
Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

 

Education, education, education.....by Anita Spencer 

Over the last ten years the museums dedicated education team have worked with 

over 3,000 children and youth groups.  Most of the team are retired teachers and 

school assistants and show a real profesionalism when planning and running 

activities, workshops and also guided walks around Bakewell Town.  

Susan Hillam and Jo Longland developed a trail from the town centre aimed at 

younger pre-school children which was designed in order to help families seek out 

our attraction and find Mr Plants sheep/ram! This has been such a success with  

Rameses (seen below dressed for Christmas) greeting children outside the 

museum.  The tourist information centre hand out 100s of these trails per year.  

Many families visit the museum after completing the trail.   
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Another success story was the creation of the Rat Trail by 

Claire, a young volunteer, history graduate who went on to 

work at the Derbyshire Record Office.  Hugely popular with 

children the trail has been in existence since 210 and won a 

Renaissance Heritage Award in 2011.  The trail prompted short 

videos and animations from other student volunteers click on 

the link to view.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pDNLXmOK3A 

George, Claire, Anita & Jane at the Heritage Awards 2011 
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Jane Martin was a real mover and shaker in the planning and execution of laundry 

visits which the current team have taken over.   School children are given a 

Victorian name and dress up in clothes from the period.  The teaching team 

compare and contrast laundry methods from yesteryear to todays modern, all 

electric solutions.  Discusions around running water, taps, wells, buckets, boiling 

the water, washing machines, dolly tubs, hot irons, pegging out,  how long did it 

take to do the washing? Did you go to school on laundry day? Much fun is had 

when using the dolly tub and possers.  Schools are encouraged to send feedback on 

the experiences and for children who are these days used to computers, phones 

and game stations the laundry is a real step back in time experience. 

 

 

 

I have wonderful memories of workshops past when volunteers from outside the 

organisation have stepped in to play the parts of historical figures.  You may 

recognise this gentleman who cut a dash as Richard Arkwright in Claires 

workshop 'Touble at Mill'.  Whoever knew that the Arkwright family were involved 

in wig making! 
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Listen to Marks latest project 'Voices of the Peaks'  

To celebrate the Peak District National Park's 69th Birthday, you are invited to join Mark 
Gwynne Jones on an audio odyssey of the Peak. Chapter One, Burning Drake, draws on the 
mysterious elements underground that have shaped not just the Peak District but also its people. 
It is the pilot for a series of such works leading up to next year's 70th anniversary, that will 
feature the atmospheres, wildlife and stories of this land of contrasts. Voices From The Peak, 
will be available for free via the following link from Friday 17th April: 

on  https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/voicesfromthepeak 

 

I stand in awe watching Susan Hillam deliver the Courtyard Games workshop 

along with other helpers.  So much energy and hands on activities.  Fantastic to 

tear children away from technology for a while.   

         

 

 

 

 

 

Performance poet, Mark Gwynne 

Jones, stepped in on one occasion to 

play the part of Christopher Plant, 

our tythe, tax collector in 'Tudor 

you think you are'.  The children 

were captivated as Mark asked for 

'jolly good reasons you did not pay 

your tythes on time'.  The stories of 

upturned carts and 

muggings/robberies on route were 

entertaining and educational.  We 

all learned a lot from that literacy 

session. 

Susan & Michael Hillam,  Denise Wills  and Peter 

Barker also run Geography, Medieval, Saxon, 

Arkwright and Victorian tours of the town and 

have led groups of over 50 school pupils, annual 

visitors from Staffordshire, East Yorkshire, a 

challenging group from London, and a group with 

immaculate behaviour (and English)  from 

Slovenia.  No small undertaking organising large 

numbers of children and higher ed students. 

 

 

Our guides work hard to  develop tours and activities alongside teachers and in line 

with the National Curriculum.  One of our last visits in November 2019 was from 

Croft Infants School in Alfreton.  Teacher, Laura Fletcher, has kindly sent in some 

of the children’s work (next few pages) So good to get positive feedback. 

