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Old House Museum ‘Updates’   

Volume 2 - Edition 2 - 24th February 2021   

  

Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum.  

________________________________________ 
Our mystery item - mystery solved!  

  
  In the last News Update we asked if anyone had any 

suggestions as to what this item was.  
  Thank you very much to everyone who responded.  We had 

several suggestions.  However, one of our members has given us the 

answer.   
It is a knitting belt.  

  It is worn around the waist and, using long knitting needles 

with points at both ends, one of them is lodged in the pad to secure it 

whilst you still have mobility with the other needle.  
  If you google 'knitting belt' you will see several examples, even 

a Utube video. Apparently used commonly in the Shetlands.  
  

           You learn something every day!  
  

_____________________________________________  
  

Maintenance work at the museum.  
  

We found carpenter Dan Wright on the Derbyshire County Council site ‘Trusted 

Trader’.  Essential additions to the main staircase were needed in order to 

comply with Health and Safety standards.  The staircase had been installed in 

the 1960s.  Here are images of the stairs as they look now. Floorboards have also 

been repaired or replaced on the upper floor.  The work will be stained over the 

next few weeks.  We are very pleased with Dans workmanship.  A job well done.  
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New Website for the Historical Society and the Museum.  

  

A portion of the Arts council and National Lottery grant we received in 2020 was to 

develop the Historical Society and Museums website.  A lot of work has been done to 

bring the site up to scratch and suitable for a 21st century audience.  
We are so pleased to have received permission, from Ros Westwood of Buxton Museum, to 

use some delightful images on the site, from a sketchbook, acquired by Ros at auction in 

2020.  The sketches are by (Ros believes) Mary Twopenny.  

‘The book is a handsome, large format volume with half calf bindings covering the spine and corners, 

and with gold tooling. This is the work of P & D Colnachi and Sons of Pall Mall, and clearly was 

expensive. Inside are 34 drawings and watercolours, drawn by the same person but on several 

colours and textures of paper, so in several sketchbooks, during two trips to Derbyshire, the first in 

August 1827 and the next in the following June.  I think the artist is Mary Twopenny. The auction 

catalogue lists three volumes, all from Wooperton Hall in Wooler, the first of which was inscribed to 

her and contained some of her work from other trips. The next were botanical drawings and then this 

one. Is this Mary with her paints looking down on Matlock Bath on the 7th June 1828, with her child 

alongside? There are other pictures of her or someone of her age with a younger child, and possibly 

some portraits of her husband and an older child? But this is my speculation.  The pictures have been 

arranged as a tour, even if from the two trips and sometimes a little out of date order’  
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You can read all about the acquisition of the sketchbook on Buxton Museums blog 

page at 

https://buxtonmuseumandartgallery.wordpress.com/2020/08/15/newaddition-to-

the-museum-collection-mary-twopenny-sketchbook/  
  

Victorian Leatherwork  
  

The museum has a fascinating collection of decorative leather work which was very 

popular in the Victorian period.  

Pieces of leather were moulded around wooden formers to create fruit, berries, 

and leaves.  The decorative flowers and fruits were then mounted around picture 

frames, attached to brackets or decorative shields. Details such as leaf veins were 

added using tools and stems were created by wrapping leather around wire 

making the pieces flexible to situate around three-dimensional shapes such as 

candlesticks, frames and furniture.  A great amount of skill, patience and 

materials were required to create these highly decorative pieces.  

  

  

  

  

  

One perspective of Bakewell shows the octagon of the church  peeking out over the trees; Bakewell   
church spire had been taken down about 20 years before because the peal of bells installed within it  
were far too heavy.   
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We welcome new volunteer Julia Trend.  
  
I’m Julia Trend, 21 and originally from Bakewell, I moved back here last year from Leeds 

Beckett University where I studied Fashion Marketing.   
  

My interests are walking, reading (a lot of historical fiction- crime, thrillers etc), yoga and 

dabbling in some creative activities such as writing, graphic design and photography (I’ll 

stress the dabbling part!). I’m hoping to go travelling at some point in the next few years 

when COVID is over but for now I’m just gaining some new experience and 

  

  

  

  

  

  

                  

  

  

You can view a. detailed article on the  
making of these object s   online at   
https://www.victorianvoices.net/ARTIC 
LES/MISC/HEL1875/HEL1875 - 
Leatherwork.pdf   
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strengthening my skills where I can. I’m also currently furloughed from The Manners pub 

where I work as a housekeeper, saving up for future adventures!  
  

  

  

 Julia is helping out with our social media  posts at present and is promoting our 

Covid  Films and creating a weekly diary of future  posts for our social media 

platforms.  
   

