
Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

THE LADY WITH THE LAMP and THE MOTHER OF NURSING 

By Mandy Coates 

At this time of crisis, we are depending so much on our health service 

to see us through. In normal circumstances what or who does the 

Health Service consist of? I would suggest, people with a variety of 

health problems being looked after by a variety of medical staff, 

doctors and NURSES in various locations such as surgeries, clinics, 

homes and HOSPITALS. 

Why have I highlighted those two words? Well this article is about Florence Nightingale, 

the Lady with the Lamp and the Mother of Nursing. All the emergency hospitals that 

are being constructed at present are being called Nightingale Hospitals and without 

Florence Nightingale raising the art of nursing, from menial labour to an honoured 

vocation, we would not have the selfless committed practitioners who are looking after 

the sick today. She is of local interest of course due to the proximity of Lea and Holloway 

and we have her replica Italian statue in the museum.   

Florence was born May12th1820 in Florence and was named after her birthplace. Her 

parents Fanny and William Nightingale were travelling in Europe after their marriage 

in 1818. Florence was their second child; her older sister Parthenope was born in1819 

and named after her place of birth.  

The family moved back to England when Florence was 

one year old, to live at Lea Hurst, their house near 

Matlock, Derbyshire, but they found it very cold a soon 

moved to a larger 

warmer house called 

Emberly Park in Hampshire. Fanny Nightingale set an 

example of social benevolence to her girls; she 

sponsored a reading room in the village of Crich, a 

coffee house in Whatstandwell and was involved in 

supplying education for village children around Lea 

and Embley. Florence particularly took seriously the 

role of sick visitor and was often found at the bedside of sick villagers or family 

members. In January 1837 an infuenza epidemic laid the whole Embley estate low, 

Florence the only member of the household, apart from the cook, not to be infected came 
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into her own as nurse, governess, assistant curate and doctor whilst continuing with her 

studies. At all events she said “I have not killed any patients, though I have cured a few”   

It was at Emberly in 1837 that Florence heard the voice of God calling her to do his 

work but had no idea what the work would be.  

Florence had an enquiring mind and liked to see things for herself, this led her to visit a 

hospital. The place was dirty and badly run, the women doing the nursing were 

uneducated, slovenly, often vicious and drunk. Few people who went into hospital 

expected to come out alive. Florence realised here was something that needed doing and 

something she felt she wanted to do. 

Her parents were horrified when she told them she wanted to become a nurse and did 

all they could to prevent their privileged daughter taking up an occupation so unsuitable 

for an educated young lady. In the meantime, Florence studied all the books on medicine 

and disease she could find and devoted herself to nursing her large extended family 

when the opportunity arose.  

Later she visited the Lutheran religious community at Kaiserswerth-am-Rhein in 

Germany, where she observed Pastor Theodor Fliedner and the deaconesses working for 

the sick and deprived. She wrote her first book “The Institution of Kaiserswerth on the 

Rhine, for the Practical Training of Deaconesses” published anonymously in 1851. She 

also received four months of medical training at the institute, which formed the basis for 

her later care.  

This new knowledge enabled her to take up the post as Superintendent of The 

Establishment for Gentlewomen during Illnesses, at 1 Harley Street in 1853. No doubt a 

safer option than any of the general hospitals. 

In 1854 Britain, France and Turkey declare war on Russia “The Crimean War”. English 

solders wounded in battles were shipped back to Scutari in Turkey for treatment. The 

awful British medical facilities for the wounded were criticised by The Times 

newspaper, the Minister of War, Sidney Herbert, recruited Florence to 

oversee the introduction of female nurses into the military hospitals in 

Turkey to try and improve the situation. 

 

Florence arrived in Scutari in November with 38 nurses. The 

conditions were appalling, dirty, insanitary and depressing. Initially 

the doctors refused their help, but within ten days with fresh 

casualties arriving all the time the nurses were fully stretched.  

