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Such	a	great	place	to	visit.	
The	admission	is	very	

reasonable	and	allows	
future	visits	for	a	year	
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We	visited	the	Old	House	Museum	in	Bakewell	during	half	
term	with	our	3	young	children.	They	really	enjoyed	the	rat	
trail,	dressing	up	area	&	the	fact	you	can	actually	touch	

some	of	the	exhibits.	
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A	lovely	friendly	welcome	and	if	you’re	in	Bakewell		go	and	visit	this	wonderful	historical	treasure	
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BDHS Update January 2020 

As members will know, we have been steadily progressing the process of changing from an 
unincorporated charity as an organisation to an incorporated charity (CIO).  

An extraordinary general meeting was held at the Friends meeting House on September 25th 
where members voted unanimously for motions to move to the next stage of incorporation by 
seeking permission from the Charity Commission to transfer the assets of BDHS to the new CIO. 
This request has been made and a response is awaited. Once this request has been formally 
agreed, we will be able to ensure that the required legal processes take place to transfer the 
building, land and bank balances to the CIO. 

Meanwhile, further training for the trustees is lined up and a revised allocation of roles amongst 
trustees is to be agreed shortly. 

I am pleased to confirm that this indicates that we are now entering the final stages of 
incorporation and the new organisation will replace the old as soon as we are able to complete 
these steps. 

Your continuing support as members of BDHS is important to us all and we look forward to an 
exciting programme of talks and ongoing education through our museum. Look out for an updated 
and improved website with more content for you. Details to follow. 

Adrian Wills, Trustee 

 
“Bless the Bride” 

 

This winter the museum volunteer costume team has been very pleased to welcome two new 
ladies who have been volunteering in other museum areas but decided to give the costumes a go.  
They have jumped in with both feet and it seems as though they’ve been with us for ever!  Hoorah! 

We are busy preparing a new display for the 2020/2021 seasons.  The theme will be WEDDINGS!  

Don’t expect all the dresses to be white – colours and styles have changed over the years. Queen 
Victoria designed her own white wedding dress; this raised a few eyebrows as white symbolised 
wealth rather than purity but white rapidly became the colour of choice for a wedding dress. 

During the Depression and war years women married in their ‘Sunday Best’.  Fabric was rationed 
and coupons had to be shared out. We shall be displaying two WWII dresses: one in short pink 
crepe, the other a long swirl of oyster satin with a flowing train.  How, we wonder, did this bride 
come by such luxurious fabric?  

We hope you will come along to see this display - - - - and we also hope you might like to take 
part!  We are also planning a display of wedding photos in which we would love to involve the 
community.  Do you have a wedding photo you would like to have copied and displayed? 

And we have space for additional wedding dresses; if anyone has a dress they could loan for a 
limited time this could be part of a changing display.   

If you would like to take part in this project we would love to hear from you.  Please contact 
Anita at the museum 01629 813642 or bakewellmuseum@googlemail.com 

The museum opens for 2020 on Wednesday 25 March. 
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January	2020	MAINTENANCE	UPDATE	–	OLD	HOUSE	MUSEUM	

You	may	recall	that	in	the	last	newsletter	it	was	reported	that	Smith	&	Roper,	Architects	had	undertaken	at	
the	request	of	the	Society’s	trustees	a	comprehensive	assessment	of	the	general	maintenance	of	the	Old	
House	Museum	and	its	surrounds.	Their	report	identified	a	number	of	issues,	some	requiring	urgent	
attention,	some	needing	to	be	attended	to	in	the	next	12	months	or	so,	and	some	before	the	next	
assessment	scheduled	for	the	year	2024.	

Since	receiving	the	report	and	particularly	after	the	museum	closed	in	the	autumn,	work	has	been	ongoing	
(albeit	sporadically)	on	tackling	the	more	urgent	building	maintenance	issues.		Work	undertaken	to	date	by	
a	roofing	contractor	in	November	has	included	the	cleaning	(un-blocking)	of	roof	gutters,	drainpipes	and	
gulley’s	and	minor	high-level	pointing	jobs	to	walls,	eves	and	gables.		

Pathways,	courtyard	and	forecourt	have	been	cleaned	and	garden	plants	trimmed	and	tidied	by	
volunteers.	

Internally,	holes	and	gaps	in	the	stone	flag	floors	and	steps	have	been	patch	grouted	and	pointed	to	
minimise	trip	hazards.	Upstairs,	loose	wooden	floorboards	
have,	as	far	as	possible,	been	secured	but	it	is	recognised	
that	some	of	the	‘springy’	floors	in	the	small	bedroom	(toy	
room)	and	the	NW	corner	of	the	central	bedchamber	
(opposite	the	elephant’s	foot)	require	specialist	attention	
by	a	competent	carpenter/joiner.	This	will	be	undertaken	at	
the	earliest	possible	opportunity.	

In	November,	Jackdaws	were	found	to	have	again	invaded	
the	roof	space	but	their	nests	and	mess	have	now	been	
removed	and	measures	taken	to	prevent	(we	hope)	re-
entry. Our	specialist	builder/stonemason	is	scheduled	to	
re-build	the	uneven	and	potentially	hazardous	stone	steps	
between	the	jitty	and	the	western	end	of	the	forecourt	in	
early	January	so	hopefully	by	the	time	you	read	this	it	will	
have	been	completed.	The	builder	will	also	examine	the	
more	serious	pointing	requirements	identified	by	Smith	&	
Roper’s	report	and	provide	an	estimate	for	the	Trustees	to	
consider.	It	is	hoped	that	patch-pointing	at	ground	level	can	
be	carried	out	by	volunteers	with	technical	advice	from	the	
builder.	

