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Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

 

Dear all 

 

This is the last edition of 'Updates', 2020. Joyce Janes will be sending out the 

usual membership newsletter in January.  Something to look forward to in the 

New Year. 

 

Thanks go to Joyce for dressing the BDHS & Museum tree in All Saints Church.  

Do go and have a look at the lovely display by local groups and businesses.  A 

treat for the eyes. 
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More about Bakewell’s links with the anti-slavery movements of the 

nineteenth century 

By Nicky Crewe 

 

More evidence of Bakewell’s links to anti-slavery campaigns has come to light. 

The author of the BBC History magazine article, Hannah-Rose Murray, has got 

back to us with some further information. 

The former slave who gave lectures in Derbyshire as well as Sheffield was an 

escaped slave from Maryland named James Watkins. When the Fugitive Slave 

Law of 1850 was passed he was advised to go to England for his own safety. He 

published his life story in Manchester in 1860, and this is available on the 

website Documenting the American South (docsouth.unc.edu). 

It runs to 104 pages and includes testimonials from ministers of the Free Church 

of Scotland, the Methodist Episcopal and Baptist churches. The Manchester 

printing is the 19th edition, so it was obviously a popular publication. 

Fugitive slaves were invited and sponsored to come and give lectures to raise 

funds for their personal use and for abolitionist causes, as well as raising 

awareness of conditions they had lived and worked in. 

The autobiography also includes the text of an address Watkins gave in 

Liverpool in 1851.  

His first port of call was Liverpool, but he experienced racism when he searched 

for work, so moved to Manchester. After three years his wife and children joined 

him there. They then settled in Birmingham, but sadly his wife suffered from ill 

health as the climate did not suit her, and she returned to the States. 

One of his supporters had suggested public speaking as a way of making a living. 

Watkins gave talks arranged by churches and Sunday Schools and was able to 

purchase the freedom of friends and family members back in America. 

On 11th April 1856 he gave a lecture in Stoney Middleton. His sponsor was Lord 

Denman of Middleton Hall, whose father had been Lord Chief Justice. He was 

also supported by a local clergyman in Bakewell, Rev G Marsland, who is 

described as ‘Independent’ in Watkins’ list of supporters. 

The link to the Denman family surprised me, as this puts the local anti-slavery 

campaigners at the heart of the Establishment of the day. 

It seems that there was a second talk in Eyam during the same week in April 

1856, because Lord Denman writes to apologise for his absence. 
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Watkins writes on May 24 1856 

‘Nothing will obliterate the impression his lordship made upon me by the warm 

sympathy he evidenced for the millions in slavery and for the personal kindness 

I experienced from him.’ 

From Watkins’ writings we can get a picture of where he went on his lecture 

tours and who supported him, with links to the Isle of Man, Lancashire, 

Cheshire, Derbyshire, Yorkshire, the Midlands and Ireland. 

There’s another link that brings him closer to the Old House and its stories too.  

Henry Bowman of One Ash Farm in Monyash led a meeting for Watkins in 

Monyash. The Bowmans were a prominent Quaker family who have been 

represented at the museum in recent years. 

On July 31st 1854 James Watkins was speaking in Sheffield, and the next day 

there was a huge conference at the Athenaeum in Manchester to mark the 20th 

anniversary of the abolition of slavery in the UK. Delegates came from Canada 

and the US, and it may be that James Watkins and Esther Sturge attended. It 

might explain why Esther was away from her home in Kent, visiting friends in 

Bakewell when she wrote her letter on August 15th. She was the contact for 

sending goods to Boston (Massachusetts) to raise funds at anti-slavery Bazaars.  

There’s so much more to discover and so many more connections to investigate. 

Many thanks to Nicky for such interesting articles in this strange year.  

 

 

Thank you George challenger for sending in memories of Historical 

Society outings from years past.  So lovely to remember how we all 

used to meet in groups and the sun shone!  See below 

 

 

The Art of the Gothic, recently repeated on BBC4, featured the 

Cheadle church designed by Pugin. Jan Stetka organized a visit to it 

in 2006.  

