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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
Trevor Brighton

I am writing in October about a 40th Anniversary Year
that has run two thirds of its course. Without tempting
providence one can say it has been a signal success. It
began with a crisis when one of the ancient beams in the
Old House slipped and threatened our ability to open the
Museum for Easter. Your generous response to my
emergency appeal for financial help, together with hasty
and successful applications for grants, ensured that we
were back in business as usual.

The lcctures, visits and social events have all been well
supported following a splendid opening talk by the
Duchess of Devonshire. Attendances did not fall for
subsequent speakers and every place for the visits to the
Sheftield Assay Office and to Tissington Hall was taken.
In conjunction with the Bakewell Civic Society we had a
most enjoyable visit to Richmond, Yorkshire on a sunny
day.

There has been a number of valuable donations to the
Museum this year, some of which are commented upon
elsewhere in this Journal. Particularly pleasing has been
the way in which the Museum's fine collection of
photographs has been augmented. This has largely been
achieved by the general appeal made for photographic
material for the Society's new publication Recollections
of Bakewell: a century of photographs by Frank
Saunders and myself. This book, currently being printed
by Ambrose of Bakewell, will be available by the time
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1. Brighton/Chairman's Report

you read this report. I trust all members will buy a copy
to enable the profits to boost the Society's finances.
These are now much healthier than when I took over as
Chairman but we cannot be complacent. We have
regrettably had to make some economies including the
reduction in the hours of employment of our invaluable
cataloguer and conservator, Raye Lea.

Half of the photographs in the forthcoming book are
taken from the Museum's collections, the other half
being loans and donations. Of special interest has been a
large collection relating to some seventy years of the DP
Battery Company which came to the Museum from the
effects of the late Gil Hudson. There have also been
some valuable additions to our collection of costumes.

All was going well this year when the Society suffered a
great shock on hearing of the death of Helen Cotton, -
after a short illness. Helen was a delightful person and a
splendid member of this Society. Modest and generous,
candid yet kind, she was industrious and very
dependable. She has left a number of gaps that will not
casily be filled.

Sadly, I have also to record the deaths of two other
stalwart members. First Mrs. Rogers who died, aged 92,
in a nursing home at Cottingham, near Hull. She was a
life member and, along with her husband and daughter,
who both predeceased her, did sterling work in the early
days of the Museum under John Marchant Brookes, its
founder. Her husband was a capable joiner and
handyman; she and her daughter worked hard to build up
our splendid collection of costumes and samplers. She

6
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always kept an interest in the Society and had our
Journal read to her in her last years. On the eve of her
death she made a most generous donation to this year's
roof appeal.

Secondly we have lost Dr. Joan MacKenzie who was a
member for ten years. She made valuable contributions
both as a warden and as a member of the editorial
committee for our Journal.

As we lose old members through death or resignation we.
acquire new ones. This year, on balance, we have
increased our membership by 8 to 224. This is a healthy
number for an active society in a rural market town.

- However, we need more participation from members if

we are to continue.

'The Society's Council urgently needs new members in
1995, 1t began 1994 with an unfilled vacancy and is
now three members light following Colin Doran's
resignation and Helen's death. By the time of the AGM
there will be five vacancies following the resignations of
Charles and Avis Goodwin then.

Now is the time for tributes to Charles and Avis for their
joint, unstinting efforts as Chairman of the Members
Committee and Treasurer, respectively. Between them
for 16 years they have taken on a considerable
proportion of the Society's work and have played a
major role in giving the Society its present shape and
viability as a Registered Charity. They were always
there, always dependable, always unstinting. We all owe
them our sincerest thanks; we shall not readily see their
like again,
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Next, I must express our gratitude to Brian Jenkins who,
having served us with distinction as Chairman,
continued after his resignation to organise the Museum's
rota. This is a vital task demanding tact and organis-
ational skills which Brian has for many years displayed
in full measure. The daily opening and closing of the
Museum has proceeded like clockwork. Brian has left us
a well tried system that should serve us for years to
come.

Our new Secretary, Sheila Nichols, cannot continue in
office for long; she and Jim are selling their house and
are moving south. We have no Helen Cotton to fall back
on and we urgently need a Secretary. The task is not
onerous and principally involves taking, typing and
circulating the minutes of the Council Meetings which,
on average, take place less than once a month.

I do hope that, by the time of the AGM on 23rd
February 1995, volunteers will be prepared to fill the
vacancies 1 have outlined and that 1 will be able to
consider the reorganisation of duties. To all those who
help and support the Society in whatever way I give the
customary sincere thanks. However we still need more
wardens, cleaners, writers for the Journal, typists,
odd-job people, members prepared to give a talk and
above all enthusiastic members with new ideas.

Our fortieth anniversary has been a success as well as a
fin-de-siécle. We now need to look forward to 2004
when we shall be 50 years old.
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MEMBERS' COMMITTEE REPORT
Charles Goodwin

The fine summer that we have just enjoyed had a very
depressing effect on our attendance figures and, though
there was a partial recovery when the weather broke, it
was not sufficient to restore our fortunes completely and
we closed with an adult attendance 14% down and that
of children 6% down, though the number booked was
almost identical.

Though one may in this case blame the weather one has
to recognise the seriousness of the underlying situation;
apart from the year following the unsettled period of the
miners' strike, there has been a fall in the total
attendance for every year since 1978. The proliferation
of new museums and other tourist attractions during this
period shows how, as the Chairman of the 4ssociation of
Independent Museums has observed, essentially the same
sized cake has been sliced into an ever increasing
number of smaller pieces. Turning, however, to our
Society rather than its Museum, one can report a much
happier state of affairs, for its meetings have been
consistently well attended and our members clearly most
appreciative of the high quality of the lectures that they
have enjoyed. ‘

In Dorothy Sample's lecture on The Life and Times of
Bess of Hardwick, delivered at our October meeting, she
said that her main aim was to ensure that by its close we
would not accept wholeheartedly the description of her
by Edmund Lodge who, in 1791, said that she was "a
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woman of masculine understanding and conduct, proud,
furious, selfish and unfeeling, she was a builder, a buyer
and seller of estates, a money lender, a farmer, and a
merchant of lead, coals and timber; when disengaged
from these employments she intrigued alternately with
Elizabeth and Mary, always to the prejudice and terror
of her husband." To have a balanced view we must not
judge her by present standards, but remember that we are
going back through some 400 years of social history.

Bess lived under five monarchs, Henry VIII, Edward VI,
Mary, Elizabeth and James I. Religion was all-important
and in a state of flux, marriages were arranged to join
lands and estates, women had no rights at all, were
expected to produce one child a year, of whom a high
proportion died in infancy, while the mother herself
often died in childbirth. It is against this background
that one must measure the life and achievements of a
woman who, born in a family that though landed had
little money, not only built great houses but established a

dynasty.

Dorothy's account of Bess's four marriages, steadily
enhancing her status, accruing ever more estates,
building great houses (with the best of local materials)
and ever mindful of the future of her family, was
exhaustive but by no means exhausting, being delivered
with such liveliness and humour. Though one must feel
some sympathy for the husbands, Dorothy pointed out
that correspondence shows that both Cavendish and St.
Loe remained devoted to her and that her marriage to
Shrewsbury  started off well enough, though
subsequently soured during the long period when they

10
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had the onerous job of acting as keepers of Mary, Queen
of Scots and her entourage.

Bess and her husband separated in 1583 and she made
some improvements to her home, the old Hall at
Hardwick, but when he died in 1590 she turned her
attention to building her most enduring. monument,
Hardwick Hall. Most enduring because it was not much
lived in once Chatsworth had become the main home of
the Cavendishes and, until its transfer to the National
Trust in 1957, had remained in the same family and that
family the one that Bess herself had established. An
enthralling talk on an enthralling subject.

Faced with the large audience who had come to hear his
talk on The History of Bakewell Church, Peter Robinson
had the daunting task of deciding what items to include

80 as to ensure that not everything would already be

known to those members of it whom he knew to be
particularly well-informed. This, however was partly
alleviated by their asking questions during the course of
the lecture, in any case desirable since the answer would
often depend on a close scrutiny of the particular slide
being shown.

Peter pointed out that it is extremely difficult to get any

hard evidence regarding the foundation or the precise
position of the pre-Norman charch though the existence
of a substantial establishment is indicated by the entry in
the Domesday survey referring to two priesis for the
church of Bakewell. That it was at or near the present

-site is strongly suggested by the number of fragments of

crosses and other decorated stones, including

11



C. Goodwin/Members' Committee Report

Anglo-Saxon that have been found in the foundations or
built into the walls of the Norman church while the
choice of such a splendid, dominating position would
have been natural at any time.

The basic Norman church was built in about 1110 AD
and the Newark was built (and so called) between 1220 -
1240 in the Early English style, to replace the original
smaller South Transept. Other alternations occurred in
the late 13th century but it was the mid-14th century
addition of the spire and octagonal tower to the former
base that was to cause so much trouble later. Problems
with the tower were noted in the 17th century and by the
eighteen-twenties became so severe that the spire and
later the octagon had to be taken down. This led
eventually to a complete rebuilding of this part of the
church and the adjacent North and South Transepts,
while in 1851 the large Norman nave arches were
replaced by the present ones, though the two smaller at
the west end survive. In this work as far as possible the
old design and features were faithfully copied and it has
to be said that this Victorian restoration is pleasing work,
spared the excesses of so much work of this period.

During this work a large number or fragments of
Anglo-Saxon and other early crosses, graveslabs and
decorated stones were found in the foundations and
while many were removed by the Archaeologist Thomas
Bateman, those that remain stored in the South porch
form the largest, and many think the best, such
collection in England, and some are still being found
when houses in the neighbourhood of the churchyard are
renovated. This collection also contains some old
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gargoyles, but there is one in situ just outside. Peter also
told us that he had seen a most interesting collection of
odd notes made by the vicar early this century in which
he comments that the slice that was at one time cut off
the base of the door into the South Porch (now
reattached) had been removed to enable the door to be
shut indicating that at that time the level of the path had
so built up that it necessitated a few steps down into the
porch.

On a sombre note Peter referred to the disastrous effect
of pollution in the past 150 years (a 100 year old
photograph shows crisp detail in the carving). White
Watson's sundial, for example, has almost gone. More
happily he referred to the misericord and its punning
reference to the advocacy of the agrarian policy of “three
acres and a cow” and ended by reading some amusing
verses that had been pinned to the church door in the -
1820s and are reproduced elsewhere in this journal.

When I asked Tan Green to give our January lecture I
was aware of his excellent photographs of bridges in this
area but in the event hardly prepared for the remarkable
scope of his talk on Bridges; an historical span.
Pointing out that, though the first historically recorded
bridge was that put across the Dardanelles by the
Persians when invading Greece, bridges of a sort (be
they just a log across a stream) had been in use since
prehistoric times, he followed illustrations of some of
the simpler bridges with a brief excursion abroad to see
thie Ponte Fabricio, built over the Tiber in 62 BC, the
spectacular Pont du Gard and the Pont d'Avignon. The
bulk of his lecture was, however, devoted to the many
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varieties of road and foot bridges to be found in England
and Scotland and the particular problems posed by the
terrain or by having to accommodate canals or the
railway.