In	the	Spring	it	is	hoped	that	more	volunteers	will	come	forward	to	assist	with	minor	DIY	jobs	such	as	
painting,	tidying	and	garden	maintenance	–	please	contact	Anita	at	the	Museum	if	you	would	like	to	help.	

The	Trustees	are	most	grateful	to	all	the	volunteers	who	have	given	time,	energy	and	expertise	to	help	
maintain	and	conserve	our	unique	Bakewell	Old	House	Museum.	

David	G	Wilbur 	
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End-of-season party     November  2019 

In the middle of all the appalling wet weather and disastrous flooding we held our End-of-
Season party at the Museum.   

Jan planned for the usual number of people (between 20 and 30) and we just hoped that 
some would be able to make it.  Incidentally it was also extremely cold! 

We shouldn’t have had any doubts – we should have remembered that people who 
volunteer at the Old House weren’t going to be deterred by bad weather!  With a few 
notable exceptions the usual goodly number turned up. 

Our Historical Society Chair, Stephen, and Mandy had to call off as they were under 
water, and George and Janet were house-bound following George’s TIA the previous 
evening. 

Adrian stepped into Stephen’s boots (that should probably read ‘waders’) and 
welcomed everyone.  He reported on a good 2019 Museum season, welcomed new 
volunteers, some of whom were at the lunch and gave special mention to the Education 
Team and the ‘Secrets and Legends’ group who organise the town walks.  (this group still 
needs help, chaps. Contact Anita if you are one of the someones they could be looking 
for).   

 It was Marian’s last year as Chair of the Museum Committee – hard to believe it’s 5 years 
since she took over from George – so Adrian presented her with a plant and a card 
thanking her for doing such an excellent job. If you are one of the invaluable volunteers 
who isn’t involved in much except desk duties you may not always be aware of Marian’s 
presence but just take a look behind the scenes and there you’ll find her beavering away 
at some of the vital work which may not be obvious to the passing glance.  As Adrian said 
she may no longer be Museum Chair but she won’t be giving up any of her other duties  - 
thank goodness!  

Adrian also sent commiserations to Stephen and Mandy and best wishes to George for a 
speedy recovery.  

The Soup Dragon, aka Alan Martin, had produced two cauldrons of tasty soup which had 
been residing in Trevor’s freezer for the last month or two (thanks, Trevor).  One was an old 
favourite: Curried Parsnip, and the other was new to the museum menu: Carrot, Butternut 
and Coriander, the recipe for which is printed in this newsletter as people seemed to like it 
so much. 

The catering committee came up with hot dogs with onions and a selection of naughty 
puds and scones. Yum! 

Thank you to every generous person who contributed to and patronised the raffle and to 
all of you who stayed behind to put away chairs, wash up and generally clear up. You 
are all… 

            Jane Martin 
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AFTER THE FLOOD 

It’s now three months since the River Derwent decided to explore new ground and came into our 
home uninvited and definitely unwanted. That first night went by in a flash as we moved the 
majority of furniture, books rugs etc. from the ground floor rooms to be piled onto the beds and 
floor in our two upstairs guest bedrooms, having flooded before in 2007 we knew what needed to 
be done. The larger pieces of furniture were lifted up onto blocks. There was less than 5 inches of 

water in the house but much more surrounding it, up to 
5 feet or so in some places. The river broke around 
7pm on Thursday, rose over the next 6 or 7 hours, 
stood around for a bit and by 1.30pm on Friday was 
back in its normal course having left the house damp 
and sludgy. Fortunately, it was just river water filtered 
through our walls and floor and all our floors are tiled so 
the Vax came into its own, it cleans up sludge like a 
dream. 

At some stage in the early morning we went to check 
the chickens (water at the top of Stephen’s waders), 

there was 8 inches or so of water above the floor of their raised hutch, all the birds were sitting on 
the perches another 3 inches above the water. It can’t have upset them too much as they continue 
to lay every day. 

We had 4-5 weeks with several industrial dehumidifiers (the size of washing machines) roaring 
away day and night and then the cleaners pronounced us dry.  

That took us to Christmas and the end of the year, we are still ‘camping out’ with just the basics in 
one room, fortunately the kitchen was unaffected apart from the dishwasher being written off. 
There has been no point putting anything back as there was plaster and skirting boards to be 
removed and repairs to be done, now we are waiting for the decorators to come in to paint all the 
downstairs rooms and then we can start putting our home back together. 

One of the most wonderful things that happened in the 
week or so after the flood was the great outpouring of 
sympathy, support and offers of help from all our 
friends here and all over the country, it really helped 
us through a very difficult time and we want to say a 
most heartfelt thank you to you all. That sounds so 
inadequate, but please believe me, knowing you were 
thinking about us helped us take a more positive 
attitude to the problem and stopped us sinking into the 
slough of despond. We know that in the grand 
scheme of things we have been very lucky, our house 
is still liveable in and we have insurance, we have just 
been inconvenienced unlike the families in Lakeside who must be so devastated, we really feel for 
them. 

