
 
1799 Haddon Estate Map re-oriented so N is vertical 

 

In the 18th century, the area which is the bowling 

green today consisted of crofts.  They were arranged 

E-W and had a combined area more than twice that of 

the bowling green today,  However none of these 

crofts belonged to Watson. They belonged to the 

houses/shops on Bridge St to the East. The terrier 

shows No.176 belonged to Daniel Pheasey and 

No.173 to Benjamin Wildgoose.  

It may be that White Watson learnt botany from these 

crofts. The warm stream leaving Bath House would 

flow SSE to the Water Street area.  It could have 

promoted the growth of many crops in the crofts. 

However it is more likely that White Watson’s 

‘Botanical Garden’ was the small garden attached to 

No.155: A house, yard and garden (at) the Baths.  

1969 Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map of Bakewell town 

 

This shows Bath House as a Club.  The Bowling 

Green is shown explicitly.  But White Watson’s 

Botanical Gardens were probably at Bath House 

rather than in the area of Bath Gardens.  

1898 Ordnance Survey 6 inch map of Bakewell 

 

This is typical of the late 19th century maps of 

Bakewell.  They show that the eastern half of the 18th 

century crofts have been built upon and the western 

half of the crofts have been cleared to form a 

communal recreation space.  It was probably used by 

Bakewell’s main school, shaded black.  The space is 

called Bath Gardens on the 1888 map, which shows 

trees along the paths of the garden.  None of the 19th 

century maps explicitly label a bowling green. 

 

The 20th century is represented by the OS map and 

aerial photograph below.  The aerial view has been 

re-oriented so north is up and scaled so that it 

matches the OS map. It has been taken from an angle 

so only the south and east paths are visible.   

However it shows a division where the bowling green 

is today to the north.  There are fewer flower beds 

than at present.  Perhaps the area grew vegetables 

during the war?  The close-up to the right shows a 

shelter to the south of the present bowling pavilion. 

  

1948 Aerial Photo                                                   

               

Ignore the horizontal            A shelter with a roof  

and vertical white lines         similar to that at Bath 

which were marked on          House is by the division  

the original photograph.        in Bath House gardens.
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