 

As well as her nursing skills, Florence had expertise in 

administration, arranging supplies and sorting out the sanitation, 

which worked to the benefit of the solders although it infuriated the 

senior doctors who were no doubt wanting to cover up their neglect in providing 

adequate care for the men. Florence wrote home on behalf of the soldiers and acted as 

banker, sending the men’s wages home to their families. She also introduced reading 

rooms in the hospital. The soldiers were very grateful to the nurses, but the doctors 

continued to make things as difficult as possible. Florence and her nurses persevered 

providing blankets and clothing, cleaning and disinfecting the wards, caring and 

comforting all the injured and sick solders.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%BCsseldorf-Kaiserswerth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodor_Fliedner
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Queen Victoria wrote thanking them for all 

their hard work and supporting Florence in her 

endeavours, Dr Hall the chief army doctor had 

to accept Florence and her nurses now which he 

did with very poor grace. Late at night Florence 

walked through the wards, carrying a little 

lamp to light her way, checking all was well, 

such was there devotion and love for her, rough 

soldiers would kiss her shadow as she passed.  

 

Towards the end of her time in the Crimea Florence becomes ill with “Crimean Fever, or 

brucellosis, a chronic debilitating, recurrent illness that plagued her for the rest of her 

life.  

 

 Florence returned from the Crimea in Aug 1856, four months 

after the peace treaty was signed, she stayed at Lea Hurst for 

a while, but was requested to visit Queen Victoria and Prince 

Albert to talk about her war experiences. Together they agree 

there was a need to look at the health of the British Army. 

Florence moved to a hotel in London and started writing 

about the health problems in the Crimea and the British 

Army in general. She was a passionate statistician and gifted 

mathematician and to help explain her ideas she invents 

graphs (the "polar-area" diagram), charts and tables which 

she used in her notes on the Army and Hospitals, this had 

never been done before. Eventually a Royal Commission was 

set up to investigate the health of the British Army 

 

For her contribution to Army statistics and comparative hospital statistics in 1860 

Florence became the first woman to be elected a fellow of the Statistical Society. 

 

After all the work she had done over many years for the Royal Commission, Florence 

was almost a recluse, mostly bed ridden and only seeing people by appointment. After 

her return from the Crimean War she never made a public appearance, attended a 

public function, or issued a public statement. 

 

The Indian Mutiny called her attention to the British Army in India 

and the general low standards of sanitation and health problems in 

that country and she began work on a new commission of enquiry 

and a life-long project to sanitize India.   

                                  

In 1860 Florence established the Nightingale Training School for 

Nurses at St Thomas’ Hospital, London. Florence’s best-known 

work “Notes on Nursing” was published, this is still available today 

and has been translated into eleven languages (I still have my 

treasured copy, given to all nurses at the start of training). In total 

Florence published 200 books, reports and pamphlets during her lifetime 
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By 1872 Florence was devoting closer attention 

to the organisation of the Nightingale Training 

School and almost annually for the next 30 years 

she wrote a letter to the students giving advice 

and encouragement. On completion of their 

training, Florence gave them nursing books and 

invited them to tea. 

 

In 1883 in recognition of Florence’s work, she 

received the Royal Red Cross from Queen 

Victoria and in 1907, the Order of Merit, becoming the first woman to receive it.  

 

Florence died at her home 10 South Street, Mayfair London on 

August 13, 1910 aged 90 and was buried at St Margaret’s Church, 

East Wellow, near Embley Park in Hampshire. 

 
 

 
You may have noticed the small statue in the Tudor Parlour which resides on the 

window sill.  This was donated to the museum by one of its founders John Marchant 

Brookes.  This statue belonged to Florence Nightingale and was a gift to young Florence 

from her parents.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

A copy of  Michelangelo’s marble 

statue of Lorenzo, Duke of Urbino who 

died in 1519. 

The original resides in the Basilica of 

Sans Lorenzo in Florence with the 

allegoric figures of Twilight and 

Aurora. 
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Florence Nightingale, links and legacy by Nicky Crewe 

The story of Florence Nightingale is well known. She is The Lady with the Lamp, 

the founder of modern nursing training and practice. This year it is 200 years since 

she was born, on May 12th 1820, in the city she was named for. Celebrations were 

planned, including International Nurses Day on May 12th and 2020 has been 

designated as International Year of the Nurse and Midwife. There is a new 

museum dedicated to her in London. Who would have dreamt, when these plans 

were being made, that we would also be talking about the temporary Nightingale 

Hospital facilities that have been set up in entertainment and conference arenas 

to help cope with the Covid 19 pandemic. 

Her name is synonymous with nursing training. I appreciate that many feel that 

Mary Seacole hasn’t been given the recognition she deserves for the part she 

played in nursing troops during the Crimean War, overshadowed by the way in 

which Florence Nightingale’s  story was taken up by the press and society in the 

UK at the time. The legend that was created continues to this day. However lack 

of recognition for Mary Seacole should not undermine Florence Nightingale’s 

achievements as a social reformer and statistician. 

