
Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

Bakewell heritage Open Week by John Boyle 

It's important that we have something to look forward to - and something that will bring 

visitors flocking back to Bakewell and the Old House Museum.  A group of people have 

been working on a series of events to fill a Bakewell Heritage Open Week between 

Sunday 13th to Saturday 19th September 2020.  The draft programme at present is: - 

Sunday 14.30 - 16.30 Church tower - clocks and 

bells 

Pauline Boyne 

Monday am + pm tbc Church open events Jeff Marsh 

Tuesday 10.00 - 13.00 Long Bakewell heritage 

guided walk 

 

Wednesday 10.30, 11.30, 

13.30, 14.30 

Old House, exterior tour Linda Merriman 

Adrian Wills 

Thursday 10.30 - 14.00 Guided walk - Secrets & 

Legends 

Susan Hillam 

Michael Hillam 

Friday am tbc Churchyard talk Peter Barker 

Saturday 10.00 - 12.00 = 

14.30 - 16.30 

Clock tower - clock and 

bells 

Pauline Boyle 

 

This programme will be advertised widely although there are limits on numbers for 

some events. If you wish to organise a similar event during this Bakewell Heritage Open 

Week, or help with the ones above, please contact John Boyle boylejohn1@gmail.com 

soon as possible. Great images from John of the Church, Bellframe and clock front. 
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    Clock front          Susan Hillam leads 'Secrets & Legends" 

 

Bakewell businesses project - from George Challenger   

Members might like to improve the project described below by adding or 

correcting information on shops and businesses to the tables I have prepared. If 

so please email george@challengers.me.uk and I can send the tables and maps. A 

long memory of shops in Bakewell is not necessary for filling in the recent 

columns. 

I could not send more than a few of the photos or adverts by email.  

 Bakewell businesses project.  

I have been gathering information on shops and other businesses to extend my 

1993 Bakewell & District Historical Society journal article based on recollections 

by Reg Nelson of shops about the time of WW1 and by Ann Noton’s of c.1900 

recounted to Paivio Knighton. Several people with long memories of Bakewell 

helped, notably Roy Fox with Buxton road /Mill Street. Other B&DHS journal 

articles have been consulted. 

 

Julie Bunting’s article on Bakewell shops in 1899 in the Peak Advertiser for 

3/12/2007 has been consulted. 

Paivio Knighton with a 

model of the Old House 

mailto:george@challengers.me.uk
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It covers the main business streets though some information, e.g. adverts and 

directories, refers to further afield. 

It includes information from Boulmer’s History and Directory of Derbyshire, 

1895. My 1993 article used Kelly’s Directories of 1912 and 1916. Directories do 

not always give streets and I have assumed that shops and businesses were 

where others recorded them.  

The archive consists of:  

maps with shops in the main business district numbered,  

tables for the main shopping streets with columns for indicative dates (though it 

isn’t possible to be certain about dates of some businesses). These will be added 

to over time as more recollections come. In some cases, their whereabouts are not 

known and they are put at the ends of the tables. 

Photographs of premises numbered as in the tables. 

Copies of old photos and adverts which are referenced in the tables with #. Most 

are undated but there are clues in the number of telephone digits; I think 4 

digits came post - second world war.  

 

Bakewell’s shops by Nicky Crewe 

When I moved to Bakewell in Carnival week, 1993, it was a very different town 

from the one we see today. Though during lockdown, the deserted streets and car 

parks and empty shop windows give a sense of what it was like on a Sunday. The 

Sunday Trading Act wasn’t put in place until the summer of 1994. Suddenly 

there was an explosion of in the number of tourists and the shops and cafes that 

catered for them.  

The main shops I remember from those days are Broughtons, ‘Fashion house of 

the Peak’, Goldstones wonderful antique shop and showroom, where Orvis and 

King’s Court are now, the Gateway supermarket, where Ormes purpose built 

high class grocers had been, Quail and Mellor outfitters, Dunnes chemists and of 

course the Bakewell Book Shop. 
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Skidmores was there and was licensed to sell game. Memories of pheasants and 

rabbits hanging on the rail outside. Lady Fair was the only place to get school 

uniform. Elf Gems was a pocket money magnet. There were two charity shops, 

Help the Aged and the Red Cross shop. 

 

 

 

It is said that England is a nation of shopkeepers and I’d worked in retail myself 

and knew what a mixed blessing Sunday opening would be. A few shops had held 

on to a half day closing during the week, but a seven-day week was a huge 

commitment. There were opportunities too of course, from increased footfall and 

hopefully spending, and chances for weekend work for youngsters. 
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First location of Ormes retail store in1900 

   

Ormes new store winter 1939.     
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The traditional and historic market town of Bakewell has adapted to these 

changes over the years since 1994, attracting branches of major high street 

names such as Fat Face, Boots, Sea Salt and Costa. Bakewell has weathered the 

storm of internet shopping and still has independent businesses like Rural 

Threads alongside the sweetshops, outdoor clothing shops and charity shops. 