  

He took us on a number of interesting outings. His archaeological 

knowledge shone through in these three: to the abandoned village of 

Nether Haddon in 2007, Stanton Moor in 2009 and the coach trip to 

the British Museum in 2014. See the photo of the Sheffield cross 

shaft there. 
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Meet new volunteer Stella Berry 

 

Two years ago I listened to a talk, given by Anita, at the Cromford WI, and a subsequent 

conversation with her led to my recent volunteering at the Museum. I was drawn to her 

friendliness and welcoming manner! 

This is a little snapshot of my life.... 

 

I am originally from Lancashire, came to teacher training college in Totley, Sheffield, loved 

it and have stayed ever since working in several Rotherham/Sheffield schools. Was joined by 

Dave; fellow Boltonian; college Lecturer/Hallam Uni, in the 80's; married and brought our 2 

girls up in Ecclesall; both now musicians in various genre, in York and Sheffield. 

 

Throughout my adult life I have felt drawn to Derbyshire/Peak District - ever since those 

heady college Sundays ambling around and exploring the lovely villages; lunches frequently 

spent in the Ringinglow and Hathersage pubs! 

 

Eight years ago when the girls were embarking on University/independence, we bought a 

cottage in Cromford village near Matlock and I embarked on a mission to become involved 

with the village life. The obvious volunteering opportunities with Arkwright's mill/ Cromford 

Canal and also nearby Wirksworth's Heritage centre and also travelling with the Twinning 

Association, this has brought great fun and new friendships. 

Leisure time was limited though, as by then I was travelling around the local counties as an 

Advisory teacher for Special Needs - so happily now I have retired , more time can be spent 

in Derbyshire, rambling/ touring around and at the cottage. My other interests include the 

WI; and meeting up with friends, walks with a teashop!: playing my violin (badly) in an 

orchestra: caravanning in East Anglia; travelling anywhere with History! be it our local 

villages or European sites - We don't fly and enjoy wonderful coach/train touring hols! 

Sadly much of the events/volunteering activity is on hold at the moment and I was happy to 

join Bakewell museum's team!  

So much of my life normally is centred around fete's, fairs, village markets, concerts, 

W.I.and church socials & local events etc. 

I'm hoping the full programme of events which the museum have planned, can resume as 

soon as possible - I look forward to being involved! 

 

 

Lovely to have Stella on board.  Thank you for 

joining us at the Old House. 

Stella has volunteered with us this year during 

our very short opening of eight weeks. 

The opening went very well and extra 

precautions were put into place with one way 

routes, extensive cleaning and PPE available for 

volunteers. 

We achieved takings of just under £3,000 and had 

522 visitors. 

Our 'Where's Wally' week was delightful with 

families visiting.  Some for the first time.  All 

appreciative of the efforts taken.  On the next 

page view some images from the event. 

Thanks to all volunteers involved.  I hope 

everyone felt safe in this environment and 

honestly quieter than visiting a supermarket! 
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Lots of giggling going  

on! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

As we move towards the close of 2020..... 

 

It may be trite but is equally apt to describe 2020 as a very strange year. Writing in 1918, 

Lenin observed that "there are decades when nothing happens - there are weeks where 

decades happen". This was surely the case for us during 2020 where on the one hand Covid 

disrupted our carefully-laid plans and substantially reduced our income but on the other it 

accelerated changes, some of which had been simply aspirations but rapidly achieved reality. 

 

This is the final edition (certainly for this year) of Old House Museum Updates and I am 

grateful to have been given the opportunity to write a few words.  

 

I begin by saying thank you, most sincerely, to everyone who helped us get through this very 

challenging year; listing can be invidious, but I include all our loyal volunteers and friends - 

in whatever capacity - who planned, organised, implemented or managed the Arts Council 

England project, who helped us prepare for the opening that nearly didn't come and those 

who supported us during the brief period we were able to open, all our suppliers  - 

particularly those who worked with us to deliver the ACE project - on time and within budget 

and especially Anita who worked so hard for so long and on so many fronts to coordinate 

everything that has taken place and been achieved.    

