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Old House Museum
Updates

20th August 2020

Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum.
Art Council Project News.
The trustees and I have been beavering away during the time we have been closed
working on the Arts Project details. We have very lucky to receive a substantial
grant which will enable us to update our telephone and broadband system, place
discrete Wi-Fi boosters around the museum for improved internet connection,
replacement of our weary computers, digital equipment to help capture better
images and videos and help with updating the website.
We are also working on placing QR Codes in several rooms within the museum.
These codes can be scanned by a visitors mobile phone and will lead to an oral
recording of information regarding the room the visitor is standing in. A type of
personal, guided tour. We feel this will enhance the visitor experience of their
visit to the Old House.

Another aspect of the grant is the capturing film interviews of a variety of
Bakewell trades and also linking to our friends in Eyam reflecting on the links
with the plague village as a contrast to Covid 19. We are also appealing to
members of the public and yourselves to be involved in this projects by sending in
your photographs of scenes around Bakewell and district during the pandemic,
socially distanced meetings with family and friends, street art and photos of any
craft projects that you have engaged with over the last few months.
To see a video asking for your help please click on the link below.
https://vimeo.com/448589404

The images we receive will be placed on our websites Covid page and will be an
important part of the towns history in these strange times.
Please send your photos to anita@bakewellhistory.com
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AWARD FOR BRAVERY IN BAKEWELL
1933
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This document is a parchment certificate in the Museum's archive. It was awarded by the Royal
Humane Society to John Broadbent in 1933. The citation reads

It was resolved unanimously that the Honorary Testimonial of this Society inscribed on
Parchment be hereby given to John Broadbent for having on the 6th March 1933 gone to the
rescue of a boy who was in imminent danger of drowning in the River Wye at Bakewell,
Derbyshire and whose life he gallantly saved.

The Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald reported on 11 March 1933 -

While playing in the woodyard by the side of the River Wye at Bakewell on Monday, Lewis Orme,
the young son of Mr and Mrs Duncan H Orme, fell into the river which was running strongly. Mr
J Broadbent who was walking in the Recreation Ground on the opposite side of the river, saw the
incident. He plunged into the water, swam across the river and rescued the boy. Neither was
much the worse for his experience. Mr Broadbent is manager of the Bakewell branch of Williams
Deacons Bank. (Later Royal Bank of Scotland.)

Mr Broadbent was presented with the certificate during a concert in the Brigade Hall given by the
1st Bakewell Scout Group at the end of April. Presumably this was because young Lewis Orme
was a member of the scout group. At the time of the incident he would have been 10 years old. He
was the grandson of Stanley Orme, well known grocer in Bakewell.

The Royal Humane Society is a British charity which promotes lifesaving intervention. It was
founded in England in 1774 as the Society for the Recovery of Persons Apparently Drowned, for the
purpose of rendering first aid in cases of near drowning.

In 1773 physician William Hawes (1736-1808) began publicising the power of artificial respiration
to resuscitate people who appeared to have drowned which led to the formation of the Royal
Humane Society. Branches were gradually set up throughout the country, mainly in ports and
coastal towns where the risk of drowning was high. The Society distributed rewards in the form of
money, medals, clasps and testimonials to those who saved or attempted to save drowning people.
It went on to recognise all cases of exceptional bravery in rescuing or attempting to rescue persons
from mines, well, sewers, etc.

(from Wikipedia)

Marian Barker
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Society Outings
I am sure that society members are truly missing their trips out this year. There have
been many society outings in the past. A big thank you to George for sharing images of
past trips with us.
Belper in 2008. The only outing I remember when it rained!

In 2010 to Bishop’s House, Sheffield and Sheffield Manor Lodge where we met Bess of
Hardwick

Coach outing in 2013 to Moira furnace in the National Forest where we had a trip on the canal. Jan
Stetka then showed us the Breedon angel and other Anglo- Saxon carvings in Breedon on the Hill
church.
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Coach outing in 2013 to Moira furnace in the National Forest where we had a trip on the
canal.

Jan Stetka then showed us the Breedon angel and other Anglo- Saxon carvings in
Breedon on the Hill church.
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I leave you with an image of our socially distanced trustees at a recent planning meeting.
Thanks to them for endless months of hard work in managing the aspects of incorporation,
transfer of assets, registering of our property at Land Registry, operational aspects of
consideration of re-opening the museum to visitors in September, adapting of accounts for AGM
AND assisting and supporting myself with the Arts Council Project and numerous tasks
including health and safety concerns.
Phew......what a list.

From back left to right.
Treasurer Lesley Ayers and Museum Chairman Adrian Wills.
Secretary of BDHS Mandy Coates.
Marian Barker and Linda Merriman.
George challenger and Chairman of BDHS Stephen Coates.
Missing is David Wilbur, he must have been taking the photograph!

Some good news is that we are planning for a soft opening of the museum in September. Whilst we
have lost some of our volunteers (which is understandable in the circumstances) an enthusiastic
number have come forward to help us open.
Strict health and safety procedures will be in place to help our volunteers and visitors feel comfortable
and welcome.
Your input to our Covid Project is very much appreciated. Do send your photos to
anita@bakwellhistory.com
Thank you for your continued support.
All the best to you all and please continue to keep safe and well.
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Anita

