace was a cottage, now demolished, between Tunstead and 

Great Rocks Dale.  Tunstead is a small hamlet in the parish of Wormhill 

in the remote High Peak of Derbyshire. James was the oldest of seven 

children. His family were farmers and his antecedents Quakers. There are 

many myths about his father, that he was feckless and squandered the 

family fortune, or a lazy rough peasant or a farm labourer with not the 

means to educate his son. With a Quaker background these criticisms are 

unlikely. His father could certainly read and write, so his parents may 

well have had a hand in educating their firstborn.  

 When James was old enough his first job was as a bird scarer in the 

fields around his home. Then, working at Old Hall Farm, he led wagons 

with sacks of grain to the old grist mill in Millers Dale. However, he 

became more interested in the mill machinery and how the grinding 
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process worked. He made models of the machinery and used water to 

power them. 

 In 1726 when James was ten years old the family moved (with the 

support of his great uncle Richard Bowman) to Lowe Hill Farm, a mile 

south-east of Leek in Staffordshire. The move marked a great 

improvement in the Brindley family’s fortunes. His father inherited a 

third of his paternal grandmother’s property, meaning James junior was 

relieved of the future responsibility of taking over the running of the 

family farm.   

 In 1733 (age 17) James was apprenticed for seven years to Abraham 

Bennett, a millwright of Sutton near Macclesfield. Here he flourished and 

developed his skill and understanding of how machinery worked and 

could be developed.  His workmanship repairing fire damaged machinery 

at a silk mill in Macclesfield was so good he was commended by the 

owner. Other mill owners started asking for him by name and he soon 

gained a reputation for suggesting improvements instead of just repairing 

old installations. When a new paper mill at Wildboarclough required a 

specific type of machinery, Brindley is said to have visited a mill in 

Smedley, a walk of some 25 miles, to study their machinery which was 

of a similar style to that required. He then walked back to Wildboarclough 

and with total recall worked on the machinery there to complete the 

contract with great success.  

 On the completion of his apprenticeship, when he was 24, Brindley 

stayed on with Bennett as a qualified journeyman millwright. When 

Abraham Bennett died in 1742, Brindley was left the works.  He 

completed all the outstanding jobs and closed the business.  He then 

returned to Leek and set up his own firm as a millwright, engineer and 

wheelwright.  

 There was plenty of work and he soon established a reputation for 

ingenuity and skill at repairing many kinds of machinery. His customers 

also knew he was adept at incorporating changes to improve 

performance, installing new systems for specific purposes and for 

completing contracts on time. 

 In 1750, he expanded his business by renting a millwright’s shop in 

Burslem from the Wedgwood family, who subsequently became lifelong 

friends. He became interested in, and started designing, steam engines 

and in 1752 designed and built a pumping engine for draining The Wet 



Earth Colliery at Clifton in Lancashire. Also in 1752 he built Leek Corn 

Mill, much of which remains and now houses The Brindley Mill 

Museum.  

 In 1755 he was employed in the construction and fitting out of a silk 

mill at Congleton. Initially he was responsible for the larger and less 

refined apparatus, but eventually his superior knowledge and 

workmanship asserted itself and he was soon in charge of completing the 

entire work, taking the place of a less precise supervising engineer. It was 

at this time he earned himself the nickname 'The Schemer'. He also 

developed a way of cutting tooth and pinion wheels by machinery which 

proved far superior to those done by hand. By now he was employing 

other workmen in his own business to cope with the ever increasing 

demands for his services. 

 As a millwright and engineer Brindley travelled around the 

countryside on horseback and on his journeys would be looking at small 

watercourses and assessing levels and water flow rates, useful knowledge 

in the development of mills and the associated machinery. He was 

particularly good at using water in ingenious ways to overcome laborious 

tasks. 

 In 1758 Brindley was commissioned by Lord Gower, colliery owner 

Thomas Broad and others to survey for a 20-mile canal starting at the 

Minster Pool, adjacent to Lichfield Cathedral and ending at Kings Mill 

near Derby. This was seen as the central part of a greater plan for a canal 

linking Liverpool with Hull. Brindley called this the Grand Trunk Canal 

because he envisaged many branches such as the one at Lichfield. Having 

done the survey, the outcome was out of Brindley’s hands and he went 

back to his own business, where he was working on a variety of 

mechanical systems for the pottery trade and the Wedgwoods in 

particular. 

 His growing reputation brought him to the attention of the 3rd Duke of 

Bridgewater who was looking for a way to improve the transport of coal 

from the mines on his estate at Worsley to the city of Manchester. In 1759 

the Duke commissioned the Bridgewater Canal of approximately 10 ½ 

miles length. John Gilbert, the Duke's agent who had management of the 

Worsley estate, insisted Brindley was engaged to assist with particular 

problems, such as how to get the canal over the River Irwell and across 

the boggy ground at Trafford Moss. Brindley proposed a waterway 



incorporating sections tunnelled through the coal measures and carried 

over the River Irwell by aqueduct.  Barton Aqueduct, the most impressive 

feature of the project, carried the canal at an elevation of 12 meters (39 ft) 

over the River Irwell at Barton. When it was completed in 1761 this 

enterprise was a technical triumph and ushered in a new era. Coal was a 

key element in the industrial revolution and transport costs were so 

dramatically reduced by the Duke’s canal that the price of coal at 

Manchester was halved. Although Brindley has often been credited as the 

genius behind the construction of the canal, it is now thought that the 

main designers were the Duke himself, who had some engineering 

training, and his land agent and engineer John Gilbert. However, it was 

Brindley who tested the riverbed to ensure sound foundations, as he had 

done when building weirs and dams to store water to power his mills. It 

was his expertise that created piers strong enough to withstand the flow 

of the River Irwell. John Gilbert was probably responsible for the tunnels 

at Worsley and the construction of the Speedwell Boat Tunnel for 

transporting lead ore and waste from the Castleton lead mine in 1774. 

 Brindley was a consultant engineer for the Bridgwater Canal and 

probably only worked on it for a period of three years. (It was not 

completed until 1776, nearly 4 years after his death.) He kept his 

independence and maintained his own business, completing numerous 

projects for his considerable client base. He was involved with helping to 

prepare submissions to Parliament for the three Parliamentary Acts that 

were needed to complete the Bridgewater Canal, each more contentious 

than the last. For any proposed canal, an Act of Parliament was necessary 

to authorize construction, and as people saw the high revenues achieved 

from canal tolls, proposals became motivated as much by the prospect of 

dividend returns as by cost reductions to businesses in the form of 

cheaper transport. 

 As his reputation grew, he was involved in surveying for many 

possible canal routes. He worked tirelessly and travelled hundreds of 

miles on horseback to visit many sites all over England.  

 In 1762 he set out to survey or conduct 'a reconnoitering' (according 

to his diary), in Chester and Shropshire.  He had with him a sketch map 

of the continuation of the Dee southwards past Whitchurch. He believed 

it would be possible to use canals to link the four great rivers of England, 

the Mersey, Trent, Severn, and Thames, i.e. The Grand Cross Scheme. 
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Brindley was also visualising the Grand Trunk Canal to link Liverpool, 

Hull, and Bristol by navigable waterways. He received encouragement 

and sponsorship from the Wedgwoods who saw the potential of water 

transport, it being safer than packhorses, to carry their delicate wares 

from the Potteries around Stoke on Trent to all parts of the country. They 

wholeheartedly supported the connection of Staffordshire to the Trent 

and to the Mersey. The first sod for this would be cut by Josiah 

Wedgwood in 1766. Brindley carried it away in a barrow. 

 In 1762, Brindley was asked by the Don Navigation Company for his 

advice on how improvements could be made to the navigational 

idiosyncrasies of the River Don above Tinsley, thus enabling access into 

the city of Sheffield. The lower few miles of the Don towards the east 

coast are known as the Dutch River and here he designed three swing 

bridges to replace existing fixed spans, thereby encouraging more coastal 

traffic up the estuaries to Thorne. The following year he returned to the 

lower reaches of the Don surveying a canal route to the Trent from 

Stainforth on the Don to Keadby on the Trent. This canal was not cut until 

1802.  

 In 1764 he was asked by the trustees of the River Weaver in Cheshire 

for his opinion on making the Witton Brook navigable. 

 Brindley's canal building techniques evolved over time.  He reduced 

the amount of earth moving by developing the principle of contouring. 

He preferred to use a circuitous route that avoided embankments, tunnels 

and cuttings. It meant his canals were often much longer than a more 

direct approach would have produced. He advocated the technique 

of puddling clay to produce a watertight clay-based material for use in 

lining canal  beds. Puddle clay was not a new technique as the Romans 

had used the method, but Brindley needed to convince the canal 

companies and Parliament that it was a viable and safe technique. It was 

used extensively in UK canal construction and starting around 1840 

puddle clay was used as the water-retaining element (or core) 

within earth-fill dams, particularly in the Pennines. Brindley also 

designed the special barges which carried loads of excavated materials 

from canal beds to other sites where they could be deposited by means of 

a hinged bottom.  

 Brindley married Ann Henshall in December 1765.  He was 49 and 

she was 19.  Ann was the sister of Hugh Henshall, Brindley’s surveyor-
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assistant. The couple moved into part of Turnhurst Hall at Newchapel, 

Staffordshire, where they lived until his death in September 1772. They 

had two daughters, Anne born in 1769 and Susannah born in 1772.  

 It is said that at this time, Brindley had never built a lock and he 

contrived an experimental one in the grounds of Turnhurst and this set 

the pattern for most canal locks in the Midlands, with a single upper gate 

and double mitre lower gates. Unfortunately, archaeological research at 

the site has never found any evidence that this story is anything but 

apocryphal.  

 Brindley mixed with some of the finest minds in England during this 

time. His friend Josiah Wedgwood had introduced him to the eminent 

physician and polymath Erasmus Darwin and other illustrious members 

of the Lunar Circle.  

 During 1765 he was asked to estimate for the Droitwich Barge Canal. 

He was invited to advise on drainage improvements at Potteric Carr, a 

marshy area near Doncaster. He had also been appointed Consultant 

Engineer for the Calder and Hebble Navigation. At the behest of the Duke 

of Bridgewater he was tasked with extending the Bridgewater Canal to 

Runcorn. However,  he was not involved with connecting it to the Trent 

and Mersey Canal. This was again at the behest of the Duke of 

Bridgewater. The total cost of the two sections of the Bridgewater Canal 

was £220,000 and the resulting revenues exceeded the initial expenditure 

in three years. 

  In 1766 James Brindley was asked to oversee the Staffordshire and 

Worcestershire Canal and was appointed Surveyor-General for what was 

the first part of the ambitious Trent and Mersey Canal. From Runcorn the 

Trent and Mersey Canal would climb by a series of 35 locks, pass through 

the 3000 yard Harecastle Tunnel, then descend by another 40 locks to 

join the Trent at Wilden Ferry, near Shardlow. There was mounting 

scepticism surrounding this scheme and in the event, although the canal 

opened from Shardlow to near Stafford in 1770, it took eleven years to 

drive the Harecastle Tunnel.  Although Brindley and his assistants 

surveyed the whole of the Grand Trunk Canal, which he envisaged as the 

Grand Cross of waterways across the country, he did not live to see it 

completed. The Harecastle Tunnel finally opened in 1777 and coal was 

transported from the Midlands to the River Thames at Oxford in January 
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1790, some 18 years after Brindley's death. Development of the network, 

therefore, had to be left to other engineers, such as Thomas Telford. 

 In 1766 Brindley resigned as Engineer on the Calder and Hebble 

Navigation and from then on tried to avoid river work as there were 

always problems with flooding. The same year his opinion was sought 

on waterworks at London Bridge on the River Thames.  

 In 1767 he was asked to conduct a survey for the Birmingham Canal 

which he did carry out, although at the time he was in poor health. In 

November of that year the Bollin Aqueduct collapsed due to very heavy 

rain over the Pennines which had lasted for days, the engorged and fast 

flowing river Bollin eventually undermined the piers of the aqueduct that 

Brindley was constructing to carry the Bridgewater Canal over the river. 

