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What your Trustees and Museum Committee Members have been up to.  
 
Whilst in some ways the past few months may have appeared a somewhat grey, featureless and monotonous 
landscape, quite a lot has been going on within the Society and at the Old House and this is a good 
opportunity for me to bring you up to date on some our progress and achievements.      
 
In my previous update I said we hoped we might have everything in place to open to the public in 
September. With a (not inconsiderable) degree of expenditure on safety equipment to 
ensure Covid compliance, supported by large amounts of effort, enthusiasm and 
support from Anita, the members of the Museum Committee, fellow trustees and 
several volunteers who felt confident to return to the cause, we managed to open on 
three days a week from 9th September until 31st October. This was clearly 
appreciated by the public as we welcomed them in numbers at least equal to those of 
more normal times! We had been invited to be a local host of the "Where's Wally" 
children's book reading promotion and fortunately our open period included this 
national initiative and helped us bring a lot of fun to a lot of children and their parents 
who came to visit. Perhaps this shows that the lockdowns have emphasised just how important visitor 
attractions such as ours are. 
 

********** 
 
As you know the Board decided on the need to increase subscriptions from January 2021, a decision not 
taken lightly and we thank you for renewing your membership which we believe continues to give good 
value. The pandemic has of course adversely affected our financial position and despite a small amount of 
income from trading during the period we were open and some grant aid, we are having to draw on reserves 
to meet some costs. Thank you therefore for continuing to support our Society in one way or another. 
 
The Board met formally in September and November and we can confirm that the results of the postal and 
email vote to adopt the 2019 Report and Accounts were unanimously in favour which enabled us to submit 
them to the Charity Commission in good time. This effectively concluded the 2020 AGM business for the 
unincorporated charity. Thanks to those of you who helped by voting.  
 
We also recognised and agreed that to hold the inaugural AGM for the new charity at present is not 
practicable and also that as the new charity was essentially "dormant" for 2019 there was nothing significant 
to report. We agreed therefore to hold this AGM by August 2021 although depending on what happens in 
respect of the pandemic it is more likely to happen during April. We have notified the Charity Commission 
of this and have their acknowledgment.  

At the September meeting we agreed to keep the remainder of the 2020/2021 Talks programme under review 
although when we met in November, we reluctantly decided to cancel those remaining (January to March) 
due to continuing uncertainty and Government regulation. We desperately need volunteers to come forward 
to organise the future Talks programme. Please get in touch if you would like to help with this. 
 
The other significant item relating to governance continues to be the transfer of the assets from the old 
charity to the new, incorporated CIO. As a reminder, the Old House has never been registered at the Land 
Registry and this needs to happen before we can transfer it to the new charity and formally close the old one; 
we instructed solicitors months ago to undertake this process but we continue to experience significant 
delays in the process of registration.     

 
********** 
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Implementation of the Arts Council England project is almost complete. The gallery of images showing 
Bakewell during the pandemic has already been uploaded to the new website. All being well by the time you 
read this, the series of filmed interviews recording poignant aspects of how some of our local businesses and 
residents have coped during the pandemic of 2020 will also be on the re-designed website. Have a look at: 
www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk 
	

We	will	also	have	available	a	vocal	recording	of	the	delightful	and	exclusive	
arrangement	of	the	folk	song	"The	Bakewell	Witches",	parts	of	which	will	enhance	
some	of	the	QR	(quick	response)	codes	installed	in	each	of	the	museum's	rooms	
and	which	will	give	our	visitors	the	opportunity	to	learn	more	about	our	offering.	
Anita	is	now	working	hard	leading	the	demanding	task	of	drafting	and	submitting	
the	final	report	to	Arts	Council	England.	This	will	confirm	and	justify	what	we	have	
achieved	and	demonstrate	how	we	have	complied	with	all	requirements	and	
enables	the	final	tranche	of	the	grant	to	be	released	to	us.	

This	project	has	been	challenging	but	I	think	most	of	us	involved	would	agree	it's	been	enjoyable	at	the	same	
time.	As	I	described	last	time,	this	exciting	project,	supported	by	our	upgraded	IT,	wifi	and	telephone	equipment	
has	enabled	us	to	offer	an	enhanced	experience	for	our	visitors	giving	them	the	option	to	use	their	smart	
phones	and	find	more	information	on	our	revised	website.	At	the	same	time	we	have	produced	an	oral	history	
for	posterity,	an	interesting,	informative	and	moving	film	record	of	life	in	and	around	the	town	during	these	
strange	times.	A	great	legacy.		

**********	

On a more personal note some of my own ups and downs! 
Almost all classic car runs this year were cancelled ......so our 1957 MG Magnette saloon has not 
clocked up many miles in 2020. I sold my 1949 classic Ferguson 20 tractor and so have space in the 
shed and money in the bank. However our septic tank is failing and needs replacement - money down 
the drain there then! Mandy and I were randomly selected to take part in the Office for National 
Statistics Covid 19 survey and so take regular swab tests. Oh! and of course, England won the 
Autumn Nations Cup Rugby competition.   

 
Thank you for staying with us and for your continuing support. I look forward to meeting you all again 
during 2021 when I hope we will be able to do so safely.    
 
Stephen Coates 
9th December, 2020      
	

	

PLEASE	NOTE	AN	AMENDMENT	TO	AN	ARTICLE	PUBLISHED	IN	OUR	SEPTEMBER	2020	NEWSLETTER	

Red Ribbon Time at Bakewell’s Old House Museum: Lord Edward opens new gallery 

Unfortunately the context for this press release wasn’t given. It was the end of a piece I wrote on the Recent 
History of The Old House and should have the following introduction: 

Following years of implementation of the major project funded mainly by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Lord Edward Manners, patron of Bakewell & District Historical Society, officially opened the new gallery 
on 23rd September 2010. 