We are slowly getting back to normal life picking up where we so abruptly left off and definitely 
moving forward. A real positive to come out of it all is that we are doing some serious life laundry 
and getting rid of an assortment of unnecessary “stuff”, so the house will be decorated, uncluttered 
and clean and then it will be spring and we can start to put the garden back to rights. Thank you. 

Stephen and Mandy Coates 
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Carrot Butternut and Coriander Soup 

 

(served at the Museum End-of-Season Party, November 2019) 

 

6 servings.         20mins prep.          40mins cooking.        Serve with warm crusty bread. 

1 tsp coriander seeds 

40g butter 

1 lge onion, chopped 

2 sticks celery chopped, 

1 clove garlic, chopped 

1 lge butternut squash, chopped 

3 lge carrots, chopped 

850ml veg stock 

1 tblsp honey 

½ lemon, juiced 

Salt 

White pepper 

Few coriander leaves for garnish.	 

 

Toast coriander seeds for 1 – 2 mins in hot dry frying pan.   

They should start to pop and toast but not burn.  

Cool then crush using mortar and pestle. 

Melt butter in lge saucepan.  Sweat onion and celery for 10 mins.   

Add carrots, butternut squash and garlic. 

Pour in stock, cover pan, simmer gently 30 mins.   

Blend soup to required consistency.   

More liquid can be added if needed. 

Stir in honey and lemon juice, season, garnish with sprinkling of coriander. 

           Alan Martin  

 

	



	 7	

 
Hence, horr ible shadow!  Unreal mockery, hence! 

( Macbeth, act I I I  )  
The following manuscript fragment of doggerel verse has recently come to light in the Old House 

Museum archives.  Penned in a wavering hand it is unsigned and undated. 

The Old House is just what you want 

If you relish a spectral jaunt 

And a memorable, spine-chilling haunt. 

Behind its oak door 

There are phantoms galore. 

You are certain to see ‘em 

At the Old House Museum. 

 

They’re a meddlesome gathering of spooks 

Who emerge from the niches and nooks 

And stare with cadaverous looks. 

So ignore the odd rat  

And the ubiquitous cat 

Whilst you commune with . . . . 

This invitation to visit the museum probably belongs to the 1970s when I was Chairman of the 
Bakewell and District Historical Society.  It is an expression of the excitement in Bakewell at that 

time following the experience of the Secretary, the late Mrs. Dorothy Rylands.  She witnessed two 
well-dressed Victorian ladies moving about in the costume display in the solar.  The vision was 

fleeting and the two ladies scuttled away through the wall. 

 

News was quickly spread around the town and visitor 
numbers rose, especially when the story was embroidered.  

The two ladies became three and were identified as the 
three (only two are recorded) witches of Bakewell put to 

death in the 17th century. 

Wardening at the museum became tiresome as visitors 
immediately asked to be conducted to the costume room to 
meet the ghosts.  I fought a battle of words trying to dispel 

the growing mythology.  I was surprised that some wardens 
behaved as if they had witnessed the apparitions 

themselves.  As one said, “Don’t look so alarmed, it’s extra 
cash in the till!” 
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Shortly after Mrs. Rylands’ encounter I returned home one evening after a council meeting at the 
Museum to find I had left the Society’s minute book there. I returned promptly, taking along my two 
setters for exercise. It was 11.00pm on a cold November night.  The moon was bright on the hoar 

frost and silhouetted the Old House. 

I opened the kitchen door, not bothering to put on the lights, but the two dogs lay down and 
refused to enter.  In haste I bundled them in, went up the back stairs, retrieved the minute book 
and came down again.  The dogs had tottered into the houseplace.  Rowley lay bemused on the 
flagged floor; Rufus stood quivering on three legs, his fourth cocked as he anointed the Saratoga 

trunk. 

I dashed upstairs again, this time to the costume room perchance to meet some wayward spirit.  
All was still.  The moonlight cast a strange pallor on the papier-mâché heads of the mannequins. 

There was no atmosphere, not even a flicker of movement and all was still. 

I gathered the dogs, left with alacrity and went home.  Since then i have owned ten more dogs, all 
of which have visited the museum.  None has reacted and I can only conclude that the first two 

had eaten a disagreeable dinner! 

For some years no further sightings or experiences were recorded.  Perhaps the ghosts had gone 
on holiday or a haunting tour of other buildings.  Then, as the new century dawned they were 

believed to have moved in again – very quietly.  But not for long. 

The arrival of Nicky Crewe as the new Museum Manager marked a phantasmagorical shift.  She 
was a keen spookologist and organised ghost-walks for the like-minded in Bakewell.  Once again 
visitors to the Museum asked for directions to the best locations for a ‘presence’ or an apparition.  

Volunteers on the desk became jumpy.  One or two experienced a ‘presence’ which induced 
perspiration, others described a continuous noise like a distant lawn mower.  Unconvinced 

members considered the former experience to be a hot flush and the latter was dismissed as      
an army of carpet beetles devouring the Museum’s fabrics. 

Our museum Manager, Anita no less, has seen ‘a man with rolled-up sleeves’ fading away in the 
parlour.  Could this be the unseen poltergeist who ushers her off the premises as she locks up at 

the end of the day by pushing the office door to behind her? 

Another dog, not mine, had to be removed because it would not stop barking. 

