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Bringing you the latest news from B.D.H.S and the Museum. 

 

 

A belated 'Happy New Year' to you all. 

Sincerely trust you are all keeping well and staying safe.  I hear that a few of our 

volunteers have received their first vaccination which is great news.   

Normally the museum would be a hive of cleaning activity, preparation of new 

exhibitions, marketing, group bookings, walks bookings and conservation 

cleaning of objects.  Sadly, this is all on hold though I have to say that Marian 

has been beavering away in the archives all winter for a few hours each week. 

Adrian and I have been visiting to empty dehumidifiers, perform weekly checks, 

test alarms and pick up post. 

Trustees have been busy in zoom meetings and planning.  Lesley and Pat 

continue to manage our finance and gift aid with Barbara managing the 

membership and Joyce produced the B.D.H.S Newsletter, Vicky Knowles has 

been promoting our COVID-19 films on Facebook.   So, we carry on.  It's not 

quite 'normal' but at least we are keeping busy.  Be reassured we are still here 

and missing our contact with you all. 

Another busy lady is Nicky Crewe who has sent another update on anti-slavery 

and a few articles which will appear in further editions of Updates. 

If you have any news to share or  COVID-19 photographs, please don't be shy, 

send in your contributions to anita@bakewellhistory.com. 
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Update on nineteenth century anti-slavery activity in Bakewell  

By Nicky Crewe 

 

Last year I wrote about some discoveries a friend had made relating to anti-slavery activity in 

Bakewell. These activities included fund raising talks by former and escaped slaves, sponsored 

by local Anglican, Quaker and Methodist ministers and Lord Denman who lived in nearby Eyam. 

There had been mention of a petition from Bakewell residents, dated back to 1830. 

My friend and former colleague Lorna Thorp got in touch with Becky Sheldon at the Derbyshire 

Record Office. We were able to discover that the petition is part of the Bakewell parish archives, 

deposited in 1979. It has the item number D5214/15/7.  

It hasn’t been digitised and as the archives are closed, at the moment, it’s something we hope to 

chase up when we can. 

Becky Sheldon was able to tell me that she and colleagues are working on some slavery related 

educational resources for Derbyshire schools, so Lorna and I shared what we have discovered so 

far with her. 

Becky Sheldon also reminded me of Dr Suzanne Seymour’s project on the Strutts family and 

their involvement with slavery and anti-slavery through the cotton industry. Her project was a 

collaboration between local communities and the universities of Leicester, Sheffield, Nottingham 

and Derby. The Strutts were non-Conformists and spoke out against slavery in parliament. 

Lorna uncovered other useful information about the kind of petitions collected through the 1830s 

across Derbyshire. 

In 1830 the population for the whole country was 12 million. There had been a petition against 

slavery from Chesterfield in 1828.  In 1830 there was a ladies’ petition against slavery signed by 

187,000.  

In 1833 the Sixth Duke of Devonshire had sponsored a petition which included signatories from 

the female inhabitants of Derby, the Wesleyan Methodists of Bakewell, Ashbourne, Baslow and 

was presented together with ninety-five other petitions from different locations. 

In April 1845 an anti-slavery meeting was held in Derby. The Sixth Duke of Devonshire was the 

patron. 

Fund raising activities were taking place in Sheffield through the 1840s, with local women taking 

significant roles on committees. These middle-class women educated themselves on the 

implications of slavery and highlighted the dreadful conditions on slave ships. By this time slaves 

were being transported from India and the Chinese mainland as well as Africa. 

 It will be fascinating to follow the stories of these women who campaigned for these just causes, 

and we hope to do that in the future when we can visit archives once more. 
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A MYSTERY ITEM!!   CAN YOU HELP?? 

Do you know what this item is?   Or do you have any suggestions? 

It is made of leather which has been stuffed to be quite firm. There 

are holes punched in a regular pattern on one side. The straps are 

also of leather and there is a buckle fastener. 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW.  THANK YOU! 
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Museum Development East Midlands MDEM. 

MDEM are incredibly supportive of museums throughout the East Midlands 

offering training, advice, support, and grants. 

Following a training, networking course via zoom on safe opening of museums, we 

received a generous grant of £1,500 in 2020. The training helped build our 

confidence in planning for opening, whilst the grant helped with the purchase of 

assorted items of PPE, masks, hand gel and dispensers, plastic aprons, cleaning 

materials, marker tapes and clear signage to help us promote the museum as a 

safe place to visit. 

MDEM have a new logo this year and following a suggestion by George Challenger 

we have acknowledged MDEM on our new sign which is placed at the bottom of 

the footpath from Church Lane. 

Thank you MDEM for your continued support to the Old House Museum. 
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Message from George Challenger 
 

Roly Smith, one our members, has authored an interesting book ‘Walking Class 

Heroes’ about 18 people who campaigned for access to the countryside, particularly 

the Peak moorlands. He knew a few them including Tom Stephenson the founder 

of the Pennine Way. 

Available from Amazon early February. 

 

 
 

Unexpected news 
 

"Keith How 

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden death of our friend and loyal 

volunteer, Keith How on Tuesday 26th January.  

Keith was an enthusiastic and generous member of the volunteer team and he will 

be remembered particularly for his contribution to the arts and music events that 

he organised for the museum.     

We send our sincere condolences to Keith's wife Sue and to their son and daughter 

and their families." 
 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all contributors this month. 

Anita and the trustees 
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