
Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

Art edition continues........... 

     

Memories of Bert Broomhead as art teacher by Nicky Crewe 

In 1967 I became a pupil at the Presentation Convent boarding school in Matlock. 

My parents had gone to live and work in the Far East. I was thirteen and it was a 

huge shock to be separated from family and friends in such an unfamiliar 

environment. 

I’m sure many of us can recall a teacher who made a real contribution and 

difference to our school days. For me it was a teacher I first knew as Mrs Walters. 

She taught me art and English at the convent and she was an inspiring and 

intelligent teacher, one who expected a lot and brought out the best in us. We all 

thought the world of her. She also had a great sense of humour, which helped 

enormously in what could often be a depressing school environment. 

Suddenly Mrs Walters became Mrs Broomhead and she was expecting a baby. 

That baby was Amaryllis who was mentioned in last week’s newsletter. While Mrs 

Broomhead was on maternity leave Bert took over our art classes. 

With his pale blue eyes, grey hair and long grey beard he looked every inch the 

artist. He was incredibly tall, wore long ‘sloppy joe’ jumpers, baggy cord trousers 

and sandals. I think he even wore a beret. He could have just left St Ives the week 

before. I now know he was living on Bagshaw Hill in Bakewell, with a studio in 

the garden. He was also one of the kindest, gentlest and most encouraging teachers 

I have ever met. He treated us with great courtesy, something that wasn’t a 

feature of the pupil/teacher relationship in the late 60s. 

I’ve no idea what the nuns made of him, but for those of us who studied with him 

he created what I can only describe as a kindly atmosphere in the art room, which 

was a welcome respite. 
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When I moved to Bakewell in 1993 I looked for him and Mrs Broomhead. I learnt 

that he had died, but I did get to see and thank Mrs Broomhead for her fantastic 

teaching and encouragement. 

In later years I followed Amaryllis’ campaign to establish recognition for his work 

as a very talented artist, and I was able to buy one of his paintings as a memento. 

The art room window is behind us, and you can see one of those raffia covered 

wine bottles (empty of course) that were such a feature of still life drawings 

of the day!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bert Broomhead 
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Artist and Designer George Butler 1904 - 1999 

 
George Butler was born in Sheffield in 1904 and attended King Edward VII School, 

Sheffield College of Art and then onto the Central School of Art in London. 

 

In 1925 George went to work in the art department of the advertising agency J. 

Walter Thompson.  He became a key figure in British advertising and directed 

memorable campaigns for General Motors, Ponds, Lux, Horlicks, Aquascutum 

and Rowntree.   

George designed packaging for Black Magic chocolates, first created in the 1930s 

Sold as an affordable version of an (at that time) otherwise very expensive 

luxury product, they were marketed as a courtship gift.(Wikipedia). 

 

 

George stayed with the firm until 1960, becoming head of the art department, 

while at the same time continuing to paint and exhibit watercolors. 

His one-man show was at the Redfern Gallery in 1927. 

In 1956 he became a member of the Royal Watercolour Society.  His delicate 

landscapes and studies of ballet dancers have been exhibited throughout Britain 

and France. 

 

 

George lived in Bakewell for 50 years where he 

delighted in drawing and painting the local 

scenery.  He died in 1999 shortly before an 

exhibition of his life's work was displayed at 

the Agricultural Centre. 
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                    Watercolour sketch of Hardwick Hall 

 

Bakewell Bridge. 
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Watercolour of the Old House 1955 

 

     

George Butler painting in Bakewell 

 

I called into the museum last week in 

order to photograph the George Butler 

sketchbook which is situated in the Tudor 

Parlour along with other items and the 

Black Magic box.   It was such a treat to 

browse through the sketch book.  

Normally you can only view the page on 

display. There are so many sketches it is 

impossible to put them all into this article.   

 

George 

     Butler 
     1904 - 1955 
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Recent History of the Old House from George Challenger 

PART 4  

This is the fourth of a series of pieces about the events which culminated in the 

official opening of the new gallery and lots of other improvements in September 

2010. They form a continuation for the archive I assembled on the history of the 

Old House and Bakewell & District Historical Society. 

The summer of 2007 was a period of anxiety as we had to answer searching 

questions from staff of the Heritage Lottery Fund before it made a grant decision 

in September. One of the HLF members visited us. We were able to assure HLF 

that we had the skills to carry out much of the work, mentioning the textile team 

and other DIY; interpretation/ publications. Our case was helped by receiving 

three Derbyshire Renaissance Heritage Awards at the Buxton Dome including 

Museum of the Year. 

 

 

 

 Jan Hambleton receiving the award for Best Event. 

