
Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

 

Finds at the Old House by Marian Barker 

In the late 1970s the Society decided to replace the tiled floor of the parlour with 

stone flags and also to install damp proofing. Prior to the work being done an 

archaeological excavation was carried out in 1978/9 by the Department of 

Prehistory and Archaeology at Sheffield University. 

Under the Parlour floor 

In the nine levels that were identified there was pottery fragment evidence from 

the 10thC to the 19thC. 

The following photos show some of the more identifiable items found under the 

floor.  
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Large numbers of 

fragments of animal 

bones were found - 

cattle, dog, horse, pig 

and sheep - reflecting a 

pastoral economy. 

Beads, marbles and buttons 

 

18thc bronze 

handmade pins 
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'Bun halfpenny', 1852, so called because Queen Victoria is 

wearing her hair in a bun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancashire trade token 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wooden and metal knives 

ha'penny 

buns 

Medieval English monasteries issued tokens to pay for services from outsiders. These 

tokens circulated in nearby villages, where they were called "Abbot's money". Also, 

counters called jetons were used as small change without official blessing. 

Staff tokens were issued to staff of businesses in lieu of coins. In the 19th century the 

argument supporting payment to staff was the shortage of coin in circulation, but in 

reality employees were forced to spend their wages in the company's stores at highly 

inflated prices—resulting in an effective dramatic lowering of their actual salary and 

disposable income. Acknowledge Wikipedia 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truck_system
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Obverse reads UNANIMITY IS THE STRENGTH OF SOCIETY. 

Reverse reads E PLURIBUS UN 

If you would like more information about the archaeological finds, please refer to The 

Parsonage House - Bakewell by Richard Hodges, Graeme Barker and Trevor Brighton, 

1980.  A copy can be borrowed from the Museum. 

 

Other finds at the old house 

 

Two rolled pieces of paper with handwriting, but they 

have been too well chewed to be sure to what they 

relate. They were found under the floor of Pitts 

bedroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Wattle and daub with a tooth 
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            Rat skeleton found under Pitts bedroom floor 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

                                                                Stoneware jar marked Warrens liquid blacking,  

 Charing Cross, London. 

Robert Warren was an English blacking manufacturer who 

became famous for his pioneering methods of advertising 

and promotion. Perhaps his most famous reported stunt 

was to have "Buy Warren's Blacking, 30 Strand, London." 

written in huge letters on the side of the Great Pyramid at 

Ghiza. The letters of indignation and subsequent editorials 

in newspapers of the day decrying this behaviour served 

Warren's purpose perfectly to promote his blacking as far 

and wide as possible. These same papers mention the 

demise of the Warren Blacking business as being a result 

of a lack of paid advertising - quite clearly the opposite of 

Warren's original marketing strategy. Warren's blacking 

company was operating from at least the very early 1800s 

until the mid 1850s. 

(from abrauctions.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

Candlestick found in the garderobe 

 

18thC gilt wood carving.  Thought to be 

from a ceiling boss in a church. 

 

Stoneware jar 

 

     fabulous finds 
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This Jacobean window was thrown down the garderobe  

during the Arkwright alterations of the 1770s. 

 

Donated items from the museum's collection 

include these clay pipes. 

 

Long pipes, known as "aldermen" or straws became popular by the early 19thc. 

Having a length of 18 - 24 inches (45 - 60cm) these could only be used when the 

smoker was relaxing; working men smoked very short pipes which enabled them 

to work at the same time. 
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Stone Heads and Screaming Skulls by Nicky Crewe 

 

When I first moved to Bakewell I was intrigued by the fragments of Anglo Saxon 

stone in the porch and the body of the parish church. 

Among those pieces of stone, many of which tell a story, were some carved stone 

heads, set high on shelves behind the main door. 

At first glance they look like fragments of gargoyles, a familiar feature on a church 

roof, and often used as part of the rainwater drainage system, as water gushes 

from their mouths. Gargoyles were said to scare off evil spirits, and medieval 

stonemasons often had a bit of fun as they carved their grotesque features in the 

likeness of someone they knew. 

 

 

 

When I studied for an MA in Folklore and Cultural Tradition at Sheffield 

University in 2002, Dr David Clarke, journalist and folklorist, now working for the 

Centre for Contemporary Legend at Sheffield Hallam, had just published his book, 

Supernatural Peak District. 