George Challenger	
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No tasty soup from our Soup Dragon (AKA Alan Martin) in 2020, 
thanks to You-Know-What, but our editor thought we might like 
a different sort of recipe for January 2021 – something that in no 
way resembled turkey!  So here’s what the S.D. came up with:                                                                                                                

 

       Asparagus, Prawn and Pea Risotto,  

Serves 6 

8 tblsp olive oil 

2 medium leeks, halved, finely chopped 

500g Carnaroli or Arborio rice 

200m dry white wine 

1.5 litres hot veg stock 

250g fine asparagus spears sliced diagonally into 2cm lengths. 

250g defrosted frozen peas 

60g salted butter, cubed, + 40g for frying 

60g grated pecorino cheese 

12 large raw peeled king prawns, deveined 

Salt, black pepper 

 

• Heat oil in heavy-based saucepan or high-sided frying pan over med heat.  Add leeks, fry 5 
– 10mins until softened, stir frequently. 

• Add rice, fry about 3 mins stirring, until grains are coated and shiny.  Pour wine over, let it 
bubble 1- 2 mins or until evaporated. 

• Add 3 ladles stock, bring to simmer. Stir continuously until liquid absorbed.  Stir in 
asparagus and peas. 

• Continue to add rest of stock in same way until rice is cooked but still has slight bite – 
about 18 mins.  You may not need all the stock. 

• Remove pan from heat.  Add butter cubes and pecorino, stir for about 30 secs until creamy.  
Season with S and P and keep warm. 

• Heat remaining butter in med frying pan over high heat. As soon as butter starts to sizzle 
add prawns, fry for about 1 min each side.  Season with S and P. 

• To serve:  spoon risotto onto warmed plates, place prawns on top. 
 
This comes highly recommended by wife of Soup Dragon - - - - -  Jane Martin 
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Historical Society Summer Lunch 2021 

As you will remember we had to cancel our usual New 
Year Lunch arrangements, for obvious reasons.  This was 
discussed with Chairman Stephen and with Iain at East 
Lodge with whom we had a provisional booking for 
January 2021. We decided to cross fingers and toes and 
transfer the booking to June 2021, still provisional of 
course.  Who knows where things will be by then? – but at 
least we have something to look forward to, all being well. 

If the weather is good we shall be able to stroll in the delightful gardens at East lodge, which are 
an added attraction. 

So this is where we stand at the moment: 

Date:    Monday 28th June 2021 

Place:  East Lodge Hotel, Rowsley 

Time:   12.30 for 1.00 pm TBC 

Price:   £27.95p  per head.  (less than £1 increase on last time) 
This is mainly for your information only at the moment. It is obviously too soon to be making menu 
choices.  HOWEVER we should like some idea of numbers so would be grateful if you could fill in 
the slip below and send it to Jo Longland James, c/o the Old House Museum, Cunningham Place, 
Bakewell  DE45 1DD by the end of February 2021                                   No cheques yet please. 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

The next Society newsletter comes out in May and will contain further information plus menu 
choices etc.  Meanwhile you can get out your new 2021 diary and enter the above date – how 
exciting to have something to put in the diary!!! 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

I/We should like to come to the Bakewell and District Historical Society Lunch at East Lodge on 
Monday 28th June 2021. 

Name/s  …………………………………………………………………………… 

 

I/We should like to be seated with …………..................................................................................... 

          Jane Martin and Jo Longland James  
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Quiz	time 
 

A quiz for all of us missing being able to go out for a walk  

All these places are in Derbyshire and/or the Peak District. 

 

1. German children – and a boy.  

2. A sense of optimism in this dale.  

3. Nearly a pile of coins, next to a rowan.  

4. Teach horse to get sorted, Don Whillans is here!  

5. Hurry up and find a water source underground!  

6. Sounds like an extended stretch of beach.  

7. Theresa or Brian are going to the Orient backwards.  

8. Girl End got muddled before a crossing place.  

9. Old record in ale.  

10. A cow giving birth.  

11. Halfway down the traffic light before the entrance.  

12. The sea movements doing OK!  

13. A muddled lone castle is a useful parking place.  

14. Outlaw’s step. 

15. Wan care’s rotting, sort it out for a ST property. 

16. Hyssop swaps young for old café and bookshop.  

17. Herby cattle fodder.  

18. This place, gone over, had done enough inside.  

19. Sheep play where lions put their cars.  

20. Wise man goes after moorland plant, but not with ecstasy.  
 

By Cathy S April 2020.  Kindly sent in by Denise Wills. 
 

I was going to make you wait until the next edition of the newsletter for the answers, but as it’s Christmas I took 
pity on impatient people like me. So… see the last page of the newsletter for the answers – although, no cheating of 
course. 
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Land	Girls	in	WWII	by	Nicky	Crewe	 
	

The	Women’s	Land	Army	was	a	civilian	organisation	created	so	that	women	could	work	in	agriculture	
during	World	War	One.	It	had	been	set	up	in	1917	and	was	disbanded	after	the	war.		

It	was	reformed	in	1939,	in	recognition	of	the	realisation	that	a	lot	of	food	was	
imported.	Farmers	needed	labour	to	grow	and	harvest	enough	food	for	the	home	
market.	It	was	also	important	that	more	land	was	given	over	to	agriculture,	and	a	
Women’s	Land	Army	could	be	an	enormous	support	to	these	new	initiatives.	