(The River Bollin is a major tributary of the Mersey running through 

Cheshire.) There was profound relief that the collapse had taken place 

whilst the aqueduct was under construction and not after completion 

when it would have been much more costly to repair and more lives could 

have been lost.  

 By now Brindley had his own canal construction team, a group of 

hand-picked surveyors, engineers and craftsmen to whom he could 

delegate some of the ever-increasing work.  

 The next few years were busy. He was involved in estimating the route 

for the Chesterfield Canal to Bawtry. He was asked to report on 

Longbotham’s route for the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, and he was 

appointed Engineer for the Birmingham Canal. Additionally he was 

appointed Engineer and Surveyor for the Coventry Canal from which he 

was dismissed in 1769, more for political reasons and disagreements 

between managements than for any dissatisfaction with his work. He was 

appointed Inspector of Works for the Droitwich Barge Canal, which was 

opened in 1771, and Engineer for the Birmingham Canal. In Glasgow he  

discussed plans for the Forth and Clyde Canal and was made a Burgess 

of Glasgow. In 1769 he was made Engineer and General Surveyor for the 

Oxford Canal. In 1770 he was asked to plan navigational improvements 

for the River Thames and he declined the post as Chief Engineer for the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal. In 1771 he was appointed Engineer for the 

Chesterfield Canal which was completed in 1777. 

 Whilst surveying a new branch of the Trent and Mersey Canal, the 

Caldon Canal, in September 1772, Brindley, worn down by the labour of 
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canal surveying and construction in all weathers, became seriously ill at 

Froghall, where he had been thoroughly drenched by rain. He caught a 

chill, became seriously ill and returned to his home at Turnhurst, 

Staffordshire. Josiah Wedgewood asked Erasmus Darwin to go and see 

Brindley and he diagnosed diabetes in an advanced stage; Brindley had 

suffered great thirst for several years. There was no cure and one of the 

Wedgwood’s letters chronicles the sad story:- 
 

“Poor Mr Brindley has nearly finished his course in this world…. His 

disorder… is a diabetes…Though I believe no one of his doctors found 

it out till Dr Darwin discovered it in the present illness, which I fear 

will deprive us of a valuable friend, and the world of one of those great 

geniuses who seldom live to see justice done to their singular abilities, 

but must trust to future ages for that tribute of praise and fair fame 

they so greatly merit from their fellow mortals.” 
 

 James Brindley died at Turnhurst within sight of the unfinished 

Harecastle Tunnel on 27 September 1772, aged 56. He was buried on 30 

September, at St. James  Newchapel in Staffordshire just nine days after 

the completion of his Birmingham Canal. Wedgwood wrote to tell 

Darwin, who replied:- 
 

“Your letter gave me most sincere grief about Mr Brindley, whom I 

have always esteem’d to be a great Genius, and whose loss is a truly 

public one. I don’t believe he has left his equal. I think the various 

Navigations should erect him a monument in Westminster Abbey and 

hope you will at a proper time give them this hint.” 
 

 Brindley's widow remarried in 1775 to Robert Williamson, one of 

Brindley's assistants and she lived until 1799.  

 James Brindley was responsible for the construction of eight great 

waterways including the Chesterfield Canal, the only one built to the east 

of the Pennines and which was eventually completed in 1777. In total, 

throughout his life Brindley built 365 miles (587 km) of canals. Of those 

eight canals only three were finished during his lifetime. However, the 

men he had trained would continue to develop the canals of Great Britain,  

a vital part of the industrial revolution.  

  There are memorials to James Brindley. On Wormhill village green 

there is a set of old stocks and a drinking fountain with troughs inscribed  
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“In memory of James Brindley, Canal Engineer. Born in this parish 

1716”. The site of his birthplace has a plaque erected by Derbyshire 

Archaeological Society. There is the Brindley Museum in Leek and the 

James Brindley pub in Birmingham. Erasmus Darwin wrote a poem 

about him called The Botanic Garden in which Brindley is the only 

Englishman to be called 'immortal', justified as his canals live on today. 

(Darwin’s only other immortal is Benjamin Franklin for his role in 

founding the USA.) 

 Ruskin wrote this testimony to James Brindley:- 

“The English are a dumb people. They can do great acts but not 

describe them. Whatsoever of strength the man had in him will be 

written in the work he does. The rugged Brindley has little to say for 

himself. He has chained seas together. His ships do visibly float over 

valleys and invisibly through the hearts of mountains; the Mersey 

and the Thames, the Humber and the Severn have shaken hands.” 
 

 However, eclipsing all these deserved plaudits, the most lasting 

memorials to this great man are the many inland waterways he and those 

who followed his example so carefully constructed nearly 300 years ago. 

Would he be surprised to see his legacy living on in so many newly 

restored canals destined to provide enjoyment and relaxation for the 

modern generations?   

 

 

 

Sources. 

Daniel, Clarence. Derbyshire Portraits.  

Richardson, Christine. James Brindley:Canal Pioneer. 

Smiles, Samuel. Lives of the Engineers.  

The Internet. 
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Old postcards recently donated to the museum. 
 

Trevor Brighton 

A large number of old postcards were recently donated to the museum. 

The ones shown here have been chosen by Trevor Brighton as the most 

interesting. (Ed) 

 

1.  I have never seen this card before, postmarked 1918 when tourists 

began to travel again as the war came to an end.  It is really a museum 

piece displayed with the contents of the suitcase pulled out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

2. This is a rare early Edwardian card postmarked 1905.  Winter scenes 

are rare and this winter scene by “Jotter” is quite evocative.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Brooklands – no date – but the mutilated stamp shows part of the   

     head of Edward VII.  

 



 

 

 

4. A rare picture of Bakewell 

cemetery.  This is the Anglican 

chapel of rest by T.D. Barry of 

Liverpool, 1858.  Its tower and 

spire mirror those of the parish 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The church’s war memorial 

altar is rare and is by Sir Ninian 

Comper 1918-20. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

6. We have several pictures of all these cottages with thatch.  On this 

card (1941?) only the central section is thatched – the last thatch in 

Bakewell until after the 2nd WW. 

 

 
 

7. This card shows the sarcophagi excavated by Flockton. They have 

since been moved to the other side of the porch and are fewer in 

number. 



 

 

 
 

8. The rear of Castle Street.  Now changed because one occupant 

spoiled the symmetry of the garden doors giving access to the river 

walk by making an enlarged entrance for his car.  The swans are a rare 

sight today and may have nested on the island in years gone by. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The early history of Hobbs Café, Monsal Head,  

1859 – 1963 
 

Ann Hall 

Introduction. 

 While deeply engrossed in the Fin Cop project 2009-10, I would take 

refreshments at Hobbs Café with groups of weary diggers.  The tea and 

scones were excellent and we could sit in the sunny garden looking up to 

the excavation site and recover from all the excitement and hard graft of 

the day. During these visits I was drawn to the very interesting leaflet 

available to guests called 'Hobb’s, a little bit of history' written by Ray 

and Rose Lambe, the present owners. It was illustrated by an intriguing 

photo of a half-timbered building. Being a keen family historian the 

whole story whetted my appetite making me want to know more. 

 Time has passed and at last I have had the time to follow all the leads 

from the Lambe’s leaflet.  This article is the result of searches in local 

parish registers and census returns available on the website Ancestry, as 

well as the online British Newspaper Archive and through visits to 

Derbyshire Record Office at Matlock.  I have talked to several local 

people who have given me a much greater understanding of the past times 

at Monsal Head. I have been able to add a great deal of extra information 

on the lives and times of past owners and occupiers and most of the new 

information is based on these records.  There are still some areas of the 

story where I have had to give a best guess to the details.  Please contact 

me if you know more about these matters and I shall add your comments 

to the article with acknowledgement. annhall4@hotmail.com 

 

1859 – 1863? Bunkhouse and, possibly, Midland Railway contractor 

site office. 

 All the local people that I have spoken to believe that the building 

(SK18467153) was erected by the Midland Railway Company during the 

period when the section of rail line from Hassop to Buxton was under 

construction. This is the time when the Headstone tunnel was being 

excavated and the Headstone (Monsal Dale) viaduct was built.  The 

common consensus is that the building had two functions; one as a site 

office for paying wages and other company activities, the other as a 

navvy bunkhouse.  



  
Modern map showing Monsal Head with its connections to the River Wye, 

Monsal Trail (disused railway) passing from NW to E, Little Longstone and Great 

Longstone to the east, Ashford in the Water to the south east. 
© OpenStreetMap contributors 

 

 In the earliest photograph taken c1918 the building appears to be made 

of wooden panels on the front elevation, laid vertically, with the gable 

ends of the building made of gritstone. The substantial use of wood 

makes it similar to other early railway accommodation which was usually 

of a temporary nature and designed to be removed when the line was 

completed, for use at the next construction site. The stone in these 

buildings was to provide heat proof chimneys for safety within a wooden 

building.  Michael Stuart (2002) records that the roof was originally of 

corrugated iron. The only remaining authenticated navvy building is at 

Edmondthorpe and Wymondham Station, Leicestershire. It was 

constructed mainly in wood with some brick walling infill and chimneys. 

Another possible navvy hut now re-erected at Settle had extensive use of 

wooden railway sleepers in its construction. 



 

 
Many thanks to Ian Cox for use of this early post card from his collection. The 

building appears to be two semidetached cottages with a wooden front wall and 

shuttered windows. A bench to the right of the building could be used as an 

informal refreshment area. 

 

 The following evidence suggests that it was used as a railway 

bunkhouse. At other sites there were often dormitories for single men 

with a housekeeper who cooked and washed for them.  The 1861 census 

does not specify properties individually, but there is only one record for 

Little Longstone at Edgestones Head (as Monsal Head was known then). 

It was a lodgings run by Elizabeth Rawnsley and her two daughters, with 

two of her brothers and three lodgers; all five men were railway 

contractor’s workers (an engine driver, two railway labourers and two 

carpenters). All the occupants were English and from outside Derbyshire.  

In previous censuses there was no record for properties at Edgestones 

Head in the Little Longstone census (Note 1), supporting the idea that it 

was built between 1851 and 1861.  Also in the Book of Reference (site 

plans) of 1859 which show the course of the new railway, the only  
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building at Monsal Head is the Bull’s Head Inn, which narrows down the 

erection date to between 1859 and 1861. 

 So far I have not been able to verify its use as an office in railway or 

other contemporary records. If there was also an office in the building it 

is not recorded in the census record of 1861. Glynn Waite (personal 

communication) has suggested that it was not very practical to have a site 

office at Monsal Head as it was well away from the actual railway line 

construction further down the hill side. On the other hand, it was close to 

the little encampment of turf huts at Broad Roods (Note 2) and had good 

communication links via the main road to routes that other railway 

workers in the district would have used to access their worksite. Michael 

Stuart (2002) records that there was a table by the door which was used 

when the workers were paid.  

 Overall, this evidence supports the idea that it was indeed built by the 

Midland Railway on land owned by the Duke of Devonshire, after 1859, 

as lodgings for workers, with the likelihood that one half was used as a 

site office.  

 When the company had finished the work in 1863 it is interesting that 

it was not removed as happened to all the other temporary buildings such 

as the turf huts at Broad Roods a short distance down Ashford Lane. 

(Stuart, 2000). Since it appears to have had full height stone gables to the 

side elevations, it would have been less easy for the contractor to 

dismantle the building for use at the next construction site. In this 

circumstance it was usual for the building to be auctioned off and this 

may have been its fate. 

 

Elizabeth Rawnsley, bunkhouse keeper. 

 In 1861 Elizabeth kept the bunkhouse at Monsal Head. She arrived 

from Bradford with her two daughters, Alice (Mary) 9 and Charlotte 4 

and managed the house for her Hinchliffe brothers and three other 

labourers who were all working on the railway.  She married Jenkin Jones 

in 1862 in Great Longstone church and an announcement was made in 

the Derbyshire Courier.  They had two children, Mary in 1863, while 

living in Little Longstone and Robert in 1865, while living in Doveholes.  

Jenkin was a blacksmith and came from Monmouthshire. He was likely 

to have been part of the workforce on the railway, moving up the line 

towards Buxton via Doveholes as building progressed.  