As well as writing about carved stone heads, he also looks at the phenomenon of 

Screaming Skulls. It’s thought that carved stone heads took the place of actual 

heads during the Roman occupation of Britain. It must have been terrifying to see 

rotting heads displayed at battle sites. Those of us who enjoyed learning about 

Tudor and Elizabethan history will remember tales of Traitors’ Gate, a warning to 

all who saw it. 

 

 

Photo by Adrian Wills 

Victorian church restorations continued this tradition. 

There’s another aspect to these carvings though. Derbyshire 

is home to several documented carved stone heads that may 

date back to Celtic times. Like many warring tribes all over 

the world, it was believed that a person’s power, and their 

soul and spirit, resided in the head. Cut your enemy’s head 

off and not only did you ruin his chances of passing into the 

next life, but you also gained his power for yourself. So, a 

head could represent a powerful talisman, both bringing good 

luck and warding off evil. Protective stone heads were placed 

in boundary walls and on the gables of houses. I know of a 

couple of friends who found them buried in their gardens in 

Bakewell. 

 

 traitor 
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Derbyshire’s most famous Screaming Skull is Dickie of Tunstead, near Whaley 

Bridge who was not only responsible for the good fortunes of the family but also 

credited with preventing the progress of railway lines and a bypass. The legend is 

that if you try and move one of these skulls it will scream. They are usually kept 

from generation to generation in a niche or box in an old farm or manor house. 

Like the Irish banshee, the scream can also be a warning of trouble or death in the 

family. There used to be one at Flagg Hall, and I also heard rumours of one found 

at Bagshawe Hall. It may all sound a little farfetched, but if any of you have read 

Nina Bawden’s children’s novel Carrie’s War you may recall that a screaming skull 

is part of the plot. It’s set in Wales during World War 2. 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

If shrunken heads are your thing, the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford is well worth a 

visit. 

It is a museum displaying the archaeological and anthropological collections of the 

University of Oxford.   They have  some very fine examples of shrunken heads. It is 

truly a fascinating and eclectic collection of items from across the globe.  To find out 

more visit   https:www.prm.ox.ac.uk  and view some of the collection. 

 

If you have found anything interesting in your garden, let us know and send in a picture if you can. 

When I lived in the Far East I saw shrunken heads 

hung up in the corner of a longhouse. The 

headhunters of Sarawak were no longer allowed to 

add to their collections but they were still considered 

a significant family talisman. 

 It’s a fascinating topic, bringing together folklore, 

anthropology and archaeological material culture. 

Finally, next time you walk up North Church Street 

take time to look at the very weathered carving of a 

horse’s head on the wall of Chantry House. I’m told 

there is only one other known, found in Jarrow. 

Horses were particularly important to the Celts.  

If only it could talk!  Nicky 

 

 

                

Images of Bakewell Church Yard - Adrian Wills 

stone heads - cross shaft 



8 

Local Finds by Adrian Wills 
 
I volunteer with the Eastern Moors organisation carrying out conservation work. One of the tasks we 
undertake is rebuilding old drystone walls. Underneath the base of one of those walls on Curbar 
fields, I have found pieces of crude pottery which Trevor B has estimated are from around 1900 and 
were used for cooking. The latest find is a real curiosity. Does anyone know what this may be? A 
shiny man-made plaster or pottery egg  was under the wall. Was this "egg" used by gamekeepers or 
farmers in some way? Do let us know.   
In our garden, we found a horseshoe but I expect it is comparatively modern but may go back to the 
time before tractors. 
Send in your finds pictures to bakewellmuseum@gmail.com 

 

Jane Martin - While going through a box of old papers etc. for a particular project I’ve 

come across some items from the 1950s and 1960s which might interest/amuse you. 

 

SPECIAL OPENING 

of 

HADDON HALL 

on 

SUNDAY, 15TH. November 1959 

From 

11 am to 4 pm 

 

By kind permission of His Grace the Duke  

of Rutland and Lord John Manners, in aid of 

the restoration fund for the 

 

OLD MEDIEVAL HOUSE MUSEUM 

Church Lane, Bakewell. 

 

which will also be open for inspection. 

 

Refreshments available.    Free Car Park. 

 

  Admission:  2/6d.     Children :1/- 

The Museum had opened in June 1959.  The Chairman of the newly formed 

Historical Society was Mr. John Marchant Brooks. 
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Historical snippets from the early days of the Society and the Museum 2. 