All these experiences make our Museum a haunting hot-spot.  Parties of spectators hire the 
Museum to commune with the spirits.  Adrian Wills, who volunteers to ghost-sit with such parties 

has recorded his observations in earlier Newsletters, 

I conclude on a sober and cautionary note in hoping that our Museum will not be allowed to take 
on the lure of the fairground ghost-train.  The supernatural will always intrigue us.   

Dr. Johnson summed up our dilemma, “All argue against it but all belief is for it.”   

As the French say: “Chacun à son ghoul!”  

Trevor Brighton 
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Museum Update                                Adrian Wills, Museum Chair 

I’m delighted to say that the Old House proved to be a popular attraction once again in 2019, our 
60th year. Our end of year figures show we had over 8,400 visitors including 260 on our open day 
plus a number of second visits from ticket holders. This was an increase on the 7,500 from 2018. 

Figures for the year’s takings are being finalised but our latest information indicates that we took 
almost £41,000 including income from our excellent guided walks, much appreciated school visits 
and a series of interesting events supported by our top catering team. When gift aid is claimed this 
will increase the total further. We are delighted with this result which will cover our running costs 
and the necessary repair work to be carried out over the winter. 

 

 

Winter Work Programme 

 

As many of you will know, winter is the time for the annual 
clean and work on this will be carried out in 
January/February. In addition, the costume collection 
team are designing and presenting a new display which 
for 2020 will have a wedding attire theme. I’m looking 
forward to seeing what will be in the shop this year. 

In addition, preservation work on identified wood and 
metal items is taking place including the bell and 
blacksmithing tools outside. Meanwhile, in the office, 
preparations are taking place for our social media output 
for Facebook etc. in the build up to and during the 2020 
season. This will include snippets about the history of 
various items on display to send out during the year. 

 

 

	

Bernadette	Barker	cleaning	metalwork	

	

 

Our success in 2019 is a tribute to all our volunteers 
who staff the desk and carry out all sorts of other jobs 
to make the Museum such a wonderful resource for 
both locals and visitors from all over the world. A big 
thank you to everyone who lent a hand last year from 
all of the Trustees. For 2020 we have around 90 
volunteers to keep us going, but we could still do with 
a few more to man the desk at the weekend. Do let 
Anita, our manager, know if you can help out for a 
few sessions a month. You would be part of a great 
team doing something very worthwhile, not to say 
fun!						

Susan	and	Margaret	cleaning	pottery		
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Finally, our very capable and supportive Museum Committee Chair, Marian Barker, is 
stepping down from that role. We all owe Marian our thanks for everything she has done 
as the Chair over the last few years with supporting the team, our manager Anita and with 
getting a lot done with the collection and museum. I’m pleased to say that Marian will continue to 
be part of the museum team and I shall take over as Museum Committee Chair. 

 

 

Building Works 

As part of some reorganisation of roles in the Trustee team, David Wilbur is coordinating work to 
sustain the fabric of the building. This winter, David is putting together a volunteer team to carry 
out minor works and has already carried out some safety work on the museum’s stone floors and 
has had a professional help to clear our gutters and do some minor roofing work. He is also 
working on a programme of more major work to be carried out over the next few years as 
identified in the 2019 survey.    

                                

 

	

	

	

 

 

 
 

	

Grouting	in	the	house	place	and	a	tidy	up	–	gardening	of	the	front	of	the	building,	done	by	
David	Wilbur	and	John	Boyle.		

Elizabeth	Wilbur	helping	prepare	the	costume	display	for	2020.	

John	Corbridge	helped	move	mountains	–	of	rubbish…	

Grateful	thanks	to	all	volunteers	
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Secrets and Legends 2019 
2019 has been a busier and therefore a more profitable year than 2018. 

Our guided walking tours fall into three categories. 

1. Tours open to the public which meet at Bakewell Visitor Centre every Thursday between the 
beginning of April and the end of October. Staff at the Visitor Centre very kindly take 
bookings for us for which we pay them 10% of the booking fee. Please note that the museum 
raised the cost of the tour in 2019 from £4 to £5. 
 

In 2018 we had 91 customers @£4 per person which earned the museum £337. 
In 2019 we had 105 customers @£5 pp which earned £472 (after deducting 10%) 
 

2. Group tours are bookable through the museum. We are delighted to welcome Historical 
Societies, U3A groups, W.I’s,  Architectural Heritage groups, groups from businesses, from 
churches and this year a very interesting group from the USA who wanted to know all about 
Jane Austen in Bakewell. Despite our confessing in advance that there was no evidence  
Jane Austen had ever visited Derbyshire, let alone Bakewell, they came. Trevor Brighton 
gave a short talk listing his research into the non-appearance of Miss Austen and two guides 
took the group round Bakewell showing the sites where legend and gossip persist that Jane 
stayed and wrote Pride and Prejudice.  

In 2018 we had 19 customers on group bookings which earned £76. 
In 2019 we had 86 customers on group bookings which earned £455 
 

3. The third category is school tours and other groups of young people. 
 

In 2018 we had 109 customers which earned £436 
In 2019 we had 116 customers which earned £544 (NB one group from Slovenia had a 
reduced rate.) 
 
This year we had a new request for a ghost tour from S. Anselm’s School. Some hasty, but 
effective research produced a lantern-lit tour on Halloween. So that’s another option to list 
on our website.  