 Probing a little into her background, it seems that rather than being a 

widow as recorded on the census and marriage records, she was a 

bigamist.  As Elizabeth Rachel Hinchcliffe (Hincliff, Inchcliffe, 

Hinchliffe) she had married Benjamin Rawnsley in 1850 and had had 

four children, one of whom was born in Monmouthshire. It is a possibility 

that she met Jenkin Jones at this time. This makes the newspaper 

announcement rather curious, as it seems that they did not want to 

conceal the marriage, as might have been expected. 

 In the 1861 census her first husband was recorded living in Bradford 

with his two sons, Benjamin junior and George, and his 'wife' Ann and 

 

 

 
 

Detailed map showing the building now called Hobbs Café with associated 

outbuildings north of the word “Headstone”. It shares the site with the Bull’s Head 

Inn (Monsal Head Hotel) to the east. The complicated route of the parish boundary 

can be seen as a series of dots separating the Bull’s Head Inn in Ashford from the 

Hobb’s Café building in Little Longstone. See note 1. 

OS map Derbyshire XXII 2 series Surveyed 1878. National Library of Scotland 

https://maps.nls.uk/index.html 
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two older children who may have been stepchildren. The reason that 

caused both the husband and wife to live with new partners is not clear.  

Such occurrences in the 1800s were not uncommon and very rarely were 

miscreants charged in law. However, the separation of the Rawnsley and 

Jones families was not complete because (Alice) Mary moved back to 

Bradford by 1871 to live with her father.  

 Following the census registers, it appears that Elizabeth Jones moved 

several times as her second husband was employed in some of the epic 

construction projects which were undertaken in the second half of the 

1800s. She continued to be a boarding house keeper with lodgers 

recorded in each of the next three decades. One of the most significant 

was the construction of the Manchester Ship Canal where she lived in 

one of the thirteen wooden huts on the bank of the ship canal with a total 

of six people in four rooms. One of the lodgers was a steam crane driver 

whose machine made the building task not entirely reliant on human 

power alone, as so much of excavation had been at Monsal Dale. 

 Elizabeth died in 1899 at Dover where both her husband and son, 

Robert, were working on the construction of two piers of the west 

harbour, another epic project. 

 

1864? – 1883 John Whalley, gamekeeper to the Duke of Devonshire.  

 The answer to why the railway building survived after completion of 

the line may possibly be explained as follows. The Duke of Devonshire 

has extensive land holdings on both sides of the River Wye between 

Litton Mill and Ashford.  On the steep hill sides at this time there was a 

hatchery for rearing pheasants and woods with ridings where the young 

pheasants matured, waiting for the shooting parties to have their sport. 

The evidence for the ridings can be seen on the 1898 OS map. Also there 

were several warrens for rabbit rearing which were stated as being over 

1000 acres in size in a later newspaper report and in an old postcard of 

the viaduct and Brushfield the view is described as 'The Warren'. These 

areas were attractive to poachers and were therefore closely guarded and 

managed by gamekeepers. (Note 3) It would have been convenient to 

have a gamekeeper sited close to this area and it may be that the Duke of 

Devonshire, who owned the land where the house had been built, bought 

the building from the railway company for housing his gamekeeper. 



 Certainly in the next two censuses, 1871 (at Edgestones) and 1881 (the 

last entry for Little Longstone), John Whalley and his family were there 

with his occupation given as gamekeeper. Evidence from censuses point 

to the building still being divided into two. There was a railway porter 

living next to the Whalleys in 1871.  In the 1881 census the other half of 

the building was occupied by Sarah Wardle, with a lodger. Sarah died in 

1883 and this side of the cottage remained empty as indicated on the 1891 

census. 

 John Whalley was born in 1831 in Cracoe near to Grassington in the 

Yorkshire  Dales and  his arrival in the area is confirmed by the birth of 

his daughter Ellen who was baptised in Great Longstone in 1864. (More 

of Ellen later.)  A little of his career is illustrated in local newspaper 

reports.  In 1867 he brought a successful court case against three people 

“trespassing in pursuit of game” and in 1870 he caught a 'monster trout' 

of 8lb 9oz in Monsal Dale. In 1880 he was named as one of the pall 

bearers at the funeral of Lord Cavendish and in 1883 his own death notice 

states that he died at Edgestones Head. His wife Elizabeth received a 

pension from the Devonshire Estate until she died in 1890. 

 

1871 Samuel Pitty, railway porter. 

 Samuel Pitty lived beside the Whalley family, according to the 1871 

census, working as a railway porter at Monsal Dale station. Further 

research revealed that he was a man with a history. A Chelsea Pensioner 

by the age of 28, he had served in the 2nd battalion of the 16th regiment of 

Foot from 1861 attaining the rank of corporal. His battalion served in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia from 1861 to 1866 during the unsettled times of the 

American Civil War. He was in Barbados between 1866 and 1869 and 

then returned to Dublin.  It is possible to read the notes from the 

Regimental Board which led to his discharge with a pension. He had been 

a good soldier with only one early incident of drunkenness. 

Unfortunately, he suffered from chronic rheumatism after catching 

gonorrhoea, a well-established consequence of the infection, which was 

debilitating enough to end his career. 

 Railway employee records show that he worked at Monsal Dale 

station for the Midland Railway. In 1872 he transferred to Hyde station 

and after two other appointments he eventually resigned from railway 

work in 1873. I have been unable to find any birth, marriage, death or 



other census records for him which makes me wonder if there may be 

more to his story …    

  

? – 1883? Sarah Wardle, lodging house keeper. 

 Born in Wardlow in 1819, Sarah Bamford was the daughter of a 

buddler.  This is an occupation typical of the area around the village 

where there were several lead mines. Her father would have separated 

the heavier lead ore from the other excavated material using a buddle 

constructed in a stream of water. 

 She worked as a servant in Nottingham before marrying Charles 

Wardle in 1855. Unfortunately she lost both her baby and husband in 

1857 and returned to live closer to home with her brother in Sheffield 

where she was described as a charwoman on the 1861 census. The next 

record of her that I can find is in the 1881 census when she was living 

next to the Whalleys with a boarder, John Johnson. She died in 1883 and 

was buried in Great Longstone churchyard. 

 I have not been able to trace any more information about John Johnson 

who was working as a general labourer with no record of railway 

employment.  As is the case here, a common name is always a hindrance 

to being sure of following the correct personal history.  

 

1884 – 1897? William Lupton, gamekeeper to the Duke of 

Devonshire. 

 William Lupton was born in Grassington to a gamekeeper father who 

moved to Lathkill Dale by 1871 and William took up his father’s 

occupation.  In 1884 he was reported as being a gamekeeper in Monsal 

Dale in a notorious court case after trying to apprehend a group of 

poachers who had entered the rabbit warren.  Extensive reporting in local 

newspapers describes the confrontation. In the fight William was 

knocked out by rocks thrown by the poachers.  They had been recognised 

by the gamekeeper and two policemen because they had struck a light in 

order to free their nets entangled in thorn bushes around the warren used 

to deter predators. The leader of the poachers was himself a gamekeeper! 

In one of the reports it appears that William was living at Edgestones 

Head so it is likely that he took over John Whalley’s position and resided 

in one half of the building. 



 In 1890 he married Ellen Whalley, mentioned above, and they were 

recorded at Edgestones Head in the 1891 census. Likewise the baptism 

registration of his four children in 1891 to 1896 gives the address as 

Edgestones Head.  In 1897 Ellen died and by 1900 William Lupton had 

moved into Monsal Dale with his new wife. He was also a river bailiff by 

the 1901 census and river keeper in the 1911 census and his duties would 

have been made easier by living closer to the River Wye. There are 

national insurance documents for William in the fisheries department in 

the Chatsworth Estate employee records from 1912 to 1929. 

 It is interesting to note that his son, Raymond Lupton, and his 

grandson, also Raymond Lupton, became gamekeeper/water bailiffs 

meaning that at least four generations of this family had the same 

occupation and three generations lived in Monsal Dale. A retired 

Chatsworth gamekeeper, Ralph Lord, remembers Raymond and his son 

carrying three coops (crates) each containing 21 pheasants and a broody 

hen from the rearing pens up the steep hillside for release into the wood 

ridings, no mean feat.  

 Several members of the Lupton family were buried at the Little 

Longstone Congregational Chapel.  

 

1897 – 1932 George McCrindle, gamekeeper to George Marples, 

Thornbridge Hall. 

 George McCrindle is reported to have arrived at Thornbridge Hall 

from Scotland in 1896 with George Marples and his housekeeper called 

Annie Wilson.  During the extensive remodelling of the house Marples 

planned a special round farm house with dog kennels and pheasant 

hatcheries for his gamekeeper. (This is a very distinctive listed building 

now called Wyedale House in the Thornbridge Activities complex.) 

 Some of this is true, but records suggest that the story is more 

complicated.  In fact, George Marples was born in Sheffield to local 

parents and lived at Brincliffe Tower, Eccleshall.  His connection to 

Scotland was limited to being the tenant, with his brother Benjamin, of a 

shooting lodge called Quarter in Peeblesshire with shooting moors 

nearby.  It is very likely that George McCrindle was his Scottish game 

keeper as the Scottish census of 1891 shows him living nearby. (Annie 

Wilson, the housekeeper, had been working for the family in Sheffield 

since at least 1871 and came from Lincolnshire, not Scotland.) 
 



 
 

Shooting party at Thornbridge Hall 1911.  

George McCrindle, extreme right? 

From Picture the Past website  https://picturethepast.org.uk/ 

 

 As to whether George ever lived at the house built for him at 

Thornbridge is difficult to say. However, certainly by the 1901 census he 

and his family were living at Edgestones Head. It is likely that George 

Marples was a tenant of the Duke of Devonshire, shooting over land on 

the Wye hillsides. Part of the arrangement may have have been that 

George McCrindle took up residence at Monsal Head, rearing and 

protecting the pheasants and rabbits. There is no record of George living 

at any of the quarters at Thornbridge Hall.  In the 1911 census his house 

at Edgestones Head was recorded as having eight rooms, suggesting that 

by this time his family occupied both parts of the house. In the 1911 

census his son John, also a gamekeeper, was living in West Cottage, part 

of the rather grand Longstone station complex built by Marples as an 

impressive entrance to the Hall and accommodation for the servants. In 

the 1901 census his daughter Elizabeth (Bessie) was working for Marples 

at the Hall as a kitchen maid. (More about Elizabeth McCrindle later.) 

 George McCrindle worshipped at the Congregational Chapel in Little 

Longstone and recently a family grave stone has been erected with useful 

details for a local historian like me.  However, he is described as a 

https://picturethepast.org.uk/


founder member of the chapel, which seems unlikely as he was born in 

1853 and the chapel was built in 1844. The Adamsons who hold the 

records for the Chapel can verify that he is not named as such.  However, 

there is no doubt that his family were an important force in chapel affairs 

after he arrived from Scotland in about 1897. For example, a newspaper 

report of 1914 says that after a special celebration of the preacher’s long 

service, refreshments were taken at the house of Mr and Mrs McCrindle 

of Edgestones Head. 

 

 

 
Elizabeth and George McCrindle 

taken at Monsal Head.  

Photo from Ian Cox’s family album. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

              The McCrindle family memorial in 

          the grave yard of Little Longstone      

               Congregational Chapel. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 'L. Longstone Congregational S.S. Sept.06.' Third from the left in the back row 

is believed to be George McCrindle junior. Many thanks to Keith Adamson and 

Ian Cox, for permission to use this photograph, from Keith’s family album. 

 

 

 Members of the Nuttall family cared for George until his death in 

1932.  His granddaughters, Freda and Marjorie, lived with him at Monsal 

View as recorded in the 1925 electoral roll, and by 1930 his daughter 

Elizabeth (Bessie) and her husband Fred Nuttall had come to live with 

him. 