I love hearing that the children fell asleep on the coach on the way home!  They 

must have worked hard that day :-). 
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Tudor Dancing 

by Rosemary Henneberry and Heather Price  

Soon after Heather and I joined the Education Team, it was suggested that we 

could include some Tudor Dancing as one of the activities on offer during 

educational group visits to the OHM. A flurry of research via the Internet and You 

Tube followed. Heather became chief choreographer and several dances were 

worked out. Anne Newcome and Pat Green got busy sewing and made us some 

skirts and beautiful French Hoods (headdresses). We purchased a CD of Tudor 

music played on traditional instruments and we were good to go. We started 

practicing and had a lot of fun and laughs as we learnt the dances. 

We have now done several sessions of Tudor Dancing with a variety of schools and 

groups such as the Brownies. It always seems to go down well and the children are 

very interested in how people danced in the past. We have to remind the children 

to keep their backs straight, to be formal and not to move too quickly! 

 

      

  A huge thankyou to all our education helpers who step in at the last minute with great 

enthusiasm.  Also thanks to the makers of costumes, toys, equipment, worksheets, 

marketing materials and so much more.  You bring our building to life with your stories, 

hands on experience and a little fun thrown in too. 

 

It is a great activity and it is always lovely to hear 

the Tudor music floating around the OHM 

together with excited children’s voices. 

We have kind permission from grandparents for allowing 

photographs of their families to be shown. 

Thankyou. 
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“You don’t get this with home 

schooling.” 

or     The Cry of the Education Guide 

 

I miss the education tours, I miss the kids, I do.  

They vomit as they leave the bus, not all make it to 

the loo. 

The teachers have prepared them well, they come from far and wide. 

“You’ll learn much more in Bakewell. Now listen to the guide.” 

 

“Miss, can we have our lunch now?” they ask at half past ten. 

“We’re going to see the River Wye. We’ll have it after then.” 

“Miss, can I go the loo now?” “You had your chance before” 

“Now look at the meander there.”  “The wha’?” “Why?” “Wha’ for?” 

 

“Miss, what’s that in the river?” “A rainbow trout I think.  

Be careful, don’t fall in there.”  “Please Miss, I’ve dropped 

my drink.” 

“Miss, what’s that animal over there? It does look very 

weird.” 

“A sheep”  “But Miss, it’s not like Shaun”.  “Well no, it’s 

just been sheared.”  

 

“Is that the Duke of Rutland’s Mill?” The millstream’s flat and 

boring. 
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Beyond the mill and through the sluice it thunders as it’s 

falling. 

The crashing water holds their gaze, the noise and power 

appeal.  

They always want their photos taken beneath the waterwheel. 

 

“Miss, did they flood the meadows here? What did they do it for?” 

It makes the grass grow quicker.” “ Please Miss, that’s such a bore.” 

“Miss, was the ducking stool kept here?” “It’s not here now.” 

Bad Luck! 

By now my patience is wearing thin. I know who I could 

duck.  

 

It’s four o’clock, the coach returns. The kids climb up in haste. 

“Please Miss, today’s been brilliant.” So….was it all a waste? 

I miss the education tours, though children are a pain, 

I pray that when the lockdown ends they’ll all come back again. 

                                                                                       William McGonagall 

Since a school tour was first requested by an enthusiastic teacher guides have taken tours in and 

around Bakewell focused on Anglo-Saxon History, Mediaeval History, Industrial History, 

Geography and Ghosts and Witches (for Hallowe’en). These tours have earned a 

total of £1,969 over the five years, including the best year yet in 2019 

(£544).   

Contributed by Susan Hillam.   

2019 was our best year ever for education tours with around 450 pupils visiting 

the museum. 
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Residents of the Old House by George Challenger 

 This is about the people who lived in the 6 cottages which became the Old House 

Museum after they were given to the Bakewell & District Historical Society in 

1955 and 1957. In some instances, we have a lot of information about them but 

in other cases very little.  

 John Marchant Brooks, the founder of the Society, was the estate agent 

responsible for collecting rents on behalf of the owners, Bernard and Violet 

Harrison. He also founded the Bakewell Photographic Circle (now called the 

Bakewell Photo Club) in 1941 and it is perhaps surprising that he did not use his 

photographic skills to record some of the tenants.  

 

 

The only photo for which JMB was responsible showing a resident is this one 

from his booklet. It shows the museum opening ceremony in May 1959 with 

himself, Bishop Sinker and Miss Violet Harrison. 