Overall numbers for 2018 219 persons (plus 4 children & 6 dogs)       Income £849 

Overall numbers for 2019  307 persons (plus 7 children & 6 dogs)    Income £1,471 

The greatest increase was among booked adult groups. Some hard work was put in over the 
winter of 2018/9 to send out publicity to local groups who might be interested. The results are 
evident. 

We remain happy to take all museum volunteers on the tour without charge. Anyone interested 
in the curious, the gruesome or the quirky stories of Bakewell is welcome.  

We advertise that children and dogs go free on the public tours, which does bring in extra 
custom. The dogs are always well behaved.  

For further information visit  

https://wordpress.com/bakewellguidedtours  or the museum website or 

Facebook – Bakewell Guided Walks – Secrets and Legends 
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  EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

WARDENS’ COFFEE MORNING 
Calling all wardens! 

The 2020 pre-season coffee morning will be on  
Monday 23rd March -  10.30 for 11am 

           prior to the museum opening on 25th March. 
Come along and enjoy a natter with friends old and new.  

       Catch up with what’s been happening at the museum over the winter  
                                  and what lies ahead in the new season. 

 
FOLK MUSIC 

Saturday 6th June 2020 – 7pm at the Old House 
An evening with folk musicians David Ian Roberts and Jim Ghedi 

Folk singer and musician from Cardiff David is promoting his new album 
‘Traveling Bright’.  He will performing with local singer, songwriter 

musician Jim Ghedi. 
See http://davidianroberts.com   and  https://youtu.be/z8LICG9KWo8 

 
HOG ROAST 

Friday 26th June 2020 - 7pm at the Old House  
The ever popular BDHS hog roast  

	
	

Bakewell & District  Historical Society  Programme 2020 
  

Wednesday 26th February 2020 - John Smedley and his Hydro, a short history of this very 
complex character.  Speaker - Mandy Coates 

 
Wednesday 25th March 2020 - Recent Developments in the Archaeology of the Peak District 
Speaker – Ken Smith 

 
Wednesday 22nd of April  2020 - Annual General Meeting  

 
Wednesday 27th May 2020 - Discover Stoney Middleton. A History of a Forgotten Village.  
Writing History as if Ordinary People Matter. Speaker - Graham Armitage 

 
	

	
	 	All	wrapped	up	for	winter	

 

	  

 
	

	
	David	Ian	Roberts	 Jim	Ghedi	
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Sir Thomas de Wendesley,  an 'exceedingly despotic knight '  

 

 
 
John Pendleton's History of Derbyshire of 1886 has a chapter on Bakewell with a petition in the 

Parliamentary Rolls: referring to Sir Thomas de Wendesley whose monument in the Newark. He 
died at the Battle of Shrewsbury in 1403. 

“To the most wise Lords of the Council of our Lord the King, most humbly prays a poor and 
plain esquire, Godfrey Roland, of the County of Derby, and complains of Sir Thos. Wendesley, 
knight, and John Deen, vicar of the Church of Hope, for the said Thos. And John, with John Shawe, 
Richard Hunt, Reginald Wombewell, John de Sutton, Thos. Swynscowe, and John Swynscowe, his 
son, with many others of their bad associates, armed in a war-like manner, on the Monday next before 
the Feast of the Translation of St. John of Berverley, in the 23rd year of the reign of King Richard, 
formerly King of England, came feloniously to the house of the said petitioner, at Mikel Longesdon, 
and the said house with force and arms and broke into, and despoiled, and all his goods and chattels 
there found, as well living as dead, to the value of two hundred marks, took and carried away; and the 
said petitioner out of his said house, took and brought with them to the Castle of the High Peak, and 
there imprisoned him for six whole days without giving him any meat or drink; and after six days they 
brought him out of the said Castle, and cut off his right hand wrongfully and against the peace, and to 
the perpetual injury and loss of the said petitioner; therefore be pleased in your most wise discretion 
to consider the shameful trespass and the bad example of those, the poverty and loss of the said 
petitioner, and to order the said petitioner proper and hasty remedy according to your wise discretion, 
for God, and as a work of charity.” 

The chapter also has a long ballad, 'The Parson's Torr' describing of the fate of the Rev. Robert 
Lomas, a rector of Monyash, who, after a night ride in 1776, was found dead at the foot of the cliff of 
that name in Lathkill Dale. 

Another ballad from Jewitt's 'Ballads and Songs of Derbyshire' is about the 'valiant feat' of a tailor 
called Eyre in 1797. He ran twenty miles to elude the cavalry but was taken at Entcliff Hill, Bakewell. 

  
George Challenger 
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For	those	who	remember	Molly	Pugh.		

A	former	social	member	she	was	an	active	volunteer	of	the	museum.		

Here	is	a	message	from	her	son.	

Molly	(Mum)	is	celebrating	her	100th	birthday	on	December	13th	2019	

I	thought	I	would	send	you	this	note	to	remind	you	(if	you	needed	reminding)	about	this	special	day.		

We	are	beginning	to	make	some	preparations	for	a	celebration	at	Clarendon	Court	in	Nantwich,	where	Mum	has	
been	living	now	for	just	two	years.	If	you	are	thinking	of	coming	over	to	join	us,	please	let	us	know	and	we	will	let	
you	know	what	we	are	planning	here	something	probably	on	Friday	13th	after	school	and	Saturday	14thin	the	
afternoon.		