 During the whole of George McCrindle’s life at Edgestones Head, his 

son, also named George, lived with him.  More information about George 

junior has come to light via the censuses, electoral registers and an old 

chapel photograph. He was born in Glenholm, Scotland, in 1889 and 

moved with the family to Edgestones Head in 1896. In the census of 1901 

he is described as incapacitated at birth, although no mention of this 

disability was recorded in 1911 census when he was a labourer at a spar 

mine. (This is likely to have been part of the Putwell Hill mine complex 

by Monsal Dale station because he is reported to have managed his 

timekeeping by the trains passing on the line.) The photograph which 

gives  a  clue to  his  birth  disability  was taken  in 1906 and  shows the  



members of the Little Longstone Congregational Sunday School. One of 

the pupils has the distinctive features of Down’s syndrome (DS) and 

appears to be the correct age, leading to the likely identification of 

George McCrindle junior. At that time the average life expectancy for 

people with Down's Syndrome was five years and sufferers were usually 

institutionalised, so it is quite unusual to come across a person who lived 

into adulthood.  It is a credit to the McCrindle and Nuttall families that 

he lived until the age of 52, cared for at home and integrated into the 

community. However, it is maybe a reflection of those times that no 

record of his condition had passed to the surviving members of the 

families that I have spoken to. He was buried in the graveyard of the 

chapel in 1941 and shares the new gravestone with his mother and father. 

  

1930? – 1963 Fred and Elizabeth (Bessie) Nuttall with café in west 

side of building.  

 Fred Nuttall’s father Joseph was born in 1856 at Darwen, Lancashire, 

but by the time he was five Joseph lived with his grandmother Martha 

Holmes who ran the Bull’s Head Inn at Edgestones Head (now called the 

Monsal Head Hotel).  Joseph became a carpenter like his father and 

continued to live there until his marriage in 1882. In the 1891 census he 

lived at Sunnyside in the village of Little Longstone with his family, 

including Fred (Frederick Holmes Nuttall) who had been born in 1883. 

On leaving school Fred became a well-respected clerk for Goodwin and 

Cockerton, solicitors in Bakewell.  In 1914 he was appointed as the 

accountant for the Bakewell Urban District Council, though employed by 

the solicitors. In 1926 he became a full time officer and worked for the 

Council until his retirement in 1949. In 1907 Fred married George 

McCrindle’s daughter, Elizabeth (Bessie), and by the 1911 census he was 

living next door to his father Joseph in Little Longstone with Bessie and 

three children, one of whom was called Marjorie (more later). In 1914 

there is a newspaper report which says that he was secretary of the 

Congregational Chapel and helped with preaching. He was also Clerk to 

the Little Longstone Village Meeting for over 50 years. 

 

When was the front rebuilt in stone?  

 By the time of the first dated photograph the corrugated roof had  been 

replaced by a slate roof and a single storey extension had been added at  



 
 

Fred senior and Bessie Nuttall seated centre, with Joe, Freda, Marjory (Madge) 

and Fred junior standing and Betty (Ian Cox’s mother) with dog.  

Family photograph circa 1925 from Ian Cox’s collection. 

 

 

the back.  This rear extension can be seen in OS maps surveyed in 1878/9 

along with the barns to the east and west suggesting some improvements 

were made after the building had been sold by the Midland Railway in 

1863.  

 It seems that the house was sold to Fred Nuttall in the early 1900s. 

Examination of the deeds may prove that the house was sold during one 

of the Duke of Devonshire land sales around this period. Alternatively, 

the house may have become available when George Marple’s estate was 

sold off after his death in 1929. 



 
 

Undated photograph supplied by Ian Cox. The wooden front wall has been replaced 

with stone, the upper storey windows have been heightened and the roof raised. A 

sign is present on the east gable (left of photograph) saying 'Teas and Refreshments'. 

This appears to be the same sign on the earlier photographs suggesting that it has 

been a café from around the turn of the twentieth century. 
 

 

 Ian Cox has made photographs from his postcard collection available 

for me to study and they have been invaluable.  It is in the family memory 

that while living there Fred further upgraded the house.  The architect 

was Ernest Longsdon who lived at The Hollow, Little Longstone.  

Comparing the older photographs with the newer one it is possible to 

identify Fred’s improvements.  He replaced the wooden frontage with 

gritstone and increased the height of the first floor bedroom windows. 

Evidence of an old roof line in the east elevation suggest that he also had 

the roof heightened and the window shutters were removed at this time 

too. 

 

 

 

 



When were teas served at Hobb’s Café? 

 From pre-railway time, scenery around Monsal Dale was well known 

for its splendour.  As early as 1812 Monsal Dale scenery was being used 

in the theatre as a backdrop (for example, during a performance by 

Grimaldi at Sadler’s Wells) and by the 1850s Monsal Dale was suggested 

as a rewarding excursion from Buxton. As soon as the railway arrived in 

1863 cheap excursions were advertised and in about 1886 the stables at 

the Bull’s Head were extended to provide accommodation for the horses 

and wagons which met the trains and took the crowds up the hill to view 

the wonderful sights at Monsal Head.  It is quite possible that there have 

been informal refreshments provided to excursionists by successive 

boarding house keepers from the very earliest days. 

 Looking through old newspaper reports, the earliest mention of teas 

taken at Monsal Head were during the 1910s when workers’ annual 

charabanc trips are described as stopping for tea at Monsal Head. 

Sometimes it is clear that the refreshments were taken in a room at the 

Monsal Head Hotel, but in other reports the specific venue is not given.   

In the 1920s advertisements for trips to Monsal Head increased greatly 

and often a tea stop was included. Unfortunately, again the actual venue 

is not given.  Monsal Dale railway station had always been an important 

destination for 'excursionists'.  Also, the hill provided an attractive 

challenge to cyclists who were no doubt relieved to find refreshments at 

the top.  

 In 1921 the Great Longstone church leaflet published an article 

bemoaning the 'fair at Monsal Head' on Sundays. 'What with a 

photographer, an ice cream stall, fruit stall and suchlike, the quiet beauty 

of Monsal Dale is ruined.'  This suggests that providing teas would 

definitely have been a tempting commercial proposition at this time. In 

those times 'teas' could mean a formal sit down meal or just a pot of tea 

with cups on a tray. Talking to living family members it sounds as if 

Hobb’s Café (Monsal View) in those times was more likely to have been 

providing an informal tea tray.  

 The fact that Elizabeth McCrindle senior was providing refreshments 

for a large church meeting in 1914 suggests that she may have been used 

to catering for large numbers and was in fact providing this service for  

 



the many visitors who came to take in the exceptional view. A postcard 

dated 1918 exists which shows the house with a sign on the east gable in 

the same position as a later postcard after Fred Nuttall’s improvements.  

In the later photograph the sign can be read as 'Teas and Refreshments'. 

This indicates that teas were available by 1918, provided by Elizabeth 

McCrindle. However, no memory of this has survived in the family living 

today. One of the earlier undated photographs shows a bench providing 

seating to the west end of the building – another indicator of the informal 

refreshment business similar to that which is recorded at other cottages 

in the area in the early 1900s (Rowdale toll bar, Hassop and Cupola Bar, 

Baslow).  

 Female members of the Nuttall family moved into the house at Monsal 

Head around 1922, to look after George McCrindle and George junior 

and the building was called Monsal View. Later Bessie Nuttall (Elizabeth 

McCrindle junior) moved back into her family home around 1930 and it 

is known that teas were provided by her in living memory until her 

retirement in 1945. 

 Most of the memories of the café at Monsal Head come from more 

recent times when Aunty Madge (Marjorie Griffith née Nuttall) was in 

charge.  

 

1945 – 1955? Marjorie and Michael Griffith, Monsal View Café  

at 2 Monsal View. 

 Marjorie (Madge) Griffith was Fred and Bessie Nuttall’s daughter. She 

was a Pupil Teacher at Great Longstone School and later taught at the 

primary school in Dronfield before she married Ernest Griffith in 1938.  

Ernest (Ernie) worked as a signalman in the box at Monsal Dale Station 

beyond the northern end of the viaduct.  He was from a Stockport family 

of 13 and they met while he was lodging in Little Longstone. Their 

married home was South View in Great Longstone and it was there that 

their son, Michael Griffith, was born.  Ernie used to cycle to and from 

Great Longstone via Monsal Head to the box at the far end of the 

platform. 

 It is sad to relate that on a rainy day in 1944, rather than cycle, Ernie 

had taken the bus to Monsal Head and then walked down the steep path 

to the tunnel mouth and along the line over the viaduct to the signal box. 

At the end of his shift he started the return journey across the viaduct in 



the dark using his cycle lamp. He was hit as two trains passed by each 

other at the tunnel entrance.  It is believed that the noise of the wind, 

along with the usual difficulty of hearing a train within the tunnel and 

that one of the trains was rescheduled, were the reasons that Ernie did not 

recognise the danger. (Rowsley Railway Miscellany.) 

 At some time around 1945 Madge and Michael moved to Monsal 

View from Great Longstone and the house was divided into two with 

Madge running the café in the west side.  The little lean-to on the east 

end was added as a downstairs toilet for Fred and Bessie when Madge 

moved into the west end, remembers Ian Cox.  

 Madge served teas for nearly 20 years as well as participating fully in 

village activities, including being a member of the highly successful 

Longstone Choral Society and writing scripts for plays put on by the 

Womens' Institute.  Michael says his mother was devoted to Ernie, was 

deeply shocked at his sudden death and never remarried. Fittingly they 

are now buried in the same grave at Great Longstone. 

 By around 1963 Fred and Bessie Nuttall and Madge and Michael 

Griffith had moved on and the building stood empty until it was bought 

by the Sutcliffes in 1964.  

 

Memories of the Monsal View Tea Rooms 1945-60s. 

 I have been able to record the memories of Michael Griffith (Madge’s 

son), Ian Cox and Keith Adamson who were Michael’s cousins, all 

grandchildren of Fred and Bessie Nuttall, as well as Susan Cooper who 

worked at the café at this time. Michael helped his mother with serving 

in the café.  Keith and Susan used to help out at the café too and Ian often 

visited his grandparents living in the east side of the building next to the 

café. Michael remembers that there was a small tearoom to the left of the 

front door with the family sitting room to the right. The kitchen and a 

long tea room were along the rear of the property in the extension. 

 The life at the cafe was all part of the family enterprise in the building. 

Fred was a 'hobby farmer' and had a small holding. He owned the field 

where the large carpark and toilets are today, behind the Stable Bar, and 

also used the barn and pig sties which are attached to the west end cottage 

(next to the little café garden today). His cows grazed in the field at the 

back and at milking time they knew their own way to the cow shed at the 

front. (Maybe not a route to be trusted to cows on their own in the 21st 



century.) On one occasion a mad red cow refused to cooperate and Madge 

and Michael were recruited to help – not unsurprisingly Madge ran away! 

The cows were hand milked in those days. Michael gave Fred help with 

milking, calf rearing and hay making in the field which contains the 

reservoir today.  

 Many of Michael’s memories recall a business in some ways very 

similar to Hobb’s Café today. Summer weekends were always the busiest 

when Madge had to bring in extra help. This is when Keith and Susan 

used to be employed with clearing and washing up. Many customers were 

regular locals, but hordes of visitors came in cars, on motor cycles and 

pushbikes as well as walkers coming from Sheffield and Manchester by 

train. The hill climb attracted many club cyclists and Michael recalls 

having to stoke a large boiler in the laundry at the back to provide the 

vast quantities of hot water which were required for all the weekend tea 

making. I watched Ray and Rose on one of the first weekends after the 

2020 lockdown was lifted, very busy serving take-away hot drinks and 

other refreshments from the ice cream van and I saw Ray carrying hot 

water from the kitchen, much as Michael used to do.  

 Unlike Hobb’s Café today, Madge did not serve homemade food or 

ice creams, relying on wrapped snacks and sweet biscuits.  Ian has fond 

memories of the pop from Tordale in Matlock Bath (see ref. 

AndrewsGen). Also Michael recalls collecting all the trays which had 

been left on the grass at the top of the hill (now the parish car park looking 

over the view) at the end of the busy days. Another sign of different times 

is the fact that neither Fred nor Madge paid income tax. On one occasion, 

when a man from the Inland Revenue called on Madge for evidence of 

café takings, he was summarily sent packing by a very irate Bessie in 

high Scottish dudgeon saying "clear off and stop bullying a poor widow".   