Some	of	us	may	be	aware	that	land	was	turned	over	to	farming	and	market	
gardening	on	a	huge	scale	and	people	were	encouraged	to	Dig	for	Victory.	When	I	
worked	in	the	Greater	Manchester	Archives	a	perennially	favourite	WW2	
photograph	was	of	a	woman	tending	cabbage	patches	in	Piccadilly	Gardens!	

Originally the girls and women who joined the Land Army did so as 
volunteers, but by 1941 they could be conscripted.  
At the peak in 1944 there were more than 80,000 Land Girls.  

The majority were recruited from cities and part of the appeal was the 
imagined healthy lifestyle. I’m sure the countryside felt safer than the 
industrial cities and London too.  
Some were billeted with local families, some lived on the farms where they 
worked and others lived in specially created hostels. There were 700 hostels 
by 1944, with 22,000 Land Girls in residence. These different living 
arrangements could make the difference between isolation and loneliness or 
comradeship and support. Friendships were made that lasted long after the 
War.  
Land Girls were paid directly by the farmer, and were also paid less than men 
for equivalent work, which isn’t surprising for the times. 
They worked hard for their 28 shillings a week, with half deducted for rent 

and board. It was a 50 hour week in summer and a 48 hour week in winter.  
They didn’t get paid holidays until the introduction of the Land Girls’ Charter in 1943, which gave 
them a week’s paid holiday and raised the minimum wage. 
As	can	be	imagined,	their	working	lives	were	varied.	Some	thrived	on	the	exercise,	fresh	air	and	social	
freedom	and	others	found	it	exhausting	and	without	enjoyment.	

Some	farmers	provided	good	food	and	plenty	of	it,	but	others	didn’t.	Some	of	the	
Land	Girls	got	training	opportunities	and	promotion.	Others	were	thrown	in	at	
the	deep	end.	Some	worked	in	horticulture,	including	the	kitchen	gardens	of	
grand	private	houses,	and	even	Kew	Gardens.	Some	learnt	about	dairy	farming	
and	management	of	horses,	still	used	extensively	in	agriculture.	Many	learnt	to	
ride	a	bike	for	the	first	time,	and	some	were	even	trusted	to	drive	tractors.		

There	was	a	Forestry	branch.	The	Women’s	Timber	Corps	was	set	up	in	1942,	producing	pit	props	for	the	
coal	mines	and	telegraph	poles.	There	were	6,000	‘Lumber	Jills’.	

Some	were	rat	catchers,	a	role	that	attracted	a	higher	wage.	Anti-Vermin	Squads	killed	foxes,	rabbits	and	
moles	as	well	as	rats.	An	estimated	50	million	rats	could	destroy	a	lot	of	food	and	fodder,	and	there	were	
rumours	that	two	girls	held	the	record	of	exterminating	12,000	rats	in	a	year!	

Some Land Girls had a great social life, especially if they were billeted near to the American air 
bases. A shandy at the pub was acceptable in some of the villages and there were dances to go to 
in the small towns. There was a freedom that girls in their late teens and early twenties wouldn’t 
have enjoyed living at home, and might have been impossible in heavily bombed cities.  
Sometimes they worked alongside prisoners of war, with the Italian ones recognised as the most 
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flirtatious. There were 40,000 of them helping out in agriculture.  
Other city dwellers would volunteer in the evenings after work or for short working holidays. Hop 
picking in Kent was traditionally done by families from London. Think of The Darling Buds of 
May. I know young office workers from Manchester cycled out to the Cheshire market gardens and 
farms to help out on summer evenings after work.  
Reading	through	interviews	on	the	BBC	website.	The	People’s	War,	it’s	clear	that	many	were	both	pleased	
with	and	proud	of	their	uniforms.	Photographs	of	Land	Girls	are	some	of	the	most	enduring	images	of	the	
Home	Front.	They	were	issued	with	corduroy	or	whipcord	breeches,	green	jerseys,	cream	shirts,	brown	
felt	hats,	long	socks	and	strong	shoes,	topped	by	a	single	breasted	khaki	three-quarter	length	coat.	
Wellingtons	and	a	waterproof	coat	were	also	provided.	By	all	accounts	they	wore	a	lot	less	in	the	hot	
summers!	

Reading first hand interviews there is a sense that there was a lack of recognition for the part 
played by the Women’s Land Army after the war. In spite of the name and the fact of conscription, 
they were not acknowledged in the way the Armed Services were. Eventually a medal was given, 
but not until late in the day. Only in 2000 were they invited to march past the Cenotaph on 
Remembrance Sunday. The last march past was in 2013.  
A special Veterans’ Badge wasn’t awarded to surviving Land Army members until 2008.  
In 2014 a memorial was unveiled to the WLA and WTC at the National Memorial Arboretum. 
Some of you may have seen it.  
Two of my aunts were Land Girls and they never lost their love of the outdoors. Neither married 
and one in particular was passionate about nature and wildlife. Her enthusiasm and knowledge 
had a huge influence on me as a child.  
If I was asked, Land Girls or Bletchley Park, I’d definitely choose Land Girl! 
Interestingly in these Covid 19 times there’s been a new Land Army initiative, and  
apparently 11,000 people had signed up by the end of March, but I have seen very little about its 
progress.  
Photographs	of	a	'Dig	for	Victory'	leaflet	and	'Allotment	Plot'	have	been	sent	in	by	George	Challenger	

 
To hear the personal story of Land Army girl Agnes Wilson (part one) click 
on this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi6iomFFgYY  
Agnes	was	a	much	loved	volunteer	at	the	museum	for	a	number	of	years,	she	
sadly	passed	away	in	2015.	I	have	very	fond	memories	of	Agnes,	her	soft	voice	
and	the	most	beautiful	complexion,	soft	and	rosy	cheeked.	Possibly	a	result	of	her	
Land	Army	days.	The	photograph	right,	sent	in	by	Agnes's	daughter	Catherine	
who	has	listened	to	the	interview,	shows	Agnes	(middle)	in	her	working	uniform.		