She	has	had	a	difficult	year	thus	far.	Things	started	to	go	wrong	in	April	when	she	fell	and	broke	her	arm	again.	I	was	
in	Durham	that	weekend	singing	so	Angela	spent	a	very	long	night	with	her	in	the	local	A	and	E.	Eventually	after	a	8	
hour	wait,	she	was	x	rayed	and	by	the	time	I	had	arrived	back	from	Durham	the	following	morning,	she	was	ready	for	
discharge,	arm	in	a	sling.	The	staff	managed	her	well	although	she	wanted	to	get	up	and	walk	around	as	she	had	
been	doing,	much	to	everybody’s	concern.		

The	real	problems	came	at	the	end	of	June	when	she	fell	again	and	this	time	had	an	awful	deep	gash	to	her	
forehead	and	arm.	At	least	this	time,	she	was	seen	quickly	and	an	old	colleague	of	mine	meticulously	and	patiently	
repaired	the	wound.	You	cannot	see	the	scars	now	at	all.	Thank	you	Martin.		

On	return	to	the	home,	things	got	worse	day	by	day	and	through	most	of	July	and	August,	she	slept	for	days	
on	end	and	refused	all	but	small	amounts	of	liquids	and	lost	a	great	deal	of	weight.	We	thought	that	she	was	not	
going	to	live	much	longer	but	she	has	proved	us	wrong	again	(the	Lazarus	effect!!)	In	the	last	weeks	through	
September	and	last	month,	she	has	been	much	more	alert	and	awake,	smiling	and	responsive	and	while	needing	a	
lot	of	help	feeding,	she	is	eating	well	and	in	fact	everything	that	is	put	before	her.	Favorites	include	M	and	S	
chocolate	éclair’s,	egg	custards	and	high	calorie	fruit	yogurts	in	addition	to	routine	meals	and	oh		yes	Cadburys	
Chocolate	Roses	!!	Her	general	status	has	got	worse,	she	is	much	more	frail	and	there	is	little	spontaneous	language	
and	it	is	difficult	to	know	how	much	she	understands	but	I	suspect	more	than	we	know.		

	
Peter,	the	deacon	from	St	Anne’s	where	she	went	to	church	comes	regularly	as	does	Amanda	who	comes	

monthly	and	gives	her	a	manicure	and	hand	massage	which	seems	to	go	down	well.		I	just	wish	I	could	persuade	her	
to	keep	her	false	teeth	in!!!	She	enjoys	radio	music	on	classic	FM	and	some	TV.	The	staffs	have	had	her	out	of	bed	a	
bit	but	then	she	needs	a	lot	more	supervision.	We	want	to	see	if	she	will	walk	again	with	help	but	she	has	been	in	
bed	now	for	about	4	months.	We	only	wish	her	cognition	and	conversation	could	be	better	but	I	think	her	mental	
functioning	has	plateaued	at	a	very	low	level.		

	
So,	that’s	where	we	are	at	the	moment.		
The	staff	at	the	home	have	cared	for	her	very	well	particularly	through	these	difficult	last	few	months	and	I	try	

to	visit	most	days	for	just	short	time.	We	do	not	know	what	the	future	hold	but	at	least	now	following	the	flat	sale,	
she	has	money	to	pay	for	her	continuing	care.	Clarendon	Court	is	where	Angela’s	mother	was	looked	after	and	there	
are	still	some	of	the	staff	including	the	manager	who	remember	us.	It	is	about	a	10-minute	drive	for	us	from	Willow	
Farm.		
If	you	to	visit,	please	let	me	know.	Text,	phone	and	e-mail	above.		Address	-	Room	42,	Clarendon	Court	Care	Home,	
Beechwood	Close,	Stapeley,	Nantwich,	CW5	7FY,	Tel	01270	861298	

	
Robert	and	Angela		
Willow	farm		
Whitehouse	Lane		
Nantwich	Cheshire	CW56HQ	

repugh@btinternet.com	
01270	624963				07778126241	
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WENDY	SEWELL’S	MURDER	

Seventeen	years	after	publishing	‘A	Town	Without	Pity’	Don	Hale	has	written	another	book	‘Murder	in	the	
Graveyard’	on	his	long	campaign	to	get	Stephen	Downing	acquitted.		

This	is	from	the	blurb:	

‘A	gripping	true	crime	investigation	into	the	longest	miscarriage	of	justice	in	British	legal	history.	

In September 1973, Stephen Downing was convicted and indefinitely sentenced for the murder of Wendy 
Sewell, a young legal secretary in the town of Bakewell in the Peak District. Wendy was attacked in broad 
daylight in Bakewell Cemetery. Stephen Downing, the 17-year-old groundskeeper with learning difficulties 
and a reading age of 11, was the primary suspect. He was immediately arrested, questioned for nine hours, 
without a solicitor present, and pressured into signing a confession full of words he did not understand. 

21 years later, local newspaper editor Don Hale was thrust into the case. Determined to take it to appeal, as 
he investigated the details, he found himself inextricably linked to the narrative. He faced obstacles at every 
turn, and suffered several attempts on his life. All of this merely strengthened his resolve: why should 
anyone threaten him if Downing had committed the crime? 

In 2002, Stephen Downing was finally acquitted, having served 27 years in prison.’ 

(Much more detail about proceedings can be found on Wikipedia). 

One	of	those	re-interviewed	by	the	police	in	2002	is	mentioned	in	the	book	as	having	been	seen	running	from	the	
scene	of	the	crime.	