 

 

When I worked at Bakewell Library one of the most popular activities we did 

was a map of Bakewell with shops old and new marked on it. Visitors to the 

library shared their memories on post it notes. When the map came down, the 

information was transferred to index cards. I wonder if they are still in a drawer 

somewhere. 

Those memories were based on real experiences.  

When I was manager of the Museum in 2004, we were approached by a television 

company making a drama based on Don Hales’ book Town Without Pity. This 

told the story of the murder of Wendy Sewell in 1973, and the subsequent 

investigation into Stephen Downing’s conviction. The programme was called In 

Denial of Murder and starred Caroline Catz and Stephen Tompkinson. One 

Sunday the television company dressed the shops on South Church Street as 

1970s Bakewell, upsetting some people who felt it wasn’t accurate, but intriguing 

others, not least visitors who tried to buy items from the old fashioned 

ironmongers based in what is now Orvis! Edge of the World was a W H Smith’s. 

Chappell’s Antique Centre was the Co-op. Lots of photos were taken, some of 

which may still be in the Museum’s collection. I hope they won’t confuse future 

researchers into Bakewell’s history! 

Museum archives 

The museum has a wonderful collection of historic photographs of shops, trade 

bills and packaging.  Marian Barker and the museum committee are planning an 

'Open Day' for the residents of Bakewell in order to gather peoples stories.  It is 

anticipated that our archives will be on display in order to nudge a few memories 

of past times.   This will be followed by an Oral History project where stories are 

recorded, collecting our local history for future generations. 
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Broughtons, King Street, 

Bakewell 

Established 1734. 

This high class business became 
known as “The fashion House of the 

Peak" 

 

 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allen Drapers 

Rutland Square 

1899 

Critchlow Butchers, corner shop view - date unknown 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any content/ideas you can offer for forthcoming news updates please email to: 

bakewelloldhousemuseum@gmail.com 

Remember to send in those wedding photographs too. 

Anita - in the home office or the office at home - well basically my loft! 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

Critchlow and Ormes Corner 

1910 

  Tomlinsons, Matlock Street 

Love it or loathe it our food shop is a necessity and our shopping habits have changed 

dramatically over the last few weeks with more people shopping local. 

Long live our local stores.  Shop local, stay local, stay safe. 
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A memory of an ear trumpet by Marian Barker 

 

 Seeing the photo of the museum's ear trumpet and reading 

Mandy's item on John Smedley in a recent newsletter reminded me 

of an incident in my childhood.  It was probably 1952.  We were living 

in Matlock Bath.  Two of my great aunts, both unmarried, from down 

south, came up to Matlock to Smedley's Hydro to 'take the waters'. Great Aunt 

Margaret would have been about 82 and her sister Muriel 77. Margaret had been 

a classics lecturer and my mother said she always felt intimated by her.  Muriel 

never had any employment and lived with her sister Margaret.  

 One day, during their stay in Matlock, my mother and my sister and I were 

invited to Smedley's Hydro for tea with them. So, with some trepidation we got the 

bus to Matlock and walked up Bank Road. I remember little of the event except 

that Great Aunt Margaret used an ear trumpet. I 

think it was probably of the rigid sort, like the 

picture below, unlike the one in our museum. A 

very odd item for a 6 year old to have to talk into.  

We sat in the conservatory which must have 

appeared very grand to our eyes. I have no idea 

which of the various treatments on offer they 

experienced. Both women lived to an advanced age - Margaret to 94 and Muriel to 

96. Was it the beneficial water that promoted such longevity?  

The website hearingaidmuseum.com is an online museum and you can see a huge 

number of different ear trumpets which have been developed throughout the 19th 

and 20th centuries. 

 

A wonderful photographic memory from Lillias Bendall (photo page 11) 

This was the marriage of Mary Downes to my great uncle Joseph Bolsover at 

Ashford in 1920.  The photo was taken outside the family home (off Fennel 

Street), Neville Hall and the Tithe Barn can just be picked out behind them. The 

Church is behind the tree. 

Her dress looks to be watered silk (?) and has two tassels hanging from the 

overskirt.  They married on June 8th, 1920, (recorded in the diaries of Marian 

Gyte) both in their 40's.  He had been in France during WWI so presume they had 

awaited his return.  They were a devoted couple, childless and lived until the 

1950's. 

I hope this is of interest for the wedding dresses.  Lillias Bendall 
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Thank you to everyone who submitted very interesting articles, projects and 

memories.   Please do continue to share your stories with our volunteers and 

members. 

Truly hope you are all safe and well.  I am ringing round to catch up with people 

and hope to speak to you all sometime soon. 

Anita from the home office, office in the loft, getting warm up here now and may 

have to change location!  
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