Nicky	Crewe	
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Amazing	New	Technology		at	the	Old	House	Museum!	

While most of us were hunkered down keeping warm and safe at home 
over the last few months a dedicated team of brilliant tech-minded Society 
members were beavering away at the museum hauling the place into the 
21st century technology-wise.  The details of this will be found elsewhere, 

but, generalising, our website will be improved beyond measure, office equipment will be up-dated 
and the visitor experience will be vastly improved.  (You’ll remember that we had various grants to 
help with all this). 

Now, many of you, I’m sure, have come across lovely Craig from Wish Computers Ltd who comes 
to the rescue of non-techies like me when our computers misbehave. (also his colleague Graham, 
another angel).  I believe a number of us recommended the company to Anita, and Craig has been 
consultant to the Museum ever since. 

Recently I had need of Craig’s help here at home; while he was here he was telling me that he’d 
been up to the Museum and was extremely impressed with all the new technology. Apparently his 
work takes him to sundry office blocks and work places which are full of computer stuff, but the 
museum is now streets ahead of all of them.  He was intrigued by the contrast between the age of 
the house and all the very up-to-date technology within it!                                              

Jane Martin 
	

EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 

At	last	a	date	for	our	diaries	Bakewell	and	District	Historical	Society		Summer	Lunch	2021	will	be	held	
on	Monday	28th	June	2021	at	East	Lodge	Hotel,	Rowsley.	See	details	on	page	5	of	this	newsletter 

	
BAKEWELL & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY  PROGRAMME 2021 

 

AT PRESENT NO TALKS ARE ARRANGED 
 

 

RECIPES FROM THE PAST 

Modern Practical Cookery was produced by Allied Newspapers Ltd, (1940s?)  

Originally given to my mum, I imagine around the time she was married, it’s a 

fascinating book full of recipes, hints and tips, but very much a book of its time.  

This was in an era where your Chamois Leather Gloves should be cleaned by 

squeezing them ‘in tepid water containing one teaspoonful of olive oil. When 

clean you are instructed to rinse by squeezing again in soapy water, as soap 

helps keep them pliable. Then, hang them up wet, out of doors on a glove 

stretcher.’ I must search out my glove stretcher... 

It was also a time when any ‘Clever Hostess’ should ensure that, ‘If your dining-room has a polished floor, it 

is a wise precaution to provide your maid with rubber heels to her shoes.’                                     Joyce Janes 
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Notes from White Watsons diaries 
 

Part	two	(continued	from	Septembers	newsletter)		 	 	 				 

The following extracts are taken from the diary of White Watson F.L.S, a sculptor, mineralogist, antiquarian, 
geologist and author of Derbyshire Strata who died in 1835 They deal with Haddon and the Dukes of 
Rutland and were printed as the sixth in a series of articles on the writings of White Watson in the High 
Peak News of 1926.The paper thought  that in view of the decision of the 9th Duke to live at Haddon Hall 
around this time, it would be read with particular interest.  

His Grace the fourth Duke of Rutland, whilst serving in Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, and to which office he 

was appointed in February 1784, died in his residence in Phoenix Park. 

Extract from “The London Chronicle” 24th October1787 “ on Sunday night two passengers arrived in the town 

with dispatches from Mr Hamilton, for Mr Pitt and Lord Sydney containing the melancholy intelligence of the 

death of his excellency the Duke of Rutland Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the particulars of which are as 

follows:- His Excellency a day or two after his return to his residence in Phoenix Park from his late tour 

through Ireland complained of being feverish and upon physicians being consulted, their opinion was that owing to 

the violent living his Grace was obliged to submit to, during an excursion of three months together with hard 

riding, his blood was extremely heated. Let it too be added that his Grace travelled frequently 70 miles a day 

on horseback, during his absence. On the tenth inst., eight days after the aforementioned, his Excellency’s 

malady increased, so as to confine him to his chamber. The best skill was instantly called in, among whom Dr 

Quinn, Mr Neal the surgeon, and others of the faculty, are to be noticed. His disorder growing more violent, 

the Doctors Warren and Knox were sent to, and the latter gentleman was actually on his way to Holyhead when 

the intelligence arrived. Skill however could have been of little avail. His Excellency died on Wednesday, a 

little past nine in the evening. His body was opened early the next morning when his liver appeared so much 

decayed and wasted as to render his recovery impossible. During the Duke’s illness, amongst the friends who 

scarcely left his Grace’s chamber, or ante room, Mr Finch and Mr Hamilton his secretary are to be mentioned. 

His Grace of Rutland met his death with most philosophic composure, he was sensible of his approaching end for 

many hours proceeding his dissolution: he expressed a wish to see the Duchess, but added to Mr Quinn “ In point 

of time it will be impossible I must therefore be content to die with her image before my mind’s eye”. A 

circumstance attending the above calamity, which is to be highly regretted is that Her Grace the Duchess of 

Rutland set out on Sunday morning at 12 o’clock from the Duchess of Beaufort’s on her way to Holyhead and 

proposed to travel night and day; and what adds to the mortification is that although three couriers were on the 

road with the unpleasant intelligence aforementioned, they all missed Her Grace, owing to her taking the 

Huntingdon road. A messenger was however dispatched last night by the Duchess of Beaufort to bring her back. 