The	book	recounts	several	cases	where	people	who	came	forward	to	Hale	with	evidence,	including	a	policeman,	
were	very	fearful.		

Links	with	the	Barbara	Mayo	M1	murder	are	mentioned.			

The last section of the book has : 

Further embarrassment for the Derbyshire force was revealed many years later in 2014 when Chris Clerk, a 
former royal protection officer for the Norfolk police, discovered a copy of the original pathology report on 
Wendy Sewell, which purportedly identified the key officers involved and offered evidence that within days 
of the victim’s death they knew that Stephen was innocent as the forensic and established facts regarding the 
attack completely contradicted his forced confession. 

A	long	podcast	also	called	‘Murder	in	the	Graveyard’	includes	comments	by	many	people	but	is	mostly	by	Don	Hale.		
There	is	a	Kindle	edition	of	it.		

In 2004 there was a two-part BBC documentary ‘In Denial of Murder’  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

In Hale’s first book Stephen Downing describes the hard bed in Bakewell police station. This came to the 
museum when the police station was re-organised in the 1990s but has since been destroyed because of 
woodworm. 

One of the cell doors also came to the museum. When you went to Ripon’s Prison and Police Museum you 
might have recognised its mate which I had sent there. 

	
George	Challenger	
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Historical Society New Year Lunch  06 January 2020 
The first Society event of the new year was our festive lunch, held this year at East Lodge, 
following the closure of Hassop Hall. 

This enjoyable event had been held at Hassop for many years and we could not help but mourn its 
passing.  For a while it felt as though nothing could ever be the same again. Then, realising that 
we were faced with a choice that fell between sitting in a corner and wailing or finding a new venue 
which would suit as many of us as possible we gave ourselves a shake and moved on. 

After following up several ideas we settled on East Lodge. The management there could not have 
been more helpful and accommodating, trying as far as possible to provide what we had become 
used to at Hassop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who decided to ‘give it a go’ and for following our slightly complicated 
instructions!  Thank you to Gill, Jane, Janet and George for doing the raffle and to all who 
supported it.  On the day the staff were friendly and helpful, the room looked attractive and there 
was an excellent atmosphere as friends came together to catch up after Christmas. 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Society holds two major social events each year: the Summer Supper at the Museum and this 
festive lunch near to Christmas. We do our best to hold both events in salubrious surroundings 
and to provide ‘good things to eat’.  However it is ultimately you, the members, who bring success 
or failure.  You are the people who come along in best bibs and tuckers bringing the friendship, the 
laughter and the warmth which make the day. 

Thank you, one and all.  

Jane Martin  
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SMIDGENS   
Goodbye - It is with sadness that we say goodbye to volunteers Anne Dudley and Heather Woodcock. Our best wishes 
go out to their families. 

Ormes - Does anyone have any information about Ormes grocery emporium situated in Rutland Square. Did you or 
someone you know work there? We would love to talk to anyone who remembers the shop. Please contact Anne on 
01629 650049 or email smeds.catwoman@gmail.com 

Archaeological Research Services Ltd - have made their newsletter available for our members to peruse. For 
anyone interested it can be found at  https://www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com/resources/ars-ltd-newsletter/   

 

Ring Out the Old - - - Ring In the New 

A new year and time for a change at the newsletter.  To my astonishment I discover I have been 
editing this magazine (if that’s the right word?) for THIRTEEN years – good grief!!! At 3 issues per 
year that tots up to 39 editions. Wow. High time for me to step down, which is exactly what I am 
now doing. 

The Society is extremely lucky to have Joyce Janes as the new editor. You have probably come 
across her as a story writer – you can buy a copy of ‘Peak Echoes’ by Writers in the Peak in the 
Museum Shop among other places. She has also been a Society Member and volunteer at the 
museum for years. 

Unlike me, Joyce is a computer whizz.  I suspect that she has some exciting ideas for the 
newsletter so we can look forward to a few changes as she gradually gets her feet under the table. 

Thank you to everyone who has given me their support over those 13 years. I’m sure you will now 
transfer that support to Joyce. 

Good luck Joyce, have fun! Jane Martin 
 

Ding dong from the new… 

Jane has done a brilliant job of producing our excellent Old House Museum newsletter. She has 
set the bar high. Thank you so much Jane for all your hard work. 

Thank you also for your kind words. The computer whizz comment really made me laugh as I 
doubt my son would agree. Although a little daunted, and I will do my best to follow in Jane’s 
footsteps and produce an interesting, entertaining newsletter. 

So to introduce myself, I am Joyce Janes. I have been an Old House 
volunteer and member of the BDHS for quite a while. I am a proud mother 
of two boys and Grandma of two boys, one aged 16 years and one 18 
months. I still work part time at Bakewell Visitor Centre and, for pleasure 
and my own entertainment, I write stories for children. 

If you have any suggestions or ideas for improvement regarding the 
newsletter and of course if you have any photographs, historical or local 
knowledge you would like to share, or anything museum related you would 
like us to put in the newsletter please feel free to contact me.    

Joyce Janes 

Phone 01629 650049  or  Email  joyce.janes.writer@gmail.com  
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THINGS THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT 
We receive numerous enquiries from Paranormal groups. 
These groups are very well organised, professional, and have 
strict codes of conduct for their members. It is a very 
important source of income for the museum for relatively 
little effort. The groups bring in over £300 per visit. 