From the wealth of slides that Ian had chosen to
illustrate his talks so vividly I can only mention a few.
For a bridge of historic significance one need go no
further than Swarkestone Bridge over the Trent. There
is a 13th century gatehouse on the bridge over the
Monnow at Monmouth, old houses on the High Bridge
at Lincoln and Bath's Pulteney Bridge has its famous
parapet of shops. A local oddity is provided by Darley
Bridge where the shape of the arch upstream differs
from it downstream while much further afield the ruined
packhorse bridge in Glenlivet has become so distorted
that one could imagine that the builders had been
sampling the famous local product. Tronbridge is justly
famous for its bridge, dated 1779, over the Severn but I,
for one, had not realised that it has required an inverted
bridge built under the water to keep the banks apart.

Elliptical arches have proved suitable for bridges over
canals since they provide the necessary width and height
for the towpath, but the problems occasioned by the
junction of canals, as at Marple in Gt. Manchester, are
formidable. Here they are solved by a Lifting Bridge
and a towpath that the horse can follow from one canal
to the next, while the Bridgewater Canal is taken over
~——-—the-Manchester- Ship-Camal by the Barton Swing Bridge.

The advent of the suspension bridge has of course led to
some spectacular engineering feats in spanning the
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Forth, Severn and Humber but it is not only these huge
structures that inspire awe; the fragile suspension bridge
spanning the Corrieshalloch Gorge provides a view of it
and the Falls of Measach which does just that, as I can
vouch for from personal experience. Ross and Cromarty
was by no means the most northerly point of our
journey, however, and this was provided by the bridge
recently built to replace Scotland's mest northerly car
ferry at Kylesku. Here the problem posed was that of
fitting in to the local landscape and the success of this
bridge is happily associated with one of our own
- members. Ian then concluded this absorbing talk with a
timely photograph of a bridge recently built for the
Sheffield Supertram and a reference to the questions
raised by our President regarding Bakewell's own bridge.

The Society is. greatly indebted to our chairmen for
havmg arranged that the first lecture of its fortieth
anniversary year should be delivered by the Duchess of
Devonshire on the subject of The Bachelor Duke, and
_ even more to Her Grace for sparing the time when she
and the Duke were themselves so involved in the
celebrations of a rather more prestigious and somewhat
older anniversary, namely the three hundredth year of
the Dukedom!

The Duchess opened her lecture by saying that the Sixth
Duke was a charming man, alternatively funny and sad,
who had suffered an erratic childhood as his mother, -
Georgiana with the Fifth Duke and Lady Elizabeth
Foster, had formed the celebrated ménage a trois. That
he was a serious-minded little boy is evidenced by the
charming letter he wrote (in copperplate) to his father
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speaking of his concern that the Government might put a
tax on watches and that he would be unable to meet one
on the watch that he had just been given.

By the time he inherited the title, only twenty-one years
of age, he was a handsome, intelligent man and the
skilful way in which he arranged the settlement on the
Dowager Duchess, Elizabeth says much for his tact and
understanding. In the circumstances, why he never
married remains a mystery. He was an outstanding,
eligible bachelor and by no means averse to the company
of women as his loving relationship for ten years with a
mistress, Elizabeth Warwick, shows. But he remained
single and essentially devoted his life to his estates,
entertaining and travel; in particular he spent a great deal
of time and money to the rebuilding and extension of
Chatsworth and the enhancement of its contents.

One of his first purchases was the entire library of the
Bishop of Ely and he was always anxious to extend the
library. When Grand Duke Nicholas, Tsarevitch of
Russia whom he had entertained in London, paid a very
satisfactory visit to Chatsworth, he realised that the
House was too small for his requirements and recruited
the architect Jeffry Wyatt who had been rebuilding
Woburn Abbey, to do the same for Chatsworth on a
much grander scale.

In 1819 they made a trip to Italy to seek inspiration and
while there, through the Dowager Duchess who now
lived there, they met the sculptor Canova. This led to
the Duke assembling a collection of neo-classical
sculpture ‘and, in particular, the figure of Endymion.

16
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The Duke's highly successful visit to Moscow, as Special
Ambassador, to attend the coronation of the Tsar
provided another opportunity to import further riches as
did his later tour with Paxton, when he began
concentrating on his gardens. Throughout her talk the
Duchess illustrated it with slides showing the
extraordinary variety of his purchases, as well as others
which showed interesting insights into his personality.

Though the Duke had frequent periods of depression
there were joyful occasions and he never lost his quirky
sense of humour. His entertainments were legendary for
he always wanted others to enjoy the great changes he
had wrought at Chatsworth. Though never a politician,
he was always concerned to champion the underdog as is
exemplified by his speech in Derby on the Abolition of
Slavery well before the event. It is also characteristic of
the man that, when Paxton urged him to sell Lismore as
a way of dealing with his estates' £1 million debt, he
eventually not only kept but restored the castle and was
one of the very few English landlords to whom the Irish
tenants were devoted.

The Duke's position meant that he was inevitably
involved in some courtly duties, dining with the Queen
on several occasions and in 1843 entertaining her and
Prince Albert most lavishly for a three night visit to
Chatsworth. He was always happier when occupied with
improvements to the estate; the Emperor fountain, the
rebuilding of Edensor and the Great Conservatory, the
latter helping to take his mind off his great sadness at the
death of his niece Blanche in 1840. He himself suffered
a stroke in 1863 which left him partly paralysed but still
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able to get round to his various houses until, on January
18th, 1858, he died at Hardwick, which he always loved.

Her Grace concluded her most lively and informative
talk by saying that Chatsworth owed an enormous debt
to the Sixth Duke and that of all the Dukes he was the
one she would most have liked to meet. Such was the
sympathy and enthusiasm with which she had spoken of
him and her obvious empathy with him that one could
not help but feel that she already had.

Our April meeting should have been a lecture by Julie
Bunting but due to unfortunate personal circumstances
she was unable to come and the Society is indebted to
Pat Brighton for bringing forward at very short notice
her talk on Popular Jewellery Designs: Regency to Art
Deco, She started by saying that jewellery had over the
years come to be regarded as a ladies' subject and that
her own fascination with it stemmed from a time when
she was only four years old! She then essentially
described to us how the development of new techniques
and the changes in fashion had influenced jewellery
design with many illuminating illustrations from her
own collection.

A considerable influence on popular jewellery was the
development by Christopher Pinchbeck (1670 - 1732) of
the alloy that bears his name and which was a good
match for the gold settings that it replaced. Tt is
interesting to note that the Georgians were not
over-concerned by the purity of the gold used in setting
even precious stones, being more concerned with the
colour. Paste jewellery was invented in the 18th century
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and the middle classes were then able to wear this to
match the genuine article worn by the rich. Pat told us
that the earlier claws were non-functional and warned of
the ease with which claws can break.

In the 19th century unmarried women were supposed to
wear pearls rather than other jewellery though the vogue
for seed pearls came and went in a very short period.
Larger pieces of jewellery only came in as costume
became stiff and heavy and were often influenced by
medieval and gothic design. It is interesting to note that
the Victorians set paste jewels in pinchbeck just as
carefully as they set stones in gold. There was a vogue
for coral in mid-Victorian times but they tired of it and
Pat read some particularly hard-hitting criticisms of the
day.

Prince Albert and Queen Victoria's close affinity with
Balmoral led to the popularisation of all things Scottish
and in particular, of course, of the cairngorm and other
semi-precious stones associated with their handsome
pebble brooches. Foiling, or inserting a small piece of
metal foil behind a stone when setting it, has been used
to enhance the colour but the art appears to have been
lost and in any case it was easily ruined by damp and Pat
warned of the danger of getting stones wet; in particutar
turquoise and opals are easily damaged. Jet is often
associated with the late Victorian period but its use goes
back much further, while amber had quite a short reign.
Snake rings and bracelets were also popularised by
Queen Victoria. And so we continued to Art Nouveau,

Edwardian jewellery became much lighter and then there

was a most abrupt change from the lighter designs to
19



C. Goodwin/Members' Committee Report

geometric Art Deco. The interest that .had been
stimulated by Pat's lively account was made abundantly
clear both by the number who congregated around her
display at the end of her talk and their reluctance to
break away from it,

In a brief historical introduction to her talk on Canals
around the Peak District Ruth Tiddy pointed out that the
Peak District itself is not suitable for canals because of
the porous nature of the limestone dome, but with the
advent of the industrial revolution the demand for this
stone and of the coal from the surrounding coalfields
required a better transport system., Not only were
existing methods slow but they could be very costly,
Wedgwood for example, finding that he could lose up to
80% of his goods through breakage in transit by road to
London, Canals provided an answer and, though their
effective working life was relatively short, from 1770 to
1850, their impact was very considerable.

The real start of the canal age was when the 3rd Duke of
Bridgewater instructed James Brindley to construct a
canal to transport coal from his estate at Worsley the ten
miles into Manchester. By 1761 it was completed,
including a gravity flow aqueduct taking it across the
Irwell valley, and the cost of transporting the coal was
halved. This success led in due course to a canal system
throughout the country and in particular to a number on
the borders of the Peak District.

For many years Ruth has been heavily involved (and, as
some of her slides showed, heavily is often the operative
- word!) in assisting projects designed to restore derelict
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sections of the canals to working order, if possible, or to

‘preserve something of our heritage and to provide

attractive areas for leisure. The rest of her talk was
devoted to showing slides illustrating this with lively
comments on events as they unfolded.

We were taken through Manchester and it is significant
that many modern businesses backing on to a canal,
originally at best apathetic, since its restoration have
taken to making a feature of it for their staff; then south
down the Peak Forest Canal to its terminus in the
Bugsworth (now Buxworth) Basin which was connected
to Dove Holes by a tramway. The complex of wharves
and associated buildings that constituted the Basin is
now completely restored and scheduled as an ancient
monument. A particularly pleasing sight on the
Cromford Canal is the Leawood Pump House. Its
engine is very well preserved since it was never allowed
to pump water from the Derwent for more than 24 hours
in a week. This canal, with its connection to the
Erewash and Trent and Mersey canals, enabled
Wedgwood to transport chert from Bakewell's Holme
Bank Mine from Cromford to Etruria by water. The
Caldon Canal, built to bring lime from the kilns at
Froghall the 17 miles into the Potteries at Etruria, has
been well restored and gives a very strong impression of
being architect designed as opposed to the vernacular
style of so many others. It was extended to Uttoxeter
but when in 1846 the North Staffordshire Railway
bought the Trent and Mersey Canal it closed the section
for its Churnet Valley branch.
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Finally Ruth spoke of the Chesterfield Canal and how
the piecemeal mode of restoration seems to be working
as neighbours of completed sections came to feel that
they would like their own section to be given similar
treatment. This was a happy ending to what had been 2
delightfully spontaneous talk, continuously displaying
her great enthusiasm for the subject.