His Excellency was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland on the 11th, of February 1784, and is the first 

Viceroy to that Kingdom who ever died whilst holding office. In point of splendour, real power and dignity, the 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland comes nearer to the grandeur and majesty of a King, than any viceroy in the universe. 

His Grace’s popularity in Ireland will occasion a general concern throughout the Kingdom. The Duke has been 

embalmed, and will lie in state for a certain time, after which he will be brought to England and solemnly 

interred at Bottisford with his ancestors”       Mandy	Coates	 	
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Bakewell and District Historical Society 
Cunningham Place 

Bakewell 
DE45 1DD 

Tel: 01629 813642 
bakewellmuseum@gmail.com 

www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk 
The Old House Museum, Bakewell 

 

Application for Membership 
 
I/We wish to join the above society 
 
Title                 First name                                Surname 
 
Address 
 
Postcode 
 
Telephone:       Email: 
 
Annual Subscription:   £15 for one member/£20 for two members at same address 
 
We would prefer you to pay your subscription by standing order. Please complete the attached 
form and return it to the membership secretary, or if you use online banking our details are:  
 
Account:                  Bakewell and District Historical Society 
Sort Code:               08 92 99 
Account number:    65881497 
 
Membership Secretary: Barbara Birley, 17 Edge View Drive, Great Longstone, DE45 1PB 
 
Gift Aid 
 
I would like the Bakewell and District Historical Society to treat my subscription as a Gift Aid 
donation and any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years. 
  
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains 
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to 
pay any difference.  
 
 
Signature__________________________________  Date _____________________ 
 
 
Please notify the Membership Secretary if you:  
· want to cancel this declaration  
· change your name or home address  
· no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
 
If	you	pay	Income	Tax	at	the	higher	or	additional	rate	and	want	to	receive	the	additional	tax	relief	due	to	you,	you	must	
include	all	your	Gift	Aid	donations	on	your	Self-Assessment	tax	return	or	ask	HM	Revenue	and	Customs	to	adjust	your	tax	
code.	
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Bakewell & District Historical Society                                                                           
Bakewell Old House Museum 

Cunningham Place 
Bakewell 

DE45 1DD 
 

Tel. 01629 813642                                      
bakewellmuseum@gmail.com               
www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk 

Charity	Number	1184842	
STANDING	ORDER	
To:	(Name	of	Bank,	Branch	and	Address)	
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
	
Please	pay	The	Co-operative	Bank,	PO	Box	250,	Delf	House,	Southway,	Skelmersdale,	WN8	6WT	
for	the	credit	of	BAKEWELL	&	DISTRICT	HISTORICAL	SOCIETY,	Account	Number	65881497,	
Sort	Code	08	92	99	immediately	and	thereafter	annually	commencing	1	January	2021,	until	further	
notice	the	sum	of	(£15	single	membership	£20	for	two	people	at	the	same	address)	
	
£	………………											(……………………………………………………….)	(write	sum	in	words)	
	
and	debit	my	Account	Number	……………………………………………………………	accordingly.	
	
Sort	Code:	……………………………………………..	

	
THIS	STANDING	ORDER	SUPERSEDES	ANY	PREVIOUS	STANDING	ORDER		

TO	BAKEWELL	&	DISTRICT	HISTORICAL	SOCIETY	
	
Name	and	initials	(Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)				
	
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
	
Signature		
	
	
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	
	
	
Date	………………………………………………………………………….	
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A	brief	history	of	pubs	and	inn	signs	(continued	from	the	September	newsletter)	

My	previous	article	mentioned	the	origin	of	some	signs	on	inns,	pubs,	and	taverns,	since	those	early	days	inn	signs	
have	blossomed.	This	country	has	a	splendid	open	air	art	gallery	and	the	sign	paintings	probably	have	more	viewers	
than	those	in	an	art	gallery.		

 
Signs	come	in	all	shapes	and	sizes,	the	Green	Man	and	Black’s	Head	sign	in	Ashbourne	stretches	across	the	road	and	
is	what	is	known	as	a	gallows	sign,	one	of	only	ten	surviving.	This	type	of	sign	became	quite	elaborate,	one	example	
being	the	White	Hart	in	Scole,	Norfolk,	erected	in	the	late	seventeenth	century,	which	had	twenty	life	size	figures	in	
its	design.	A	few	years	later	one	of	these	enormous	signs	in	London	pulled	down	the	front	of	the	house	to	which	it	
was	attached,	and	two	people	were	killed	as	it	crashed	into	the	street.	Later	a	law	was	passed	ordering	all	such	
structures	that	were	considered	unsafe	to	be	dismantled.	

When	a	sign	is	mentioned	a	local	example	is	given	next	to	it,	whether	or	not	that	is	the	original	name.	

Very	few	licenced	premises,	if	any,	have	survived	without	a	name	change,	often	when	a	new	owner	or	landlord	took	
over.	Who	remembers	the	Hobbit	at	Monyash,	the	Lazy	Landlord	at	Foolow,	and	the	Prancing	Pony	in	Eyam	
(popularly	known	as	the	bonking	donkey)?	The	first	two	have	reverted	to	their	former	name	of	the	Bull’s	Head	whilst	
the	other,	which	was	the	Royal	Oak	has	closed.	