Last week the BBC showed a drama-documentary about her made in 2008. Worth 

watching if you have access to I player. 

When I first started working at the museum, I was aware of the marble statue in 

the collection which had come from the Nightingale family. What I was surprised 

to find was a tiny blouse in the costume collection which was described as having 

belonged to Florence herself. I knew the Nightingale family had lived in 

Derbyshire, at Lea Hurst near Cromford. The style of the blouse seemed a little 

too recent, until I realised that Florence didn’t die until 1910. In spite of the 

difficulties of her chosen career, and her health problems which we would probably 

now identify as post traumatic stress related, she lived a long and influential life. 

 

 

       

 

Florence’s great uncle, Peter Nightingale, owned Lea Hurst and 

had gone into business with the Richard Arkwright to develop 

Lea Mills for cotton spinning. Lea Mills is still a commercial 

business and is part of the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage 

Site. top fashion knitwear labels. They have a wonderful archive 

including a wealth of historic garment samples. Florence sold 

the family land and mill to Smedley’s after she had inherited it. 
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Peter Nightingale didn’t marry and Florence’s father, who had changed his name 

from Shore to Nightingale, inherited the house, mill and land. John Smedley later 

altered the business to a fine gauge knitting factory and produced hosiery and 

underwear. John Smedley is now one of the top fashion knitwear labels. They have 

a wonderful archive including a wealth of historic garment samples.  

                       

One of Florence Nightingale’s achievements was the development of a nursing 

uniform that was both practical and hygienic. Originally this was based on the 

habits worn by nuns, and nurses were known as sisters, after the religious orders 

who specialised in caring for the sick. I’m sure we have all watched Call the 

Midwife and are familiar with the historic uniform’s nurses wore to both protect 

and identify them. With the establishment of the NHS a national uniform was 

adopted, which has become gradually more comfortable and practical. Starched 

caps and ‘sleeves’ gave way to disposable paper caps. Nurses’ capes were highly 

sought after and very distinctive fashion items in my teenage years. Belts with 

silver buckles, and nurses’ fob watches, designed to be read with ease and upside 

down were also special items of uniform. 
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Grateful thanks to everyone supporting the health 

and care workers during this Pandemic 

In the 1980s plastic aprons were introduced and by the 1990s nurses here were following 

the USA fashion and wearing scrubs. Scrubs are practical and comfortable but have 

made roles within a hospital less easily identifiable. They were already in use in 

operating theatres.  

I follow John Smedley on Facebook, and last week I was intrigued to learn that they are 

part of a voluntary organisation formed in March 2020 by a group of fashion designers 

and manufacturers. It’s called the Emergency Designer Network (EDN) They are crowd 

funding for materials and turning their production over to making scrubs. They have had 

huge support from the fashion and heritage sector. The uniforms are hospital, but not 

yet government approved. I’m sure Florence Nightingale would be thrilled to learn that 

what was once her family business was able to help in this way in these times. 

In honour of Florence’s bicentenary, John Smedley had already launched a fashion 

collection called the Nightingale Collection this year, with 20% of the profits from sales 

going to the Nightingale Nurses who continue her work today. 

Local designer wear company David Nieper, based in Alfreton,  have also turned their 

production line over to the making of scrubs 

If any of you are fans of The Great British Sewing Bee, you might like to know that 

Patrick Grant started a social enterprise business a few years ago called Community 

Clothing. Using surplus capacity in UK clothing factories, its aim is to support UK based 

manufacturing and skills with the production of a range of fashion classic styles. 

Community Clothing are also involved in making PPE and scrubs now. 

And finally, it is said that Long Johns are named after John Smedley, who manufactured 

so many pairs of combinations at his hosiery factory in the 19th century! 
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A Memory of Florence Nightingale from Stella Haywood.   

Museum archives. 

"My family went to live in Crich, near Matlock, when I was six years 

old.  This was in 1913, just three years after Florence Nightingale 

died.  As a child I heard village people who had known her, talk 

about her to my parents.  When she was in residence at Lea Hurst 

her family home in Holloway, she used to drive the three or four 

miles to Crich to visit a Crimean veteran and other sick people. 