 

Recent owners of Hobbs Café.  

1964 – 1979   Warren and Isobel Sutcliffe 

1980 – 1987   Brian and Dorothy Nightingale 

1980s    J. R. Taylor  
1988 – 2006   Alan and Liz Nicholas, Monsal View Tearooms 

2006 – present   Ray and Rose Lambe, Hobb’s Café 

 



 
 

Another photograph from Ian Cox’s collection  

showing the café in more recent times. 
 

 

Notes. 

1. The area around Monsal Head is in two parishes and the parish 

boundary is used for the census enumerations. Hobbs Café building is in 

the parish of Little Longstone and Brushfield. Confusingly, the Monsal 

Head Hotel building and stables are in Ashford parish. Using the records 

from the two parish censuses the only building at Monsal Head until 1861 

was the Inn, at that time called the Bull’s Head. 

2. The navvy accommodation at Broad Roods was described as turf huts 

in the 1861 census. Robert Thornhill described the demolition of them in 

January 1863 in his diary. They must have been more substantial than this 

description implies because Robert bought the (dirty) wood and roof 

slates. Marian Barker 2020 describes the mud huts in Bakewell at this 

time. 

3. David Windle drew my attention to a field surrounded by an unusually 

high stone wall on the southern slope of the Wye to the north west of 

Ashford. This may have been one of the areas used for protecting 

pregnant does and kits.  
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Notes on Enclosures at Baslow Edge 
 

David Dalrymple-Smith 

Introduction. 

 Baslow Edge is well known for its walks and views.  For the observant 

there is much more to see.  This article, based on the personal experience 

of a regular walker, describes the walls and enclosures and the story 

behind them. 

 The Edges are a long line of scarps to the east of the river Derwent, 

with villages and farms on the lower slopes and screes up to the cliffs.  

Beyond are the Eastmoors, stretching to Sheffield, Chesterfield and the 

east.  They have always been a difficulty for travellers who have sought 

out the easy ways up the slopes and the gaps in the cliff.  Baslow Edge 

lies between two such access points, Curbar Gap in the north and Bar 

Road in the south.  Remains of old roads abound – another story. 

 The areas covered by the article are the upper slopes below the Edge, 

and the land above it up to Clod Hall Lane.  By chance this precise area, 

together with the slopes below Blackstone Edge, was one of the plots in 

the Duke of Rutland's sale of the Longshaw Estate in 1927.  It was bought 

by Baslow Council and subsequently sold in its entirety to a local farmer.  

It remains in private hands, but fortunately all but the farmed land is 'open 

access'. 

 Much of the Edge itself is vertical cliff, a barrier to all but the 

dedicated climber.  There are more gentle slopes near Curbar Gap in the 

north and at the top of Baslow Bar Road in the south.  Long screes below 

the Edge are the remains of quarrying for millstone, an industry that had 

faded well before 1800.  Above is moorland with some local enclosures 

stretching away to the east.  

 This article is based on local knowledge and maps, the 1799 Rutland 

Estate map of Baslow, the 1824 Enclosure Award, the 1848 Tithe Award 

and subsequent Ordnance Survey maps. 

 In 1799 the Duke of Rutland, the lord of the manor, owned all of the 

land below the Edge:  the moors with few exceptions were common land.  

The area covered by this article was in Curbar, except for the two large 

enclosures below the Edge and one small enclosure above it which were 

in Baslow. 

 



The Turnpike Road. 

 The main feature across the moorland was a branch of the 1759 

Chesterfield to Hearnstone Lane Head Turnpike.  The local section is 

now known as Clod Hall Lane, running from Curbar to Clod Hall via 

Curbar Gap.  Pre-turnpike roads remained in use after 1759, most closing 

after the 1824 Enclosure Award.   
 

The Enclosure Award 1824. 

 The purpose of an Act of Enclosure was to improve the efficiency of 

agriculture in a village by allocating the common land to individuals who 

would then have an incentive to farm it more efficiently. Their share was 

decided by their existing property ownership.   

 The Baslow Act and Award included Bubnell, Curbar and Froggatt.  

By 1824, virtually all land in Baslow and Curbar, suitable for farming 

below the Edges, had already been enclosed and most of that belonged to 

the Duke of Rutland.  The moorland above the edge was mainly common 

land. 

 Leading up to the Award, surveyors mapped and valued all relevant 

existing property.  Using this information the freeholders were allocated 

appropriate sized plots on  the moor.  The Duke of Rutland was awarded 

the bulk of the moor.  He then bought out the freeholders, perhaps 

voluntarily but backed by cash, leaving him in total ownership of all the 

moor and the right to do with it what he wanted.  He promptly closed 

most of the roads across it and developed it as a grouse moor.  It 

subsequently became part of his much larger hunting and shooting estate 

based on Longshaw.   

 No enclosures were made as a result of the Act, though he did 

subsequently authorise and keep ownership of Curbar Fields and White 

Edge Fields north of Curbar Gap and fields on Eaglestone Flat.  The 

Enclosure Award was executed hand in glove with the 1824 exchange of 

land between the Dukes of Rutland and Devonshire. 
 

The Tithe Award 1848. 

 The Tithe Award was an exercise in government mainly to do with 

taxes.  As the tax depended on property, it was necessary to find its value.  

The assessors made maps with terriers listing the owner, occupier, area, 

value and use of each holding.  It has been be an essential tool for 

historians ever since. 

 



 
 

Baslow Edge 

The Edges are dark green.  Black lines mark walls present in 1799. 

 

Enclosures Below the Edge. 

 Little has changed since 1799 on the slopes immediately below the 

Edge.  The land is unimproved, strewn with boulders and partly wooded.  

The major part consists of two large enclosures, with small fields 

intruding into the north-east corner. To the north are small irregular fields 

up to the old Turnpike.  To the west and south are larger, squarer fields 

belonging to Curbar and Baslow in use in 1799 and still in use today.  The 

eastern boundary is the Edge itself.  Much is steep cliff, but walls were 

needed to complete the enclosures on the slopes to the north to Curbar 

Gap and to the south to the Baslow Bar Road.  There are still good walls 

on the other three sides. 



 In the 1848 Tithe Award, the two enclosures were both called Rough 

Edge: the north one (46 acres) was occupied by John Elliott, and the south 

one (40 acres) by Matthew Frost senior, both prominent local farmers. 

 It is likely that this area was enclosed in the period between 1760 and 

1799, when much of the higher ground in the district was 'taken in'.  The 

configuration of the boundary shows that they were later than the 

adjoining farmland. 
 

 
Baslow Edge and slopes below it. 

The Rough Edge enclosures are in the top left quadrant. 

 

Enclosures Above the Edge. 

 Eaglestone Flatt above the Edge is a large triangular area bounded by 

Baslow Edge, Blackstone Edge and the 1759 turnpike.  There are today 

two roughly equal parts divided by a fence/wall running from north to 

south, with farmland near the road and moorland between the wall and 

Baslow Edge. 

 Two 'Farm-Tracks'* across the area are now well used by walkers and 

the local farmer.  They were carefully made with culverts and ditches.  

Both start from the top of Baslow Bar Road:  one skirts Blackstone Edge 

to Clodhall Lane where it continues beyond the road to the old slab bridge 

over the Barbrook (150 metres upstream from the road bridge).  The other 

goes north across moorland to Curbar Gap.  They were not walled, though 

in places they now share walls with farmland.  They are not marked on 

any of the early maps. Their origin is uncertain (see note at the end) and 

they were not related to any enclosure.   



 Three pre-1824 enclosures can be identified on the moorland 

adjoining Baslow Edge.  For the convenience of this paper only, they 

have been named the Curbar Gap Field, the Rutland Intake and the 

Hodgkinson Enclosure.   
 

Curbar Gap Field. 

 200 metres south of Curbar Gap  (see map), between the Edge and the 

Farm Track there is an area of smooth short grass about 60 metres square, 

meticulously cleared of stone.  Along its north border there is the remnant 

of a wall which extends for over 50 metres east into the field beyond the 

Farm Track.  The west end of the field dips down through the Edge, 

making it easy for access from below. 

 This must have been part of some ancient field system of unknown 

extent which was abandoned well before the map of 1799 where its 

position is firmly marked as common land.   
 

The Rutland Intake. 

 The Enclosure Award Map of 1824 shows a large almost rectangular 

area of land extending east from the upper border of the northern Rough 

Edge, reaching as far as the turnpike road.  It is about 400 x 350 metres 

in size and is labelled as the property of the Duke of Rutland.  The earlier 

1799 Rutland Estate map shows clearly that all this part of the moor was 

'The Moor Common', so it was created between 1799 and 1824. 

 
Eaglestone Flat. 

The red line shows the boundary of the Rutland Intake. 

 

 The Enclosure Award map does not show a dividing wall between the 

Rough Edge enclosure below the Edge and the Intake above it – many 

such walls were absent from the map where the property on both sides 

belonged to the Duke. 



 The boundary wall of this Intake can be traced on the ground today.  

Starting at Curbar Gap it follows the Edge south, first along the remnants 

of the upper wall of the Rough Edge then, for the next 200 metres, along 

the top of a steep cliff to a rocky outcrop where it meets the older 

Hodgkinson’s Enclosure.  Here it turns east and follows the boundary 

wall between the two enclosures for about 60 metres.  It continues over 

moorland to the farmland, crossing the Farm Track on the way: this 

section had been robbed of stone but substantial foundations remain.  

Once in the farmland, it continues as one of the current field walls until 

it reaches the turnpike.  The road wall completes the boundary to Curbar 

Gap.   

 In the moorland section there are still ditches on both sides of the Farm 

Track where the Intake wall crosses it.  Over each ditch there remains a 

massive stone slab which carried the weight of the wall.  Beneath each 

there is still space for water to flow.  It is not known how much 

development took place within this area between 1799 and 1824.  Some 

or all of the fields shown on the Tithe Award map of 1848 may have been 

completed during this period. 

 There is no further mention of the enclosure after 1824, suggesting 

that any plans were abandoned.  Part near the road was used for farmland, 

the rest was allowed to revert to moor. 
 

Hodgkinsons Enclosure. 

 This enclosure is a long thin area immediately above (east of) the 

south Rough Edge, about 400 metres long and up to 65 metres across.  It 

stretches from the Bar Road quarry in the south up to the Rutland Intake.  

The western boundary is the Edge, with a short section of walling at the 

southern end.  The wall on the east has two parts.  In the southern section 

only substantial foundations remain.  The rest is a well-built wall, part 

collapsed, part up to 1.5 metres in height.  There are the remains of a hut 

on this section marked on an early OS map.  The north wall is shared with 

the Duke of Rutland Enclosure.  This is about 60 metres in length.  

Construction varies.  Near the Edge there are short sections of low wall, 

a series of vertical slabs backed by stone and traditional wall interspersed 

with large natural boulders.  After a gap it continues as foundations only 

up to the corner which is barely visible. 

 The internal ground is boulder strewn with no signs of improvement.  

The southern half shows evidence of old stone quarrying. 



 Hodgkinson's Enclosure appears in the 1799 Rutland Estate map.  The 

Baslow boundary extended into the moor to include it as part of Baslow.  

It should be noted that all the rest of Eaglestone Flat at the time was 

common land belonging to Curbar.  In the 1848 Tithe Award map, it is 

called 'Top of Hodgkinson’s Edge'.  It appears that this part of the Edge, 

perhaps all of it, had once been called Hodgkinson’s Edge.  The 1879 

Ordnance Survey uses the present name, Baslow Edge (see below). 
 

Eaglestone Flat Farmland. 

 The present farmland stands out from the surrounding moorland both 

on observation and on maps.  The fields in the north west in the earlier 

Rutland Intake may have been started before the 1824 Enclosure Act.  

Most were planned and created between 1824 and 1848 by the Duke of 

Rutland.  Originally much of the area around the Sandiford Brook would 

have been marshy and avoided by traffic.  The marsh had to be drained 

and all traces of roads on the remaining ground carefully obliterated. 

 More recently many of the internal walls have been demolished.  The 

area was extended in the early 1940s when a large swathe of moorland to 

the south and south west was taken in and ploughed as part of the wartime 

food production programme. 