A dark shadow is cast across my usually pleasant duty of
thanking all wardens, members of the monthly cleaning
party and providers of refreshments at our lecture
meetings. Helen Cotton not only did a double stint as a
warden but organised the last two activities with a calm
efficiency that could only excite admiration. In this and
in so many other ways her ever helpful nature and sturdy
common sense will be sorely missed.

Visits by the Society in 1994

On 20th May fifteen members paid an afternoon visit to
the Assay Office in Sheffield where they were
entertained by the librarian. This was a useful follow-up
to Pat Brighton's lecture on jewellery. After an
informative video about the office’s work we saw its
library . and its fine collection of silver. This was
followed by a visit to the laboratories and workshops.
Here gold is tested for its purity and articles of 9, 14, 18
or 22 carats are hall marked with the rose for Shefficld,
the maker's mark and the date letter.

The June visit to Tissington Hall and gardens was so
popular that a second visit was arranged in August;
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twenty-five members attended on both occasions. Sir
Richard Fitzherbert conducted us around his little known
but fascinating manor-house and entertained us with his
humorous commentary. Among the many fine and
interesting features members enjoyed the excellent
gothic fireplace in the entrance hall, especially since the
bill for the work by Henry Watson of Bakewell is also
on display. With Sir Richard's permission this has been
transcribed and published in this Journal.

The coach trip to Richmond on 28th July marked a
return to the all-day outings which the Society
abandoned some years ago for lack of support. This
outing, arranged in conjunction with the Bakewell Civic
Society, attracted forty-two people. We were welcomed
by Jane Hatcher of the Richmondshire Museum &
Historical Society and the Richmond Civic Society,
Before lunch we were conducted around the Georgian
Theatre and the Richmondshire Museum. After a picnic
or a pub lunch on this lovely sunny day there were
various options. Some were conducted around the
Castle; others toured the plaques placed in the town by
the Richmond Civic Society, some visited the Green
Howards' Museum and a few walked along the River
Swale to St. Agatha's Church and the ruined Abbey at
Easby.

The whole party reunited for tea at the Black Lion
before returning home.
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MUSEUM COMMITTEE REPORT
N. Oxley

This has been a slightly unusual season insofar as there
have been two departures from the usual routine. First, a
full-scale exhibition of Derbyshire Railways was
mounted, for which we must express our thanks to the
Derby Industrial Museum and The Rowsley Association.
The former loaned significant items of the old Midland
Railway and the latter provided an exceilent
documentary display. We were also loaned, by Mr.
Casey of Great Longstone, a Midland Railwayman's
waistcoat which firmly resisted attempts by amateurs to
dress it on a model, but it finally succumbed. A second
deviation from the norm was for the museum to have the
opportunities of staging displays in the window of the
Market Hall in Bakewell, by courtesy of the Peak Park.
These displays attracted a great deal of attention but
whether they improved the attendance figures is hard to
say.

'We benefited from sundry grants from the Peak Park,
from the Charity Foundation and from private
individuals which enabled us to carry out a major repair
to the roof of the Museum and we offer our thanks to the
bodies concern. There is so much maintenance work
necessary to maintain a building of this age.

We were distressed to have to record the sad loss of Mrs.
Helen Cotton, who gave unstintingly of her time and
labour to the welfare of the Museum. She is
remembered with much affection and gratitude.
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Attendance has remained more or less normal over the
season. Despite the publicity efforts mentioned above,
the Museum suffers from the geography of its situation,
the climb up the hill can prove a deterrent. How
splendid it would be if we had a site in the Town on a
level, we would increase our attendance figures ten fold.

My personal thanks go to the members of the Committee
who have braved many an inclement night to attend
meetings; to the volunteers who have manned the
Museum day after day in the season, to the members
who help to close the Museum and to all those whose
work keeps the Museum alive,
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
R. Clarke

There was a very happy atmosphere at our Spring Lunch
in May which was the first social event of 1994, We sat
down with glass of wine, sandwich, sweet and a coffee,
while the strains of the baroque music from the Old Hall
Musik Group pervaded the timbers of the Old House,
The Coffee Morning at the end of the season was not as
well attended as in previous years. However, members
dug deep into their pockets and raised the princely sum
of £200.00 towards funds. Quite an achievement!

The piéce de résistance for the year was our 40th
Anniversary Dinner in November. Seventy six members
and friends enjoyed the convivial surroundings of The
Rutland Arms Hotel. Afier dinner, Trevor Brighton
blew out the candles on the large white and red birthday
cake while Matthew Parris, our guest for the evening,
cut the first slice and wished the Society well. Members
were extremely generous in donating excellent raffle
prizes, and Brian Jenkins did a wonderful job in
extracting many pounds from our pockets. The evening
culminated in a fascinating talk by Matthew Parris on
the Inca Civilization, and a toast by David Tinsley to the
success of the Society during the next 40 years.
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VERSES FROM BAKEWELI, CHURCH

Peter Robinsen

My cousin sent me these verses some time ago. They
were given to our great great aunt Miss Fanny Needham
of Alport in 1896. Here they are reproduced by kind
permission of David Needham of Lower Westwood,
Bradford on Avon.

"This is a copy of some verses that was found
hanging on Bakewell Church Door when they
began to make Collections at every service more
than 70 years ago. Given to me by an Old Man
who was one of the Bell Ringers at that time.”

1. Money Oh Money thy praises I sing
Thou art my Saviour my God and my King
Tis for thee that I preach and for thee that I pray
And make a Collection twice each Sabbath day.

2. I have Candles and all sorts of Dresses to buy
For I wish you to know that my Church is called high
I dont mean in Statue or Steeple or Stall
But SO HIGH that the Lord cannot reach it at all.

3. 1 have poor in my parish that needs some relief
I preach for their poverty pray for their grief
I send my Box round to them morning and night
I hope they Remember the poor widows Mite.
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4. I gather my Knowledge from Wisdoms great tree

The whole of my Trinity is £.s. and d.

Pounds Shiliings and Pence is all that T crave

From my first step on earth to the Brink of the grave.
5. And when I am laid low and my Body at rest

Place a Box on my grave tis my latest request

That friends may all sce who come for reflection

I cant rest in peace without a Collection.

6. Money is my Creed I cant pray without it
My heaven is Closed to all those who doubt it
For this is the Essence of Parsons religion
Come regular to Church to be Plucked like a Pigeon.

7. My pay may be hundreds thousands a year
Double it Treble it still I am here
My Box Bag Collection and your Brass
I cant do as Jesus did ride on an Ass.

8. I have horses and Carriages and servants and all
For I'm not going to foot it like Peter and Paul
And Triket cant live on Locust and honey
So out with your Purse and down with your money.

9. Some fools would ask what I do with money
But they might as well ask what Bees do with honey
I answer them all with a wink and a Nod
I keep three thirds and give praises to God.

10. In the Cold silent Earth I shall be laid low
To sleep with the Blest that have gone long ago
I shall slumber in Peace till the Great Resertion (sic)
Then be first on my legs to make a Collection.
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CABS, COACHES AND CHARABANCS IN
POST-VICTORIAN BAKEWELL

By Trevor Brighton

The Museum has received two very interesting
documentary gifts in 1994 both of which throw light on
the social and economic life of Bakewell before and
after the First World War. More particularly, they refer
to passenger transport in and around the town, The first
is the Minute and Record Book of the Bakewell and
District Carriage Proprietors' Association (1906 -
1910), which came from the effects of the late Mrs.
Freda Critchlow of Brookside, Bakewell. The second is
a group of photographs from the 1920s and 1930s,
together with information and a newspaper-cutting,
concerning the first motor-coach and bus service set up
in Bakewell by Murdoch McKay. These items were
given by his daughter, Mrs. Deakin, who was born in
Bakewell and now lives at Darley Abbey, Derby.

Together, these documents provide a comment on the
revolution in road passenger transport which took place
in the first quarter of this century.

The coming of the railways killed off canal transport
together with the long-distance mail and passenger
coaches. New and improved roads in the parishes and
counties not only encouraged the transport of local
produce but also saw an increase in the number of
tourists and trippers. The day of the cab and charabanc
had arrived.
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The clatter of hoofs and the rattle of carriages rang
through Bakewell's cobbled and unmetalled streets. The
smell of horses and horsemuck pervaded the town from
the stables and coachyards of the pubs and inns to the
blacksmiths', wheelwrights' and saddlers’ premises.
Horsefairs were held in the town until the First World
War.

Anyone with a horse and cart, or a trap, could carry
passengers and charge what they liked. Many ran such
services as sidelines to their main business in which
horse-drawn transport was essential. By the end of the
century local authorities were issuing licenses to
individuals and businesses in an attempt to regulate the
trade. The cab drivers competed with one another
without any standardisation of fares and little protection
of passengers' rights. There was certainly little
consideration of passenger comforts. The vehicles used
were often poorly sprung with unupholstered seating.
Passengers required good waterproofs or a stout
umbrella on long trips, as often there were no canopies
on the charabancs or horse-drawn omnibuses.

In Bakewell in 1903 the more important and influential
men in the carriage trade met at the Rutland Arms Hotel
to form an association. It is interesting to look at the
varied commercial backgrounds of those who attended
that first meeting and who are recorded in the minutes
printed below.

The Critchlow family had been bakers, farmers, grocers,
masons and joiners in 19th century Bakewell. Charles
Critchlow (born 1842), of Anchor Lane, was a farmer.
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In 1867 he and his father established one of the town's
best-known butchery business with a slaughterhouse in
Bath Street and a prominent shop in the Square at the
corner into Water Lane'. Besides trading in meat
Charles had been running a posting business for some
years before 1902 when he circulated the following letter
to his customers?: '

Rutland Square,
Bakewell.

It is with regret that A. J. Critchlow &
Son announce that they will discontinue
the business after July 13th, 1957.

They wish to thank you sincerely for
your support during the past years.

C. W.CRITCHLOW,
W. F. CRITCHLOW,

Of lowlier status than the Critchlows were the Rowland
family of Bridge Street. We find members of this family
variously employed in the 19th century as tin-plate
workers, iron mongers and labourers. John Rowland
(born 1855), of Coombs Road, was of the last
occupation and his son John, who attended the 1903
meeting, was a cab owner as early as 1884,

The Hicks family had a long association with horses and
coaches, from the late 18th century at least. Members
appear in Bakewell censuses and directories as
postchaise boy, innkeeper, ostler, wheelwright and, in
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1871, bus driver. Charles Hicks (born 1842) was listed
as a cab driver of Matlock Street in the 1881 census and
the family had premises in Bridge Street by the turn of
the century. Charles Hicks, junior, was one of the
celebrated "characters” of Edwardian Bakewell. Apart
from driving a horse-drawn charabanc he also drove the
town's horse-drawn fire engine and was known as
"Derbyshire Charlie".

