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Art Edition 

       

What Do Volunteers Do When They Can’t Volunteer?  By Keith How 

 

Good Question! My story is simple . I would normally be applying acrylic/oil paints 

onto canvas creating impressions of the wonderful Peak District landscape that I 

love to explore. My paintings find their way into “Isla Fine Art” in Buxton , 

“Smudges Gallery” in Ashbourne, in times past even the Old House Museum have 

been generous enough to allow space for artworks in the hallowed rooms .(Check 

out The Memory House” link on the O.H.M. Facebook page). 

Of course, I have my own converted garage that I call “Low Horizons Studio” where 

I paint and sometimes exhibit. 

My most recent exhibition “Be Still” is installed in All Saints Church here in 

Bakewell and like the other galleries is in lockdown . 

During lockdown we are of course allowed out for walks so I have been able to 

draw and paint.  An added bonus has been discovering all sorts of interesting 

things while walking around in the peace and quiet. In between time I have been 

reading a rather strange and quirky novel called “FOLK” 

by Zoe Gilbert . The story is a series of events that happen in a lost island 

community called Neverness and is full of weird and wonderful characters whose 

lives intertwine with nature in mythical and magical ways. Reading “Folk” is akin 

to sitting in an old Inn on a dark night in front of a roaring fire with candles and 

(Thornbridge) Ale listening to a travelling storyteller weave tales of old folklore. 

Being in isolation resonated with me and this isolated forgotten community and 

set me to thinking about some kind of “Installation” using ephemera and oddments 

collected and found in the fields and in the grass verges. So old wooden pieces, 
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feathers, skulls, stones ,bones and other interesting finds all pulled together to 

become “Folk- an installation” at home in L.H.S.1. 

If you would like to see the photographs of Folk, some other works, and a couple 

of interesting short films check out 

 

keith-how.co.uk a painter’s life in the peak district 

 

Hopefully we will all be back behind the welcome desk soon!! cheers Keith How 
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A very big thank you goes out to Keith How who over the years has been involved in organising 

and performing at many arts and musical events in the museum.  Especially for 'International 

Night at the Museum' which is held every year in May.  OHM was one of the first museum in 

Derbyshire to hold an event which was a Folk Museum evening for which we won a Renaissance 

Heritage Award.  There is much competition now in Derbyshire as more and more museums and 

heritage sites celebrate the rich, cultural history of the area.  Who could ever forget one magical 

'Night at the Museum', Keith painted to music from local musicians  the Siddons brothers, in our 

courtyard.  To hear an interview with Keith go to YouTube - copy and paste this link into the 

search box    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LJNwQx2Q28   
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The Memory House 

by  Nicky Crewe 

Over the last few years there have been some wonderful events and exhibitions at the Old House 

Museum, highlighting the talents of local artists and musicians, photographers and poets. 

Keith How, Billy Bye, the Siddons brothers, Mark Gwynne Jones and Jim Ghedi and Toby Hay all 

come to mind and I am aware that I may have missed out others in this list. 

There’s something about the atmosphere of the building that lends itself to discovering new ways of 

seeing and listening. I’m also convinced that these creative events contribute to the special feel of the 

Old House. 

One of the most memorable events I was involved in was a season long exhibition curated by Keith 

How in 2016. Several of us took it in turns to use what I used to call the Bowman Room, over the 

porch, to display something important to us that we hoped would be of interest of visitors. 

I must admit to being a bit flummoxed when asked to contribute as I had recently moved out of the 

house I had lived in for 23 years. I had brought up my family in that home and it was full of memories 

and clutter. Downsizing was a mammoth task and I thought I had cleared every cupboard and corner. 

Inspiration was slow, as was unpacking the boxes I’d brought with me. However one evening, at an 

event at the Old House Museum, the new owner brought me a plastic carrier bag she had found in an 

inaccessible storage space. 