 

 
 

Eaglestone Flat Farmland 

NB. dotted lines show the position of some of the earlier walls now demolished. 

 

 



Comment 
 

Walls near Curbar Gap. 

 There is an interesting area just south east of Curbar Gap.  The map 

below is a copy of the 1848 Curbar Tithe Award map, showing the fields 

at the time.  Walls still standing have been highlighted.   The photograph 

below is an aerial view (Google) of the same area.  Superimposed on both 

is the position of hollow ways still visible on the ground.  The shaded 

area is the eastern tip of the Rutland Intake noted on the 1824 Enclosure 

Award map. 

 

 
 

Curbar Tithe Map 1848 and aerial view today.  The red lines show hollow ways. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 The hollow ways indicate the direction of the original roads as they 

left the gap.  The one alongside Clod Hall Lane headed towards the Bar 

Brook and then on to Chesterfield:  the others went across the shallow 

valley to the Eaglestone and the top of the Baslow Bar Road.   

 The eastern boundary of the pre-1824 Rutland Intake was the turnpike 

and the older roads joining it.  In the reorganisation after 1824, a section 

of the original intake wall was removed to allow field 250 (map above) 

to extend a few metres towards the road.  Part of the extension included 

hollow ways which were left undisturbed.   

 The layout of the walls today may give clues about the walls of the 

original turnpike and of the gates allowing traffic to access it before they 

were closed in 1824.  The hollow way close to the road is quite deep.  

There is no trace of it in the field 254, demonstrating the thoroughness of 

the first farmers in clearing the land to produce an even surface. 
 

The Farm Track. 

 For centuries there used to be a 'main road' from the top of Baslow Bar 

Road heading east towards Chesterfield via the Eaglestone and the two-

slab bridge across the Barbrook (150 metres upstream from the road 

bridge).  Part of this old road is still visible as a braid or group of parallel 

hollow ways near the Eaglestone and another group on the slope east of 

the Clod Hall Lane leading down to the Barbrook.  The latter is nearly 

200 metres in width.  When the turnpike was built in 1759 these early 

routes were firmly blocked by the walls flanking the new road.  It is 

suggested (with no real evidence) that the Farm Track was originally 

constructed to provide a good alternative way for through traffic from the 

top of Bar Road to a single gated crossing across the turnpike and down 

to the slab bridge across the Barbrook.  The other track of similar 

construction would have been for traffic from Bar Road to Curbar Gap 

and the north. 
 

Names of Edges. 

 There are four Edges above Baslow called  Dobb, Gardom, Blackstone 

and Baslow (Hodgkinson?) Edge.  Three were named after people 

prominent in the village in the 1700s - 

 

 
 



• The Dobb family lived at Bubnell Cliff Farm.  There are major 

old quarries at the southern end of Dobb Edge.  In 1799 there was 

a single enclosure which included land below the Edge, the 

quarries, and a thin strip above the Edge still present as rough 

ground today. 

• The Gardoms lived at Yeld farm in Baslow.  The only part of the 

farm above Gardom Edge is another long thin enclosure (by 

chance within the perimeter of the late Bronze Age enclosure).  

There were substantial quarries immediately below it. 

• The Hodgkinsons (not the millers on Calver Road) lived at 

Bramley (Bubnell).  The Hodgkinson Enclosure is adjacent to the 

southern Rough Edge enclosure below the Edge.  Both are in 

Baslow.  The Edge would have included quarries. Historically, the 

quarries on the Edges were for millstones.  The industry was 

declining by the early 1700s, though the quarries must have 

continued in use for other products for decades.   

 It is suggested that the three families owned or were responsible for 

millstone quarries and that the edges were named after them.  Land above 

the quarries was essential for their working, so they were allocated a strip 

of moorland.  Walls were erected which remain today. 

 There are quarries at Blackstone Edge, but there are no associated 

enclosures and there is no known Mr Blackstone. 

 

Finally. 

 This is a personal piece based on my observations and deductions from 

them.  I am no trained historian so parts may be open to criticism.  

However, I hope that it will provide interest and insight to those who 

know Baslow Edge and a stimulus for further comment and research. 

 
 

 

*Note: Farm Track, Curbar Gap Field, Rutland Intake and Hodgkinson Enclosure are 

descriptive terms used for the convenience of this article and have no factual basis. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curbar Gap Field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wall of Hodgkinsons Enclosure at the  

south end, where it crosses the Edge footpath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Dividing wall between Rutland Intake and 

Hodgkinsons Enclosure, near the Edge. 

 

 
Hollow ways in the field next to the road 

south east of Curbar Gap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Arrival of the Bungalow in Bakewell  

        
Trevor Brighton 

 

 Bungalows became fashionable in Britain at the end of the First World 

War and are still a very popular form of housing today.  At the end of the 

First World War Britain embarked on a house-building programme 

which, until the Second World War, was the largest and most expensive 

in its history.  It was an achievement that successive governments since 

the Second World War have too often referred to but never equalled.  

Among the cheaper housing units of this building boom were the prefab 

and the bungalow. 

 Britain’s population was expanding rapidly and after 1918 there was 

the need to create housing for many of those returning from the War.  A 

slogan declared that Britain should be a ‘a land fit for heroes’ and a 

country that was returned to peace following ‘the war to end all wars’. 

 The bungalow was not a stranger to the officer ranks of the British 

army that had served in India, whence its name derives.  The word comes 

from the single-storey dwellings found in Bengal. British soldiers found 

the plains of southern India hot and oppressive and the villages and towns 

dirty and unhealthy.  The long sea journey back to Britain made leave 

impossible so regiments were dispatched by train to recuperate in the cool 

northern foothills.  Here too, the officers of the Indian Civil Services took 

their holidays in places like Simla.  They relaxed in light and airy 

bungalows, sitting outside on their verandahs (a Portuguese word 

imported from Goa) taking tiffin and drinking tea. 

 The early bungalows built in Britain were seldom direct replicas of 

those in India.  Our climate was not conducive.  Many were wooden 

structures with clapperboard walls and light asbestos tiles, often reddish-

brown in colour.  They were often set in generous garden plots and could 

look picturesque. 

 When built uniformly and laid out in rigid lines and squares on small 

plots they could look monotonous and prompted the disparaging term 

‘bungaloid’.  Perhaps the best and worst examples of such development 

are to be found on the coast of Sussex near Newhaven, where the South 

Downs come down to the sea. 



 Ian Nairn wrote scathingly in The Buildings of England: Sussex 

(reprint 1970, Penguin Books)  
 

“Peacehaven has been called a rash on the countryside.  It was that, 

and there is no worse in England.  Peacehaven derives its name from 

the end of the First World War.  Whose haven was it?  Whose haven is 

it? Architecturally here may lie the source of the Australian and South 

African little man’s suburb.  When first built, indeed, it was called 

New Anzac on Sea.  Small plots (or  stands), yet nothing semi-

detached, let alone in terraces.  Every man his own house, even if only 

a few feet from the neighbours!”   

 

 

 

 
Plate 1. Peacehaven, East Sussex.   
(The Buildings of England.  Sussex.  Penguin 

books 1965) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bakewell had no such 

excrescence.  The small plot of land 

on which eight dwellings were 

erected was known as The Yeld, to 

the west of what had been known 

since the late 19th century as 

Cemetery Road.  The name, which 

appears on old estate maps as The 

Heald, is an Anglo-Saxon word meaning a bank or steep slope.  It was 

the property of Thomas Newbold and passed to his wife Maud on his 

death in 1912.  She sold the land in plots and seven bungalows were built 

in random limestone with front and back gardens.   

 An eighth plot was purchased by a builder, H. Wimbolt, who erected 

his own bungalow in gritstone.   These new bungalows had no vehicular 

access from Cemetery Road.  As is shown on an early 20th century sketch 

map (plate 2) a public footpath, reached by steep steps from Cemetery 

Road, cut through The Yeld heading towards Over Haddon via a stone 

stile at its west end.   



 

 
 
Plate 2. Sketch map of The Yeld indicating the erection of seven of the bungalows 

(including Heald Bank on the shaded plot).  The eighth bungalow was built 

separately by H. Wimbolt on the vacant triangular plot.  The three detached houses 

were built later on the large rectangular plot. 

 



 The late Jim Davies, a reporter for the Derbyshire Times, was an early 

occupant of the topmost bungalow.  He told the present writer that there 

was only pedestrian access to the bungalows and that this raised serious 

difficulties in getting the sick to an ambulance, a coffin to the hearse and 

appliances to deal with a fire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Plate 3. Sketch map of The Yeld, Bakewell, c1910.  Note the stone steps rising 

from Cemetery Road (now Yeld Road) and the dotted footpath across the fields. 
. 
  

 



 Vehicular access became more important in the 1930s when three two-

storied houses were built on the remaining north-western plot of The 

Yeld.  A narrow private metalled road with two right-handed cul-de-sacs 

was cut through from Cemetery Road. 

 All eight of the original bungalows still exist though all have had 

extensions and adaptations.   They no longer have the postal address of  

1 – 8 The Bungalows, but wear names like ‘Stoneleigh’, ‘Wyndburgh’ and 

‘Heald Bank’.  Their private access road is now known as The Yeld and 

Cemetery Road was changed by popular request to Yeld Road. The public 

footpath is still in use by residents from the Highfield Estate, by pupils 

attending Lady Manners School and by walkers on the way to or from 

Over Haddon. The earliest known photograph (c1930) of one of the 

bungalows, now called ‘Hunter’s Moon’, shows two unidentified 

residents by their front door.  In the foreground can be seen a rockery 

shoring up their front garden and below it the well-trodden public 

footpath.  This appears to have been widened in preparation for an access 

road. 
 

 
 

Plate 4. The earliest known view of the bungalow now called Hunter's Moon 

showing the rough path marked on Plate 2. 

 



 

Plate 5. View from the air of Hunter's Moon and the access road (c1980s). 

 

 Water and electricity were laid on and gas-lighting was provided by 

three cast-iron lamp posts from the top of the steps to the top bungalow.  

Two of these still survive in an electrified form. 

 Today bungalows are regularly built as separate dwellings or semi-

detached units and sometimes with dormer windows or roof lights to 

illuminate loft development.  The extensive post-Second World War 

development on the parkland of Burton Closes is a good example in 

Bakewell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Painting was his life” - artist J.B. Lee, 1873 - 1956 
 

Lillias Bendell 

 

 When rummaging through some family letters and effects, I came 

across a small sketch of Hall End Lane, Ashford, loose in an autograph 

book. A note on the rear indicated that it had been given to my 

grandfather, Sam Carter, by the artist J.B. Lee, a friend of the Chesham’s 

who lived at the house opposite, to the right, on Greaves Lane. It must 

have been executed by the artist sitting outside Sam’s house, ‘Sunrise’, 

in the 1950s. 

 It was a matter of interest that his initial ‘B’ was ‘Bolsover’ as it was 

one of my own familial names, so encouraged by this I had a brief look 

at his ancestry. No direct connection was made, though as his mother’s 

‘Bolsovers’ originated from the Gleadless area (originally a part of NE 

Derbyshire), not a line to pursue immediately. 
 

 

 

Hall End Lane, Ashford 
 



 Passing the former book and art shop, ‘Rare and Racy’, on Division 

Street in Sheffield one day, I noticed a sketch in the window, signed J. B. 

Lee. A search of the walls, crammed with old prints and sketches, up the 

dark stairs, in all the nooks and crannies, revealed a number of other 

works by the artist in his distinctive style. There was one almost identical 

to the Hall End Lane work, but with a small human figure added.  This 

‘find’ led to a collecting obsession, until the owner of R & R, Alan Capes, 

retired, and sadly, the shop closed down. 

 As well as adding to J. B. Lee’s works, I did a bit of delving into his 

life, starting with his obituary from the Sheffield Telegraph, which 

recorded his death on 19th September, 1956, at the age of 83.(1) 

 Mr Lee was formerly a dealer in prints and works of art and had a 

reputation as a picture restorer. From his art shop, No.16, Watson’s Walk, 

Sheffield,(2) as early as 1917, he sold painting materials to teenage art 

students who later became fully fledged members of the Heeley Art Club. 