Charles Mansfield (born 1826), of Water Street, was
listed as a labourer and ostler in 1871. His son Joseph
(born 1870) followed his father as an ostler and, by
1891, was a coach driver of Rutland Terrace. He must
have owned a cab by 1903, when he attended the first
meeting of the Association.

John Christopher Furness certainly owned his own cab
and was of a family which were farmers and carriers in
1851. Others are listed as saddler, carters, blacksmiths -
all linked to the carrying trade.

The Marsden family were of the labouring and servant
classes with one member listed as an ostler.  Oscar
Marsden (born 1872), of Diamond Court, was listed as a
labourer in 1891. He must have improved his lot by the
beginning of the next century to become a partner of
Samuel and Joseph Bradbury. The Bradburys were an
ancient and extensive Bakewell family, known
principally for their association with the town's marble

industry.

Another old family were the Hages. Robert, senior,
_ (born 1831) was a farmer and carrier of Fly Hill in 1861,
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as had been his father Samuel before him. Robert,

junior, (born 1868) provided refreshments at the
Temperance Hotel, Station Road in 1891. No doubt his
business involved plying to and from the station and
providing passengers with food and non-alcoholic(?)
drinks.

Frederick Calladine (born 1864) lived at Cunningham
Place in 1891 and was a mail-coach driver. His brother
George (born 1863), of North Church Street, was llsted
as an omnibus driver,

Shoe-dealer was the description given to Joseph Arthur
Goodwin in 1891. He must have operated as a cab
driver alongside his shoe trade. The same is true of
Thomas Thacker (born 1860), who was a butcher in
Matlock Street.

Finally, the two most important men in the new
Association were probably Henry Woodiwiss, who was
its first and only chairman, and Thomas Tyack. The
former, born in 1859, was a carriage painter in Water
Street in 1881, but was making carriages at his workshop
in Buxton Road by the end of the century®. Tyack, his
partner, was the landlord of the Rutland Arms Hotel,
which had been the principal coaching inn in the town
since it had been built on the site of the White Horse in
1805.

The Rutland's stable yard, little changed today, was the
station for much of the horse-drawn traffic entering and
leaving Bakewell in the 19th Century. On the east side
of the entrance, until 1894, was the post office. On the
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opposite side was the Station parcels office. In 1903, the
year when the Association first met, the Bakewell UDC
decided that the road out of the Square to Buxton should
be widened by setting back the stable yard by 12 feet,
Traffic was increasing, especially the local cabs and
coaches which dealt with the growing number of tourists
and trippers to the local beauty spots.

As carly 1849 horse-drawn omnibuses had plied between
the Rutland and the new Rowsley Station. Bakewell
Station opened in 1862 and the vehicles now moved up
and down Station Road. Gradually the volume of
vehicles and passengers became too great for the Rutland
yard which operated its own station wagons, parcel carts
and even a hearse,

In 1884 the Local Board, precursor of the UDC, allowed
for three cab stands by the tap-room of the Rutland
Hotel at the foot of North Church Street. This was not
the best location to ensure the sobriety of the cabbies!

Although by 1903 the need for an Association of
Carriage Proprietors was long overdue, its future already
had a cloud over it. Those who met on that Spring
evening in 1903 could not foresee two great events
which were to change their livelihood and finish off the
horse-drawn carriage trade. The first was the outbreak
of the First World War and the second was the
development of the petrol engine.

It is evident from the Association's Minutes that the
advent of the motor vehicle was beginning to affect the
cabbies and carriage proprietors. Their meetings are
only recorded for seven years and the Minutes are
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progressively sparser. They met irregularly and when
they could manage a quorum. Ominously, in 1909,
“after a lengthy discussion,” it was agreed that the
Association should "go on as before™; absent members
were to be seen by the chairman and the secretary. Only
five were present at the last recorded meeting on 30th
August, 1910, and no business is minuted. '

On the outbreak of war horses were commandeered in
Bakewell and the horsefairs ceased. On 5th August,
1914, horses commandeered by the Bakewell Troop, B
Squadron, 1/1 Derbyshire Yeomanry were stabled in the
requisitioned yard of the Rutland Arms Hotel. Two
Yeomen and a policeman stood guard to repel
disgruntled owners who had lost their horses*. This
marked the end of an era.

THIE BAKEWELL AND DISTRICT CARRIAGE
PROPRIETORS ASSOCIATION

MINUTES AND RECORD BOOK

At a meeting held at the Rutland Arms Hotel, Bakewell on
the 15th May 1906

Present: Messrs. Charles Critchlow, John Rowland, Philip
Charles Hicks Senior, Philip Charles Hicks Junior {of the
firm of Charles Hicks & Son), Joseph Mansfield,
Christopher John Furniss, Oscar Marsden, Samuel
Bradbury and Joseph Bradbury (of the firm of Marsden
and Bradbury) Robert Hage Senior, Robert Hage Junior
(of the firm of Robert Hage and Son) Frederick Calladine,
Joseph Arthur Goodwin, Thomas Thacker, Henry
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Woodiwiss and Thomas Tyack (of the firm of Tyack and
Woodiwiss) and V.R. Cockerton, Solicitor.

The notice, convening the meeting was read. Mr.
Critchlow moved Mr. Calladine seconded and it was
unanimously Resolved that Mr. Henry Woodiwiss be and
is hereby appointed Chairman of the meeting and he took
the Chair accordingly.

Mr. Calladine moved Mr. J. A. Goodwin
(p2)

seconded and it was unanimously Resolved that this
meeting of carriage proprietors do hereby - resolve
themselves into an Association of the members present at
the meeting as a Trade Union to be called the Bakewell
and District Carriage Proprietors' Association for the
purpose of regulating and controlling the prices which
shall be charged by carriage proprictors for the
conveyance of passengers and for such other purposes as
the association from time to time decides upon
Resolved further that no member of the association may
withdraw therefore without giving to the Secretary six
calendar months in writing expiring on the 11th day of
March 1908 (the day before the Annual Meeting) or
expiring on any subsequent second Wednesday in March
in any year.

It was moved by Mr. Calladine seconded by Mr.
J.A. Goodwin and

(p3)

unanimously Resolved that the maximum entrance fee to
members shall be £5 and the minimum £1.
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Mr. Critchlow proposed Mr. Tyack seconded and it
was unanimously Resolved that the following members
pay an entrance fee of £1 being the proprietors of one
horse vehicles:-

1. Frederick Calladine

2. Joseph Mansfield
3. Christopher John Furniss
4. Ralph Wheeldon

and the following members should pay an entrance fee of
£5 being proprietors of char-a-banes:-

1. Charles Critchlow

2. Robert Haye and Son (one fee)
3. Tyack & Woodiwiss (one fee)
4. John Rowland

5. Charles Hicks & Son (one fee)
6. J.A. Goodwin

7. Marsden & Bradbury (one fee)

(p3)

and that all other proprietors present should pay £2

Mr. Calladine proposed Mr. Rowland seconded
that the funds of the Association be placed in the
Sheffield & Rotherham Joint Stock Banking Company
Limited

Mr, Critchlow moved Mr. Rowland seconded and
it was unanimously Resolved that the annual subscription
to all members be 5/=

The following Rules of the Association were then
drawn up and unanimously agreed 10 and it was Resolved
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that the following Rules be the Rules of the Association
which shall be registered as a

(p4)

Trade Union under the Trade Union Acts.
RULES

. PART1

L The Association is a Trade Union called "THE
BAKEWELL AND DISTRICT CARRIAGE
PROPRIETORS' ASSOCIATION."

II. The Officers shall be a Chairman, a Treasurer, and
a Secretary, elected annually at the Annual Meeting; and
two Trustees, who shall continue in office during the
pleasure of the Association. In the absence of the
Chairman, the Meeting may elect a Chairman of the
Meeting. In case of a vacancy in the office of Chairman,
the place shall be temporarily filled until the next Annual
Meeting. The Chairman of all Meetings shall have a
casting vote in addition to the vote he may give as a
Member. The Chairman of the Association shall decide
on all points in the interpretation of the Rules, and his
decision shall be final. The Treasurer shall receive all
monies, and forthwith pay the same to an account of the
Association at Crompton & Evans' Union Bank Bakewell:
and he shall pay all accounts by drafis on the said
account, signed by the Treasurer and Secretary, and the
Chairman of the Meeting at which passed. The Treasurer
shall submit a Statement of Accounts at the Annual
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Meeting. Any Officer may be removed by resolution of the
Association.

III.  The Committee of Management shall consist of the
whole of the Members. Five Members shall form a
quorum at all Meetings of the Association.

IV.  The place of Meeting for the business of the
Association, and the Office to which all communications
and notes may be addressed, is at Rutland Yard,
Bakewell, in the county of Derby.

V. New Members may be admitted by resolution of
two-thirds of the members present at a Meeting called by
not less than seven days' written notice, stating the name
of the New Member proposed. Until payment of the
Entrance Fee and Subscription a Member shall not have
the benefits of membership, but the nonpayment shall not
relieve him from the obligations and liabilities of
membership. Any New Member shall be subject to the
Rules as to retirement in all respects as if an original
Member. '

VL. No Member may retire before the 11th of March,
1908, and then only by giving six calendar months written
nolice to the Secrelary, expiring on that day or on any
subsequent second Wednesday in March in any year.

VIL.  The Annual Subscription shall be Five Shillings,
payable in advance, immediately before the Annual
Meeting. The Entrance Fee shall be £5 for a proprietor of
a char-a-banc, and £1 for a proprietor of a one-horse
vehicle, and £2 for other proprictors. A Member who
habitually engages parties for conveyance in a
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On the left is Murdoch Mackay at the wheel
of his 'mystery topur' charabanc

,

Murdock Mackay with the first Sheffield - Bakewell bus (left)
and the 'Dorothy Vernon', the bus that covered Peak routes
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char-a-banc, or who habitually hires or uses a
char-a-banc, shall be deemed a proprietor of a
char-a-banc, and become subject to the increased
entrance fee. The decision of the Association as to what
entrance fee shall be paid shall be conclusive. Al a
meeting specially called at not less than three days'
wrilten notice, specifying the business, a special levy may
be made on all members to raise extra funds if required.
- The levy shall be paid within seven days after the
Meeting. No Member may vote while his subscription or
entrance fee or levy is in arrear.

(p6)

VIII. The Anmual Meeting shall be held on the second
Thursday in March in every year. Three clear days'
wrilten notice, containing an Agenda of Business, shall be
given every Member. The Chairman may call a Special
Meeting at his discretion and in case of emergency upon
24 hours' written notice provided there is no infringement
of a rule requiring a longer notice. The Secretary shall
call Meetings as the Association direct, and also upon
receipt of a written requisition of three Members. Except
where otherwise provided in these Rules three clear days'
wrillen notice shall be given of every Meeting specifying
the business to be transacted.