                       This was on a scrap of paper, handwritten in green ink! 

1962 

Museum opens Saturday 21st April 

To end of April         123 visitors 

                                                                      May                    97 

                                                                      June                  204 

                                                                      July                   198 

                                                                      August               541 

                                                                      September        167 

                                                                                             ---------- 

                                                                                               1130 

NB The museum was only open in the afternoons. 

 

Historical Snippets from the Early days of the Society and the Museum 3 

BAKEWELL AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MUSEUM RESTORATION FUND 

COFFEE AND BRING AND BUY MORNINGS 

1966 -1967 

1966 

 

Wed:   November 23rd.        BAKEWELL:   Mrs. Burton, “Winesta”, The Avenue. 

 

Wed:   December 7th.       BASLOW:       Misses Trickett, “Trees”, Bar Road. 

 

          1967 

 

Wed:   January 11th.         BAKEWELL:   Mrs. Brooks, Devonshire Cottage, Church Alley. 

 

Wed:   January  25th.        BAKEWELL:   Mrs. Franklin,  Cherry Tree House, Bsaslow Road. 
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Wed:   February 8th.         BAKEWELL:    Mrs. Goldstone, King Street. 

 

 Wed:  February 22nd.      BAKEWELL:    Miss Williamson,  “Glenwood”,  Haddon Road. 

 

Wed:   March 8th.             BAKEWELL:    Mrs. Chadwick,  “Ridgefield,  Monyash Road. 

 

Wed:   March 22nd.          BAKEWELL:    Mrs. Knighton,  “Tavastland”,  Baslow Road. 

 

Wed:   April 5th.               BASLOW:         Mrs. Fithian,  “Raincliffe”,  Overend. 

 

Wed:   April 19th.              BAKEWELL:     OLD HOUSE MUSEUM;   Mrs. Smith  (Holloway) 

 

Wed:   May  3rd .              BASLOW:          Mrs. Judd,  “Woodlands”,  Eaton Hiil. 

 

Wed:   May  17th.             BAKEWELL:     Mrs. Sugg,  Brook House,  Baslow Road. 

 

DON’T FORGET THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON FRIDAY, 27TH JANUARY 
 

1967 
 
 

NB the number of coffee mornings held in 7 months!  We owe so many thanks to those early 

members for their fund-raising efforts. 

I also found a copy of the second Society Newsletter, produced annually, this one dated 

January 1964. The coffee mornings had obviously been going on long before the recorded 

ones above.  I quote: 

“The coffee mornings held during the winter months of 1962-63 again proved a great 

success and £68.15.6 was raised. These are to be continued during the winter of 1963-

64 . . . . . . . . .all are cordially invited to attend and take part in these ‘matey’ events.” 

 

Food for thought? 

What a good idea Jane -Coffee morning fundraisers in the winter.  Excellent and 

a lovely way to stay in touch. 
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Recent History of the Old House from George Challenger 

PART 1  

This is the first of a series of pieces about the events which culminated in the 

official opening of the new gallery and lots of other improvements in September 

2010. They form a continuation for the archive I assembled on the history of the 

Old House and Bakewell & District Historical Society. 

Before these changes: 

a) The parlour alcove, besides the introductory video kindly made by Frank Parker 

with grant from the East Midlands Museum Service (EMMS), had the parts of the 

Lumford water wheel and a display about the cotton mill and its waterworks.  

b) The next room, always called the buttery, had the bellows, etc. from Buer’s 

smithy off Bath Street set up by Derbyshire County Museum Service (which 

provided much labelling before we were able to print and laminate). The external 

door was blocked by the Samuel Evans tool chest which, because of its George Eliot 

connections, was given to Wirksworth Museum and is now in the Heritage Centre. 

c) What is now the office was where the toy collection was displayed, with blinds 

over the east facing windows. Visitors used the back stairs and could go to the 

toilet (as there was a door before the kitchen). I think it was Robert Robinson’s 

idea to open up the Arkwright staircase, make the office and move the toys to a 

drier room. 

d) The upper room had become knee-deep in donated items since Alf. Rodgers 

ceased to be volunteer curator. Under a government employment scheme in the 

1980s two cataloguers worked through the collection and made some space for 

meetings and conservation work. One became our first paid part-time employee 

(except for the warden in the early days).    