The club, of which he was an original member, (first mentioned in 1913 

when he was 39) made him a life member in the early 1950s.(3) 

 His profession was a dental instrument maker and at the age of 37 he 

had been married to Alice for 6 years with two sons, Jack and Sidney, all 

living in Woodseats, Sheffield. It was no surprise that his trade was in 

metals as his father, Joseph Lee, was making surgical instruments for 

many years at his firm in 

Ecclesall and Heeley employing 

20 ‘hands’ in the 1880s.(4) 

   The young James was 

obviously dextrous with his 

hands and ‘painting was his 

life’, as his obituary states. It 

continues to say ‘In his early life 

he had made many trips to 

France, Belgium and Holland, 

and had many stories of the days 

of the old Moulin Rouge where 

he saw the great Toulouse-

Lautrec’. 
             No 8 Watson Walk opposite  
              J.B. Lee’s Gallery at No 16. 



 His venture into the business of the art world during WW1, established 

him as a ‘Fine Art Dealer’ at 16 Watson’s Walk. Opposite at No. 8 was 

Mrs Mary Jane Brook’s confectionery shop, the subject of one of his 

sketches.  

 Many interesting trades were operating from Watson’s Walk, 

including Sermin the watch and clock makers at No’s 12-14. A rather sad 

Sermin family tale is revealed as father Joseph had arrived at Sheffield in 

1887 from Neustadt, Germany. He became naturalised as a British 

subject in 1912, aged 66, so was not an ‘alien’ when war broke out. His 

three sons were apprentice watch makers in Germany at this time and 

were interned in a camp in Germany. Joseph fell ill in 1914 and died 

without seeing his sons again. A daughter was also interned having 

attended a wedding in Germany as the war started and did not return to 

Sheffield until 1915. His son, Albert, took over the business when Joseph 

died, being joined by his brothers later. 

 Another illustrious occupant of Watson’s Walk was William Marsden 

(1796-1867), founder of the Royal Marsden Hospital in London.(5) 

 In addition to running his business in the 1920s and 30s, J. B. Lee was 

often to be seen out in Derbyshire working on paintings and sketches. He 

travelled far and wide throughout the country as known examples of his 

work exist depicting Durham, Worcester, East Anglia, Isle of Man and 

‘Old Sheffield’ - a useful record of times changing.(6) In the 1923 Heeley 

Art Club Exhibition he had three works for sale at £3 each, ‘White Road’, 

‘Near Ely, Cambridge’ and ‘Far Side Cottages’. 

 During the Sheffield Blitz of December 1940, Watson’s Walk was 

reduced to rubble, destroying J. B. Lee’s business premises. Incidentally, 

the air raids also destroyed the Society of Friends Meeting House (built 

1806) nearby in Meetinghouse Lane. Watson’s Walk had passed through 

Cockayne’s shop by an archway named after William Watson who in 

1739 had bought the land between the market place and the top of ‘ye 

Hartshead’.(7) A century later John Watson of Watson, Pass & Co., 

silversmiths, had workshops in the passage about 1810-1825. 

  After losing his business in the blitz, J. B. Lee devoted himself almost 

wholly to water colour landscape painting, though etching and flower 

painting also interested him. He was a member of Sheffield Society of 

Artists for many years, and was a founder member of the old Hallamshire 

Art Society and other local art societies. His life ended at 47 Endowood 



Road, Millhouses, though he was even seen out painting in Derbyshire 

the day before his death. 

 J. B. Lee was just one of the artists attracted to the Peak District, many 

using the guest facilities provided by the local inhabitants. 

 

 
 

Bakewell in 1953. 
©Lillias Bendell 

 
 

Notes. 

1. Sheffield Local Studies Library, Sheffield Telegraph 21st Sept.1956 -microfilm. 

2. Kelly's and White's Directories. 

3. Heeley art Club, Sheffield.  <https://www.heeleyartclub.co.uk> 

4. Census returns 1881, 1891, 1901, 1911. 

5. Gleanings from internet searches incl. Sheffield Forum. 

6. Private collection. 

7. Leader, R.E. Sheffield in the 18th Century. 



Recent History of the Old House 
 

George Challenger 

 

1. Introduction.   

 This article is about the events which culminated in the official 

opening of the new gallery and many other improvements in September 

2010. They form a continuation for the archive I assembled on the history 

of the Old House and Bakewell & District Historical Society. In 

particular, I refer to my article on structural changes to the Old House in 

the 2012 Journal of the Bakewell & District Historical Society. The 

archive includes amendments to it and many old photographs and plans.   

 Below is a brief description of the rooms in the Old House before 

changes made during the major project HLF 3 (Heritage Lottery Fund 3). 

 The parlour alcove, besides having the introductory video kindly made 

by Frank Parker with grant from the East Midlands Museum Service 

(EMMS), had a display about Lumford cotton mill and its waterworks, 

including the surviving parts of the Hewes & Wren water wheel. 

 The next room, always called the buttery, had the bellows, etc. from 

Buer’s smithy off Bath Street, set up by Derbyshire County Museum 

Service. The external door was blocked by the Samuel Evans tool chest 

which, because of its George Eliot connections, was given to Wirksworth 

Museum and is now in the Heritage Centre there.  

 What is now the office was where the toy collection was displayed, 

with blinds over the east facing windows. Visitors used the back stairs 

and could use the nearby toilet. (It was Robert Robinson’s idea to use that 

room as the office instead of the room above, to re-open the Arkwright 

staircase for visitor use and to move the toys to a drier room - the small 

bedroom.) 

 In the 1980s the upper room had become knee-deep in donated items 

since Alf Rodgers ceased to be volunteer curator. Under a government 

job creation scheme two people were employed as cataloguers to work 

through the collection and create space for meetings and conservation 

work.  

 In the 1990s there was concern at falling ticket sales because of many 

new alternative attractions in the area, the climb to the Old House from 

the town centre, lack of parking space and poor facilities in the museum. 



Discussions took place on a wide range of ideas, including improved 

reception facilities, storage and workshop space, access for disabled 

people to the upper floor and even a new museum in the town centre with 

the Old House as an outpost. (An exhibition called 'Spirit of the 40s' was 

opened in May 2012 in a room off Matlock Street with the idea of 

encouraging visitors to the Old House Museum, but the owner terminated 

the arrangement before the end of the season.)   

  Phase 2 museum registration was achieved in June 1997, but EMMS 

reported adversely on lack of space for storage and conservation work. 

The forward plan included proposals for providing better visitor facilities 

and space for storage and conservation work. It also proposed repairing 

the fabric of the Old House. 

 Limited repairs were done to walls, but it was becoming apparent that 

slipping of slates was going to be a continuing problem. A list of building 

repairs, drawn up in 1996, was to be added into a wish list for a Heritage 

Lottery Fund grant application for an extension.   

  A special Society council meeting in December 1997 considered 

options for new building. The brief agreed required a minimum of 60 sq. 

metres for storage and work space, toilets and other facilities. An idea for 

rebuilding the 6th cottage was not pursued because it would spoil the 

view of the oldest part of the Old House and would not fulfil this brief. 

This left two alternatives: an extension mostly underground at the north 

west and a free standing building to the south. Our member, architect Eric 

Mayo, was asked to work up both. John Sewell of the Peak National Park 

Authority liked Eric’s proposal for the extension to the NW with some 

reservations, but not the alternative as it would affect the views of the 

south end of the Old House.  

  The two alternatives were discussed at a Society council meeting in 

March 1998. The NW extension would include storage space, workshop, 

office and toilets with access from Pitt’s kitchen external door (lowering 

part of Pitts’ kitchen floor to avoid steps). Wheelchairs could gain access 

to Pitts’ bedroom via a ramp through the garden to the top terrace. Getting 

neighbours’ agreements to replace the boundary wall seemed not to be a 

great problem to Alan Pigott (a member and civil engineer) who talked 

to most of them, though others thought it a serious difficulty. It was 

decided to go ahead with a grant application for the NW extension.  



  However, at the Society council meeting in May the decision was 

reversed. This was because some council members, not present at the 

presentation in March, were unhappy because finding 10% partnership 

funding would reduce the ability to do other important work. (The 

extension was likely to swallow most of the limit of £100,000 above 

which 25% partnership funding would have to be found.) The extension 

was considered to violate the fabric of the Old House and it would be 

difficult to get licences to work on neighbours’ land. Alternative ways of 

dealing with the storage problem were to be considered.   

  A special meeting of the Society council in July discussed a wide 

range of problems including continuing poor visitor numbers and too few 

members taking responsibilities, including not being willing to man the 

reception desk. Lesley Colsell from East Midlands Museum Service  had 

suggested ways to proceed, including considering the purpose of the 

museum and employing an interpretation consultant. She offered to 

facilitate a meeting. It was agreed that there should be better 

interpretation of the Old House, its contents and Bakewell’s history. It 

was accepted that many of the bulky stored items would not help to tell 

significant stories and could be considered for disposal. EMMS offered 

100% grant for consultants to appraise the need for building repairs and 

to propose changes in interpretation with a view to disposing of items 

which would not help interpretation.   

 

2.  The First Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF 1) Grant.  

  With 100% grant from EMMS in March 1999 Mark Stewart 

Architecture produced a schedule of repair work and Headland Design 

Associates produced proposals for refurbishment of displays. Their 

reports proposed spending much in excess of £100,000 and pruning took 

place to form a practical HLF grant application. (Above that figure 25% 

of the cost would have to be found.) Other items of work were added such 

as plastering the parlour (for which Bakewell Town Council had earlier 

given a £100 grant), storage, electrics, heating, security and provision for 

disabled people. The list of projects was estimated at £8,500, but relying 

on much volunteer work.  In August 1999 Lesley Colsell of  EMMS came 

and gave advice on the HLF bid.   



 A special Society council meeting was pessimistic as a result of poorer 

visitor figures and the ability of the Society to fund and drive changes.  

One former council member proposed closing the museum.  

 There was no chance of getting English Heritage grant (in spite of the 

building’s listing being raised to 2*) which would have allowed a grant 

bid to HLF to exceed £100,000. They suggested asking HLF whether all 

needs (i.e. including new interpretation) must be in one bid as EMMS 

had advised. HLF agreed this with interpretation forming a second phase 

project. A project outline was sent to HLF which was accepted in 

November 1999.  

 Local authorities were asked to consider making grants, including 

through the local bid for EU funding. Encouraging replies were made by 

the Peak National Park Authority and Derbyshire County Council, but 

Derbyshire Dales Council, while supportive, was not able to offer grant. 

   EMMS was willing to accept work on interpretation being done by 

ourselves if based on Headland’s recommendations. Museum Committee 

agreed that it would carry out low cost interpretation improvements 

taking into account the objectives agreed at meetings with Headland. 

They were worked up during the closed season and some implemented 

ready for opening in April 2001. Headland’s proposals for expensive new 

furniture and models were not accepted.  

 The HLF grant application was submitted in February 2000. It 

included the list of other jobs and totalled £8,500. HLF eventually 

approved it on 28th March 2001, but with several requirements which 

meant that those jobs and some building work had to be omitted. The 

biggest requirement was for a temporary roof to be erected to protect the 

work and the museum's collection from the danger of water getting in 

while re-roofing took place.  

 In practice, with the frequent wet weather, it would have been difficult 

to strip enough roof to assess the need for timber repairs and impossible 

to tackle the chimney and roof slopes draining to it. The contractor would 

have greatly raised his tender to cover the risk of delays and difficulties 

stemming from not having a temporary roof.  

 



 
 

The big tent over the museum that winter, visible from much of Bakewell,  

was a topic of conversation in the town. 

 

 

 HLF’s second requirement was the engagement of a structural 

engineer to assess the need to strengthen the roof timbers and to check 

the design of the temporary roof. Trevor Brown, a local retired structural 

engineer, kindly volunteered.  

 Mark Stewart Architecture was engaged to develop the project and 

tenders were invited to be submitted on 12 July. The lowest tender of 

three was from H. & W. Sellors of Bakewell. On 3 August HLF was sent 

form PM1 seeking approval to start work which was given on 28 

September (after the scaffolding and temporary roof had already been 

erected) and work on the roof started.  