 

Many of us will already be fairly well-informed about the elements of the ACE project which 

is now in place. The poignant Covid local history film study is complete and can be viewed 

on the new website and there is more information about this elsewhere in this edition of 

Updates. Whilst on the website, have look at and listen to the Bakewell Witches song and its 

story, a truly serendipitous feature. When we re-open, the newly introduced QR (quick 

response) points will be available in each room of the Old House so that visitors can, if they 

wish see and hear additional information. We also have the advantage of a much more robust 

telephone and Wi-Fi infrastructure to help us deliver these benefits.  

 

As we move towards the 2021 season therefore, we are confident that our offering to all who 

visit us will be even more attractive than before, now that we have adopted and embraced 

those aspects of new technology which seem advantageous to our situation.     

 

This Christmas will be a very different experience for almost all of us and for some it will be 

an intensely sad time but I wish everyone a peaceful season and my sincere wishes that next 

year will bring all that we hope for. Thank you. 

 

Stephen       
 

 

We hope you enjoy our efforts and a very big thankyou goes to all who have been 

involved in the project. 

Click on the links below to view all. 

 
Films  

Artist Keith How.    https://vimeo.com/466573896 

Bakewell Church     https://vimeo.com/460964714 

https://vimeo.com/466573896
https://vimeo.com/460964714
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Bakewell Pet Supplies     https://vimeo.com/466614334 

Bakewell Town Hall     https://vimeo.com/472254066 

Bakewell Youth Theatre    https://vimeo.com/466599385 

Eyam Church.         https://vimeo.com/466591848 

Eyam Museum   https://vimeo.com/466587327 

Ginger Butchers  https://vimeo.com/461074171 

Joan Plant, Eyam  https://vimeo.com/466581341 

Moorhall Stores   https://vimeo.com/466567923 

Old House Museum  https://vimeo.com/472193228 

Rutland Hotel   https://vimeo.com/466561025 

Shutts Farm   https://vimeo.com/466557345 

Stella’s Kitchen   https://vimeo.com/466554903 

 

QR Codes 

Apotropaic Marks.                https://vimeo.com/483017277 

Black Marble   https://vimeo.com/483479824 

Gallery    https://vimeo.com/483097743 

Garderobe Chamber  https://vimeo.com/483077148 

Old House Exterior  https://vimeo.com/480712545 

Saving the Old House  https://vimeo.com/485419257 

Small Bedchamber  https://vimeo.com/483056385 

Thankyou   https://vimeo.com/483069033 

The Solar   https://vimeo.com/483091660 

The Tudor Houseplace  https://vimeo.com/480713438 

The Victorian Kitchen  https://vimeo.com/483108013 

The Victorian School 

Room    https://vimeo.com/480714925 

Workhouse Clock  https://vimeo.com/483063146 

 

Song 

Bakewell Witches  https://vimeo.com/488943963 

 

Finally........... 

https://vimeo.com/466614334
https://vimeo.com/472254066
https://vimeo.com/466599385
https://vimeo.com/466591848
https://vimeo.com/466587327
https://vimeo.com/461074171
https://vimeo.com/466581341
https://vimeo.com/466567923
https://vimeo.com/472193228
https://vimeo.com/466561025
https://vimeo.com/466557345
https://vimeo.com/466554903
https://vimeo.com/483017277
https://vimeo.com/483479824
https://vimeo.com/483097743
https://vimeo.com/483077148
https://vimeo.com/480712545
https://vimeo.com/485419257
https://vimeo.com/483056385
https://vimeo.com/483069033
https://vimeo.com/483091660
https://vimeo.com/480713438
https://vimeo.com/483108013
https://vimeo.com/480714925
https://vimeo.com/483063146
https://vimeo.com/488943963
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Just to mention that I am now in the office on Monday and Wednesdays only until 

further notice.  I will be emailing around for volunteer interest in the rota for next 

year (fingers crossed we will open) in January.   

Please note the NEW email addresses for the office from today are: 

anita@bakewellhistory.com 

office@bakewellhistory.org.uk 

Please save these email contact details as the G Mail address will no longer exist. 

 

Wishing you all a very peaceful Christmas and New Year.  Looking 

forward to seeing you in 2021.   

Anita 