 I am delighted to welcome Julia into our  organisation.    
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

Mini Book Review – by Hilary Fender  
  

Reading during lockdown  

Like many folks I have turned to books during lockdown for escape, relaxation and the chance to 
make headway with the whole shelf of books waiting to be read ‘sometime’. A few that I have 

enjoyed:  
  

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amer Towles – about a quarantine served in a (real) hotel in Moscow – 

very quaint, brings Moscow to life, and an unusual story.  

  

Not forgetting the whale by John Ironmonger – a humorous and almost prophetic story (written in 

2008 amazingly) about a pandemic and its impact on a remote seaside community – although 

lighthearted it is amazing to know just how much information was already ‘out there’ about the 
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possibility of global diseases and how it would be necessary to respond. Whole host of lovable 

characters and their entanglements. Well worth buying a copy. An easy read as the story rolls along.  
  

The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman – another page-turner. If you like an Agatha Christie  

type of story you’ll love this – amateur sleuths from a retirement village, multiple motives, more than 
one murder....  

  

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell – a moving story about Shakespeare’s son Hamnet, whose death from 
plague is thought to have inspired the writing of Hamlet. Told largely through the eyes of Agnes 
(Hathaway), Will’s wife. Has an authentic feel to it, it is a fictional account, but I felt I learnt a lot about 
how people lived in Shakespeare’s day.  
  

Quartet in Autumn by Barbara Pym – a quintessentially English understated story by this 
halfforgotten novelist. I loved its observations (think Alan Bennett without the irony) about everyday 

folk. Another undemanding read.  

   

Derbyshire library service is still operational for e-books and you can request a book and pick it up 

from your local library.  

   

Bye for now  

Hilary  

  

Note from editor.  
The Thursday Murder Club is also available as an audiobook on BBC Sounds. Go to the website 

BBC Sounds – go to Q – type in the book title.  
  

  

Another good read for you this month would be a lifestyle magazine called Landscape.  

The March edition features articles on gardens, crafts, recipes, landscapes and rural 

towns and villages.  Bakewell features in this editions and reporter Diane Wardle, 

popped into the museum for a short visit.  The museum is featured on page 75 under 

House of treasures.    
  

To order a copy or subscription offers see www.greatmagazines.co.uk/landscape  Or 

call 01858 438884  
  

http://www.greatmagazines.co.uk/landscape
http://www.greatmagazines.co.uk/landscape
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Keith How (1950 – 2021) by Nicky Crewe  
  

  

  

 My friendship with Keith and Sue How began when I  

 moved to Bakewell in 1993 and discovered their  wonderful bookshop.  

 Over the years I got to know them both better, as we  worked together on 

Bakewell Arts Festival and  

 music events, pop up art exhibitions and Old House  

 Museum projects.  

 Bookseller, writer, artist and musician, he followed  

 his dreams and considerable talents every day of his  life.   

    
   Image courtesy Billy Bye  

He encouraged people who met him to pursue a vibrant artistic life too. He was a 

great mentor to young musicians, writers and artists who were inspired by his 

approach.  
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He also had a deep love and appreciation of the natural world, and particularly 

the landscape of the Peak District, his home.  
  

 
                     

  

  

He made friends wherever he went, and he will be remembered by many. His 

spirit will have brightened the lives of people beyond his friendship group too. 

Some will have bought a book or music on his recommendation in the bookshop. 

Others will have seen his paintings in Open Studios and art exhibitions and 

perhaps even bought one. Some will have watched in awe as he did a live action 

painting to music, or have read his reviews and articles in online music 

magazine Pennyblackmusic.   

He and Sue also volunteered at the museum once they 

retired from the bookshop, and will have welcomed many 

visitors there over the years. He organised fantastic 

exhibitions and fund-raising events there too.  He leaves 

a huge legacy.   
  

  

  

 Image courtesy    

   of Billy Bye  

 
  

Just before last year’s lockdown he exhibited a wonderful series of paintings in 

Bakewell Church. A video of him talking about his life as an artist in lockdown is 
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part of the Old House Museum’s Covid project and he also features in one of Jim 

Ghedi’s music videos.  

Love and condolences go to his family at this sad time.  
  

  

The trustees and I express their sadness at the loss of a remarkable friend to the 

Old House Museum.  We will never forget the wonderful evenings, where Keith 

and other artists displayed their creative talents for the enjoyment of all.    
He brought a new, lively audience to this historic place, who have come to love the building 

as much as Keith did.  

Our condolences go to Keith’s beloved family and friends.  

  

See Keith talking about the Covid lockdown at www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk    
  

Anita.  

http://www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk/