  The Heritage Lottery Fund gave 90% grant (£87,400) and work was 

completed in 2001. It proceeded smoothly so that the museum could re-

open in spring. Alan Smith helped to complete the numerous forms to 

apply for grant payments from HLF so that we could pay the building 

contractors, H. & W. Sellors. Finding the remaining 10% was a cash flow 

problem.  

 

 



 3.  Developing A Major Project (HLF2). 

 HLF2, completed in 2006, received £14,100 grant from HLF to pay 

for planning the major works forming HLF3. These proposals were 

developed with the help of our Curatorial Adviser, Ros Westwood 

(County Museums Manager), Anita Hollinshead (Derbyshire Museum 

Development Officer) and other staff of the Museums, Libraries and 

Archives Council (which superseded the East Midlands Museum Service 

as the official regional museums organisation and was succeeded by 

Museum Development East Midlands).  

 A Project Planning Team of Society members met regularly. I 

remember one draughty meeting when the museum’s roof was off and 

wind whistled up the houseplace chimney!  

 

 
 

Project Management Team. 
 

 



 The proposals were put to the AGM of the Bakewell & District 

Historical Society and outlined in a newsletter to all members. They 

formed part of a public exhibition for 'Museum Month' in May. No 

adverse comments were received from members of the Society or the 

general public.   

 

Proposal 1. The new industrial gallery and toilet building was the 

biggest item proposed. It was decided that it should be in the south west 

corner of the site. It was designed by Smith and Roper and estimated to 

cost £99,000 plus fees and contingency. It was discussed with the 

owners of the house closest to it and, as a result, the design was changed 

to include a flat roof with sedums (stonecrops) growing on it.  

 

 
 

Sedum roof of the new gallery 

 

Proposal 2. Other building work supervised by the architects was 

estimated to cost £82,000:  
 The courtyard with a wall and gate separating it from the forecourt.  

 Steps up to the terrace.  

 Restoration and subdivision of the privy on the terrace.  

 An outside store between the terrace and houseplace.  

 Re-opening the only remaining Arkwright stairs as the main visitor  route.  

 Making an environmentally-controlled store in what was an outhouse with 

  access off Pitts’ bedroom (the garderobe chamber).  

 Building Condition Survey and Conservation Management Plan.  
 



Proposal 3. Building work organised by ourselves (to save fees) 

costing £12,000:  
 Safety rail on the retaining wall of the top terrace.            

 New hatch to loft, loft insulation and boardwalks involving a great deal of 

  voluntary work.          

 Plastering of parlour and buttery (parlour closet).   

 Provision of an office with a re-opened window overlooking the porch,   

      based on a Tudor window which had been discarded during the       

      Arkwright conversion.  

 Reorganising the kitchen. 

  

Proposal 4. Interpretation of displays was estimated to cost £33,700:   
 Excavation of the 6th cottage with explanatory boards. 

 Other archaeological work (which revealed the privy in the south west  

  corner of the site which had been used by the tenants of the parlour and 

  buttery cottages).  

  A new guidebook with graphic design by Imagemakers.  
 The model of Christopher Plant, the Gells’ steward. A member, Sheila    

      Gregory, made his clothing.   

 Outside display panels and indoor explanatory boards.  

 A seat (fetched from near Stocksbridge) to put in the privy on the terrace  

  together with a dummy and lighting.  

 Setting the old copper in Pitts’ (Victorian) Kitchen.  

 New glass cases in Pitts' kitchen and in the small bedchamber.  

 Improved displays in a number of cabinets.   

 A late addition was Jan Stetka’s idea to interpret the Hewes and Wren   

  water wheel at Lumford Cotton Mill.  

 Restoring the workhouse clock. The works were found in the small loft and 

  kindly assembled and repaired by Peter Harrison of Stanton Lees.  

  

Proposal 5. Environmental and security work estimated to cost 

£13.900, including a report by an expert from Lincolnshire Heritage 

Service:  
 Ultraviolet control film for windows.  

 Re-wiring and low energy lighting with advice from Networks, the    

  museum supply company at Bamford.  

 CCTV and movement-activated lights outside.  

 Frames holding bubble wrap for fixing in the windows in the closed   

  season to reduce loss of heat and condensation.  

 Loft insulation.  



New storage heaters and dehumidifiers, most with pipes through the   

 outside walls for the condensate. Dehumidifiers were decided on after   

 engaging consultants. George Hambleton helped to investigate   
 alternatives. They included expensive gas boiler/warm air circulation   

 and the National Trust’s system for some of their stately homes     

 involving humidistats turning on radiators just enough to reduce    

 humidity. We tried this over winter in the small bedchamber, but it    

 failed to keep an even humidity and temperature. I remember visiting a  

 museum where a new warm air circulation system had been shut down  

 because it was too expensive to run and maintain! 

 

 

 
 

 

The sculpture incorporating the remaining pieces of the Lumford water wheel 

and representing a quarter of one end of it. 

 



 

 

 
The workhouse clock. It is a tower clock 

needing a long drop for the weights, so 

in the museum it keeps going for only a 

few hours after winding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The clock when at Newholme Hospital (built as the Union Workhouse). 
 
 



Proposal 6. Supervision and co-ordination of all the work.  An estimate 

of £20,000 was for 1½ days a week for three years of our manager’s time and 

associated costs for her to help co-ordinate and supervise the work.  

 

The grand total of the grant application to Heritage Lottery Fund for      

HLF3 was £400,000. We asked for the maximum 90% grant. The big 

question was ‘Could we afford the 10% partnership funding?’  Half of 

that could be our own work* and we estimated 300 days at £50 a day (but 

in the event that was exceeded greatly). EMMS’s recent £950 grant for 

environmental equipment was counted in the partnership funding. 

Members donated £680. Our saviour was a £15,000 grant from the Peak 

District National Park Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund and we 

signed up to doing our best to reduce energy use and waste.       

 Typical projects supported by HLF put the management of projects in 

the hands of consultants. HLF was said to be concerned as to whether we 

had the ability to do so much of the organizing and implementation. The 

summer of 2007 was a period of anxiety as we had to answer searching 

questions from staff of the Heritage Lottery Fund before it made a grant 

decision in September. One of the HLF members visited us. We were able 

to assure HLF that we had the skills to carry out much of the work, 

mentioning the textile team, interpretation, publications, etc. Our case 

was helped by receiving three Derbyshire Renaissance Heritage Awards, 

including Museum of the Year.  

 

4. Implementation of HLF3. 

 Under the Project Management Team, our manager, Anita Spencer, 

had a major role in managing and coordinating the many individual jobs, 

including those by volunteers. Jan Stetka took responsibility for financial 

matters, including applications to draw the grant.  

  The grant application was amended to take account of the extra cost 

of the delay in getting approval and some of the amendments called for. 

It then totalled £426,000.   

 
 *This included organising reports to satisfy HLF’s lengthy application 

procedures including the Forward Plan, Environmental Health Check, Accessibility 

for Disabled People, Security Audit and the Conservation Management Plan. 



 
 

Jan Hambleton (on the left) receiving the award for Best Event. 

 

 After grant approval was received a programme of work was drawn 

up, particularly for when the museum was closed for the three winters 

stretching to 2010.  

 As soon as the museum closed for the winter in November 2008, 

H.&W.Sellors started building work, including the internal re-

arrangements, under the supervision of architects Smith & Roper. The 

major job was excavating for, and building, the new gallery. Peak 

Structural Design advised the architects and we were glad of George 

Hambleton’s expertise in civil engineering.  

 A vast quantity of soil was excavated from the new gallery site and 

taken down Cunningham Place in a trailer only a few inches narrower 

than the lane.  

 Drilling for piles to support the retaining wall at the back of the new 

gallery created a lot of dust and we were glad of the tolerance of the 

nearest neighbours. We paid for a thorough cleaning of their house fronts 

and windows.  

 

 

 



 
 

Excavating for the new gallery. 

 

 



 

 
 

Drilling for the piles. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The gallery under construction. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Cooper treating the leather                          

of the bellows.                                                     Richard Tomlinson painting. 

                                                                       



5.  Celebrations. 

 The end of the three-year project was marked by the opening of the 

new industrial gallery by Lord Edward Manners of Haddon Hall on 23rd 

September 2010. 

 

 

 
 

 

The official opening of the new gallery by Lord Edward Manners, patron of 

Bakewell & District Historical Society. The following press release was issued: 

Red Ribbon Time at Bakewell’s Old House Museum: 

 Lord Edward opens new gallery. 

  

 

 



 The gallery offers new exhibits on Bakewell’s industrial past including 

Arkwright’s Lumford Mill, built in 1777. Outside is a sculpture that 

incorporates part of the giant water wheel which used to drive the mill. 

The project also included environmentally-friendly improvements to the 

main building, a new office and facilities for volunteers, new guide books 

and displays. 

 It was funded largely by the Heritage Lottery Fund (£360,000) and the 

Peak District National Park Authority’s Sustainable Development Fund 

(£15,000), with part of the rest raised by the museum. Part was in the 

form of more than 1000 days of work by museum volunteers.  

 About 50 guests included representatives of the Heritage Lottery Fund 

and Peak District National Park Authority; councillors from Derbyshire 

County Council, Derbyshire Dales Council and Bakewell Town Council; 

architects Smith and Roper; contractors H.&W. Sellors; designers 

Hammer Design and Thornbridge Brewery which sponsored new 

museum leaflets. Guests were welcomed by Jan Stetka, chairman of  

BDHS which owns and manages the museum. He thanked HLF and the 

National Park Authority for the grants and the museum authorities for 

their help in many ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sarah Smith rang the 

Lumford bell in 

memory of her father, 

Alan, who had done 

much for the whole 

project. 



 George Challenger, chairman of the Society’s Museum Committee 

who has worked as a volunteer at the museum for 40 years, said: “We are 

enormously grateful to Anita Spencer, the museum manager, who helped 

to manage the project and whose hard work, enthusiasm and cheerfulness 

contribute so much to the museum’s success.”  

  George then spoke of the late Alan Smith, a member of the Society, 

who had helped in the early stages of the project. A bench was dedicated 

to him and his wife Maureen, also a keen supporter of the museum. Their 

daughter, Sarah Allen, fulfilled one of Alan’s ideas which was to ring the 

Lumford bell for all Bakewell to hear that the project was complete. 

 Lord Edward spoke warmly about the museum and the hard work of 

so many people. He congratulated everyone involved, saying that he was 

delighted to be the new Patron of the Society and hoped for further links 

between it and Haddon Hall. He then cut the red ribbon across the gallery 

and declared it open. 

 Christopher Pennell, Chair of the East Midlands Heritage Lottery 

Fund commented ‘What you have achieved is extremely good value for 

the grant awarded’. 
  

 

  
 

The opening party for members on 8th July 2010. 

 

 



Aims of the Society 

1)  To promote the preservation of the historical and architectural heritage 

of the Bakewell district for the benefit of the public by preserving and 

maintaining heritage assets in Bakewell which are of preservation merit, 

and in particular, Bakewell Old House Museum (Grade II* house dating 

from 1534 - Historic England List Entry Number 1247512).  

 2)  To advance the education of the public in the history and heritage of 

the Bakewell district, in particular, but not exclusively, through the 

development of Bakewell Old House Museum (Arts Council 

Accreditation Number 559) and by the creation of a Historical Society 

and the promotion of research, the useful results of which will be 

disseminated for the public benefit.  

 

Membership of the Society 

 

 Membership of the Society, for which the annual subscription is £15 

(£20 for two people at the same address), permits the Member to take 

part in all of the Society’s activities, including attendance at lectures, 

outings and social functions.  In addition, it permits free admittance to 

the Old House Museum, including its library, during the season it is open 

to the public.  A complimentary copy of the annual journal is sent to each 

member (one copy per address).  Further copies may be purchased. 

 

 

 

Articles for inclusion in the next Journal should reach the editor no later 

than November 1st 2021.  Please forward to - 

          Peter Barker, Woodlands, Yeld Road, Bakewell, DE45 1FJ 

or email:  marian.e.barker@btinternet.com. 

 

 

 

 

 