At	one	time	the	population	was	largely	illiterate	and	a	pictorial	sign	would	often	reflect	the	local	occupations	of	the	
area,	for	example	the	Barley	Mow	(Bonsall),	the	Miners’	Arms	(Carsington),	and	the	Limekilns	(Wirksworth).	

This	area	has	a	number	of	inns	showing	the	connexion	with	the	local	landowner	the	Devonshire	
Arms	(Beeley)	and	the	Three	Stags	Heads	(Darley	Bridge),	the	Eyre	Arms	(Hassop),	the	Crewe	and	
Harpur	(Longnor),	and	of	course	Bakewell	has	the	Manners	and	the	Peacock.	In	Buxton	there	is	an	
Eagle	and	Child,	from	the	badge	of	the	Stanleys,	Earls	of	Derby.	If	we	are	to	believe	the	story,	one	
of	the	Stanleys	had	a	wife	who	was	unable	to	bear	a	child,	so	he	had	a	baby	

with	his	mistress.	The	problem	was	how	could	he	persuade	his	wife	to	accept	the	child?	His	
solution	was	to	have	the	baby	left	at	the	foot	of	a	tree	that	had	an	eagle’s	nest	and	he	and	his	
wife	would	just	happen	to	‘find’	the	child	when	they	passed	that	way.	It	was	quite	obvious	that	
the	eagle	had	stolen	the	child	and	he	had	fallen	from	the	nest.	The	wife	was	overjoyed	and	
exclaimed	that	her	prayers	had	been	answered	and	after	some	persuading	Earl	Stanley	
‘reluctantly’	agreed	to	adopt	the	child	as	their	heir.	

Some	religious	signs	were	mentioned	in	the	last	article,	others	include	the	Lamb	(Chinley)	signifying	meekness	and	
purity,	the	Ship	a	reference	to	Noah’s	Ark,	and	the	George	and	Dragon	(Alstonfield)	representing	good	versus	evil.	
Why	have	an	Anchor	(Tideswell)	nowhere	near	the	sea?	It’s	a	Christian	symbol	of	virtue	and	hope,	in	Wirksworth	we	
have	the	Hope	and	Anchor	straight	from	the	Bible,	Hebrews	6:19	‘We	have	this	hope	as	an	anchor	for	the	soul’.	

Another	category	is	Royalty.	Here	is	a	small	selection,	the	Rising	Sun	(Middleton)	was	the	on	arms	of	both	William	II	
and	William	III.	It	was	also	adopted	by	Edward	III	as	well	as	the	Golden	Lion.	The	Feathers	is	one	of	the	variations	
from	the	badge	of	the	Prince	of	Wales.	Richard	II	took	the	Swan,	and	the	Antelope	as	emblems	–the	antelope	
became	the	White	Hart.	John	of	Gaunt	is	responsible	for	the	ubiquitous	Red	Lion	(Bakewell)	whilst	Edward	IV	
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had	the	White	Lion	(Starkholmes).	Royal	signs	disappeared	during	the	time	of	Oliver	Cromwell	and	reappeared	when	
Charles	II	was	restored	to	the	throne.		Charles	II	is	commemorated	by	the	Royal	Oak	(Hurdlow)	as	he	hid	in	the	
Boscabel	Oak	after	his	army	was	defeated	at	Worcester.	He	was	also	known	as	the	Black	Boy	(Heague).	

Interestingly,	Britannia	(Leek)	also	has	a	royal	connexion	the	original	model	being	Frances	Stuart	a	mistress	of	
Charles	II.	Royal	Cottage	on	the	road	between	Buxton	and	Leek	is	reputed	to	be	where	Bonnie	Prince	Charlie	and	the	
Duke	of	Athol	stayed	on	the	foray	into	England	in	1745	although	old	maps	show	the	building	on	the	other	side	of	the	
road!	

The	second	son	of	the	monarch	has	the	title	the	Duke	of	York,	which	leads	us	into	another	group	of	signs	–	war	
heroes.	

	Frederick	Augustus,	Duke	of	York	(Pomeroy)	commanded	the	English	army	in	Flanders	in	1794-5,	the	nursery	rhyme	
was	written	to	mock	his	ineffectual	campaign.	Despite	this	set	back	he	became	an	important	and	competent	
commander.	In	1805	Admiral	Lord	Nelson’s	(Middleton)	fleet	defeated	the	combined	French	and	Spanish	navies	at	
Cape	Trafalgar	to	establish	British	supremacy	at	sea.	More	pubs	are	named	after	Nelson	than	any	other	person.	Ten	
years	later	the	Duke	of	Wellington’s	troops	defeated	Napoleon	at	Waterloo,	another	popular	sign.	The	inn	of	that	
name	in	Biggin	was	built	in	1817	and	the	one	in	Taddington	was	opened	to	serve	the	Ashford	and	Buxton	Turnpike	
about	the	same	time.	Hostelries	with	the	name	the	Crispin	(Great	Longstone)	celebrate	the	victory	of	Henry	V’s	army	
at	Agincourt	on	St	Crispin’s	Day	1415.	Many	signs	have	a	picture	of	a	shoemaker	as	St	Crispin	is	the	patron	saint	of	
cobblers.		