Two volunteers per visit are needed to settle the group in 
and see them safely out at the end of the visit. We are 
URGENTLY seeking more people to get involved, partners 
or a friend welcome. Full training provided. Evenings last 
from 7pm - 1am, split into two sessions, each lasting 3 hours. 
Volunteers are given a warm, private room although we do 
advise an occasional wander round to ensure everything is 
ok. Please ring the office on 01629 813642 if you are able to 
offer help. 

 

Thank you to all contributors of articles and photographs published in this edition. 

 
Please Note 

30th April 2020 is the deadline for articles, photos or suggestions for the next newsletter. 
Send to – joyce.janes.writer@gmail.com 

 
	

David	G	Wilbur	giving	the	woodworm	a	treat…	
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Bakewell and District Historical Society 
Cunningham Place 

Bakewell 
DE45 1DD 

Tel: 01629 813642 
bakewellmuseum@gmail.com 
www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk 

 
 

Application for Membership 
 
I/We wish to join the above society 
 
Title  First name        Surname 
 
Address 
 
Postcode 
 
Telephone:     Email: 
 
Annual Subscription:   £12 for one member/£15 for two members at same address 
 
 
We would prefer you to pay your subscription by standing order. Please complete the attached 
form and return it to the membership secretary, or if you use online banking our details are:  
Account: Bakewell and District Historical Society 
Sort Code: 08 92 99 
Account number: 65881497 
 
Membership Secretary: Barbara Birley, 17 Edge View Drive, Great Longstone, DE45 1PB 
 
 
Gift Aid 
 
I would like the Bakewell and District Historical Society to treat my subscription as Gift Aid donation and 
any donations I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years. 
  
I conform that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference.  
 
 
Signature__________________________________  Date _____________________ 
 
 
Please notify the membership secretary if you:  
· want to cancel this declaration  
· change your name or home address  
· no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
 
If	you	pay	Income	Tax	at	the	higher	or	additional	rate	and	want	to	receive	the	additional	tax	relief	due	to	you,	you	must	include	
all	your	Gift	Aid	donations	on	your	Self-Assessment	tax	return	or	ask	HM	Revenue	and	Customs	to	adjust	your	tax	code.	

	

Registered	Museum	Number	559																																																																																			Charity	Registration	Number:	1184842	
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Subscriptions 

	

Dear	Members	
	

Your	membership	is	due	for	renewal	from	the	1st	January	2020,	I	do	hope	that	you	wish	to	continue	your	
membership	with	us	and	gain	from	the	many	benefits	it	offers;	
	

I	am	writing	to	you	to	update	you	on	some	changes	that	have	been	made	to	the	Bakewell	and	District	Historical	
Society	which	will	affect	how	you	pay	your	membership	subscription.	With	the	support	of	the	‘Museum	
Development	East	Midlands’	we	have	moved	from	being	an	Unincorporated	to	an	Incorporated	Charity.	This	has	a	
number	of	positive	benefits	which	you	can	read	about	on	the	Charity	Commission	website.	
	

As	a	result	of	this	move	we	have	opened	a	new	bank	account	and	will,	in	time,	need	to	close	the	current	bank	
account.	
	

If	you	currently	pay	your	membership	subscription	by	standing	order	please	could	you	cancel	this.		

Any	standing	order	payments	already	made	for	2020	subscriptions	have	been	received.	
	

Please	find	attached	a	new	membership	form	and	Gift	Aid	declaration	form	which	if	you	are	a	UK	Tax	payer	enables	
us	to	benefit	more	from	your	subscription.	Please	could	you	complete	these	and	return	to	the	address	of	our	
membership	secretary	below.	Payment	of	membership	subscription	for	2020	(£12	per	single	member	and	£15	for	
two	members	at	the	same	address)	can	be	made	by	the	following	methods:	
	

• Bank	transfer	to	the	following	account	number	65881497	and	sort	code	08	92	99	Please	insert	your	name(s)	
when	making	the	bank	transfer	so	we	can	record	who	has	paid.	The	completed	membership	form	and	gift	
aid	form	(if	relevant)	should	be	sent	to	the	address	below.	

• Cheque	payable	to	Bakewell	and	District	Historical	Society	sent	with	membership	form	and	gift	aid	form	(if	
relevant)	to	the	address	below	or	to	the	museum	in	an	envelope	marked	‘membership	subscription’.	

• Cash	–	together	with	completed	membership	form	and	gift	aid	form	(if	relevant)	should	be	placed	in	an	
envelope	and	delivered	direct	to	the	museum.	

	

Membership	Secretary:	*Barbara	Birley,	17	Edge	View	Drive,	Great	Longstone,	DE45	1PB	
	

It	is	our	intention	from	2021	to	set	up	direct	debit	facilities	for	the	payment	of	membership	subscriptions.	I	will	
write	to	you	later	in	2020	about	this.	
	

Yours	sincerely	

Stephen	Coates	

Chair	of	Trustees	

 
*Please note cheques to be sent to Barbara Birley at the address above 

	

Published by the Bakewell and District Historical Society.  This newsletter is distributed to all members of the 
Society.  Please note that the Society holds names and addresses on computer to facilitate production of labels.  
These names and addresses will not be passed on to any other organisation without the express authority of the 
members.  We are required to inform you of this in order to conform to the provisions of the Data Protection Act. 