One of these was the village sweep, a tall, thin, bent man, just a bag 

of bones, always dressed in sooty clothes.  He was a good sweep, but 

he would come into the house, fasten his sooty bag round the 

fireplace, prepare the big sooty brush, then collapse on the hearth, 

moaning pitifully until given a cup of tea, when he suddenly revived 

and swept the chimney expertly.  The villagers knew which day of 

the week Miss Nightingale was likely to visit Crich and the sweep 

listened for the sound of her pony's bell.  When he heard it he would 

rush home, have a hurried wash and be in bed groaning by the time 

Miss Nightingale arrived at his cottage. 

One day, so the story was told, he was a bit late hearing the bell.  He 

dashed home, but had not time to wash, so when Miss Nightingale 

appeared he was in bed, groaning, but with a sooty face!" 

 



9 

From Mandy Coates - This is a nurse’s dictionary from1938 and I have taken the 

adverts from it and the picture on respiratory equipment. 
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Notes on Military Sanitation from 1934 also from Mandy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For fumigating bedding for lice F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St John Ambulance Association was set 

up in 1877 by the Venerable Order of Saint 

John to teach industrial workers first aid, so 

that they could provide on-the-spot 

treatment in emergencies. Workers rarely 

had ready access to a doctor in 19th century 

workplaces, and since accidents were 

frequent, death or disability from injuries 

was common. The St John Ambulance 

Association set up training sessions across 

the country, particularly in workplaces in 

areas of heavy industry, but also in villages, 

seaside towns and suburban areas. 

In 1887, trained volunteers were organised 

into a uniformed Brigade to provide a first 

aid and ambulance service at public events. 

In many parts of England (and in parts of 

Scotland, until 1908), St John Ambulance 

was the first and only provider of an 

ambulance service right up to the middle of 

the 20th century, when the National Health 

Service was founded. When there were far 

fewer doctors and hospital beds than today, 

St John Ambulance nurses looked after the 

sick and injured in their own homes. 

(Wikipedia) 

 

For fumigating bedding to rid lice 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venerable_Order_of_Saint_John
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venerable_Order_of_Saint_John
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Recent History of the Old House from George Challenger 

PART 5 

This is the last of a series of pieces about the events which culminated in the official opening of 

the new gallery, and lots of other improvements, in September 2010.  

 

 

              Opening for members on 8th July 2010 

 

            Official opening on the 23rd September 2010.  
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Inspirational quotes from Florence Nightingale 

'What cruel mistakes are sometimes made by benevolent men and women 

in matters of business about which they know nothing and think they know 

a great deal.' 

'Wise and humane management of the patient is the best safeguard against 

infection.' 

'How very little can be done under the spirit of fear.' 

 

 
 

Be assured that whilst we are in Lockdown the museum committee and trustees 

are not only caring for the museum, they are applying for grants, liaising with 

business support agencies and developing safe plans for re-opening the museum 

at some point in the future. 

With PPE equipment in short supply they are considering a number of options in 

making our reception a safe area to be for volunteers and visitors.  Along with 

Sneeze Guards (perspex surrounds), one way routes around the museum, 

controlling the visitor numbers, one idea we are looking at, is the making of cloth 

masks.  These would not be a medical grade mask but would be more comfortable 

to wear.  

 

Would any volunteers be interested in making some of these masks for the 

museum?  More research is needed into the type of fabrics to use etc.  I would be 

very interested in your comments and suggestions. 

Remember, this is for the future.  There are no plans to open the museum at the 

moment. 
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Arts and Craft Gallery  

 

I have heard that a number of you are beavering away at home, 

keeping hands and minds busy and being creative. 

I thought I would include some of the images I have received over the 

last few weeks for you to enjoy.   

 

These images will be added to an online gallery which is not quite 

ready.  The Coates family are obviously fantastic cake makers. 

I am so impressed with all of these. 

 

   

 

Mandy's VE Day Cake. 

Looks delicious. 

My 12 year old granddaughter is into cake design A climbing wall cake for her Dad and sewing 

machine as a school tech project - Mandy has a very talented granddaughter. 

Please do share your achievements with us.  I know from feedback I and the committee receive that our 

volunteers are very much appreciative of your endeavours and how it lifts the spirits to see how your 

friends and other volunteers are keeping occupied.  Next week’s edition looks at our education team -        

Email:  bakewellmuseum@gmail.com    

    

Many thanks to all our contributors this 

week.  Keep smiling, keep safe, keep 

staying at home.   

Anita, still in the loft! 