To my amazement it contained reel to reel tapes, slides, maps and paperwork from a project I had 

been involved in back in 1982. I was a field worker for Manchester Studies, then a department of 

Manchester Polytechnic. Working and studying for a diploma in local history, I focused my research 

on an area called Northern Etchells, now absorbed into the Wythenshawe Estate, Manchester 

International Airport and the infrastructure of Greater Manchester. I borrowed family photographs and 

recorded oral history interviews with informants who had been brought up in Cheshire market 

gardening and farming families. I was in my twenties and they were for the most part in their eighties. 
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Some died during the two years I spent on the project. I used to do talks for local interest groups and 

the plastic carrier bag contained some of my slides and props. 

From those pre digital days, I still had a carbon copy of my dissertation, that had survived house 

moves and family life. 

The photos and tapes went into different archives but have both ended up being held at the Greater 

Manchester Record Office. In 2014  I spent a year there as a National Archive trainee and was thrilled 

to discover links with my past. It was an eerie experience to read my handwritten notes and 

transcripts and to hear my voice in the interviews. 

I was able to access material for Archives+, who have created a fascinating digital display within 

Central Library in Manchester. I used social media and digital formats to spread the story of the 

development of Wythenshawe and Manchester Airport. 

The carrier bag and the Memory House theme at the Old House Museum gave me the opportunity to 

revisit my own past as well as the past of the area and the people. While it didn’t link directly to 

Bakewell, I was sure that many would be familiar with the airport and the views over the countryside 

around it. Every landscape has its layers, every aspect of development replaces what was once there 

in the name of progress. This was a community that had changed in small and steady ways over 

hundreds of years. Based on food production, it was the development of Ringway airport on the land 

farmed that spelt the end of its commercial viability. The demand for new housing and slum 

clearances between the wars resulted in this area of rural Cheshire becoming incorporated into the 

City of Manchester. In less than a generation everything was changed. 

As I write this I’m aware that air traffic over the area must be at an all-time low because of Covid19 

and lock down. I can’t imagine swooping in to Manchester airport, trying to pick out familiar historical 

features in the landscape as I used to do. I’m guessing, like everywhere else, nature may be 

reasserting itself in what was once the Cheshire countryside and the people who live there will be 

hearing birdsong once more. 

              
 

                 
 

 

memory house 
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Artist Bert Broomhead 
 

Bert was born in Stoney Middleton and moved to Bakewell as a young child.  He 

had a real talent for drawing and painting and took inspiration from his home 

life and the surrounding landscapes.  There is a wonderful website, designed by 

Bert's daughter, Amarylis Rae, on http://www.bertbroomhead.co.uk where you 

can find out more of Bert's history and view his artworks. 

 
Photo of Bert Broomhead by J Marchant Brooks -  Lillias Bendall 

 

John Marchant Brooks (JMB) submitted this ‘Artist’ study to the Wessex Postal 

Camera Club in June 1951.  (next page) 

It shows Bert Broomhead at work near his cottage in Bakewell. Bert was aged 

around 30 when this photo was taken and that same year he had been awarded a 

medallion by The Sheffield School of Art for the student who produced the best 

work.   
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The photo’s size is 7 x 6½ inches and a full technical description was submitted 

to the Wessex Camera Club. 

JMB’s composition on the whole met with approval but the 14 critics 

adjudicating made some interesting negative comments as follows: 

 

Many disliked the wall in the background – one suggested having a sheet over it! 

The artist was too close to the wall and not at a natural angle to the canvas. 

‘The pose is phoney’, and ‘how I hate young men with beards! Ugh!’ 

Use of glossy paper was not approved of, by many. 

 

 

In June 2010 a posthumous exhibition of Bert Broomhead’s work was curated by 

his daughter Amaryllis Rae and Sheffield University Fine Arts Society in the 

Turner Glass Museum. Much of his   artistic work reflects inspiration from Van 

Gogh. The ‘interior style’ painting depicted in the photo didn’t appear in the 

exhibition, it would be interesting to know of its' whereabouts.  Another 

connection is that JMB was a former trustee of the Bakewell Old House Museum 

and also a major instigator in its survival and development. 

 I was pleased to find this photo on a foray into e-bay a few years ago as I think it 

is rather lovely, in spite of the critic’s opinions. 