 

In the 1990s there was concern at falling ticket sales (because of many new 

attractions) and poor facilities in the museum. Discussions took place on a wide 

range of ideas, including improved reception facilities, storage and workshop 

space, disabled access to the upper floor and even a new museum in the town 

centre with the Old House as an outpost.  

 

Phase 2 museum registration was achieved in June 1997 but E M M S reported very adversely 

on and lack of space for storage and conservation work. The forward plan included proposals 

for providing better visitor facilities; and space for storage and conservation and also for 

repairing the fabric of the Old House 
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Limited repairs were done to walls but it was becoming apparent that slipping of 

slates was going to be a continuing problem. A list of building repairs drawn up in 

1996 was to be added into into a wish list for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant 

application for an extension.  

 

A special council meeting in December 1997 considered options for new 

building. The brief agreed required a minimum of 60 sq. metres for storage 

and work space; toilets and other facilities. An idea for rebuilding the 6th 

cottage was not pursued because it would spoil the view of the oldest part of 

the Old House and would not fulfil this brief. This left two alternatives: an 

extension mostly underground at the north west and a free standing building 

to the south. Our member architect Eric Mayo was asked to work up both. 

John Sewell of the Peak National Park Authority liked Eric’s proposal for the 

extension to the N W with some reservations but not the alternative. 

 

The two alternatives were discussed at a council meeting in March 1998. The 

N W extension would include storage space, workshop, office and toilets with 

access from Pitt’s kitchen external door, lowering part of Pitt’s kitchen floor 

to avoid steps. Wheelchairs could gain access to Pitt’s bedroom via a ramp 

through the garden and porch. Getting neighbours’ agreements to replace the 

boundary wall seemed not to be a great problem to Alan Pigott (a member 

and civil engineer) who talked to most of them, though others thought it a 

major problem. It was decided to go ahead with a grant application for the 

NW extension. 

 

But the council meeting in May the decision was reversed. This was because 

some council members not present at the presentation in March were 

unhappy; because finding 10% partnership funding would reduce the ability 

to do other important work (the extension being likely to swallow most of the 

limit of £100,000 above which 25% partnership funding would have to be 

found); the extension was considered to violate the fabric of the Old House 

and it would be difficult to get licences to work on neighbours’ land. 

Alternative ways of dealing with the storage problem were to be considered.  

 

A special meeting of council was held in July discussed a wide range of 

problems including continuing poor visitor numbers and too few members to 

take responsibilities or even to warden. EMMS’s Lesley Colsell had suggested 

ways to proceed, including considering the purpose of the museum, and 
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employing an interpretation consultant. She offered to facilitate a meeting. 

It was agreed that there should be better interpretation of the Old House, its 

contents and Bakewell’s history. It was accepted that many of the bulky 

stored items would not help to tell significant stories and could be considered 

for disposal.  

EMMSs offered 100% grant for consultants to appraise the need for building 

repairs and to propose changes in interpretation with a view to disposing of 

items which would not help interpretation.  

Thank you George for Part 1..........more to follow in next week's edition. 

 

 

Just had to share these images with you sent to me this week.  I was very 

impressed with the creativity of volunteer Janet Thorn.  Can we borrow these for 

the museum next year Janet?  Or maybe we could have children's workshop? 

Fantastic effort and I am sure the whole village were delighted.   A real treat for 

passers by. 

 

 

Mark Gwyne Jones is a performance poet living and working locally in Derbyshire.  Mark has 

been a guest performer at the museum on a number of occasions. He was last here a year 

ago, in June, on our very successful Open Day.  Mark had begun his 'Voices from the Peak' 

project by recording the wonderful 'Rough Truffles Choir' here in the museum.  Part of the 

project will be released this Friday via the link below.  Courtesy of Ann Wright, Arts 

Derbyshire newsletter. 

Voices From The Peak, will be available for free via the following link from Friday 

17th April: https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/voicesfromthepeak Voices From The Peak is 
supported by Arts Council England and the Peak District National Park.  

Any content/ideas/memories you can offer for forthcoming news updates please email to: 

bakewellmuseum@gmail.com 

Anita - in the home office or the office at home - lightbulb moment! 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MTUuMjAxOTI4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wZWFrZGlzdHJpY3QuZ292LnVrL3ZvaWNlc2Zyb210aGVwZWFrIn0.L3EA28g1TKPxP0L0Q6OciUpHzYRp_qOsUs3otSVq7Mc/br/77438232202-l
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