The	Marquis	of	Granby	is	a	courtesy	title	bestowed	on	the	heir	apparent	to	the	Duke	of	
Rutland.	The	one	to	which	the	inn	signs	refer,	there	was	one	at	Bamford,	is	Lt-General	John	
Manners	(1721-	1770)	the	eldest	son	of	the	Duke.	He	was	a	commander	of	the	English	
army,	usually	giving	the	French	a	clout	round	the	ear.	He	generously	set	up	former	soldiers	
as	publicans	and,	naturally,	they	named	their	hostelry	after	him.		The	Alma	is	widespread,	
there	was	one	in	Baslow,	and	remembers	Lord	Raglan’s	army	and	his	French	allies	
defeating	the	Russian	army	during	the	Crimea	war.	The	Alma	is	a	river	where	the	fighting	
took	place	and	gave	rise	not	just	to	inn	signs	but	a	new	girls’	name.	

																																																																																																											To	be	continued…					Spike										

SMIDGENS 
In	these	days	of	Covid	19	infection,	endless	washing	of	hands,	sanitising	and	social	distancing,	when	
you	do	bump	into	friends	and	indulge	in	a	little	chopsing,	be	sure	not	to	tally	long	and	get	clusumped.	
And	under	no	circumstances	must	you	engage	in	even	the	briefest	croodle	with	anyone! 
CHOPSING chattering gossiping,  
CLUSUMPED when the fingers are so cold that there’s no feeling,  
 

CROODLE to huddle together 
 
PLEASE	NOTE	NEW	CONTACT	EMAIL	ADDRESSES	FOR	ANITA	AND	THE	OFFICE	AT	THE	OLD	HOUSE	MUSEUM	
anita@bakewellhistory.com	
office@bakewellhistory.org.uk	
As	of	21st	December	2020	the	old	gmail/google	addresses	will	no	longer	be	in	use	
	
DO	YOU	KNOW	JANUARY…	
	

The	name	for	January	comes	from	the	Roman	god,	Janus,	who	is	always	depicted	with	two	heads.		
He	uses	one	head	to	look	back	on	the	year	before,	and	the	other	head	to	look	forward	into	the	New	Year!		

(I	think	most	of	us	will	be	looking	forward	hoping	2021	allows	us	more	freedom	than	2020)	
Historical	names	for	January	include	“Wulfmonath,”	which	came	from	the	Anglo-Saxons	because	it	was	the	

month	hungry	wolves	would	come	scavenging.	King	Charlemagne	called	it		
“Wintermanoth”	meaning	“winter/cold	month.” 	
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Roy Fox by George Challenger 
 

 
Roy Fox died recently. He was in his 90s.  
 
Though not a member of B&DHS some of us found his recollections of 
Bakewell as it was in the middle of the last century very useful. 
  
He worked at DP Batteries. He wrote an article about it in the 2007 journal and 
gave a few items to add to the museum’s collection on the subject. 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     George Challenger 

  

	

The first is from the church 
tower and shows Mrs 
Webster’s washing in her front 
garden. 
	

After she had moved out, and the Historical 
Society had been given the southern 
cottages, her front door was used to take 
rubble out. Work was being done to extend 
the museum from it being just in the parlour. 
The great fireplace (Mrs Webster’s pantry) 
had been discovered by Charles Bradbury 
in 1956. 
	

	

	

A fancy second - hand 
window replaced the door. 
	

In turn it was replaced in 1984 by a Butterley 
Company cast iron window found on the 
premises. It was also used as a template for 
replacements (including two in this view) for 5 
nondescript windows whose sizes showed that 
there had been Butterley windows. Another 
original Butterley window from Arkwright’s 
conversion is in situ upstairs in this view	
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BOOKSHELF – NEW BOOKS BY LOCAL WRITERS 
 

Peak District Pubs by Andrew McCloy explores the history of Peak District pubs 
 
With pubs under the spotlight at the moment, a new book traces the 
evolution of the Peak District 'local' from traditional ale house to 
modern road house.  
Full of anecdotes, unusual facts and 160 current and archive photos, 
the book delves into the history of over 200 much-loved pubs, inns and 
taverns throughout the Peak District. There are chapters on pub 
names, local customs and haunted pubs; and details of over 400 
hostelries that have closed. The book also looks at how today's pubs 
are responding to current challenges, through new community pubs, 
micropubs and brew pubs. 
Peak District Pubs: a pint-sized social history by Andrew 
McCloy is published by Gritstone Publishing at £11.99 and is 
available from local shops, or on-line via https://gritstonecoop.co.uk/ 

where it's currently at a discount launch price of £9.99 including p&p. 
Youlgrave-based author Andrew McCloy has written and edited over 20 books including 

subjects such as the Pennine Way, Roman Britain and the Peak District Boundary Walk. He 
is currently Chair of the Peak District National Park Authority. 
 

 

Discover Stoney Middleton by Graham Armitage 

Writing History as if Ordinary People Mattered  

Some time ago I set out on a project that I thought might take a 
year or so. About six years later I found myself holding a copy 
of a book entitled ‘Discover Stoney Middleton. A History of a 
Forgotten Village.’ It had my name on it and a rather old and, 
by now, very flattering photograph on the back. 

The original idea came about when I discovered that most 
of the local Peak District villages (Bakewell, Castleton, 
Tideswell etc) had their histories ‘out there’ whereas the last 
history of Stoney Middleton had been written about one 
hundred years ago by a local school headmaster, Thomas 
Cowan. 

Mr. Cowan's history is still available and I drew on it quite 
considerably but it is not as extensive as it might be and there 
was, of course, the small matter of the twentieth century which 
had passed since his work was published. 

