Bakewell Gems Trail

This trail starts at the Bakewell Visitor Centre. This trail, devised for the Bakewell
Partnership, gives more information about some and visits some less well – known sites.
The trail is about a mile (1.6 km.) long and takes about one hour plus time spent in the
museum and church. Bakewell being a hillside town, part of this trail is steep in places so is
not suitable for wheelchairs. To miss the steep part, instead of going Up-The-Chimney at
point 5 turn left along Buxton Road; go past the front of the Rutland Arms Hotel and turn
right up King Street; join the trail again at point 12, the Old Town Hall.

Point 1
The Bakewell Visitor Centre was built in the late 17th century as the Market Hall and it
originally had an open ground floor.
It has had many other uses including
town hall and shops and was the library
before being made into the visitor centre
in 1970.
The coat of arms on the side facing the
Market Place has Vernon impaling
Manners, the lords of the manor of
Bakewell who lived at Haddon Hall.

Going out of the Visitor Centre look at the row of shops on your left. They were extended
over the front garden of Denman's House. Note the grand doorway.
John Denman was an apothecary whose
son Thomas (born in 1733) became court
obstetrician (midwife) and whose
grandson became Lord Chief Justice in
1832. For a time in the 19th century the
house was used as a private school.
Go straight across the end of Water Lane.

Point 2
The Pudding Shop on the left and the
next shop are the only buildings in
Rutland Square which escaped rebuilding
in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Several Tudor-style buildings in this area date from the end of the 19th century including
the former post office.

(On the left is the Anchor Inn,
demolished in 1960).

Cross the road at the pedestrian crossing and note the 1890 Town Hall to the right.

Architect's drawing for the town hall built
in 1890.

Point 3
Go left past the bus stops to the entrance to Bath Gardens and turn round to look at Rutland
Square, It was formed at the beginning of the 19th century by the demolition of a row of
shops and the setting back of the White Horse Inn when it was rebuilt as the Rutland Arms
Hotel in 1804.
This transcription of a map of 1799 shows the small market place.

Compare it with this of 1879

Opposite was a Jacobean building until it was demolished in 1936 for Orme's grocery.
Also opposite is the Red Lion, also
rebuilt.

The large bank on your left was built in 1838.

The main market and fairs took place
here until 1827.

To the right, the Rutland Arms Hotel was built as a coaching inn.
Over the doorway is the arms of the Duke of Rutland, lord of the manor of Bakewell, carved
by White Watson.

Point 4
Go along the left of Bath Gardens to the Bath House.

It was built over a tepid mineral spring in
1697 and extended in 1817 when the
Duke of Rutland, owner of much of
Bakewell, promoted it (unsuccessfully) as
a rival spa to Buxton. The warm water
was lost when a sewer was laid in Bath
Street in 1936.
Go into the Garden of Remembrance and
see the bath through the large window.

White Watson collected and sold
minerals and fossils and made ornaments
by inlaying in the local black 'marble'. The
black limestone was sawn and polished
at a mill built in 1748 by Henry Watson,
White's uncle, close to the marble mines
near Ashford - in - the - Water. Another
marble mill was built on the opposite
side of the river from Bakewell town
centre (now a restaurant).

This is part of a table top in the Old
House Museum, inlaid in a small
workshop.

This medal was awarded at the 1851
Great Exhibition to John Thorpe for black
marble. The industry ceased early in the
20th century.

White Watson was one of the group of early
geologists who established the fundamental law
of stratigraphy, the branch of geology which deals
with the nature and order in which rocks were laid
down. A 1973 exhibition on the subject in Derby
Museum put ‘the heroic age of geology’ as
starting in 1773 when Watson probably began
collecting fossils. Watson wrote this book in 1811,
which described in detail the various rocks and
the fossils in strata along a section
through Buxton, Bakewell and Bolsover.
He was unique in producing geological cross
sections using many of the actual rocks. One of
these sections is displayed in Bakewell’s Old
House Museum. It shows the strata between
Buxton (on the left) and Bolsover with Bakewell in
the centre.

White Watson lived here from 1774 to
1835 and his geological museum
attracted many famous people. He was
also a botanist/gardener and laid out
Bath Gardens (though changed later). He
made silhouettes including this one of
himself.

To the left of the window is a shelter he
made using tufa, a soft stone formed
where lime is deposited on moss at
springs. It was popular for making
ferneries and arches like the one in
Riverside Garden..

The building of 1895 across the bowling green was Lady Manners School until it moved to
the west of Bakewell in 1939. The school used as its hall the assembly room of the town hall
next door.

Across Bath Street is the bank built as
Derby Savings Bank in 1848.

To the left of the bank is the 17th /18th
century Bank House. There was a ladies'
boarding school in Bank House in the
second half of the 19th century.