 Violet Harrison lived in the cottage consisting of the office, the kitchen with her 

front door, the back staircase and two upper rooms, now textile stores. Ernest 

Grant recalled that he did not see much of Violet Harrison. Gordon Noton (our 

next door neighbour) remembers that she kept herself to herself but gave him 

half a crown when he cut the hedge round the tiny front garden outside her 
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kitchen.  Her brother, Bernard, had a chemist shop in the Pig Market at the foot 

of North Church Street.  

 At the 2004 end of season party Bernard Harrison’s daughter - in - law Freda 

and grandchildren Joy and Michael presented photos of him.  

 

 

The rest of this series is about the tenants in the rest of the Old House. My 

article in the 2011 Journal tried to list them from various sources and included 

recollections of recent ones. The 1901 census records 29 people living in the 

building and 26 in the 1911 census.  

Pitts’ Cottage  

Pitts’ cottage consisted just of what we now call the Victorian Kitchen, the cellar, 

the Arkwright stairs and the space above the kitchen which was divided into two 

bedrooms.  

Frances (Fanny) Pitt, daughter of William and Mary Pitt, lived there until 

1966 with Tommy Carroll and Eva Gregg. The 1988 Journal has a recollection that 
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Lucy* (then aged 70), a member of the Pitt family, slept in the same bed as a sister 

against the wall which used to block off the garderobe until it was re-discovered in 1967. 

They thought they heard footsteps in the dead of night! 

Mrs Elizabeth Hollis, a granddaughter of William and Mary Pitt, visited the museum in 

1989 and some recollections are recorded in the 1991 Journal. She lived in the cottage 

until 1932. She also mentioned sleeping against the wall where the garderobe door now 

is, knowing there was a hollow behind it, and hearing footsteps at night.  

* The Pitt family tree given by Mrs Hollis in the 1991 Journal does not mention a Lucy 

so I wonder whether there was some confusion. 

The museum displays photos of William and Mary Pitt who both died in 1938. He was a 

night soil collector  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                William and Mary Pitt 
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Quiz time 
A quiz for all of us missing being able to go out for a walk – all these places are 

in Derbyshire and/or the Peak District.  The answers will be printed in next weeks 

Updates. 

1.  German children – and a boy. 

2.  A sense of optimism in this dale. 

3. Nearly a pile of coins, next to a rowan. 

4. Teach horse to get sorted, Don Whillans is here! 

5. Hurry up and find a water source underground! 

6. Sounds like an extended stretch of beach. 

7. Theresa or Brian are going to the Orient backwards. 

8. Girl End got muddled before a crossing place. 

9. Old record in ale. 

10. A cow giving birth. 

11. Halfway down the traffic light before the entrance. 

12. The sea movement’s doing OK! 

13. A muddled lone castle is a useful parking place. 

14. Outlaw’s step. 

15. Wan care’s rotting, sort it out for a ST property. 

16. Hyssop swaps young for old café and bookshop. 

17. Herby cattle fodder. 

18. This place, gone over, had done enough inside. 

19. Sheep play where lions put their cars. 

20. Wise man goes after moorland plant, but not with ecstasy. 

Cathy S April 2020 

Kindly sent in by Denise Wills. 
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If you are missing your weekly walks I would love to invite you to share a special walk I did 

last weekend.  Remarkably quiet and peaceful with a real surprise ending.  Watch the walk 

at the link below.  You may have to subscribe to my YouTube Chanel to see it (Anita Spencer). 

The Chanel is so new there is just one video! 

Whilst during lockdown I have been learning many new skills around video production.  These 

skills will hopefully be used or shared in future projects to highlight the stories and history of 

the museum and its collection.  In the meantime, please enjoy the walk.  Feedback welcomed. 

Ps.  It is not perfect....I am learning. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4i6MTSsaRG8 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaking News 

Delighted to announce that the trustees grant application 

to Arts Council England has been successful. 

We have been awarded a grant of £22,000 for a Digital 

Interpretation project.   Developing a 21st century digital 

offering on-line and for visitors via QR coded information.  

Website developments and social media will allow people 

far and wide to access tours of the museum,  it's artefacts 

and to interact with our digital platform. 
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I leave you with a few gallery images from our very talented volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many  thanks to all our contributors this week.  If you have a story, memory or a talent to 

share please email to:   bakewellmuseum@gmail.com. 

Stay safe everyone.     

 

 

Anita in the Chesterfield loft 

 

 

        