IX. The Funds of the Association {nol required for
immediate expenses by the Treasurer) shall be vested in
the Trustees, who shall invest the same with Crompton &
Evans' Union Bank, Bakewell. The funds shall be applied
in defraying the expenses of forming the Association, and
in meeting the annual expenses thereof, provided that no
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application of the funds shall be permitted for a purpose
in respect of which a Court of Law cannot entertain legal
proceedings. The accounts of the Association shall be
annually audited as directed at the Annual Meeling.
Upen dissolution, Members at the time of the dissolution
against whom no penalty is outstanding, shall share in the
funds pro rata according to the amount contributed by
each. No one shall participate by reason of past
membership. Upon withdrawal or death of a member, the
Association may decide what portion of the fund (if any)
they will pay to such member or his representatives.

X. Any Member may inspect the books of the
Association and the names of the Members, on giving
reasonable notice 1o the Secretary.

XL Any Member infringing or neglecting to conform to
the Rules of the Association shall be liable to a penalty
not exceeding £5. If the breach or neglect is that of a
driver, manager, foreman, agent or workman of a Member,
the penalty upon a Member shall not exceed £2. In
addition to the above penalties the Member shall forfeit
any share or interest he may have in the funds of the
Association 1o the extent the Association shall decide in
manner provided by this Rule. Any Member to whose
knowledge the infringement or neglect shall come shall at
once report it in writing to the Secretary, giving the
particulars, date, nature of offence, and names of the
pariies concerned. The Secretary shall then send to the
Member notice of the complaint with a copy of the report,
and shall call a Meeting to consider the case not later than
four days nor more than a week later. If the Associalion
shall at such Meeting, or any adjournment thereof,
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consider the case proven, they may, by resolution of the
. majority present, inflict a penalty not exceeding the
amounts prescribed by this rule, and may also fix the
amount of forfeil; and all penalties shall be paid within
seven days. By a resolution of two-thirds of those present
the Member may be expelled, in which case his share (if
any) in the funds shall be forfeited, but all monies due
from him shall continue recoverable. At any Meeting
under this rule the casling vote of the Chairman and the
vote of the implicated member shall be suspended. In the
event of an equality of votes the complaint shall not be
proceeded with further. The resolution of the Association
under this rule shall be conclusive, and shall not bhe
questioned in any proceeding,

XII.  No Rule shall be altered, amended, or rescinded,
and no New Rule shall be made, except at a Special
Meeting called by seven clear days' writlen notice setting
out the rule to be made, amended, or rescinded.

XHI. The dissolution of the Association may be effected
by resolution of two-thirds of the members, after notice
similar to that prescribed by Rule V., or may be effected
by withdrawal of members, leaving not a quorum of
members remaining.

®7)
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PART II

(Containing the objects for which the Association is
established, and the purpose for which the funds are

applicable.)

" XIV. Members shall not, either directly or indirectly, by
themselves or their servants or agents, charge or receive
from or convey passengers at less than the prices fixed in
the minimum scale of charges set out below in respect of

the carriage routes mentioned therein, namely:-

Fares for single Parties of 10 Adults and over:
Number ROUTE

1 - Bakeweil, Haddon Hall & Chatsworth back to Bakewell
2 - Bakewell, Haddon Hall, Chatsworth, Darley Dale,
set down at Matlock
3 - Bakewell, Haddon Hall, Alport, walk through Lathkil Dale,
pick up at Over Haddon back to Bakewell
4 - Bakewell, by Haddon Halt, Robin Hood's Stride,
Via Gelia, and set down at Matlock
5 - Bakewel! to Haddon Hall, Chatsworth, Matlock
and back to Bakeweil
6 - Bakewell, Haddon, Via Gelia, Matlock, back to Bakewell
7T - Bakewell, Chatsworth, Calver, Monsal Dale,
and back to Bakewell
8 - Bakewell, Baslow, Owler Bar, Froggatt Edge,
and back to Bakewell
9 - Bakewell, by Haddon Hall, Youlgrave, Newhaven,
1o Dovedale, and back by another route
10- From Millers' Dale, Haddon Hall, and back to Bakewelt
11- From Millers' Dale, Haddon Hall, Chaisworth
and back to Bakewell

Fare
(each)
1/6
2/-

2/-

2/6
2/6

2/6
2/6

4/-
2/6

3/-
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12- Bakewell, Monsal Dale, Foolow, Bradwell Dale, .
Hope, to Castleton, and back by another route 3/-

13- Bakewell, Haddon, set down at Matlock 1/9
14- Bakewell, Chatsworth, Baslow, and back 1o Bakewell 1/9

Fares for single parties of under 10 adults, and for made-up parties at
independent fares:

15- Bakewell, Haddon Hall, and Chatsworth, and back to Bakewell 2/-

An adult is hereby defined as a person of over 12 years of age.
Two children of 12 and under shall be considered as one person.

The purpose for which the funds of the Association are
applicable is for regulating and carrying out the objects
aforesaid.
(Signed) Henry Woodiwiss
Chairman
18th May, 1906

(p8)

At a Meeting of the members of the Bakewell and District
Carriage Proprietors’ Association held at the Rutland
Arms Hotel Bakewell on the 18th May 1906

Present: Messrs: Charles Critchlow, Henry Woodiwiss,
John Rowland, Philip Charles Hicks Senior, Joseph
Bradbury, Philip Charles Jicks Junior, Tom Hicks, Ralph
Wheeldon, Samuel Bradbury, Robert Hage Junior, Iscar
Marsden, Frederick Calladine Joseph Arthur Goodwin,
Thomas Tyack, Thomas Thacker, George Newton and
N.R. Cockerton Solicitor.

Mr. Woodwiss was voted to the Chair of the meeting. The
minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed on
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the motion of Mr. Critchlow seconded by Mr. J.A.
Goodwin.

Messrs. T. Thacker and Geroge Newton then attended the
meeting,

It was moved by Mr. Critichlow seconded by Mr. Charles
Hicks Senior and unanimously Resolved that Mr, Henry
Woodwiss be and is hereby appointed Chairman of the
Association until the Annual Meeting. Mr. Calladine
moved Mr. Samuel Bradbury seconded and it was
unanimously Resolved that Alfred Joseph Adams be and
is hereby appointed Treasurer until the Annual Meeting.

It was moved by Mr. Calladine seconded by Mr. Charles
Hicks Senior and unanimously Resolved that Mr. Albert
James Critchlow be and is hereby appointed Honarary
Secretary of the Association until the Annual Meeting.

Mr. Calladine moved Mr. Thacker seconded and it was
unanimously Resolved that Mr. Ralph Wheelden and Mr.
George Newton be elected members of the Association at
entrance fees of £1 each respectively

It was moved by Mr. Woodiwiss seconded by Mr. Rowland
and unanimously Resolved that Mrs. Annie Foster be
elected a member at an entrance fee of £1 and Mr,
Thackers entrance be £5

It was proposed by Mr. Crilchlow seconded by Mr.
Rowland and unanimously Resolved that the Rules passed
at the last meeting be amended in the following respects:-

In Rule VII "a one-horse vehicle" is to be altered so as to
read "one horse "vehicles" the intention being that the
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possession of any.member of one horse vehicles shall not
render a member liable to more than £1 entrance fee.

In the same rule strike out the words "habitually" in both
cases and consent after the word chau-a-banc in all cases
the words "or brake".

 After the list of routes contained in Rule XIV add the
following:-

(Moved by Mr. Calladine seconded by Mr. Critchlow)

"Should a member vary or add to the above routes he shall
charge a reasonable extra fare according to the extra
distance.  The Association shall afterwards decide
whether a breach of this Rule has been committed by such
reasonable extra fare not "having been charged" The
Rules amended then read as follows:-

(p11)

(The printed Rules are given again on pp 11 - 13 with
the amendments included) ‘

Proposed by J. Calladine and seconded by C. Critchlow
and unanimously resolved that £1 entrance fee be paid by
all members on May 25th 1906, and the remaining £4
entrance fee due from Char-a-Banc & Brake Proprietors

be paid on June 15th 1906.

Henry Woodiwiss
May 25, 1906

At a Meeting of the Association held at the Rutland Yard
Bakewell on 25th May 1906
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Present:  Messrs. Henry Woodiwiss, Oscar Marsden,
Joseph Bradbury, T. Thacker, John Rowland, Robert
Hage, Charles Hicks Senior and a I. Critchlow Hon.
Secretary. Mr. J.A. Goodwin attended later.

(p15)

It was moved by Mr. John Rowland and seconded by Mr.
Oscar Marsden and carried unanimously that a member
leaving the Association on the completion of his two years
membership or later having paid all dues and demands 1o
the Association shall draw out his full entrance fee with
interest. Tt was proposed by Mr. Thacker seconded by Mr.
John Rowland and unanimously resolved to correct an
error of description of route in the Rules, Drive No. 14 to
read 50 as to include Haddon Hall,

Henry Woodiwiss
April 8th 1907

(p16)

At a meeting of the Association held at the Rutland Yard
on 8th April 1907

Present: Messrs. H. Woodiwiss Chairman C. Critchlow, J.
Rowland, R. Hage, T. Thacker J. Mansfield Jas. Hicks
with A.J. Critchlow Hon.Sec.

The Minutes were read, confirmed, and signed.,

The Secrelary explained that the reason he had called the
meeting was owing to a complaint of overcharging being
reported to the Urban District Council by T. Bram Red
Lion Hotel Bakewell. :

Mr. F. Calladine then attended the meeting,
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After a long discussion Mr. C. Critchlow proposed that the
following be submitted to U.D. Council

Fare for one passenger for one mile or part thereof in a
vehicle drawn by one horse shall be one shilling and for
every additional passenger six pence extra. Seconded by
H. Woodiwiss and carried unanimously.

The secretary was instructed to approach the Council re
the charges up the hills the same as applys to Matlock.

The acecount of C. F. Wardley £1.19s.0d. was passed for
payment and a cheque drawn for the said amount.

Henry Woediwiss
' Feby 16/09

(p17)
At a meeting held on Feby 16/09 at the Rutland Yard

Members present: H. Woodiwiss Chairman John Rowland
F. Calladine C. Hicks Jnr. Jos. Bradbury O Marsden J.
Mansfield with A. J. Critchlow Hon. Sec,

Proposed by F. Calladine that the minutes of the previous
meeting be adopted seconded by John Rowland and
carried.

Proposed by F. Calladine after a lengthy discussion that
the Association go on as before. Seconded by C. Hicks
Jor. and carried.

Proposed by F. Calladine that the Chairman and Secretary
see absent members. Seconded by 0. Marsden and
Carried.