 

The museum has some cards for sale in our wee shop of Bert's artworks. 
 

 

 

 

 

Bert Broomhead 
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Recent History of the Old House from George Challenger 
PART 3  

This is the third of a series of pieces about the events which culminated in the official opening of 

the new gallery, and lots of other improvements, in September 2010.  

Part two ended with the contract for the repair of the Old House, largely re-roofing, which was 

known as HLF1. The Heritage Lottery Fund gave 90% grant (£87.400) grant and work was 

completed in 2001. It proceeded smoothly so that the museum could re-open in spring. Alan 

Smith helped to complete the numerous forms to apply for grant payments from HLF so that we 

could pay the building contractors, H & W Sellors. Finding the remaining 10% was a cash flow 

problem. The big tent over the museum that winter was a topic of conversation in the town. 

HLF2, completed in 2006, received £14,100 grant from HLF to pay for planning the major works 

forming HLF3. 

These proposals were developed with the help of our Curatorial Adviser, Ros Westwood 

(who is County Museums Manager); Anita Hollinshead, the Derbyshire Museum 

Development Officer and other staff of the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council 

(which superseded the East Midlands Museum Service as official regional museums 

organisation and was succeeded by Museum Development East Midlands). 

A Project Planning Team of society members met regularly. I remember one draughty 

meeting when the museum’s roof was off and wind whistled up the houseplace chimney. 
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The proposals were put to the AGM of the Bakewell & District Historical Society and 

outlined in a newsletter to all members. They formed part of a public exhibition at the 

Museum for Museum Month in May. No adverse comments were received from members 

of the society or the general public.  

The proposed new industrial gallery/ toilet designed by Smith and Roper was estimated 

to cost £99,000 plus fees and contingency. It was discussed with the owners of the house 

closest to it and its form was changed as a result.   

Other building work supervised by the architects was estimated to cost £82,000: 

The courtyard with wall and gate separating it from the forecourt 

Steps up to the top terrace 

Restore and subdivide privy on the top terrace. 

The outside store between the terrace and houseplace 

Re-opening the only remaining Arkwright stairs as the main visitor route 

Making an environmentally- controlled store off Pitts’ bedroom (the garderobe chamber). 

Building Condition Survey and Conservation Management Plan. 

To save fees, we proposed to organise ourselves some building work costing 

£12,000: 

Safety rail on retaining wall of top terrace       

    

New hatch to roof and boardwalks           

Plaster parlour and buttery (parlour closet)  

The office (and equipment) with a re-opened window overlooking the porch based on a 

Tudor window which had been discarded during the  Arkwright conversion. 

Excavation of 6th cottage   

Archaeological work (which revealed the privy in the south west corner of the site which 

had been used by the tenants of the parlour and buttery cottages). 

 

Interpretation was estimated to cost £33,700:  

The new guidebook helped by Imagemakers 

The dummy of Christopher Plant, the Gells’ steward. A member made his clothing   

Outside display panels and indoor bats 

Showing the form of the sixth cottage 

A seat (fetched from near Stocksbridge) to put in the privy on the top terrace together 

with a dummy and lighting 
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Restoring the Workhouse Clock 

Setting the old copper in Pitts’ (Victorian) Kitchen 

New glass cases there and in the small bedchamber 

Improved displays in a number of cases  

A late addition was Jan Stetka’s idea for the sculpture incorporating the pieces of the 

Lumford water wheel representing a quarter of one end of it 

Environmental work estimated to cost £13.900 including a report by an expert from 

Lincolnshire Heritage Service: 

Ultraviolet control film for windows 

Re-wiring and low energy lighting with advice from Networks, the museum supply 

company at Bamford 

Frames holding bubble wrap for fixing in the windows in the closed season to reduce loss 

of heat and condensation 

Loft insulation and boarding involving a great deal of DIY 

New storage heaters and dehumidifiers, most with pipes through the outside walls for 

the condensate. 