Renaissance    Awards 
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Under the Project Management Group Anita had a major role in managing and 

coordinating the many individual jobs including those by volunteers. Jan Stetka 

took responsibility for financial matters, including applications to draw the 

grant. 

 

 

 

George receives the award for 

museum of the year. 

The grant application was 

amended to take account of the 

extra cost of the delay in 

getting approval and some of 

the amendments called for. It 

then totaled £426,000.  

After grant approval was 

received a programme of work 

was drawn up, particularly for 

when the museum was closed 

for the three winters stretching 

to 2010. 

Project management group. 
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On the museum closing in November 2008, H& W Sellors started building work, 

including the internal re-arrangements, under the supervision of architects 

Smith & Roper. The major job was excavating for and building the new gallery. 

Peak Structural Designs advised the architects and we were glad of George 

Hambleton’s expertise in civil engineering. 

A vast quantity of soil was excavated from the new gallery site and taken down 

Cunningham Place in a trailer only a few inches narrower than it. 

Drilling for piles to support the retaining wall at the back of the new gallery 

created a lot of dust and we were glad of the tolerance of the nearest neighbors. 

We paid for a thorough cleaning of their house fronts and windows. 

 

 

 TO BE CONTINUED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Tomlinson painting the 

kitchen and John Cooper treating 

the leather on the bellows. 
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Keeping Quiet by Pablo Neruda   sent in by Dot Bushen                                

 

Now we will count to twelve 

and we will all keep still 

for once on the face of the earth, 

let’s not speak in any language; 

let’s stop for a second, 

and not move our arms so much. 

It would be an exotic moment 

without rush, without engines 

we would all be together  

in a sudden strangeness. 

Fishermen in the cold sea 

would not harm whales 

and the man gathering salt 

would not look at his hurt hands. 

Those who prepare green wars, 

wars with gas, wars with fire, 

victories with no survivors, 

would put on clean clothes 

and walk about with their brothers 

in the shade, doing nothing 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What I want should not be confused 

with total inactivity. 

Life is what it is about; 

I want no truck with death. 

If we were not so single-minded 

about keeping our lives moving,  

and for once could do nothing, 

perhaps a huge silence 

might interrupt this sadness 

of never understanding ourselves 

and of threatening ourselves with death. 

Perhaps the earth can teach us 

as when everything seems dead 

and later proves to be alive. 

Now I’ll count up to twelve 

and you keep quiet and I will go. 

 

 

Keeping quiet, 

how lovely. 
 

Neruda is often considered the national poet of 
Chile, and his works have been popular and 
influential worldwide. The Colombian novelist Gabriel 
García Márquez once called him "the greatest poet 
of the 20th century in any language" (Wikipedia) 
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One of our volunteers has been keeping crafty! 

Jane Martin has made the most wonderful Lockdown Rainbow. 

I love it. 

Also nice to see the OHM box of ephemera in the background. 

 

 

You may wonder what I get up to when released from the loft?  Editing the News 

Updates and oral history videos has kick started my creativity.   

Many years ago I used to hand cut stencils with my business partner Annie.  We were 

both self employed as  interiors artists.  We would go along to people homes or 

businesses and decorate the walls of dental surgery's, reception rooms, hospital 

corridors, hair dressing salons, lounges, kitchens and even one room housing a 

swimming pool! We would present mood/story boards to our clients and cut designs to 

their particular specifications.  Life size trees, fountains, ponds, floral swags, hot air 

balloons, peacocks, ducks, you name it we cut it and never turned down a job. After ten 

years of climbing high step ladders and with small children to look after we retired from 

our decorating life.  However, as I have found, these skills locked away don't desert you, 

you just get a little rusty. 

Having not cut a stencil in years and with a newly painted shed to decorate I ordered 

some oiled stencil card and spray paints (water based dries hard for outdoor use) but too 

impatient to wait for the card I found some old photo paper which would not go through 

the printer. I posted the birds onto Facebook and asked friends to choose the next 

subject for the stencils. The lady who chose a HARE is now off my Christmas card list!!!!   

He stands at around 600mm wide x 480mm high.  The ideas had to fit in with the 

garden theme.  The colour pallete I kept to a limit.  I wanted a folk art feel..........Hey 

presto, the results are below. ........   I hope you like it.   
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Oral history's on YouTube.  Just click on the links to view. 

Bless the Bride -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFWixbCZdMc&t=12s 

Keith How - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LJNwQx2Q28&t=10s 

Joseph Roberts DP Battery - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OA3ZBNhMsXY&t=41s 

Arthur Monaghan DP Battery - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9PCC8hkKw08 

 

Many  thanks to all our contributors this week.  If you have a story or memory to share 

please email to:   bakewellmuseum@gmail.com. 

   

           Stay safe everyone.    Anita in the Chesterfield loft. 

 

 

 

      

 

 