(p18)
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Proposed by J. Rowland that the next meeting be held on
Monday Feby 22/09 a1 8.30. Seconded by F. Calladine
and carried.
Signed
Chairman

The coming of the motor car

The British Expeditionary force had begun the war with
outmoded cavalry, horse-drawn artillery and wagons; it
concluded conflict with tanks and motorised supply
vehicles. At home the motor car and the bus were
making a steady impact on passenger and goods
transport.

In Bakewell a garage for servicing cars was set up in the
Rutland Stable Yard; Needham's wheelwright business
in Milford began to service and repair vehicles; and
Howards, who had run a cycle and metor-cycle shop in
Bridge Street began to sell motor oil, tyres and
accessories, before moving to their new garage opposite
the park.’

Many servicemen had learned to drive and maintain
military vehicles and on demobilisation returned home
to work for new motor-coach businesses, One such was
Murdoch Mckay of Bakewell.

This colourful Scot was born in Edinburgh in 1885 and
began work as a forester. In his early years with his
brother, he worked on an estate at Chepstow in
Monmouthshire where, his daughter tells us, he taught
highland dancing in the town! Some few years before
the outbreak of war he had taken up foresiry on the
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Chatsworth estate. Whilst attending a dance in
Bakewell's town hall he met Jane Anne Shenton from
Stanedge Road, daughter of a local shopkeeper. Her
mother was a midwife in the town. Early in 1914 they
left Bakewell Church in a carriage and pair, following
their wedding, and settled down to married life in
Matlock Street. In August of the same year Murdoch
travelled north to Inverness to enlist in the Cameron
Highlanders.

At the end of the war he returned to his wife in Bakewell
and began work as a lorry driver. He subsequently
drove the town's fire engine and ambulance. In 1919 he
purchased his first vehicle, a Maudsley, and began a
local coach and taxi service. This was the origin of
Bakewell's first bus service. The Hulley family were
doing the same at Baslow and the Wolliscroft's (Silver
Service) at Darley Dale.

Murdock Mackay, in partnership with his wife,
gradually built up a small fleet of vehicles, including a
20-seater open tourer, all of which were garaged in
Granby Croft. He and his wife moved from Matlock
Street to a house they had built in Granby Gardens.
They now had two sons and a daughter and were a much
respected family in the town. Murdoch Mackay, ever
active, served as a special constable between the wars.

It was his proud claim that he operated from Bakewell
the country's first "mystery tours" at half a crown
(12V.p) a head. He certainly opened the first bus service
from Bakewell to Sheffield. This service he eventually
sold for £1,000 to Sheffield Corporation, but maintained
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services into the High Peak until just before the outbreak
of the Z2nd World War.

In the 1930s the Mackays purchased a 1926 Rolis Royce
which was not only used for weddings and funerals but
also for outings to resorts as far afield as Blackpool!

Just before the last war Murdoch worked for Rolls
Royce and took his family to Derby. He retired aged 65
in 1950 but was asked to return. He finally retired at 70
- a remarkable man who had made an important
contribution to the life of Bakewell early in this century.

Notes:

1. The Musewn's collection of photographs contain a number
of pictures of various members of the Critchlow family standing
outside their shop in the Square. Two of these are to be published
in Trevor Brighton and Frank Saunders (1994); Recollections of
Bakewell: a century of photographs. (Published by Ambrose of
Bakewell)

2, This letter was loose in the back of the Minute Book.

3. The Museum possesses a photograph of him and members
of his family outside his premises in Buxton Road. He lived to be
a hundred.

4, This information was provided by the late R. Alcock, who
served as a Derbyshire Yeoman, in this Journal, no.5 1978 p49.

3. Photographs of the Howard shop in Bridge Street and
garage on Haddon road are to be published by Brighton &
Saunders op. cit.
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NOTE AND QUERIES
E. R. Meeke

The Derby Mercury

In the Chesterfield Local Studies section of the Public
Library there is a set of microfile copies of Drewry's
Derby Mercury this was published during the later part
of the eighteenth century and the early years of the
nineteenth, so covering a period when there are few such
sources, pre-dating as it does the Derbyshire Courier. It
is a very good copy and, unlike so many copies of old
newspapers, is very easy to read.

A quick run through of the weekly editions of the paper
for the first six months of 1779 (the twelfth reel)
produced the following points of interest:-

Militia

At this time the country being at war with France and the
regular troops were overseas. The country relied upon
County Militias for protection. Service in war time was
a year full time and was most unpopular, as the
Bakewell Riots showed. Each hundred of the county
held an annual ballot of all able bodied men and those
who were selected had to serve or find a substitute.

An advertisement appeared on 1Ist January and
subsequent issues that a payment of seven shillings
would provide a substitute if it was made before 12th
January. The High Peak hundred ballot being held at
Bakewell on 22nd January, payment was to be made in
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Derby. In later years White Watson's diaries disclose
that the Red Lion Association at Bakewell provided a
similar service at a lesser cost.

On the 15th February there was an advertisement
offering a reward of £1- 1- 0 in addition to the statutory
reward for the apprehension of a named deserter from
the Derbyshire Militia. On the 25th February a further
advertisement offered a free pardon to a named deserter
if he rejoined the Derbyshire Militia before 15th March,
otherwise he would be liable to the full penalties of the
law. -

White Watson

Watson's father, Samuel, obtained a patent for a machine
and he inserted advertisements regularly in the paper for
it. It is described as New Rollers of millstone material
‘to crush malt, oats, beans etc. Tt would crush 20 bushels
of malt in one hour and eight bushels of oats or beans for
cattle in the same time. Price £5 - 5 - 0 at Baslow for a_
pair of rollers  To be seen at Geo Richardson's,
Irongate, Derby. Advertisements from 12th February
also stated that he was willing to sell a share or all of the
patent. Samuel Watson had died in 1778 so that it must
have been Samuel, White's brother, who was selling the
patent. This offer was still included in May so
- presumably there were no takers.

Watson is claimed to have been born at Whitely Wood
Hall. In his Common Place Book he wrote Whitely
Woods and later inter-lined Hall. Hunter's account of
Watson's conversation with him records no Hall.
Daykeyne describes Watson as a worthy man but the
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greatest liar 1 know. Why he does so is not clear
although Blore also suggested the same inaccuracy. Did
Watson tend to improve on the past in his later years?
The Mercury on 22nd February and for several weeks
afterwards contains an advertisement offering to let
Whitely Wood Hall from Lady Day. No rent is
mentioned but there is a full description of the
accommodation which suggests that the rent would be
substantial. It describes the property as a suitable
gentleman's residence of five garrets, five bed chambers,
a hall, dining room, two parlours, large kitchen, wash
house with water laid on and fixtures for brewing and
two good cellars. Included were a stable, barns, chaise
house, twenty three acres, fish pond, gardens and other
conveniences together with a pew in Ecclesall chapel.
Obviously Samuel Watson could have been a tenant of
the Hall in 1760 but it seems doubtful that he could have
afforded to keep such an estate up being but a mill stone
merchant.

Monyash Free School
March 12th. Advertisement for a master by the trustees.
Subjects: reading, writing and accompts.

The White Horse Inn

2nd April. Advertisement by Mr Mander (The Duke's
Agent) that the White Horse Inn with a convenient farm
was available to rent from from Lady Day. After Lady
Day the advertisement continued offering immediate
possession. How did it run without a tenant?
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Blood Sports

Watson mentions, having visited Tutbury, that
previously there had been the custom of bull-running in
the town. This is confirmed in a notice by John
Goodwin of Ashbourne that, owing to the petition by a
great number of respectable persons, the ancient custom
would not take place thereafter.

There are several announcements of cock-fighting mains
at the Angel, Chesterfield and also that on 8th, 9th &
10th March a stag main would be held at Clifton,
Ashbourne between he gentlemen of Derbyshire and
those of Staffordshire to throw 35 stags into the main
and ten byes. Two guineas the battle and twenty the
main.

The wide interest by gentlemen in these sports is shown
by a later advertisement for a cock-fighting main
organised by the gentlemen of Hereford and those of -
Worcester to be held on 27th, 28th & 29th April with
much bigger prizes. When one considers the distance
from Derby it is interesting that it was worth advertising
so far off.

These copy newspapers would reward anyone with the
time and inclination to study them as this period is very
thin on sources of local information.

57



Bakewell and District Historical Soctety Journal Volume 22

NOTE AND QUERIES
E. R, Mecke

Ogan Farm's Site Discovered

In my book Bakewell in the Nineteenth Century (p. 146)
is listed Ogan Farm from the 1841 & 1851 censuses. It
was occupied by William Salt of Elton who farmed with
11 acres. In the 1876 Directory it is mentioned with
George & Thomas Alsop as the farmers. However, no
one could say where it was. The 1861 Census gives a
clue. Immediately after the entry for Ball Cross, where
the hounds' kennels then were, is listed Hogar Cottage
with John Wallis, ironmonger living there.

Ball Cross farm was not listed in any of the 1841, 1851
or 1861 censuses, although it was recorded in the
Derbyshire Courier in 1831 (see Bakewell in the
Nineteenth Century p. 43) as the location of a burglary at
Bow Cross Farm, this being the name used by White
Watson and others of the time.

Tenants of Bow (Ball) Cross Farm are recorded in 1800
as John Spafford and in 1831 as George Evans but no
George Evans is listed in the 1841 census. From 1871
James Gibbs is the farmer with 100 acres.

Why Bow/Ball Cross farm changes its name to Ogan for
a short period remains a mystery.
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JOHN CONSTABLE'S SKETCHING TOUR
IN THE PEAK

31st July - 20th August 1801
Trevor Brighton

An interesting letter was passed to me by Derbyshire
County Library Service concerning an oil painting
thought to be of Bakewell by John Constable. Tt came
from Mr. Harold Day of Hobart, Tasmania, who has
written on Constable (see below p67).

He sent a small coloured photograph of the painting
entitled View Near Bakewell. In ensuing correspondence
he asked my opinion about the location of the view and
its attribution to Constable.

Apparently the picture has neither a signature nor a date,
both of which may have been lost when the picture's
original stretcher was removed sometime last century.
Mr. Day added that "several authorities have thought the
picture to be by Constable - one thought the figures in
the foreground were added by a later hand" The

subject, he thought, was of Burton Closes.

I certainly was not able to make any judgement on
whether Constable was the artist or not on the evidence
of a small photograph. The scene, at first sight, bears
some resemblance to Burton Closes from over the Wye.
Across the foreground is a siretch of water with a
-slightly reeded bank and in the flat, tree-dotied meadow
beyond are a woman and child with a dog, a horse and’
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cattle. In the centre of the middle ground is a large
white (?stuccoed) house, set among trees at the end of a
lane leading up from the meadows. On the higher
ground, to the right of the house, are a few scattered
buildings among the trees, one of which appears to be
built of red brick. The background shows rolling hills
beneath a cloud-strewn sky. The composition is one of
strong horizontals, broken only by a single tree on the
left.

It indeed has all the ingredients of a view of Burton
Closes. However 1 cannot accept this identification for
the following reasons.