Another major source were the delightful diaries of local resident Tom Carter who 
worked in the boot and shoe industry all his life. In addition there was another massive 
source of information, albeit perhaps not quite so obvious, in the form of the memories of 
the residents of Stoney. For some reason people in Stoney Middleton tend to live into their 
nineties with great regularity so there were people who could remember most of the 
century including both world wars (albeit with the first conflict memories were more based 
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on what their parents had told them). 
So there we are (I say we because I could not have done this without the help of Colin 

Hall and everyone at the Stoney Middleton Heritage Centre) with plenty of material but 
what sort of book to write? Well most of the history books I have read have been based 
around Kings, Queens and Wars with no mention of the people around at the time who did 
most of the heavy lifting.  

I was also reminded of an early Woody Allen film ‘War and Peace’ (a skit on Tolstoy's 
masterpiece) in which Woody's character is arguing with fellow Russian troops about the 
relative merits of the Tsar and Napoleon and taking a ‘plague on both their houses’ view. 
When challenged on who he thinks should be in charge he replies ‘Well, how about the 
peasants -they're the ones you go to if you want anything done.’  

Armed with these fine thoughts I set about producing something which looked at the 
lives of the majority of people who don't make the history books. As a result we have a 
chapter on the strike in the Boot and Shoe industry which took place between 1918 and 
1920. We have a quotation from the records of the 49th Squadron of the RAF about the 
death of Sergeant Leslie James Caldwell in a bombing raid over Germany. 
We have extensive details of the operation of the Miners Friendly Society in the 19th 
century. We have, as stated, the extensive recollections of Tom Carter concerning the boot 
and shoe trade and village life in general including this magnificent poetic gem.  

 
Christmas morning was a complete transformation, an extra keen hoar 

frost. Mr Shaw reported eleven degrees of frost. And it produced an intensely 
beautiful effect on the trees. The Avenue was formed into a white Fairyland. 
Many were the exclamations "Have you ever seen it so grand before". You 
instinctively halted every now and then to take it all in. A plum tree which stood 
alone in Mrs F's garden was as though it was smothered in bloom. A low 
growing shrub with smooth reddish leaves was a real gem. The surface of the 
leaves seemed too smooth for the frost crystals to build on but the serrations 
formed a distinct white line of pearly-white jewels. "Wouldn't a brooch like that 
be nice," said one of the girls. Carol Singing we went to the usual places in the 
afternoon, The Avenue and Calver, but did not go to Froggatt an attempt to 
begin the evening programme, which we did and finished about 8.15 p.m." 
Tom could have been a writer in more enlightened times I am sure. 

 
Most of all though we have the recordings. We asked a number of local residents to 
consent to be interviewed and most agreed. 

So Gladys Barker told us about working at Calver Mill for 28 years doing every job 
imaginable, about meeting her husband at a dance in Eyam, about attending sing-songs at 
the Royal Oak and Grouse pubs (both no longer with us) and of possibly seeing a ghost in 
Calver. 

So Cesare Dati described his experiences as a POW in the prison camp in Stoney 
during World War Two including the generous regime that allowed him to court young 
ladies in Sheffield. 

So Lois Bekeris  talked about meeting her husband Johnny ,a displaced person from 
Latvia who also found his way to the camp (albeit it was not a prison by this time) and 
eventually settled with her in the village. 

So the Longden family fascinated us by describing the backbreaking work of farming 
at Farnsley Lane before the Second World War.Kerry Longden in particular told us about 
her father muck-spreading with his bare hands! 
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In addition we were treated to what is probably the classic Stoney anecdote involving 
a gentleman who worked in one of the village's many quarries who was asked by the 
foreman to clean out the latrines. "Aye, I'll clean 'em out " he replied and promptly threw a 
stick of dynamite down the aforementioned facilities. The result of the subsequent 
explosion surely does not need to be described in detail. 

Sadly this is the merest fraction of the stories we collected and I would stress that the 
book does cover the involvement of more well-known families ,such as the Cavendish and 
Denman families -the latter in particular contributing to village history by (it is believed) 
having the so-called Roman Baths built. 
I hope this gives a flavour of what the book attempts and, at the risk of a plug, it is available 
from most local book shops, the Moon Inn in Stoney and at the reduced price of ten 
pounds (retail is 12.99) from me Graham Armitage 

Tel 01433 639639 or email graandles@aol.com 
 

Answers to the Derbyshire Place Names Quiz  
 

Many thanks to Cathy Swinbank of Derbyshire Dales Ramblers who created this quiz and 
gave us permission to use it.  
 

1. Kinder Scout  
2. Hope Valley  
3. Monyash  
4. The Roaches  
5. Speedwell Cavern  
6. Longshaw  
7. Eyam  
8. Grindleford  
9. Belper  
10. Calver  

11. Ambergate  
12. Tideswell  
13. Calton Lees  
14. Robin Hood’s Stride 
15. Carsington Water  
16. Hassop  
17. Parsley Hay  
18. Over Haddon  
19. Pride Park   
20. Hathersage 

	

					 				 	

Thank you to all contributors of articles and photographs published in this edition. 

Please Note 

30th April 2021 is the deadline for articles, photos or suggestions for the next newsletter. 

Send to  joyce.janes.writer@gmail.com 

 

Published by the Bakewell and District Historical Society. The newsletter is distributed to all members of the 
Society. Please note that the Society holds names and addresses on computer to facilitate production of labels. 
These names and addresses will not be passed on to any other organisation without the express authority of the 
members. We are required to inform you of this in order to conform to the provisions of the Data Protection Act. 
	

	

Nicky	looking	round	the		
display	after	recording	some	

of	our	QR	codes	

	
	

	

Mark	and	Sharon	Wakeman	from	
Bakewell	Pet	Supplies	taking	part	in	

our	Covid	project	

	