Go left along Bath Street and cross
Buxton Road, looking right towards the
Catholic church which was built as a
Congregational chapel in 1844.

Point 5
Go up the steep passage known as 'Up – The – Chimney' The building on the right was the
Wesleyan Reform chapel of 1887

Another chapel resulting from splits in
the Methodist movement was the
Primitive Methodist chapel (now the
stationers in Water Lane). The Methodist
church of 1867 and the Friends Meeting
House (Quakers) of 1853 are on Matlock
Street.

Point 6
Turn left onto Bagshaw Hill with Bagshaw Hall on the right. It was built in 1686 for Thomas Bagshaw,
the steward of the Earl of Rutland, lord of the manor of Bakewell. On the left is the old wall
enclosing its former kitchen garden, seen here in the foreground with Bagshaw Hall covered with
creeper behind.

Further up the hill on the left is the former Bagshaw Hall mews with a high doorway for
coaches.

Point 7
On the left at the cross roads is the Gospel Hall built as the Oddfellows Lodge with
Oddfellows Terrace beyond; houses which were rented to Oddfellows. Oddfellows were
friendly societies set up to care for their members at a time when there was no welfare
state, trade unions or National Health Service.

Oddfellows' banner with 'Bear ye one another's
burdens'

Point 8
Go straight across and along Cunningham Place to the Old House Museum which has much
more on Bakewell's history.
www.oldhousemuseum.org.uk

Point 9
Just past the museum, go down the path to Church Lane. To the left of the churchyard is
Chantry House.

Chantries were endowed by rich people
for priests to pray for their souls but
were abolished by Edward VI during the
Reformation. This chantry was rebuilt as
a private house and this picture shows it
as it was in the 18th century.

Look at the west end of the church, the oldest part, with a Norman arch. Its carvings have
deteriorated. It was part-buried at one time.

The church spire had to be taken down in 1825, This picture also shows the south transept
before rebuilding in 1843. (The south transept was called the Newark as it was new work in
1230)
See the information in the church
www.bakewellchurch.co.uk

Point 10
White Watson made the sundial on the porch and two black marble monuments in the
north aisle.

See the Anglo-Scandinavian
cross near the porch and the
larger Anglo= Saxon one beyond
the Newark. This shows it
before it lost its top and some
detail.

Point 11
Go down the churchyard and fork right at the lamp post. One of the last tombstones on the
right is White Watson's.
A window overlooking the foot of the churchyard is labelled 'Cheese Room' as dairies were
exempt from window tax.

The cottages on the right of the churchyard facing South Church Street were still thatched a
century ago and were earlier used as the first Lady Manners School.

Point 12
Go left from the steps out of the churchyard along Church Alley and then right down the 5
steps of Little Hill. On the left see the mounting block which was used to help ladies get onto
horses. It was moved here in 1960 from the Anchor Inn when that was demolished.

The Anchor Inn was next to the post office facing
the end of Rutland Square.
At the foot of Little Hill, you come to the
butter market with King Street beyond.
The corn market was held in King Street.

On the right of the butter market is the
Old Town Hall.

It was built in 1602 on the site of a chapel
as four dwellings for poor people with a
court room above. It has had many uses
including fire station (see the bell over
the gable to call the firemen), fish shop
and working men's club,.
Look into Kings Court on the left. The halftimbered building was put together in the
1950s from parts of buildings saved from
elsewhere.

These are pictures taken further along
King Street early in the 20th century.

Point 13
Cross King Street, turn right into Matlock Street, exploring some of the courtyards behind the
shops on the right, before going back to cross at the pedestrian crossing and turning
right. Matlock Street was widened by demolitions in the 1930s to 1970s.

This was the Royal Oak and beyond
was the cinema, both demolished in
1970s to widen Matlock Street.

Point 14
Turn left along Granby Road. This was widened as part of
the redevelopments in the 1990s which enabled a
swimming pool and library to be built (on the left). Turn
left just beyond the 1844 police station.

Fork right at the Pudding Parlour into Portland Square.

Portland Square was formed as part of
the 1990's redevelopment with some old
buildings reused and some new ones.
Can you tell which are new?

Point 15
Go right through the archway into the Market Place. In 1381 Bakewell's lord claimed that a
market had been held 'from time immemorial' In 1827 the market was moved to here and
livestock were auctioned here until the new livestock market was built across the river in
1998. The stall market is held here every Monday.

See the mosaic on the new clock tower
which shows some Bakewell events. How
many can you pick out? For instance, the
bull which escaped and the various
activities in carnival week – well dressing,
the raft race and the wheelbarrow and
welly race? Carnival week ends with the
carnival on the first Saturday in July