1. Constable died in 1837. The present Burton
Closes, by Pugin and Paxton, was not begun until
1854. There is no evidence of a large house
standing on the site carlier than this.

2. The white and red buildings do not resemble the
vernacular materials of the Bakewell area.

3. The rolling hills in the background have more
the appearance of the Lake District which Constable
visited in 1806.

4. The cattle and figures in the foreground appear
to be later than Constable.

5. No clearly identifiable oils of Derbyshire can,
with certainty, be attributed to Constable,

However, Constable did come to Derbyshire, and also to
Bakewell, during a three-week sketching tour in 1801.
He had been staying with his sister's in-laws, the
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Whalleys, at Great Fenton, a village outside Stoke on
Trent.

Constable was only 25 and still feeling his way as an
artist. In 1799 he had finally left his family's
corn-milling business and was admitted to the Royal
Academy Schools. Here he was tutored by Joseph
Farington, R.A., himself a pupil of Richard Wilson.!

Constable was not a great traveller and, unlike Turner,
had never ventured abroad. When we think of 'Constable
Country' it is a far remove from the scenery of the Peak.
Yet the Peak had become, by the end of the 18th
century, the first region for landscape artists to visit -
before North Wales, Lakeland, the Scottish Highlands
and Ireland had been 'discovered’. The 'Wonders of the
Peak' had lured artists from the time Jan Siberechts and
Sir James Thornhill had worked at Chatsworth in the late
17th and early 18th centuries.

On 31st July, 1801, Daniel Whalley, senior, of Fenton
recorded in his diary:2
Abt 9 this morning Son Daniel & Mr. John
Constable set out on a tour into the Peake in
Derbyshire.

Constable was on horseback and carried with him a
sketch book of wove white paper, some blue paper,
1 Joseph Farington (1747 - 1821) made a number of visits to Derbyshire.

Thirty one engravings from his Derbyshire drawings were used to
illustrate part VI of Samuel Lyson's Britannia Depicta, London 1818,

2 1. Fleming-Williams (ed) John Constable: further Documents and
Corresespondence. The Tate Gallery and Suffolk Record Society, 1975,
pt. 11 p 71,
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pencils, chalks and water colours. He labelled, dated
.and numbered some of his sketches. His sketchbook was
broken up some years later but his last surviving
daughter, Miss Isabel Constable, gave twelve of the
sketches to the Victoria & Albert Museum in 1888 as
part of a considerable bequest of her father's work.
Other Derbyshire sketches have recently appeared on the
art market; some are in private hands, others in galleries
here and abroad. Others may surface in the auction
rooms at any time. However, the twenty one, or so, that
are now known allow some further topographical
identification. The list of them at the end of this article
is my own suggestion of the order in which Constable
made them and the route that he took.

On leaving Fenton he could have taken the northern road
via Leek to Buxton or the eastern route to Ashbourne.
He appears to have taken the latter, for the first two
untitled and undated sketches, one in pencil and one in
pencil and wash, depict the flatter, wooded landscapes
along the Staffordshire-Derbyshire border (1, 2). The
second looks like Okeover Park, near Ashbourne, with
the hills about Dovedale in the background.

Constable appears to have travelled from Ashbourne to
Cromford, for the next two sketches show High Tor in
the distance as he journeyed up the Derwent Valley to
the Matlocks on the 4th August (3, 4).

Still following the river upstream he spent the next week
in the upper Derwent Valley.

On 7th August he sketched Chatsworth Park. As with
many of his contemporaries the out-of-fashion House
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held few fascinations and he preferred the panoramic
view of the valley., His spacious, grey-washed landscape
was taken from Beeley looking up the winding Derwent,
with Chatsworth House just visible against a background
of the pgritstone edges above Curbar, Froggatt and
Grindleford (5).

Still travelling upstream he moved beyond Chatsworth
to record, on 8th August, the distant hills near
Hathersage and the opening of Hope Valley (6). In this
area he made his industrial sketches of the mill-stone
quarries, probably above Grindleford (7, 8). '

He then entered Hope Valley and travelled as far as
Castleton where, on 12th August, he continued his
interest in local industry by drawing a lead mine at the
foot of Mam Tor (9, 10).

From Castleton he seems to have travelled to, or near,
Buxton and to have made his first visit to Dovedale
where he completed three sketches of its middle and
upper reaches, one in pencil and wash in his sketch book
and two with chalks on blue paper (11,12, 13).

Travelling back towards the upper Derwent once more,
he crossed the River Wye at some point in the dales and
it would appear to be this river that is portrayed in the
sketch called A View in Derbyshire (14).

And so once more to Chatsworth on 17th August. This
time his fine landscape of the park looks down-stream
towards Beeley. He had positioned himself on the
Edensor bank, upstream from Paine's bridge, which is in
the centre of the picture. He has deliberately allowed the
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trees on the opposite bank to exclude the House and
Queen Mary's Bower from his composition (15),

Crossing finally from the Derwent to the Wye Valley
near Bakewell he paid a visit to Haddon Hall on 17th
August. Two pencil and wash sketches survive. One,
taken from beside the stables, looks up to the entrance
tower (see illustration opposite). Again he uses the trees
as screens and gives the building the appearance of a
church tower (16). The second sketch (see illustration
on overleaf) is of the Wye passing under the 17th
century fishing bridge and looks up to the chapel's bell-
turret rising above the trees (17).

The following morning, 18th August, he climbed out of
Bakewell to make two identical sketches of Edensor
village (18, 19), using different light and shade. He
depicts the old village of thatched cottages and an old,
squat-towered church, all soon to be replaced. The view
is taken from the top of the village on the way to
Bakewell.

On 19th August he pressed south into Dovedale once
again and made his last two sketches (20, 21).

Here, by chance, his tutor Joseph Farington met him and
recorded in his diary on 19th August?:

At 9 o'clock we entered Dovedale - I made a sketch
of the first appearance of the entrance, and while I
was so employed Mr. Constable came up to me. He
having come a 2nd time to make studies here. He

3 K. Garlick and A. Macintyre (ed.) The Diary of Joseph Farington,
vol. IV, pp 1590 - 1591.
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was accompanied by a Mr, Whalley who lives near
Newecastle in Staffordshire.

Daniel Whalley of Fenton recorded in his diary on the
following evening, 20th August®:

Son DI and Mr. John Constable return'd from their 3
weeks Tour into Derbyshire abt Ten in the Ev'ing -
a very fine excessive hot harvest day.

Whether John Constable worked up any of his
Derbyshire sketches into finished watercolours or oils is
not known. They seem to have been private notes and
records. Constable exhibited at the Royal Academy for
the first time in 1802. He submitted a landscape, but
whether this derived from his Derbyshire tour in the
previous year is not known.

I. Fleming-Williams, loc. cit.
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Sketches made by John Constable during his three
week tour of the Peak in suggested order of visits:

1. An extensive Wooded Landscape

Pencil on wove paper. Inscribed in pencil on verso
Drawn by J.C.' (10 /16" x 14 1/6™). Collection of Mr.
David Thomson.

See Constable a Master Draughtsman. Exhibition
Catalogue, Dulwich Picture Gallery, 1994. Plate on p 89.

2. View in Derbyshire 1801

Pencil and grey wash. Formerly in the collection of
Walter C. Baker. Size and present whereabouts
unknown, ' :

See Harold Day, John Constable RA, 1776 - 1837.
Drawings. The Golden Age. Eastbourne, 1975, Plate 10.

3. Matlock High Tor

Pencil and wash. Inscribed and dated 'Aug. 4th 1801

(6 7/8" x 10 3/8"). Victoria and Albert Museum, 247A
- 1880.

See G. Reynolds, Victoria and Albert Museum:
Catalogue of the Constable Collection, 2nd Edn.,
London 1973. Plate 10; also L. Lambourne and J.
Hamilton, British Watercolours in the Victoria and
Albert Museum. London, 1980, p 74.

4. Matlock High Tor
Pencil and wash. Inscribed. (6 7/8" x 10 3/8"). V & A,
247 - 1880,

See Reynolds op.cit. plate 14.
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5. The Valley of the Derwent with Chatsworth in the
Distance

Pencil and grey wash on wove paper (8 1/2" x 12 1/2"), -
Inscribed in pencil 'Chatsworth Aug™ 7 1801' and in
pencil on verso 'August 7 1801'. Collection of Mr.
David Thomson

See Constable, a Master Draughtsman. Plate on p 90.

6. View of Derwent Dale, Derbyshire

Pencil and grey wash (6 5/8" x 10 3/8"). Inscribed in a
later hand over an erased inscription 'Derwent Dale Aug®
8 in a nineteenth-century hand on verso 'Derwent Dale
Aug 18--7". Whitworth Art Gallery, University of
Manchester.

See L. Parris, 1. Fleming-Williams and C. Shields
Constable: paintings, watercolours and drawings. Tate
Gallery, 1976. Plate 29.

7. A Quarry for Mill-stones in Derbyshire. Pencil and
wash (6 7/8" x 10 3/8"). V and A, 247F-1888.

See G. Reynolds, op.cit., Plate 15.

8. A Quarry for Mill-stones in Derbyshire

Ditto. 247G - 1888. Plate 15.

This is a different scene at the same location. On verso
is a pencil sketch looking down into the quarry.

9. A Lead Mine at the Foot of Mam Tor
Pencil and wash. (7" x 10 3/8"). Inscribed and dated
'August 12", V and A, 247A - 1888.

See G. Reynolds, op. cit., Plate 15.
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10. A Lead Mine at the Foot of Mam Tor
Another study of the same view. Ditto

11. On the Dove near Buxton
Pencil and wash (7" x 10 1/4"), V and A, 247B - 1888.

See G. Reynolds, op. cit., Plate 11.

12. Dove Dale

Black and white chalk on blue paper (11 I/8 x 13 7/8"}
Inscribed 'Dovedale 1811'. Dept. of Prints and Drawings,
the Royal Museum of Fine Arts, Copenhagen.

See L. Parris, op. cit., plate 28.

13. Dove Dale _
Black and white chalk and wash on blue paper (11 3/8" x
13 3/4"). Ditto.

See Constable, a Master Draughtsman. Plate 53.

14. A View in Derbyshire
Pencil and wash. Inscribed (6 7/8" x 10 3/8"). V & A,
247D - 1888,

See G. Reynolds, op. cit., Plate 14,

15. Chatsworth Park
Pencil and wash (6 3/4" x 10 1/8") Inscribed and dated
"Augst 17'. V& A, A602 - 1888.

See G. Reynolds, op. cit., Plate 11.

16. Bridge with Trees and Buildings at Haddon
Pencil and wash (6 3/4" x 10 1/4") Inscribed and dated
'"17 Aug'. Vand A, 610 - 1888.

See G. Reynolds, op. cit., Plate 12.
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17. ‘Haddon Hall
Pencil and wash (6 3/4" x 10 1/8") Inscribed and dated
'Aug® 17" Vand A 805 - 1888.