Dehumidifiers were decided on after engaging consultants and George Hambleton 

helped to investigate alternatives. They included expensive gas boiler/ warm air 

circulation and the National Trust’s system for some of their stately homes involving 

humidistats turning on radiators just enough to reduce humidity. We tried this over 
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winter in the small bedchamber but it failed to keep an even humidity and temperature. 

I remember visiting a museum where a new warm air circulation system had been shut 

down because it was too expensive to run and maintain! 

CCTV and movement - activated lights outside. 

An estimate of £20.000 was for 1 ½  days  a week for three years of  Anita’s time and 

associated costs for her to help supervise the work. 

The grand total of the grant application to Heritage Lottery Fund for HLF3 was 

£400.000. We asked for the maximum 90% grant. The big question was ‘Could we afford 

the 10% partnership funding?’ Half of that could be our own work* and we put 300 days 

at £50 a day (but in the event that was exceeded greatly). EMMS’s recent £950 grant for 

environmental equipment was counted in the partnership funding. Members donated 

£680. Our saviour was a £15,000 grant from the Peak District National Park Authority’s 

Sustainable Development Fund and we signed up to doing our best to reduce energy and 

waste.      

* This included organising reports to satisfy HLF’s lengthy application procedures 

including the Forward Plan, Environmental Health Check, Accessibility for disabled 

people, Security Audit and the Conservation Management Plan.   

 

If you are feeling crafty - from Arts Derbyshire. 

A Necklace of Stars 

Older adults aged 65+ from across Derbyshire are being invited to take part in a new project ‘A 
Necklace of Stars’. During the Covid-19 crisis, instructions and support for making embroidery, poetry 
and lullabies will be provided via post, on-line and on the phone for those who are housebound.   

A Necklace of Stars is an Arts Council England supported collaboration between Arts Derbyshire, 
DCC Public Health, Derbyshire Library Services and arts organisation arthur+martha. Collectively, we 
will make an embroidered quilt with a poem and song soundtrack, inspired by lullabies. Lullabies bring 
calm and comfort, and also tell insightful stories that pass on the depth of human experience from 
generation to generation. 

Using embroidery, poetry and repurposed bed sheets, pillow cases and pyjamas, stars will dance 
across the quilt. At a time when so many of us are suffering the negative effects of isolation lock-
down, this project couldn’t be timelier. It will help to build confidence and wellbeing, reduce loneliness, 
forge connections and re-ignite creativity.  

This project will culminate in a 12-month exhibition showing the quilt, poems and soundtrack in a 
variety of cultural venues across Derbyshire.  

 If you are interested in taking part in this project (whether you have no experience or 
plenty), or know of someone who might enjoy getting involved, please contact Sally Roberts 
on 07395 904386 or email sallyartsderbyshire@gmail.com You can also visit 
arthur+martha’s website to find out more, or express your interest https://arthur-
martha.com/portfolio/a-necklace-of-stars/ 

 

mailto:sallyartsderbyshire@gmail.com
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjIuMjA0OTY2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2FydGh1ci1tYXJ0aGEuY29tL3BvcnRmb2xpby9hLW5lY2tsYWNlLW9mLXN0YXJzLyJ9.S47W0B3umWEHtpy_Sg_0gRFCI3ZTQjtQmEfmbuaQxPw/br/77709338961-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjIuMjA0OTY2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2FydGh1ci1tYXJ0aGEuY29tL3BvcnRmb2xpby9hLW5lY2tsYWNlLW9mLXN0YXJzLyJ9.S47W0B3umWEHtpy_Sg_0gRFCI3ZTQjtQmEfmbuaQxPw/br/77709338961-l
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I leave you with a final painting by Keith How. 

The Updates will continue with art next week with a peek at local artist/designer 

George Butler plus Turner and Constable in the Peak District. 

 

Many  thanks to all our contributors this week.  If you have a story to tell, an 

interesting archaeological find, a good poem or joke (we all need one) thoughts on 

COVID19, please do share with us. 

Email to bakewellmuseum@gmail.com. 

Stay safe everyone. 

Anita in the Chesterfield loft. 

 

 

 
old house museum 