See G. Reynolds, op. cit., Plate 12,

18. Entrance to the Village of Edensor
Pencil and wash. (6 7/8" x 10 3/8"). Inscribed and dated
'Aug™ 18' V & A 247C - 1888.

See G. Reynolds op. cit. Plate 13.

19. Entrance to the Village of Edensor

Inscribed. Ditto. 601 - 1888. Plate 13

On verso is a rough pencil drawing of a wooded
landscape.

20. Dove Dale, Derbyshire

Pencil and grey wash on wove paper (6 3/4" x 10 1/2")
Inscribed in pencil '22 Dove Dale Aug™ 19'. Collection
of Mr. D. Thomson.

See Constable, a Master Draughtsman Plate on p. 93

21. Dove Dale, Derbyshire

Pencil and grey wash on wove paper. (6 3/4" x 10 1/4")
Inscribed in pencil '23 Augst 19' and in ink on verso
"Dove Dale Aug™ 19 1801 J. Constable RA.' Collection
of Mr. D. Thomson.

See Constable, a Master Draughtsman Plate on p. 95.

The illustrations on pp 65 and 66 are reproducéd by
courtesy of the Victoria and Albert Museum.
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THE BRADBURYS AND THE WATSONS

E R Meeke

Older members will remember articles in the Journals
Nos 11 (1984) and No 12 (1985) in which George
Challenger reproduced notes written by the late Charles
Bradbury, a member of a very old Bakewell family. Mr
Bradbury had a very great part in the discovery that
Cunningham Place was in fact a historic building and
did much work restoring it before this Society was
formed. Unfortunately he and Mr. Marchant Brooks fell
out and he took little part in the work of the Society
thereafter.

It is regrettable that he never managed before his death
to bring his notes up to date, as he later discovered the
true relationship between the Bradburys and the
Watsons. In his notes he states that White Watson
- Bradbury was the grandson of White Watson, but it is
well known that White Watson and his wife never had
any children so, like the old clock which strikes thirteen
doubt is cast on the accuracy of all the rest of his
records. This is unjust as his notes are a valuable
contribution to Bakewell history.

However, it seems very odd that the Bakewell Census of
1851 records that in Mill Street James Bradbury resides
with his wife Sarah and children, one called James
Watson Bradbury and another White Watson Bradbury,
unless Sarah Bradbury was a Watson. It was therefore
necessary to establish Sarah's maiden name, She stated
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in the census return that she was then 40 and born at
Ringinglow, Derbyshire. In 1861 she gives her place of
birth as Ecclesall and age as 50. The census was taken
in April each year.

For 1810/11, the presumed date of Sarah's birth, the only
records available are the parish baptism registers,
Searches were made in the registers of the Sheffield
parish church (now the Cathedral), its chapel of ease at
Ecclesall and Dore, as well as at Dronfield, but no Sarah
Watson appeared in them. She may never have been
baptised in the Church of England and no records
survive for Fulwood Old Chapel (Unitarian}, which is
not far from the Round House.

The other avenue of enquiry was her marriage
certificate, But where to search? None appeared in the
Bakewell or Baslow registers. Her first child was born,
according to the 1851 census, at Bucklands Hollow.
This is in south Derbyshire (in fact he was christened at
Bakewell). A search was made of the Duffield register
for the marriage without any result. There remained a
further avenue of enquiry. The Mormons have made a
register of the whole of Britain of baptisms and
marriages by countys. It is not complete but it can be
seen in many of the main public libraries.

A search was made under the name of Bradbury (James)
for any marriage around 1835 in the counties of York,
Derby, Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicester and Lancaster;
but no marriage was recorded. As was discovered later
it should have been because Roger Bradbury of Winster
the youngest son of Charles Bradbury had some Watson
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relics and papers his father had written. These included
note which claimed that Sarah was the child of John
Watson, White's nephew, and the son of his elder brother
Samuel. This nephew lived in Ecclesall and White
Watson, in the family tree in the recently discovered
Common Place Books at Alnwick Castle, had included
John and later added three sons John, William White and
Thomas, but no Sarah. John was White's godson and
White had earlier paid for his schooling. He was the
only nephew to live near White, but, for some, as yet,
undiscovered reason, White seems to have fallen out
with him, prefering his younger brother Sam.

Only once, in 1817, White records John's address but
those of brother Harry and nephew Sam regularly appear
in his diaries. The address White recorded was the
Hunter's Bar Toll Bar. White often went to Sheffield
and his route was via Fox House, Round House and
Ecclesall. If John was toll-bar keeper in 1811, at Round
House or later at Hunter's Bar, White must have passed
his door regularly. Whilst relatives are recorded as
visiting White at Bakewell, neither John nor any of his
family were. Also, though Sarah is reputed to have
looked after White in his last years - as she probably did
- she is never mentioned, unlike her predecessors White's
in-laws. A search of the Mormon register for London,
where John may also have lived, produced no Sarah
Watson,

It was also recorded by Charles Bradbury that the
marriage took place at Prestwich on 20th July, 1835,
This has been been proved to be correct and a copy
certificate is now in this Society's archives. What seemed
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to clinch the matter was on old faded letter from "your
parents John and Elizabeth Watson", addressed to Sarah
Bradbury at Bucklands Hollow on 10th January 1836,
from Carter Knowle, Shefficld. John's wife was Martha
Froggatt, so a parent named Elizabeth seemed odd.
However Martha must have died, because John married
an Elizabeth Trotter at Ecclesall church in 1817. So
Elizabeth would then be Sarah's step-mother. Possibly
Martha died at Sarah's birth, but as yet this death has not
been traced and she is not shown as being buried at
Ecclesall Church.

It ¢an now be taken as proved that the Bradburies are
descended from White Watson's father, Samuel, and his
brother Samuel. Sarah Bradbury was White Watson's -
great-niece. ' :
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Bakewell and District Historical Society Journal Volume 22

A GOTHICK FIREPLACE BY DANIEL
SEPHTON AND HENRY WATSON AT
TISSINGTON HALL

Trever Brighton

Last summer members of this Society were conducted
around Tissington Hall and gardens by their new owner,
Sir Richard Fitzherbert, Baronet. Of particular interest
is the entrance hall with its Jacobean panelling
surmounted by an 18th century gothick plasterwork.
The gothick chairs, sidetable and windows make this the
finest and earliest gothick interior in Derbyshire and one
that would have delighted the doyen of 18th century
goths, Horace Walpole of Strawberry Hill.

-Perhaps the most interesting feature in the room is the
splendidly carved gothick fireplace (see opposite),
especially since the original bill, with specifications, is
framed and hung beside it. This bill is important
because it contains the names of the two men who
executed the work, one of whom was Henry Watson
(1714 - 1786) of Bakewell, the statuary and marble
worker. Our Journal has numerous references to Henry
Watson and the last edition contained notes on him by
his celebrated nephew, White Watson. ’

Sir Richard Fitzherbert kindly allowed me to return to
Tissington Hall, transcribe the bill and print it in this
Journal.
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{Reverse of bill} Tissington chimney piece
£54-0-0
1757
(Obverse} June 17th 1757
Chimney Piece in Hall at
Tissington Measured and
Valued
by
Daniel Sephton
ft in
84 3 Mason work at 3/~ p.foot 27- 3-8
2 caps carving 1-10-0
foliage on mantel 2-2-0
Mask head 1-1-0
8 flowers in frize at 12d 0-8-0
9 6 Carving in cornice at 2/6 1-3-9
3 Gothik spires 6-0-0
24 flowers in pannels at 4/- 4-16-0
20 do. 1-1-0
10 frize and cornice at 6/- 3-0-0
49- 5-5
Seting do 1-5-0
Cariage and Boxes as
by Mr. Halls Bill 3-12-0
£54- 2-5

“This was not the first fireplace made by Watson!.

=~

=

In

1738 he made a carved wooden chimney-piece with a
broken pediment. He annotated the drawing: "This

78



T. Brighton/Tissington fireplace

design was made by Mr. Leoni?, the ornaments I
performed in wood for Peter Bold, Esq." In 1749 he was
working at Welbeck Abbey on a marble chimney-piece
costing £65.10s for the "North East Room."

The Tissington Hall fireplace is cut in stone. It is based

on a design in the celebrated book by Batty Langley

(1696 - 1751) published in 1747 - Gothic Architecture,

improved by Rules and Propositions in many Grand

Deszgns of Columns, Doors, Windows, Chzmney— Pieces
.. Temples and Pavillions’.

Daniel Sephton (1714 - 1759), whose name appears
before Watson's in the bill for the fireplace, was the son
of Henry Sephton a mason of Manchester. Daniel has
been called "the best of the eighteenth century
Manchester statuaries”.  He executed and signed
monuments in the parish churches of Stockport, Prescot,
Warrington and Overton in Clwyd. One of his
monuments is in Chester Cathedral.

It is not clear how Watson met Sephton or what was the
nature of their business relationship. They may have
met as early as 1736 when Watson executed a monument
to Sir John Bland at Didsbury, near Manchester.
Alternatively, and more likely, Watson had probably
supplied the Sephtons with stone and Ashford marble
from his mill in Ashford.

Marble work was Watson's speciality. His greatest
recorded achievement in this medium was the floor he
executed for the Hall at Chatsworth in 1779. His
drawing for this survives in the archives at Chatsworth*.
- This time he was working in the neo-classical style and

79



T Brighton/Tissington fireplace

his use of the Greek anthemion motif has echoes of
Robert Adam's famous floor for the Marble Hall at
Kedleston in c. 1763°, Did Watson have a hand in this
too?

Notes

1. These details about Watson & Sephton are taken from R.
Gunn's 4 Dictionary of British Sculptors 1660 - 1851,

2. Giacomo Leoni (c. 1686 - 1746) was a Venetian architect who -
came to England and designed houses in the Palladian idiom. He
remodelled Lyme Hall, near Stockport, between ¢. 1725 - 35.

3. H. Colvin, 4 Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600
- 1840 p. 504,

4. The ink drawing is pasted intc White Watson's scrap-book of
bills and drawings relating to the work of his ancestor, Samuel
Watson of Heanor (f 117). The book is entitled Designs,
Agreements and Bills of Carved Work executed at Chatsworth by
Samuel Watson from 1690 to 1712 etc. etc. etc. The title at the
foot of the drawing is in White Watson's hand. The scrap-book
was originally for outtines of his portrait profiles from which he
made reduced silhouettes. (For examples see no. VHI of this
Journal, 1981),

For the fate of Henry Watson's marble floor see F,
Thompson, Chatsworth (1949) pp 115 and 120; plate 57.

Watson did work for a number of couniry houses. In
1738, for instance, he was paid for his work at Wentworth
Woodhouse for Lord Malton. H. Colvin, op. cit. p 110,

5. For Adam's drawing (c. 1760) see Robert Adam and Kedleston:
the making of a Neo-classical masterpiece, National Trust, 1987 p

59, plate 44,
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